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BE IT. REMEMBERED, That on the nineteeth day of January, 

) in the forty-ninth year of the Independence of the United States 
of America, A. D. 1825, Tuomas Brown, M. E. of the said District, 
has deposited in this office the title of a book the right whereof he claims 
as author, in the words following, to wit: 


“ The History of the Destruction of the City and Temple of Jerusa- | 
lem, and of the Ruin and Dispersion of the Jewish Nation, being a 


narrative of the calamities which befel the Jews within about forty years 
after their crucifixion of Jesus Christ. With a continuation of the ca- 


~~. Jamitous History, of their Persecutions and Sufferings from the time of 


their dispersion to the present day. Shewing, (more clearly than has 
probably ever been done before,) how exactly the Predictions of Jesus 
Christ, with those of Moses, and several other Prophets, have been ful- 
filled relating to those people. With some Observations concerning the 
Restoration of thesJews, and their resettlemen Jerusalem and Ju. 


As et 


tin. 
dea; and some remarks respecting the Millennium. Withan Appen- 


dix, containinga Concise statement of Christian Persecution by Pa- 


gans, Papists, and Protestants. By Thomas Brown, M.E. Author of 


thé History of the Shakers, and The Ethereal Physician. ‘I consider’ 


the Prophecies relative to the destruction of the Jewish nation, if there 
was nothing else to support christianity, as absolutely irresistible.”— 
 Lerd Erskine. To which is added, Dr. Priestley’s Letters to the Jews, 
_ and a Answer by. David Levi, a learned Jew.” 


-In conformity to the act of the Congress of the United States, entitled 
An act for the encouragement of learning, by securing the copies of 
aps, Charts, and Books, to the authors and proprietors of such co- 
, during the times therein mentioned ;” and also, to the act entitled 
“ An act supplementary to an act entitled ‘ An aet for the encourage- 
“ment of learning, by securing the copies of Maps, Charts, and Books, 
tothe authors and proprietors of such copies during the times therein 
mentioned,’ and extending the benefits thereof to the arts of Designing, 
Engraving, and Etching historical and other prints.” ie 
te ‘ R. R. LANSING, Clerk. 
of the (Northern District of New-Yor 














Ir is truly observed _by Cicero, that ‘“ history is 
conversant in great and memorable events.” And there 
are none more so than those relating to the destruction 
of Jerusalem, and subversion of the Jewish state by 
the arms of the Romans, and in the history from the 
dispersion of those people to the present day. And » 
certainly there is not any history, except the sacred, 
that more nearly concerns us 5 as it is that which re- 
lates to our faith in revealed religion. As it is by having: 
a knowledge of the history,of the Jews, who occupy so 
great a portion of the scriptures, that we have our faith 


- strengthened by seeing the prophecies, respecting these 


f 


he 


_ people so exactly fulfilled, as is abundantly exemplified ae 


in this history. For if events have come to pass, ex- 


actly as long before foretold, and such events, as it is not 
- possible that human wisdom could have foreseen; then 
this is proof of the operation of the spirit of God on a 
_ the human mind, and. of course must strengthen our 


va 


~ greater service could notbe done to christianity, than to 
lay together the several predictions of scripture,” as 1 


_ things have been foretold, and how exactly fulfilled.” ~ 





299? School of Theology 


_that, the best of all, of changing the heart, and pre- 


faith in revelation, and also in the operation of the same 
fan 


spirit on the human mind for otherparposes, even aes 












paring us for an holy. and happy state of existence. 
‘It is observed by that pious writer Bishop Newtor 

“ that one of the strongest evidences for the truth o 

revealed religion, is the fulfilment of prophecy ; and a 





have done in this work, respecting those relating'tothe 
Jews, ‘ with their completion, to show how articularly KS 


In short, if the numerous prophecies of the destruc- 
tion, of Jerusalem, and dispersion, of the Jews have been 
fulfilled, then this.is proof sufficient, even. exclusive. of — 2 
any other, of the reality of revelation, and of the mis- ~— 

nof. Christ. And it may be seen in the following 
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history, that the predictions, not only of Christ, but 
as long before as those of Moses have been exactly ful- 
filled in numerous instances, and some of which it is 
not possible any human creature could have foreseen.— 
{t is observed by the last mentioned writer, that, ‘ it is 
next to npossible that any man who would read, and 
duly consider these prophecies, and the exact comple- 
tion of them, and if he is a believer, not to be confirm- 
ed in the faith, and if he be an unbeliever not to be 
convinced.” “TI don’t know,” says he, “ what stronger 
proof can be given of.a divine revelation than the 
spirit of prophecy,” and no stronger proof can be giy- 
en of the truth of the spirit of prophecy, than the nu- 
merous events foretold, (and that transpired as narra- 
ted in this history,) in which so many contingencies, 
and I may say, according to human judgment improb- 
abilities, and in some instances, almost impossibilities 


witch human wisdom could never have foreseen, ‘yet 


were so particularly foretold, and so exactly accom- 


plished. - 


“ Among all the evidences,” says a celebrated writer, ~ 


“ of divine revelation that have ever appeared to man- 
kind, the fulfilment of prophecy, is one that most de- 
“8éfves our attention and regard.” PETS cn, 
~ It has been observed that one principal cause of ma- 


ny believing in the divine mission of Christ, and the | 


rapid spread of the Gospel, after the destruction of 
Jerusalem and temple, was by the people of that day 
seeing, or having oceular demonstration of the fulfil- 





eople. ‘ 
_ Many eminent and learned men have employed their 
pens, in the illustration of the prophecies relating to the 
Jews 5 but thé fruits of their labours are mostly con- 
tained in layge and expensive books, particularly. the 


history of the Jews from the destruction of their city 
and temple, and dispersion to the present day, being — 


out of the reach of many to whom the subject migh: 
be equally interesting and edifying. For the use 


for 
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ment of the prediction of Christ relating to that Citys. 
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such, this work in a more accessible and liar form 
is offered to the public. And in order that it may be _ 
‘better adapt all classes of readers, I have endeav- _ 
oured to write it in as plain and familiar style as I could; 
and have avoidedall such words as the unlearned reader 
would not readily understand. 5; : 

In the execution of this work, I can say with truth,” 
that I have not been wanting in perseverance, industry, 
and attention, or care ; and yet for all it isvery difficult 
to avoid mistakes of every kind. How far Ihave ap- 
proached to that degree of exactness, which is charge- 
able with no error, must be left to the judgment of those, 
whose better knowledge of history, may enable them 
to judge in this matter. 

The authors I have consulted, in the compilation of 








this work, and to whom IJ am indebted, are the following: 
Josephus’s Antiquities, and Wars of the Jews.’ Jo- 
sephus Ben Gorium’s History of the wars of ‘the Jews. 


Basnage’s History of the Jews. Universal History, 20 
vols. anonymous. JMavor’s Universal History. Ram- 
sey’s Universal History. Bossuet’s Universal History. 
The destruction of Jerusalem, a very short account, anon- 
ymous. Thomas Ellwood’s Sacred History. Bishop — 
“Newton on the Prophecies. Winchester’s Lectures on the 
Prophecies. Whelptey’s Lectures on ancient Histor 
~— Morell’s History of Rome. Brown's Dictionary’ 
Bible. Israel Vindicated, anonymous. ; 
Buck’s Theological Dictionary. Mosheim’s Ecclest- 
astical History. Book of Martyrs. Fox's Mar- 
i" tyrologyy. Evan’s Sketches of different: denominations. 
_ G. Bishop's New-England Judged. tenga oF 
Several of these authors have been only consulted in — 
order to have the various statements in the history as 


4 


correct as possible. ee ig 
[have in the course of this work added a number of — 

__ explanatory notes,’ abservations and reflections, which I : 
trust will not be unacceptable to any reader. ~ st Lae 
ae After the history, I have added Dr. Priestley’s \et- 
_ ersto the Jews, and ananswer by David Levi, a cele- . 
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vi 
brated Jew, on account of their letters being applica- 
ble to this history, and containing the principal argu- 
_ ments between the christians and Jews, concerning Je- 
_ sus Christ being the true Messiah, and the reason which 
the Jews render for not believing im his divine mission, 
~ which will, I think, with the history, be not only edifying 
‘but entertaining to the reader. 


° sii 


_ What a writer says of history is so exactly applicable 
to, and descriptive of this, that I am loth to pass by 
quoting of it. 

“History opens the springs of human affairs 3; the 
causes of the rise, grandeur, revolutions and fall of em- 
pires, illustrates the blessings of political union, and 
the misery of faction; the dangers of unbridled liber- 
ty, and the mischiefs of despotic power. History dis- 
plays the dealings of God with mankind. It calls 
upon us often to regard with awe, his darker judg- 
ments, and again it awakens the liveliest emotions of 
gratitude for his kind and benignent dispensations. It 
cultivates a sense of dependence on him; strengthens 
eur confidence in his benevolence ; and impresses us with 
a conviction of his justice.” The study of history im- 
proves the taste; furnishes matter for edifying conver- 
sation, and reflection ; enlarges the range of thought ; 

_ strengthens and disciplines the mind.” er 
To which I may add, with particular reference to 
this. . It shows the effect of sin and wickedness, and 
holds up a warning to shun the same. And very clear- 
ly and fully shows the effect of bigotry, prejudice, su- 
“perstition, intolerance, ignorance, and cruelty. And 
the probability of its being useful, has greatly en- | 
couraged me in its prosecution. Besides to be use- 
ful, to do something for the good of mankind, I have _ 
_ always considered to be the duty of every intelligent - 
beings under these impressions I have ventured to offer 
- this work to the publick, hoping it may tend to the mor-_ 
_al and intellectual improvement of many of my fellow _ 
creatures. 














a : Tt. Be; 
Albany, January 25th 1825. . 
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c. OF the predictions of Jesus Christ, relating to the de- 
__» struction of Jerusalem, and its celebrated temple, and 
of the calamities that befell the Jews : Of their dinis- 














pre rons among themselves, and civil wars; and wars with 
pie A Ane Romans, until Jerusalem was actually besieged by 
the Roman army. With the wonderful signs and pro-— 


digies, previous to those great events. —Page 11—54, eA 
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CHAPTER I. 


Some account of the origin of Jerusalem 3 % 
eae And a brief description 
irl : Le 
"EP EFORE we enter upon our history and the illus 
8B trations of the prophecies of Christ, relating ’ 
the destruction of Jerusalem, &c. it may be satisfact 


Tr 










to the reader, at add considerably to as interest 
many of the following pages, to give a brief histo- 
' of Jerusalem and its geographical situation, and 
a brief description of that renowned city and its 















usalem was first called Jebus, because when the 
2s entered the land of Caee: it was inhabited 
Vig the Jebusites. Some have thought it as ancient as 
- the days of Melchizedeck, and to have been the capi- 
talof his kingdom, and it is very probable it was. It 
e most noted city of Canaan, and it belonged t 

aanites, and Adonizedeck was king of it, when | 


account of which, it was called, the land of 


~ 


. The Jebusites v were not completely expelled till the 
reign of David: Under David and his son Solomon 
the city was eveatly enlarged, and became the capital 
of Judea. _ In the 4th year of Solomon’s reign, about 
1011 before Christ, he began to build the temple. «In 
the 7th month, in ie year of the world 3001, about 
1003. before Christ it was finished, and dedicated with 
great solemnity by Solomon, and. the elderstes Israel, 
and almost all the people being present. After which 
it stood 34 years without interruption or injur y, when 
-Shishak king of Egypt, carried off much of its treas- 
ures. But to be short, from this time to the coming 
of Christ, the temple had been several times plundered, 
mce entirely destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, and re- 
Cyrus king of Persia, and J erusalem sever al 
aged, and many thousands of Jews put to 
1 carried into captivity. And lastly it was 
taken by Herod after an obstinate siege of six months, 
about 38 years before Christ. 
Upon the entire reduction of the holy city, Herod, a 
- stranger and an Idumean, ascended the throne of Judea. 
This unexpected évent indicated that the sceptre was 
"3 departing: from Judah, which was one of the predicted 













ook it, afterwards it was given to the tribe of ~ 


_— Also the word tai is derived font the same x 
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forerunners, or signs of the speedy appearance of the 
‘Messiah. - | : ee 
From the beginning of his reign to the final des 
tion of the temple, the high priests had no_ he ed 
right ; but were set up and removed, at his 
and that of his successors. He also destr y 
thority of the grand Sanhedrim. He bui 
the Grecian taste : erected statues for idolat 
ship ; consecrated a superb theatre an 
to celebrate games in honour of August 
his ordinary habi a ners an 
was entirely ; 
“Under his a ministration, the Roma 
troduced into Judea, accompanied wit 
that licentious people. Judea gover! j 
ed under all the corruption whic 
fromthe authority and examples of 
a Jew in outward profession, wa 
ractice, a contenmer of all laws In 
After Herod had amassed a prod : 
his extortions and confiscations, he proposet 
the favour of the Jewish nation, by rebuilding the tem- 
ple in a more magnificent and splendid style. He be- 
‘ean about 17 years before the birth of Christ, and em- 
ployed upon it 18,000 men. “In about nine years he — 
finished _ the principal part of it; but 46 years after, 
when our Saviour had began his public ministry, it was 
not quite finished, and indeed till the beginning of the | 
ruinous wars, hereafter narrated, they still was adding — 
to the building. be ae 
This renowned city of Jerusalem (and temple) 
in nearly 32 degrees north latitude, and 35 and. 
longitude from London. {tis situated about’ 
east of the Mediterranean sea ; 22 mile 
Jordan, west, and westby north of the deserts of Arabia. 
_ Between 3 and 400 miles north east from Egypt, about 
160 miles south by west from Lebanon and Syria. Above . 
~~ 1000 miles south east from Rome, about due east from 
_ South-Carolina, and about 5000 miles east by sout! 
er S. S. E. from New-York. Rae 
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Jerusalem was in the country called Ca- 
, and sometimes Palestine, and Judea. And when 
consider the smalIness of the land which the children 
rael possessed, not being over 200 miles long and 

s almost unaccountable to us how the vast 

f inhabitants, that formerly resided there 
orted by the produce of the country, be-, 
their neighbouring nations with vast 











scriptures, the land of Canaan, was 
and barley, and vines, and fig trees, 
s; aland of oil, olive and honey ; 
also 2 Kings, xvili. 32. And ac- 
red text, Deut. xi.12. “It was a 
‘ah cared for, and his eyes were upon 
the beginning of the year, even unto 

” And says one, who has written 

“Its astonishing fruitfulness 
mmediate blessing of God more 























than tars 
Many travellers are astonished when. 4 
: a when they beh 
ene eG ae state of that country, and arte rr saa 
at it ever yielded such abund Bennet 
: ee leva sufficient,to support, ae ee 
ath ees number of inhabitants, particularly in ¢h Sec 
9 600 000 eae and Solomon, ‘to have been nee : 
held Sam of people. Butno doubt that they wha b : 
as - stormer glory, would have thought it’ y vO be= 
usely that such a fruitful land, y cee te ae 
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#It lies between 31 an 
J €en Jl and 32, to 34 
and 86 of nei ; degrees i in 36 
an sea on the were nge arom London.” Bounded be ae ae i 
bia on the east Par tom the coven on the port! ;thedesert of Ars. 
r anon the south, : orth, the desert of Ara- 
if wet a the \ oo “Ba 
ate etake in the whole extent of territory promiged mene ela But 
3 Sed t *m in dominion 
which David reduced, Syt fe: : hae eee : 
brates, fis Tee: Been, Se. to Pas 
























posite one to the eae ot ie is was thic 
with houses. . Three celebrated walls surrou 
city on every side, except that which was 
accessible, and there it was defended by one 
The most ancient of these walls w 


: rock, and Sorhiyed by ty tows 
wall ahi were > dione 


Me ase of one uadlecd fee 
teen inches,) and it had eigh: 
was a most beautiful eee af 


(upwards Hi foxtty lino, o miles ¥ 7 
the Jewish dominions, with al , and ald 
lages around Jerusalem. Besides this there was three | 
other towers of great magnitude, named Hippocos, Pha- 
sael, and Mariamne. The two former, famed for their 
_ great strength and grandeur, were near ninety cubits 
high; the latter with its valuable curiosities, beauty, 
and elegance, was about. fifty-five cubits. They were. 
all built of white marble, and so exquisite was the work- 
manship, that each of, them appeared as if they had 
been hewn out of an immense single block of it—- . 
Notwithstanding their great elevation, they yetanust — 
have appeared from the surrounding country, far 
than they really were. The old wall, it has jt 
remarked, was built upon a high rock : but these tow- 
ers were erected on the top of a hill, the suramit of which - 
_ was, itself, thirty cubits above the tops of the old wail. 
Such edifices, so situated, it is easy to conceive, must 
have given the city a very ea degree oprandeur and 
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ae 
relied and apost : delle 
imagined. The situa- 
North ‘side of Jeru- 



















ie cabin in 
on every side ; - 
as faced with thin slabs 
oved at once a de- 
st. of the fort stood 








28) ed more apa- 
froma distance, it had 
compassed by four other 
square. Of these 
id the fous -se- 


% 


venty cubits.» : ? } 
As to the temple itself, J ésephtus says, “itwasa ee 
beyond all imagination,” the riches, grandeur, and el-_ 
-egance, of which, it is not in the power of language to 
describe. Whether we consider its architecture, its di- 
mensions, its magnificence, -its splendour, or the sacred 
purpose to which it was dedicated, it must equally be 
regarded as the most astonishing fine that ever was 
structed, or that the world ever saw. It was part- 
edon a solid rock, which was originally steep 
‘side, The foundation of what was called the 
€ ple, was three hundred cubits in depth, and 
the stones of which they were composed, more than 
- sixty feet in: length, while the superstructure was of 
_ the whitest marble, containing stones forty-five cubits 
long, five cubits high, and nine cubits broad, (i. e. six- _ 
- ty-eight feet klong, upwards of seven feet high, and nine 
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1.* The circuit of the whole buil was four 


furlongs, (i. e. half amile, -its height one hundred 
bits ; one hundred and sixty pillars, each twenty sey 
feet high, ornamented and sustained the immens 7 
yonderous edifice. In the front, spacious ai 
galleries, wainscotted with sdar, we 
by columns of white marble in ur 
short,” says Joseph a 


ore 




























were but little less. 

of that luminary. — 
which were not gilt, wh 
say, appeared like pillars 
tains of white marble. 


parts of thetemple, corresp nded v 

‘nificence. It was decorated and e 
thing that was costly and supe 
was placed these sacred curiosities. . 

candlestick of pure gold, the table for th shew bread, 

and the altar of incetse, the two latter of which were | 
covered over with plates of the same metal. In the 
sanctuary were several doors, fifty-five cubits high, and 
sixteen in breadth, which were all likewise of gold. 
Before these doors hung a vail of the most beautiful 
Babylonian tapestry, composed of scarlet, blue, and 
purple, exquisitely interwoven, and wrought up to the 
highest degree of art. From the top of the ceiling 
depended branches and leaves of vines, and large clus- 
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ters of grapes, hanging down five or six feet, all of & 
and of most admirable workmanship. In additic oa 
acy 


these proofs of the splendour and riches of the temp! 
be noticed its eastern gate of pure Corintl jan brass, 
more esteemed than the precious metals—the golden: 


folding doors of the chamber—the beautiful carved — 


*It is totally unaccountable tous in this day, how they raised such 
large stones in the building. We could not so mach as move them, and 
withal to add to our astonishment, they were brought from a great dis- 
fance. % ; 





work, gilding, and paintings of the galleries—the gol- 
len vessels, &c. of the sanctuary, the sacerdotal vest- 

ats of scarlet, violet, and purpie—the vast wealth of 
ury—abundance of precious stones, and im- 
lantities of all kinds of costly spices and perfumes, 
, the most va and sumptuous of whatever 
rt, or opulence could’ supply, all centered, 
hin the ¢onsecrated walls of this 
emple.* But, as says Jo- 



























qual or rather superior to the 
of the first only | by the immense 
nd Solomon, to the bui ding'ot it, and the 
ployed, we may conelude there is no exag- 
1 r in the description of those 
ct: for to fully describe it, 
me, and somein giving a full 
es. Vallalpandus, a learned Jesu- 
biished a splendid description of it in 
And Lightfoot too, and Prideaux, both 
descriptions of it But that given 
1 depended on. ened 
ere given of the preparations for the 
"Sol n ees piece. eavid, before his 
to 108,000 talents of gold, and 1,017,000 talents 
of silver, both hich together, amounted to the enormous sum of 
about, £912,719,750 or £939,209,637 sterling: which in weight would 
be about 46,000 tons of gold and silver. And there was about 183,600 
men, Hebrews and Canaanites, employed'seven years.and six months 
in building of it. And that after. all the materials were got ready and 
brought to the spot. In doing which they were twelve years and six 
snonehe it being twenty years from the time’ that Solomon began to 
make preparations for the building.* ; 

This temple after it had stood upwards of four hundred years, it was 
destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and in abeut sevent 
years after, (about 520 years before Christ) it was eballesay order of 
Cyrus king of Persia, who had delivered the Jews from the Babylonish 
captivity. % : : 

It is, said that this second temple was rather superior in magnificence 
to the first. Josephus says, that it was a work beyond all imagination, 
Religious donations and offerings had poured into this wonderful reposi- 
ory-of precious stores from every part of the world during many ages 
about twenty years before Christ, Herod began to rebuild 
fy the temple; and, for several years, employed upon it 
men, who at last completed the stupendous design. This 
magnificent structure was on every side covered with solid plates of 
gold ; and every ornament was bestowed’ on it that human art and gen. 
jus could devise, - : 

* It is altogether wonderful! What kind of a building would 46,000 tons 
of gold and silver, and 183,600 men, (Americans and Irish,) in seven years 
build in our day, and withall to have all things cn the spot when they began. 
Though we must make some allowance on. account of gold and silver being 
nore plenty then,and notsomuch value as now. But reduce the amount to one 
valf, and say 23,000 tons of gold and silver, about one third gold and twa 
hirds silver, and as many men and the same time in building, it would be a 
narvellous building indeed, such an one as no maz in this day ever savy. 
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thereof, now spread all over the world, nor the glory of _ 


religion did any thing to hinder it from being destro 
ed,” as will be hereafter seen. . A 


sephus, “neither the riches, the antiquity, nor the fame 











Having thus given a brief description of 
and temple, we shall now proceed to consider th 
dictions of our Saviour, relating to their destruct Or 
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_ CHAPTER IL 


The Prediction of Christ relating to the destruction of 


Jerusalem and Jewish Nation. Of the rise and end 
of false prophets and decewvers. : ; : 


Or all the prophecies in the Old and New-Testament, “4 
there are none so remarkable, and which have been so | 
clearly fulfilled as those delivered by our Saviour, re- — 
lating to the ruin of Jerusalem and its temple, and the © 
‘signal and awful calamities that every where befell the 

Jewish nation. ae ae Wd Sie 

“The chief of his predictions relative to these events, 

arerecorded in Matt. xxiv., Mark xxiii., Luke xix. 41, 
to 44, and xxi. and xxiii. chap. 28, 29, 30. Some of 
- which in a few years after his death began to be fulfil- 
led, and the most weightiest of them in about forty 
years. The fulfilment of most of them were confined 
to his own nation, and the limits of his own country ; — 
while others appear to extend to all nations, and to ev- 
| CRY ABC. aac er | i 
“. “On the Monday preceding the crucifixion of Christ, © 
he made his public entry into the city of Jerusalem, 












ee er lal 

“ All this Herod did,” says Josephus, “ to shew the greatness of his 
mind, and eternise his memory |” But at last, like many emperors and 
sings before, and cotemporary with him, he died a most miserable 
death ; the consequence of a wicked sinful life, and his memory ever 
sinceheld in detestation. Infinitely better would it be, to live and diea - 
beggar, and die in the friendship and favour of God, than to five a life 
of ever so great power and splendour, and die as he did, with a guilty, 
condemned, tormented conscience. 2 ies mage: 
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nidst the acclamations of a great number of his disci- 
es, who hailed him king of Sion; and with palm 

nches, the emblems of victory, in their hands, re- 
and gave thanks to God, for all the mighty works 
d seen, saying, “ Hosannah! blessed be the 
at cometh in the name of the Lord! Peace in 
1e and glory in the highest.” eS ae 
_ But while the people were rejoicing, he was affected 

with sorrow, pity, and compassion for Jerusalem on ac- 
tae ount of the calamities which he foresaw would come 
upon it. “ He beheld the city and wept over it, saying, 
Af thou hadst known, even thou, at least thas thy day, 

the things whach belong unto thy peace! but now they are 
rom thine eyes. Kor the days shall come upon thee, 
_ that thine enemies shall-cast a trench about thee, and com- 
_ pass thee round, and keep thee in on every side ; and shall ~ 
: lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within 

















thee 3 | they shall not leave in thee one stone uponanoth- — 


er; because thow knowestnot the time of thy visitation.* 
On the Wednesday following, being only two dé 
before his death, he went, for the last time, into th > temple 
toteach the people; while he was thus employed, the high 
test and the elders, the Herodians, Saducees, and Phari- 
_ Sees, one after another, came to him, and questioned him 
with subtlety, bemg desirous “ to entangle him in his 
talk,” to whom, with his accustomed dignity and wisdom 
he returned answers which carried conviction to their 
hearts, and at once silenced and astonished them, ‘Then, 
turning to his disciples, and the whole multitude, he 
ad Veeed to them a discourse of very extraordinary 
energy, in which, with most exquisite keenness of re-. 
proof, he exposed and condemned the cruelty and pride, 
ocrisy and sensuality of the Pharisees and 
aving next foretold the. persecution and 
treatment which his apostles would receive at 
their hands, he proceeded to denounce against Jerusa- 
tem the dreadful consequences of all their sins, which 
















* Luke xix. 42,43, 44: 















instead of Jecrensing, had been increasing f 
and that they would now soon fill up the full measure ot 
their iniquity, and “ that upon them would come all th 
righteous blood shed upon the earth,” which shoul 
poured out upon the then. existing generation, a ae 
_ this tender exelamation, “ O Jerusalem, Jerusalem! thou 

that killes the prophets and stonest them which are sent 

: would Ihave gathered thy children 

together, ae asa hen gathereth her chickens under her 
apne and ye. would not ! Behold ! your house is left un- 
e ;* for I say unto you, ye shall not see me 
UW say, blessed is he that cometh in the ~ 
So deeply was | our Savio - 
ly did he lament over the ca ies 
ming upon his nation! Such a ger 
iable pattern of a patriotic spirit, hat 
isciples; and so contrary to truth is the 
noble writer, t “ that there is nothing in osp 
mend and. encourage the I of one’s £0 try.” 




































Ww g out ie temple, head: disciples “am 

him to shew him the buildings of the temple 

mating what a pitiable calamity they thought 

. magnificent | a structure should be destroyed ‘a 

ae ey ola - was adorned with soled stones. ail 
; gifts 


stones ne biti are jeved : And deans vit unto “kil, 


see ye noteal Seah Sales 2 die Tsay unto you, there 
; ni her, that ie not 














pein its ot cn fabri its cries oe ies uncom- 
mon meee’ of the stones of which it was Pog we 


ied Our Lord. ae this, as he was going out of it oa the last time. 
Desolate, forsaken of God and his Christ, and sentenced to utter de- 


struction. 
+ Matt. xxiii.37. 39. tShaftsbary’s Characteristics, vol, 1. p. 39. 







: e 00 “ 
cae sale a . - i : } . : 
some measure, conceive of the amazement w nich 
his declaration of our Lord must have excited in the 


minds of his disciples. Nevertheless, this astonishing 
ediction, (as we shall see in the sequel) was literally 
fulfilled, and as Christ had foretold, even before that 
Seneration passed away to which he was peaking. 
_-- Our Lord now retired to the Mousib-of Olives, to — 
which his disciples followed him, omake more © 
particular inquiries relative to the time n the: ca- 
lamitous events, foretold by him, would come to pass. 
We have already said, that the Mount of Olive 
manded a full view of Jerusalem, 
ituation, therefore, could have been better 
p ee i cots : 
ergy to a prediction, which related chiefly to 
‘total ruin ; and if we suppose, Gud the supposi- 
is very probable) that Jesus while in. the f 
s, pointed to the majestic and stupendous 
ose destruction he foretold, every word whic 
then uttered must have been clothed with inexpress 
sublimity, and derived from the circumstance: 
rounding scenery, a force and effect, wh 
adequately to conceive. . 
Tell us when shall these i be? And what shall 
the sign when all these things shall be fulfilled 2°* 
Such were the questions of the disciples, in answer to 
which Jesus condescended to give them a particular 
account of the several important events that would pro- 
ceed, as well as of the prognostics which would an- 
~nounce the approaching esclation 3 including suitable 
directions for the regulation of ‘their conduct under the 
various trials to which they were to be exposed. He 
wi caution; ‘Take heed,” said he, 
| ve you, for many shall come mm my 
name, saying, Tam Christ, and shall deceive many.” 
False Christs our Saviour mentions as the first sign 
of his coming, and with this he begins in all the Evan- 
gelists, and in all useth almost the very same words : 
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* Mark xiii. 4. Ai 














Oe as Sa oe 
é bi TMB Sage 


only in Luke xxi. 8. he addeth, « the 


iw 
“near ;” and within a little time this part of the prophe- 
_cy began to be fulfilled. For very soon after our Sa- 
viour’s decease, appeared Simon Magus, (as mentioned _ 
in Acts viii. 9, 10,) “ and bewitched, or deceived the peo- 
ple of Samaria, giving out, that himself was some great 
one: to whom they all gave heed, from the least to 
_the greatest, saying, — This man is the great power of 
God.” He boasted himself likewise among the Jews, 
as the Son of God. Of the same stamp and charac- 
ter was also Dositheus the Samaritan, who pretended 
that he was the Messiah foretold by Moses. About 
three years afterwards another Samaritan imposter ap- 
peared, the Jews conceiving af idea that the Messiah, _ 
_ their great deliverer, was now come, an armed multitude 
~ assembled under him, but Pilate speedily defeated them, — 
and slew their chief. mes 
About twelve years after the assension of Christ, a 
ertain impostor, named Theudas persuaded a great 
mu ‘with their best effects to follow him: o the ri- 
ver Jordan ; for he said that he was a prophet, a \d pro- 
mised to divide the river for their passage, Ay 
these things, saith Josephus, he deceived 
Fadus sent a troop of horse against the 
unexpectedly upon them, killed ma: nad 
prisoners ; and having ‘taken Theudas himse 





























las. Nimseil ailve, 

they cut off his head, and brought it to Jerusalem. In — 
a few years afterwards in the reign of Nero, and under 
the government of Felix, (who was governor of Jeru- 
salem,) deceivers rose up almost daily, and persuaded _ 
the people to follow them, into the wilderness or desert,* — 
assuring them that they should behold signs and won-- 
ders performed by the Almighty. Of these Felix ap- 
prehended many and put them to death.’ 2 

Felix who had been advanced from servitude to rank 
and power, exercised the tyranny of an eastern prince. 
His rapine and cruelty excited a spirit of revolt ; while 


* Tis for this reason, that the desert was specified in the predictions 
of our Lord. El ae 







is were continually encouraging séedi- — 
ple were massacred by the troops of 
owing these deceivers. . ee 
_, ‘bout this period, (A. D. 55,) a certain Egypt 
_ Jew, by the name of F elix, pretending to be a prophet, 
entered Judea with a numerous banditti, and havin 
collected about thirty thouse nd followers, led them — 
the Mount of Olives, and promised to deliver them fron 














to be the beginning 
of a revolt, attacked them, slew four hundred of them. 
and dispersed the rest, but the Egyptian impostor effec- 
ted his escape. "In the time of Percius Festus, (A. -D, 
60,) who had succeeded Felix in the government, an- 
other distinguished impostor, seduced the people by 
sing them deliverance from the Romans, if they 
ollow him, but Festus sent out an armed force, — 
which soon destroyed both the deceiver and his follow-. 
ers SEEN tastes Shane Base ; ace Soha 
: - did there appear ‘so many false pre | 
at succeeded the death of our Sa: c eS= 
luring the Jewish war, and under the reign of 
. was not the only - province exposed to’ 
re common in the whole em- 
any one time wherein history in- : 
a number of these impostors, who _ 
tell things to come, and to « shew, (or 
0 shew,) great signs and wonders.” The prn- 
cause of which was, that about this period, there 
_ general expectation, through the eastern world, — 
e advent of some illustrious prophet and deliverer, 
who should change the aspect of human affairs. The 
Jews, in particular, eagerly anticipated the coming of 
the promised Messiah,* as the time predicted by Daniel, 
for his manifestation, was. arrived. Devout persons 
waited day and night for the consolation of Israel,+ 
and the whole nation groaning under the Roman yoke, _ 











































.* Little did they expect one to deliver them from the yoke and bondage 
of sin, and prepare them for an admittance into that Jerusalem ‘ city, 
whose builder and maker is God.” 

+ Luke ii, 25, 
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Bu ianbrathelce: cakpustied 
ohets, continually and fatally deceix 
filled the predictions of Jesus Christ. _ . ” 
Hoagie - readiness of the Jews to receive a thew : 
OF ayings of the bles- 
ee Ta am come in my Father ‘Ss name and ye 
e another shall come inhis own name, 
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Of the pereniide of the Gacols of E Christ a Pe Te Sor : ; | 
told. And of the universal spread oe Gospe 
he the lege of Jemtilaas 5 ih . 








ae you up to the 
ing brought b re ki 
And ye sell 






" Iti 8, beden to be fulfilled. 
not enlarge, as the acts ike 
the apostles, or the Ni ew-Testament i is (or should be,) i in 

the hands of every one. Which informs us that the fol- 
lowers of Christ, like their divine Master, were de- 
spised, rejected, ‘and treated with the utmost contempt. 
Some were —. to councils as Peter: od. John, 


merited and.unpro 
But on this. subject 











ne 








cH Lake Xxi.-12 “4 Mark xiii. 9. “pleas xxi. 16. 
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2 inees ne kings, as Paul ae os 
‘elix, Festes, and. “Agrippa. Some were 
s Paul and Silas. Some were put to death as — 

hen and James. Andif we look further we shave 
a melancholy proof of the truth of this prediction, in the 
persecution under Nero in which, besides, thousands of — pest 
other christians, fell St. Peter aud Paul, and was, as 
Tertulian calleth it, a war against the very name. 
Though a man was ‘possessed of every human virtue, 
yet itwas enough if he was a Ricisdan 5 3 so true was our 
Saviour’s words, that they should be hated of all na- 
tions-for his name sake. * 

But notwithstanding the persecutions and calamities 
of the christians, there was to be an universal publica- 
tion of the gospel before the destruction of Jerusalem. 
And the gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all 
world, for a ‘witness unto all nations, and then shall 
ne And then shall the destruction of Je- 
id of the Jewish dispensation come to 
ment on this apr eae the ie 






























Hey wien the reat war com- e 
il in his epistle to the Romans, informs © 
“their faith was spoken of throughout the 
a, And in that to the Colossians he observes, 
oo ae t he gospel had been preached to every creature 
- ‘wnder heaven. That is, most extensively. Clement, 
*vho was a fellow labourer with the apostle, relates of 
him that, “he taught the whole world righteousness, 
travelling from the east westward, to the borders of the 
ocean.” Eusebius says that, “ the apostles preached 
the gospel in all the world,” (that j isin all the world 
known at that time,) ‘ and some of them passed beyond 
the bounds of the ocean,” (which was, to them the wes« 





tern ocean, east of England, ys anid visited ‘the Bi itani hos 
isles,”* and so says Theodoret also. _ ES 
“lt appeared,” says Bishop Newton, “ from the 
_writers of the history of the church, that before the de- | 
struction of Jerusalem, the gospel was not only preach- — 
ed in the Lesser Asia, Greece, and Italy, the great the- 
atres of action then in the world, but was likewise pro- 
_ pagated as far northward as Seythia, as far southward 
as Ethiopia, as far eastward as Pathia akd India, as far 
westward as Spain and Britain.” Our ancestors of 
this Island seem to have laid as remote from the scene 
of our Saviour’s actions as almost any nation, and were 
a rough inhospitable people, as unlikely to receive so 
civilized an institution as any people, whatever. — But yet 
‘there is absolute certamty, that christianity was plan- 
ted herein this country, in the days of the apostles, and 
probably by St. Simeon ‘and St. Paul, before the de- 
struction of Jerusalem. And ‘Tacitus asserts, “ that the 
christian religion which arose in Judea, spr 
many parts of the world, and extended Rome, 3 
the professors of it as carly. as the tim 
amounted to vast multitudes,” insomuch thi 
bers excited the jealousy of the govern 
“numbers were put to death. 
_. ‘Thus completely was fulfilled a 
- the: mostunlikely, and to all human 
sible, Too the accomplishment of which every 
impediment was incessantly opposed. ‘The | fein é 
son of a mechanic, a carpenter, instructs a few simple 
fishermen in a new religion, a religion of self enials, sa- 
crifices and sufferings, with no promise of any worldly 
teward, yet he tells them, in about forty years it should 
spread over all the world. It spreads accordingly ; Be 
and im defiance of the hatred sie? tage. a of the 
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* It is admitted that the phrases, “all the world,” “every Br esieaves" 
&x. are hyperbolical; but then, taken in their connection, they satel 
ly unpOrt. no more than the univ ersality of the preaching and Tae of 
the gaspe!, previously to the destruction of Jerusa! em. 


. es. 






: it became established within that period, 
4 colinares into which it penetrated. ‘Can any 
_one doubt but that the prediction and its fulfilment were 
“equally divine, & 





Of Earthquakes, pay TT Petilenoe 


“ And reat ¢ rthquakes shall be in divers places.” 
Of these significant emblems of political commotions, 
_ there occurred several, and as Jesus predicted, ‘in di- 
vers places.” In the reign of Claudius, there was one 
at Rome, and apgcher at Apamea in Syria, where many 
: ‘The > earthquake at the latter place was 
ructive, that the sae in order to relieve the 







were a . at ae yk 
all buue mlaaes Jews bad: ale. 


There was ED one in Ouece. eo whieh Tacitus 
and Seneca gives an account,) and another at Rome, in 
the reign of Galba, recorded by Suetonius, and that in 
Judea, mentioned by Josephus, which happened a short 
time before the siege commenced. In the night there - 
- proke out a most dreadful tempest, and violent strong 
winds, with the most vehement showers, and conamiat 
lightnings, and dreadful thunderings, and prodigious 
bellowings of the shaken earth ; ‘and it was manifest,” 
he saith, “that the system of the world was convulsed 





sy OY. 
es ; 3 
for the destuctian of men ; and in one might 
conjecture, that these were ‘sions of uncommon event 
_. Our Saviour also predicted “famines.” Of these the 
: principal was that which Agabus foretold would hap- — 
pen in the days of Claudius, as related in the acts of 
the Apostles. It began in the fourth year of his reign, 
~and was of long continuance. It extended through 
Greece, ang even into Italy, but was most severely felt 
at Jerusalem, where many perished in consequence of 
it. ‘This famine is recorded by Josephus also, who re- 
lates that an assaron of corn was sold for five apchice, 
that is about 3 pts. and a half for 3s. 3d. It is likewise 
noticed by some other writers. To alleviate this terri- 
ble calamity, Helena, queen of Adiabena, who was at —- 
that time in Jerusalem, ordered large supplies of grain 
to be sent from Alexandria ; and Izatos her son, con- 
4 vast sums to the Stas of peruse to be 


te 



















by the means fee St. Heat liberal co 
the distresses of their brethren. Dion Ca 
that there was likewise a famine in the first 
dius, (a Roman emperor,) which reval 
and in other parts of Italy, in « 
many died ; and in the 11th: year ( 
there was another mentioned bees I 


besieged op ‘akeA as all the cities round apoue Cio 
lem were, before Jerusalem was; where the climax o 
national misery centered, arising from famine and every — 
other cause, and where die destruction of the Jews was : 
so awfully completed. . 
Next our Saviour mentions, which shall also ake 
place, is ‘‘ Pestilence,” which are the usual att 
famine. ne 
It may therefore reasonably be expected that ie ca~ 
lamity was in consequence of the famines that have 
been mentioned ; two accounts are recorded before ‘the 
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mencement of. the Jewish war. The fit st took 
place at Babylon about A. D. 40, and raged so much 
that a great many Jews fled from that city to Seleu~- 
cia. The other happened at Rome, in the year of 
‘Christ 65, and carried oft multitudes. Both Taci- 
tus and Suetonius have given an account that simi- i 
lar calamities prevailed, about this-time, in various — 
other parts of the Romanempire. After Jerusalem was 
surrounded by the army of ‘Titus, pestilential diseases 
soon made their appearance in the city, to aggravate the 
miseries, and increase the horrors of the siege, which 
were partly occasioned by the immense multitudes which 
were crouded together in the city, and by the putrid ef- 
fluvia which arose from the unburied dead, and from 
the prevalence of the famine. ‘To conclude this subject, 
history bears testimony, that earthquakes, famines, and 
pestilence had never been more frequent, nor more re- 
sable than ey were in those times. - 










trang’ signs ¢ and sights seen n previous to the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem. 








HE following terrific sights and orodietes that were 
, foreboding some terrible calamity, fulfilled the 
il prediction. of our Saviour, who said, “ and fear- 
ful sights and great signs shall there be from heaven.”* 
The fulfilment of which, I shall give in the words of 
Josephus. He says, “ these miserable people, were 
ready to believe i impostors, but would not believe or re- 
gard certain tokens and signs of the ruin of their city, 
but were blinded, not having eyes to see what God fore- 
shewed them. 

There was a comet in the form of a fiery sword, which 


for a year hung over the city. At another time tela 





*Tuke xxi, 11. 
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the revolt and watjithe people oe geihe ta a : 


to the feast of unleavened bread, (which was the 8th of 
April,) at the 9th hour of the night) there was so much — 
light about the altar and the temple, as though it had been 
bright day ; and it remained half an hour. This the 
ignorant people interpreted as a good sign, but they 
who were skilful m holy scripture, presently judged 
- what would ensue before it came to pass. At the same 
festival, a cow led by the priest to be sacrificed at the 
altar, brought forth a lamb in the middle of the temple.* 
And the inner gate of the temple, on the east side, 
which was of solid brass and very heavy, and which at 
night took always at least twenty men to shut it, and was 
fastened with:strong bars and bolts, the eids whereof 
went into mortice holes j in the stones on either side ahe 
door, (the aforesaid stones being on each side one whole 
stone,) was seen at about midnight to open of its own 
accord, which being related to ae eens ae 






blessings; bak the wiser sort jawed thot the ope 


the gate foretold, that the city shawn be given to their 


enemies, and that the sign signified desolation. A lit 


tle after the feast days, on the one-and-twentieth day of 
May, there was seen a vision beyond all belief; and 
perhaps, that which I am to recount might seem a fa- 
ble, if some were not now alive that beheld it, and if that 
calamity foretold had not ensued. Before the setting of 
the sun there were seen in the air, all over the county, % 


* A certain writer says, “ such is the strange account given by the 
historian. Some may regard itas a Grecian ‘fable, while others ma 
think that they discern in this prodigy a miraculous rebuke of Fowch 
infidelity and impiety, for rejecting that antitypical Lamb, who had of- 
fered Himself as an atonement, “‘ once for all,” and who by. thus com- 
pletely fulfilling their design, had vir tually abrogated the Levitical sac- 
rifices. However this may be, the circumstances of the prodigy are re- 
markable. It did not occur in an obscure part of thes city, butin the 
temple; not at an ordinary time, but at the passover, the season of ou 
Lord’s cracifixion—in the presence, not of the vulgar only, but . of the 
high priests and their attendants, and when they were leadingt the app: 
fice to the altar. 

3% 





~ 3 


30 





“chariots and armies, fighting in the clouds and begirting 
the city ; and at the feast of pentecost, at night, as the 
priests were going into the inner temple as usual to 
attend their service, at first felt the place to move 
and tremble; and then heard a voice as of'a multitude, 
“«« Let us depart hence, let us:depart.”* 

And that which was the most wonderful of all, one 
Jesus, an ordinary country fellow, four years before the 
war began, (A. D. 62) and when the city was in peace 
and plenty, came to the feast of tabernacles, in the tem- 
ple at Jerusalem, suddenly began to cry out, and run- 
ning up and down the streets : “a voice from the east, 
a vorce from the west, a voice from the four winds, a voice 
against Jerusalem wie the temple, a voice against men | 
and.women newly married ; a voice-against all this peo- 
ple ; and thus crying night and day, he went about all 
the stret ts of the city. “Some of the best quality not 
able to-endure words of so ill presage, caused him to 

aken and severely scourged, which he suffered with- 
aking the least word to defend ‘himself, or to 
in of so hard tr eaitment ; but he continuing with 
ful voice, “wo, wo to Jerusalem.” The ma- 
tra s then thinking, (as indeed it Was,) that the man 
spake thus through some divine motive, led him to l- 
binus, general of the Romans, where being beaten till 
his bones appeared,} he never entreated nor wept, but 
s well as he could, with a mournful voice he cryed, 
wo, wo to Jerusalem, ‘Albinus asked him what he 
was, and whence and why he said so; but to every 
“question, and every lash, he made no een but wo 
to Jerusalem. Albinus thinking him out of his wits, 
suffered him to depart. And he ceased not to bewail 
the HREET, of Jerusalem 3; after which till the time of 


















* Jt is said that aimost daily,strange things, and new- prodigies were 
seen and heard is the temple ; insomuch that a famous Rabbin, (a Jew- 
ish priest,) cried out one day, “ O temple, temple! what is it that moves. 
thee. and wherefore dost thou make thyself afraid.” 

{ They did very wrong to beat and hurt the poor man; no doubt but 
that he was obliged to say and act as he did; but the wicked have no. 
mer ey: It is said that even “the tender mercies of the wicked are ie Oe 
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the war, this man was never heard to speak to any one,* ; 
but without ceasing he cryed, wo, wo to Jerusalem. 

Neither did he ever curse any one, though every day 


some one or other did beat him ; nor did he ever thank — 


any one that offered him meat, or used him kindly; all 
that he spake to any man was this heavy prophecy.— 
He went crying mostly on holydays ;, doing so contin-— 
ually for the space of seven years and five months; and 
his voice never waxed hoarse nor weary, till in the time 
of the last siege, (when Jerusalem was surrounded by 
the Roman army,) beholding what he foretold them, he 
ceased for a while; and thence once again upon the 
walls, about the city, with a loud voice he cryed, Wo, 
Wo to the city, temple, and people, and lastly he said, 
Wo also to myself. Which words were no sooner ut- 
tered, than a stone, shot from an engine, smote him, 
and so he yielded up the ghost, lamenting them all.+ 
These were indeed fearful signs, and great sights, and 
there is not a more creditable historian than the one 
who relates them, and who appeals to the testimony of 
those who saw and heard them. ns RES 
Tacitus, the Roman historian, also gives a summary 
account of the same occurrances. He saith that there 





happened several prodigies, armies were Seen engaging — 


in the heavens, arms were seen glittering, and the tem- 


ple shone as with lightning from the clouds, the doors 
of the temple opened suddenly, and a voice greater — 


than human, was heard, that the gods were departing, 
and likewise a great motion of their departing. Dr. 


* It may be, as they had disregarded all that the prophets, Christ and 
his apostles had said, and instead of mending, they had now arrived to a 
greater height of wickedness than ever before ; this poor man, the last 

rophet to the Jews, had nothing to say but to cry woes against them. 
“or they appear to have been so bent on their own ruin, that nothing 
he could have said, would have answered any purpose. : 

+ This prophet of the woes of Jerusalem, was called Jesus. And as 
those ungrateful wretches had rejected a Jesus, who proclaimed, and 
offered them salvation and peace, it seemed as if God sent them anoth-” 
er Jesus, who had nothing to proclaim to them, but woes of their ap- 
proaching ruin. And his crying wo also to myself, and by its being 
immediately verified, it appears as if that was ta shew, so certain would 
he fully verified his woes to Jerasalem. ' cei 


ei 
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ordi’: remark is very pertinent,* “ if Christ had not 


expressly foretold this; many who give little heed to 
portents, and who iow. that historians have been too 


—eredilous in that point, would have suspected that Jo- 


‘ 


-» sephus exaggerated, and that Tacitus was misinformed ; 
but as the testimony of Josephus and Tacitus, confirm 


the prediction of Christ, so the predictions of Christ 
confirms the wonders recorded, by those historians.” 
* But even allowing,” says Newton, * ali that incre- 
dulity can urge, that in the great. calamities of war, 
and famine, and pestilence, the people always grow su- 
perstitious, and are struck with religious panics ; that 
they see nothing but ‘prodigies and portents, which in 
happier seasons*are overlooked; that some of those 
appear to be formed in imitation of the Greek and Ro- 
‘man historians, as particularly the cow’s bringing forth 
a lamb ;—that armies fighting. in the clouds, seen in ca- 
lamitous times in all ages and countries, are nothing 
more than meteors, such as the aurora. borealis ;—in 
short, allowing that some of these prodigies were feign- 
1, and others were exaggerated, yet the pee sce of 
em is not less divine on that account. 

Whether they were supernatural, or the fictions only 
‘a disordered imagination, yet they were believed as 
—-yealities, and had all the effect of realities;+ and were 







equally worthy to be made the subject of prophecy.— - 


Fearful sights and great signs from heaven they. cer- 
tainly were, as much as if they had been 4 on 
Ge to astonish the earth.” ; 

But notwithstanding all these jennie Calaniilen, 
Christ exhorts his disciples not to be troubled. The 
Jews. may be under dreadful apprehensions, “ but be ye 
not troubled. Sade < 


aS Remar on Ecclesiastical History, vol. i. ay 
+‘ Whoso putteth his ‘trust in the Lord Sar be safe.” «But the 


_ wicked are like the troubled fo whose waters cast up mire and dirt.” es 
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 SHAPTER. Vi > 


Of wars and rumours of wars, &c. Continued till Je- 
rusalem was besieged by the Roman army under Ves- 
pasian. By, Gee ee 


Some of the most weightiest part of the predictions 
of Christ, which soon began to be fulfilled, are the fol- 
‘lowing: “ And ye shall hear of wars, and rumours of 
wars : See that ye be not troubled ; for all these things 
must come to pass, but the end,” (i. e. of the destruction 
of Jerusalem,) “2s not yet.” “ For nation shall rise 
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.”* 

And thus it was, for according to all the historians of 
those times, wars and rumours of wars began soon after 
‘they crucified Christ, and continued until the destruc~ 
tion of Jerusalem, that the whole interval is an illustra- 
tion of this prophecy. Upwards of one hundred and 
fifty of the folio pages of Josephus, which gives the 
history of this period of time, are every where stained 


with blood. ‘To relate the particulars would be to — 


transcribe great part of his history of the Jewish wars, 


To condense the most interesting part; and particularize . 
the most important instances, will be all sufficient for 


the purpose, in this work, intended. i 
About four years after the death of Christ, a war 
broke out between Herod and Aretas king of Arabia, 


in which the army of Herod was cut off. “This was al-_ 


ready kingdom arising against kingdom.”—-Wars are 
usually preceded by rumours. About this time the 
Reman emperor Caligula, who claimed divine hgneurs, 


ordered his statue to be placed in the temple of Jeru- 


* The other part of the prophecies, viz : the persecution of the disci- 


ples, spread of the Gospel, earthquakes, famines, aud pestilence, though 
standing in the Gospels succeeding the above. Yet have been hereto- 
fore; or first noticed. In order that the history of the wars, and/shew- 
ing the fulfilment of the prediction-of Christ respecting them, might be: 
entire, or connected from the first war after, his crucifixion, to the last; 
or to the final destruction of Jerusalem and dispersion of the nation. ~ 


. 
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salem, which the Jews policed to suffer, and persisted 
in their refusal, and having therefore reason to appre- 
hend a war pan the Romans, were in such consterna- 
tion that they omitted even the tilling of their lands, for 
the emperor had ordered an army raised to enforce obe- 
dience to his impious injunction, but by the interference 
of Petronius, the governor, and Agrippa, in behalf of 
the Jews. Caligula reluctantly relinquished his design, 
and the storm blew over, and the fears of the Jews, of 
Caligula renewing his impious attempt were dissipated 
by his timely death.* 

About this time a great number of Jews, on’account 
of a pestilence which raged at Babylon, removed from 
that city to. Selucia, where the Greeks and Syrians rose 
against them, and destroyed of that devoted people 
more than fifty thousand. ‘ The extent of this slaugh- 
ter,” says Josephus, “ had no parallel in any pos pe- 
riod of their history.” 

Again, about five years after this drasidfial massacre, 
there happened a severe contest between the Jews -at 
Perea, and the Philadelphians, respecting the limits of a 
city, called Mia, in which many of the Jews were slain. 
This was “ nation rising against nation.” Four 
“years afterwards, (under Cumanus,) an indignity was 

offered to the Jews, within the precincts of the temple 
by a Roman soldier, which the Jews violently resisted ; 
_ but, upon the approach of the Romans in great force, 
“their terror was great, and so disorderly and sudden 
their flight, that not less than ten thousand. Jews 
were trodden to death in the asus This again was 

“¢ nation rising against nation.’ ony 

Four years more had not expired, before the Jews 
made war against the Samaritans, and ravaged their 






*The governors of Judea, appointed by the.Romans, or by ‘heir eme 
peror, continually afflicted and insulted the poor Jews, by exhibiting a 
marked contempt for their religion and law. Even Pontius Pilate, du- 
ring his administration, took every occasion of introducing his stand 
ards, with images, pictures, consecrated shields, &c. into the city. To 
all which the Jews were opposed, according to the law of Moses which 
forbade images: Complaints being made of the rapine and tyranny of 

» Pilate, he was superseded, and perished by suicide. 





country. The people of Samaria had murdered sever> 
al Galileans, who were going upto Jerusalem to keep the 
passover, and the Jews thus revenged the murder. In 
the following year, (A. D. 65.) Claudius Felix, succeed- 
ed Cumanus in the government of Judea, under whom 
- the Jewish affairs went still from bad to worse ! And to 
make still worse, the land swarmed with robbers and 
banditti ; and within with false prophets, (as before sta- 
ted,) who were still blowing the coals of discontent and 
sedition ; so that there passed scarcely a day in which 
there was not some dreadful execution made upon some of 
these miscreants. Among these false prophets and pre- 
tended Saviours, by whom that infatuated nation was 
seduced, there was at this time that singular one, that 
came from Egypt, mentioned page 22. 

Porteus Festus succeeded Felix, who upon his com- 
ing mto the government, found the nation in the same 
distressed condition, and, which was still worse, as the 
very priesthood had began a civil war among themselves 
ever since the last year of Felix’s government. At the 
commencement of his administration, the banditti and 
assassins were. spreading terror through Jerusalem.— 
Eighteen thousand men having been discharged at once — 
who had been employed in rebuilding the temple,* as 
mentioned in a note page 16. Most of these men having 
no employ joteed themselves with these banditti, for fear 
of starving ; these wretches with poignards wnder their 
garments, ‘used to stab all those whom they judged to 
be opposed to them. The frequency of these assas- 
sinations excited universal consternation. Festus pun- 
ished those wretches with the greatest severity ; and ex- 
erted himself to the uttermost, to suppress the civil dis- 
cordsjwhich raged among the priests and others, and 
filled the country and city with blood. 

The suppression of these different parties, and dis: se- : 


* Josephus says that the vont at the temple was cauiie aed till the 
beginning of the Jewish wars. Hence that saying of the Jews toChrist, 
* forty and six years hath this temple been hitherto a building.” ‘os er so 

says the writers of the univer bok history, ‘it ought te phi : 
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vere examples he made of their leaders, impostors, and 
false prophets, and the most stiring-and mutinous of 
the rebels, was what took up the greatest part of his 
time and labour during his short. government. 
Festes dying towards the latter end of the year, 
A. D. 62. Nero nominated Albinus to succeed him.— 
He burdened the nation with extraordinary taxes, and 
became the encourager of all kinds of villany. The 
most good he did, was in endeavouring to suppress the 
robbers and Panthitk who were now grown more nu- 
merous and bolder than ever. 
After two years government he was recalled. by Nero, 
~ and was succeeded by Gessius Florus, the last and 
werse governor Judea ever had. Josephus seems at a 
loss for words bad enough to describe him by, or a mon- 
sterto.compare him to. The governors before him had 
been bad enough, but now the Jews, think thenr good, 
compared to this one. His whole behaviour was so 
openly wicked, that he was looked upon by the Jews 
more like a bloody executioner sent to butcher, than a 
magistrate to govern.* He used his utmost exer- 
tions to provoke the Jews to open rebellion ! So that 
he might have the brutal pleasure of seeing them de- 
stroy each other, or prevent his injustice, oppressions, 
jnurders, and other hellish works being inquired into, 
er that public confusion, might prevent complaints 
against his iniquitous conduct. He succeeded too well, 
‘a war was kindled accordingly through his means 5: 
- which ended with the total ruin of the Jewish nation.— 
This great event so plainly foretold by Christ and so” 
exactly fulfilled, abounds with such dreadful murders, 
and eruelties, that they are enough to fill a reader with 
horror, and pity. 
Jerusalem being thus distracted within and vwicrout, 
and groaning now more than ever under a tyrant, pies 


* The poor Jews were used by their governors, in many respects ex- 
ceedingly ill. Never werea people under heaven treated with more abuse, 
and injustice. 

It was now that tie: countryman, went about, crying, we to Jerusa 
Ba as ed aga related. |. 
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_ openly promoted t those mischiefs, he should have reme- 

died ; many of the opulent Jews forsook Jerusalem to. 
seek a an asylum among foreign nations ; whilstupwardsof . 
three hundred thousand of those who remained, applied — 
to Cestius Gallius, the then governor of Syria, ' ho wasat 
Jerusalem, at the passover, and besought him to pity 
their wretched condition, and free them from the tyranny 
of a man, who was ruining their country. Florus whe — 
was present. when these complaints were entered against : 
him ; and Cestius, instead of making a strict enquiry 
into his conduct, dismissed them with a bare promise, 
that Florus should behave better for the future ; and 
set himself about computing the number of Jews in Je- 
rusalem, inorder to send an account to Nero. By com- _ 
putation the whole amounted | to upwards of two mil- 
lion. 

Soon after this, a contest which had long subsisted — 
between the Jews and Syrians, about the city of Cesa- 
rea,* which had been kept in suspense ever since the — 
time of Felix,+ being at length decided in. favour of 
the Syrians ; ; the decree was no sooner brought to Ju- 
dea, but, as if it had been agreed on, that this should 
be the signal for a revolt, the Jews every where took 
up arms, and thus began the fatal war in the second — 
year ( of Florus’s government, in the twelfth of Nero’s 
reign, and in ‘the sixty-ninth year from the nativity of 
Christ, about thirty-five years after he predicted | that - 
there should be wars and rumours of wars, and nation — 
against nation. z 

Agrippa, whowasat this time at Jerusalem, at the be- 
ginning of the revolt, strove in vain to assuage them by. 
an elaborate speech, (as well as by other proper means.) 











kt erat -five miles North West of Jerusalem. aero etal 
¢ This contest, in which. the Jews. maintained that ey belonged to 
them, because it had been. built by Herod; and the Syrians pretended, 
“that it had always been considered a Greek city, and as proof, they, 
said, even Herod had reared temples, and statues in it, grew to such an 
height, that both parties took up arms against each other. Felix at 
length pui an end to it for atime, by sending some of the chiefs-of each 
to Rome to plead their cause before Nero the emperor, where it hung in 
suspense till this time, when Nero decided it in such a manner as caused 
this insurrection, 
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He enlarged on ‘he vast extent and grandeur of the 
Roman Empire : the mighty nations that had been sub- | 
dued by its all conquering arms; the folly and infat- 
uation of the Jews in opposing the masters of the world ; ; 
and concluded by a pathetic exhortation to them, to lay 
down their arms, and arrest the ruinous consequences of 
rebellion, but apparently bent on their own ruin, his en- 
treaties and remonstrances, were alike disregarded, and 
for thus giving them good advice, he was compelled to 
provide for his own safety by quitting the city. 
Intestine wars now raged with irresistible fury, in ev- 
ery part of this unhappy province. _ Nothing was now 
to be seen or heard of, but robberies, murders,* and 
all manner of cruelties ; cities and villages filled with 
dead bodies of all ages, sexes, and quality, even down 
to sucking babes. And though the Jews were every 
where the sufferers, yet did not their rage abate in the 
least. On their part, they neither spared Syrians nor 
Romans, but retaliated their cruelties wherever they — 
got the better of them, for which vast numbers of their 
peaceful brethren were butchered in their places of 
abode. . The Cesareans fell suddenly on the Jews of 
their city, and massacred twenty thousand, and two 
thousand at Ptolamais. And the flame, after all this 
destruction was not in the least quenched, it spread its 
destructive rage, wherever the Jews and Syrians dwelt 
together in the same place, throughout every city, town, 
and village, animosity and slaughter prevailed. At 
Damascus,t Tyre, Ascalon, Gadara, Sythopolis, and 
several other places, the carnage was dreadful. At the 
-first of those cities ten thousand were slain in an hour. 
And at Scythopolis thirteen thousand treacherously in 
one night. At Alexandria the Jews aggrieved by the 
oppression of the Romans, rose against them, but the 


* What a wonderful retaliation do we in this history behold. The 
' Jews had preferred a murderer to Christ, they crucified him between 
two thieves. And now Jerusalem and Judea is overr un with thieves ana 
murderers ! ! 
fOne hundred and sixty miles north of Jerusalem, 
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Romans overcome them, and slew twenty thousand pere 
sons, sparing neither infants nor the aged. 
By this time, (about A. D. 68,) the ‘revolted Jews 
had carried their conquest beyond Jordan, and had ta- 
ken the fortress of Macharon, and Cyprus; this last 
they rased to the ground, after having put all the Ro- 


-» mans to the sword. 


Cestius Gallus, president of Syria, who had. hitherto 
kept himself an idle spectator to all these devastations, 
began to think it high time to: bestir himself. ‘He 
-marched with a powerful army into Judea, to quell the 
rebellious Jews, and he burned all the towns and villa- 
ges in his way, and. slaughtered the inhabitants. He 
burnt the beautiful city of Joppa,* and slew the inhab- 
itants eight thousand four hundred. He laid waste 
the district of Narbatene ; and sending an army into 
Galilee, slew there two thousand of the seditious Jews. 
He then burnt the city of Lydda, (32 miles north from 
Jerusalem,) and after having defeated the Jews, he en- 
camped at length at the distance of about one mile 
Jerusalem. The people in the city no sooner he: 
his approach, and though on the sabbath, armed the: 
selves, and came out against him with such fury, that 
they had in all likelihood defeated him, had not his foot 
been timely secured by his cavalry. He lost above 

five hundred men, and the Jews but twenty-two. The 
latter having seized all the passes round about: Ces- 
tins was forced to stay three days near Bethoron, (a 
few miles east of Jerusalem, where Agrippa joined him, — 
and assisted him with his troops. Agrippa tried once 
more to appease the rebellious Jews, by sending two of © 
his chief captains to offer them pardon, and proposals 
of peace ; but the revolters, instead of hearkening' to 
their proposals, were so mean as to kill one of them, 
and wounded the other who narrowly escaped with his 
life. This base action, so contrary to ibe laws and 







; ® It was a beautiful gea port tow" n, of the Mediterranean, about thirty 
four miles North Wisets of Jerusalem, from which it was seen, as it stood 
ov a hill, 
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rules of war, in the treatment of ambassadors, was 
highly condemned by the more moderate Jews, and 
- which caused a dissension between them, which Cestius 
failed not to improve, by advancing with his whole ar- 
my suddenly against them, and pursued them almost up 
to Jerusalem. He then tarried three days at Scopas, 
not. quite a mile from it, to try whether their fright of 
his army, would not make them relent, and accept of 
conditions of peace. And then advanced towards them 
in order of battle, on the 13th of October, (A. D. 68,) 
‘and put them in such consternation that they abandon- 
ed all the outer quarters of the city. Cestius made 
himself master of the lower parts of the city, and took 
up his head quarters in the royal palace. 
Had he vigorously pushed on the siege, it is proba- 
ble he might have put an effectual end to their rebellion ; 
but that. sinful nation was now doomed to greater evils, 


A and ‘the siege was unexpectedly and unaccountably 








at the: instigation of some of Cestius’s generals, 

rus had corrupted ; and fled. from the city 
utmost’ precipitation. The Jews, however, 
ursued him as far as Antipatris, (upwards of AO miles 
from J erusalem,) and with little loss to. themselves slew 
of his army nearly 6000 men. 

- After this disaster had befallen Cestus, and so much 
dissension reigning in the city, among the Jews, that 
great numbers of the better sort, says Josephus, forsook 
Jerusalem, ‘as men do a sinking ship. And tes chris- 
-tians, mindful of their divine master’s warning, “ when 
ye shall see Jerusalem encompassed about with armies, and- 
the abomination of desolation, that ts the Roman army, 
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy pes 
then let them which be in Judea flee to the mountains.’ 
Accordingly many of them, removed to Pella, a city 
beyond the river Jordan, a mountainous country, mere . 





* Matt. xxiv. 15. Not only was the ecante ana mountain on which 
jt stood accounted and called holy, but also the whole city of Jerusa- 
lem, and several furlongs of land round about. See Neh. xi. 1, Isa. 

xxvii, 13. Zech. ii, 12.” Matt. xxvib. 68. 
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the war did not reach. Eusebius who resided near the 
spot, says, that the christians came from Jerusalem, and 
settled, before the war under Vespasian, began. Other _ 
providential opportunities for escaping afterwards oc- 
curred, of which, it is probable, those who were now 
left behind, availed themselves; for it isa striking fact, 
and such as cannot be contemplated by the pious min 
without sentiments of devout admiration, that history f 
does not record that even one christian perished in the 
siege of Jerusalem. Enduring to the end faithful to 
their divine master, they gave full credit to his predic- 
tion, and escaped the calamity. “ He that shall endure 
-to the end,” (i. e. of the scene of this prophecy) shall be 
saved,* i. e. from the calamities which will involve all 
those who shall continue obstinate in unbelief. re 

The Jews after this success against Cestius were en- 
couraged and set themselves about the properest means 
to carry on the war against the Romans ; and choosing Se 
some of their bravest chiefs to command i in the severak — 
cities and fortresses of Judea. Ananus the high | nx 
and Joseph the son of Garion, had the government of 
yusalem ; and Eleazar the chief of the revolter: 
Idumea; and Josephus, the writer of these: wars, | 
appointed governor of the two Galilees. Soon 
which they Shas to take each their particulates 
mand. — 

Whilst the new chosen governors, (now enoead by 
the Jews themselves,) were putting their respective can- 
tons, (or places they were appointed to govern, ) im the 
best posture of defence, the son of Garion in repairing 
the fortifications at Jerusalem, Josephus in fortifying 
many places in the Upper and Lower Gaiilee and raising — 
of forces to the number of 100,000, preparing arms — 
and ammunition, and Eleazar was doing the same 
Idumea, The news.came to Nero of all these prepara- 
tions, as well of the ill success of Se against the 
f x nes P 1 





















* Matt. xxiv. 13. 
+ What become of Cestius, is not known, it is pee he. did not 


he: outlive his disgrace. 
: “4* 
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Jews. He commanded Vespasian to march, with all 
“possible expedition, into Judea. Accor dively; that 
commander raised forces, and despatched his son ‘Titus 
to bring two of the Roman legions from Alexandria.— 
i their arrival, the Jews had twice attempted te 
city of Ascalon, but were repulsed, with the 
3,000 men. 
-in the spring, A. D. 69, the imperial army 60, 
00 ) strong, all well disciplined, entered Galilee; soon af- 
ter their arrival Gadara was taken, all the adults were 
“put to the sword, and fire set to the adjacent towns and 
lages. The conquerors next closely beset Jotapata. 
: sephus, now.governor of that province, having timely 
“notice of it, went into that place, and defended it with 
great bravery and vigour forty-seven days, in spite of 
all the Romanefforts. [twas atlength taken and put to 
__ fire and sword, not one Jew escaped to carry the dread- 
ful news, for they were all murdered or made prisoners. 
‘were reckoned 40,000 of the former, and but 
‘the latter. Josephus hid himself in a deep 
forty of his officers, but’ bemg ‘discovered, 
offered him his life on honourable terms if he 
ne forth > his officers were opposed to it, and 
die than surrender to the Romans, and pies 
life of Josephus if he offered to surrender.— 
soned with them on the evil of self-murder : but 
he said having no effect to persuade them, he at. 
i) last proposed to them, if they were determined up-" 
on death, to draw lots who should kill his companion, 
in order to avoid the crime of suicide. This ‘dreadful 
- proposal was accepted, and it is believed, that provi~ 
dence so ordered it, that the two last survivors, were. 
a, Josephus ; and a person whom he easily persuaded to live. 
- He then come forth, and when brought before Vespasi- 
an, as many as could, crowded about him, to have a: 
~ sight of him who had so bravely fought against them. 
He was kept prisoner, and after awhile he understood 
. that aren intendee to send ra to. ers Nes he 
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expecting. no mercy Goin that cruel stretch ig a request- 
ed liberty to speak with Vespasian, which being grant- 
ed, he told him that he had a message from the God of 
heaven to him, which was of much more concern, than * 
his being sent to Nero.—And told him that he “peal 
have prefered death to this surrender, had it n 
to deliver to him what God had revealed, tie 
would soon die and that Vespasian would succeed 
and in so short a time said he, that I already lool ok upon 
you as emperor, and your son Titus as your happy : suc- 
cessor. And said he, keep me your prisoner, an 
find that I have abused God’s name in prom 
the empire of the world, then punish:me with 
severest death , Vespasian took him at his word. : 
soon learning. that some other things that Jodeahue had 
foretold, had come to’ pass, plackd the more confidence _ 
inhim. Vespasian soon became emperor, when Josephus 
was released from prison and treated with much res 
He remained in the Roman army until the: 
the war, and then wrote the nse of the 



















*J think I am justified in calling him, a, = wre 
cording to the history of bim, he was in the latter part o 
cruel a’ ‘being as ever lived, A short sketch of him may not 
table to many readers. [In the first part of his reign, he beb 
humanity and justice, but in the latter part, he greatly altered. He m : 
ered his mother, aitd several other of his relatives, and almost all fis 
nds, and principal subjects. He mightily encouraged stage plays, 
every thing iewd and foolish. About, A. D. 65, he set the city of 
Rome on fre, and sung one of his poems at the view of the flames. To 
appease the senate, he transferred ‘the blame, on the innocent christians, 
asserting that they did it, And he caused multitudes of them to be ap- 
“prehended; some were sewed up in the skins of wild beasts, and torn ~ 
to pieces by dogs ; others were crucified ; others were burnt in Nero’s 
gardens, as nocturnal illuminations to the city : while be with gre 
pleasure beheld the spectacle from his window. Some say he 
more enraged agaipst the christians, because that one of hi arling 
concubines had ben converted by the preaching of St. Peter 
iv. 22. After his tyranny and murder had rendered him quite 
able, the senate declared him an enemy of the state, and he, in despair, 
fied: and being sought for to be killed, by being dragged through the 
Bimsett Rather than suffer such an ignominious death, murdered 
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ing and lamentation for him for near a . month ; but 
-when they came to hear, that he had surrendered hime 
self prisoner to the Romans, they who had till then re« 
tained great esteem and regard for him, began now to 
look upon him as a base betrayer of his country, and 


y 


ae him with the most irreconcilable hatred, of 








in t aes of J apha, a pe a Se ae city, tebelled, -— 
egrral sent a powerful army against them, and 


men ae children carried away prisoners.* 
A week after, the Samaritans, who had assembled on 
Mount Garizzim, with a design of defending themselves, 
_ having been closely blocked up by Cerealis, at the head 
‘ of a Roman detachment, were ready to perish with wa-- 
ey were ee? to skates and their lives of- 











dred. ie fell the next victim to. the Roman 
e. Ithad been laid waste by Cestius, but be- 
-repeopled by a great number of seditious . 
J o infested the country about. Their frequent 
_ pirac ce had provoked the vengeance of Vespasian : 
large numbers of the wretched inhabitants fled before 
his army to their ships ; but a violent tempest immedi- 
~ately arose, which dashed vessel against vessel, : 
against the rocks in the most tremendous manner.— 
Some were drowned, some were crushed by the bree 
ken ships, and others. killed themselves, and such as 
- yeached the shore, were slain by the merciless Romans, ss 
The sea for a long space was stained with Cin four 





* What inconceivable misery and mourning these wars must have Oc> 
casioned! Here at this one place upwards of a thousand women, Jose- 
phus says 1,130, who were left alive, bereaved of their husbands ; and 

- children of their parents, and they prisoners at the mercy of the ‘Ro- 
man soldiery. But this is the case of all wars more or less. And where 
could wars ever spring from, but from the spirit of wicked Cain. 








thousand two. handed dead ‘odies were Shewed along 
the coast, and dreadful to relate, not an individual : sur- 
vived to report this great calamity at Jerusalem. Such 
‘events: were foretold by our Saviour, when he said, e 










tbe sea, oe the waves roaring.* 
Vespasian next marched to ‘Tiberius The cil 
ed and the inhabitants were spared. How muc 
ter this was than resistance. "Terichea, on the sea of 
Galilee, was next attacked,-and after an obstinate 
‘sistance, was reduced, aborts of the Jews wer 
‘stroyed, and upwards ‘of thirty thousand sold for sla 
After the reduction of these two places, all the cities 
of Galilee submitted themselves to the Romans, except — 
Gischala and Gamala, and the mountain called Itabyr. 
Agrippa having in vain carried on a siege of seven ie 
‘months, the Romans were forced to’ come and assist 
him. H e tried, however, to persuade them to” surre 
der, before they were-reduced to greater streig 
“The. only answer they made him was, ‘with sto: 
their engines, one of which wounded him im 1. 
The: Romans provoked to behold the Yittle regard which — 
these wretches paid to their monarch, made’ such 
-perate assault against them, that they got posse 
the town; but being inferior in number, thy were so 
driven oul of it with considerable loss. "The ass lt 
was. renewed with great fury, and as obstinately oppo- é 
sed by the besieged, who put the Roman courage and 
strength to the severest test they had as yet felt. At Tength 
three stout Romans having beaten down one of the 
towers, the army entered in at the breach, and put all 
they met to the sword, to the number of four thousand. 
But a much greater ‘number perished by their own 
hands, flinging themselves down from the ae walls, ieee 
and by other violent means. x 
Titus who had been sent to hésiewe Gischatly: earti- 
estly exhorted the inhabitants to save themselves from 
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destruction by atimely surrender. The citizens acceeded 
to his advice, but a seditious Jew, named John, vehe- 
mently opposed it ; and having the mob at his com- 
mand, overawed the whole city. © On the Sabbath he 
intreated Titus to forbear hostility till the next day, 
promising then to accept his proposals. But after 
his request was granted, he, with a number of his fol- 
lowers fled to Jerusalem. Next day the citizens sur- 
rendered themselves, and told the Roman general of 
John’ s flight, begging of him, not to punish the inno- 
with the guilty, which he readily consented to, and 
some of his horse after the fugitive. But John 
: reached Jerusalem, before they could overtake him ; 
but his followers not making so quick speed, they killed 
near six thousand onthe road, and brought back near- 
ly three thousand women and children prisoners. The 
taking, and garrisoning this last place completed 
the conquest of Galilee, and Titus rejoined his father 
at Cesarea. 
3 r the remainder of the year and the whole of 98 
following one, the revolutions in the Roman empire,* 
prevented Vespasian from pursuing the war with | vigour. 
And he the more readily deferred commencing the 
s: siege of Jerusalem ; from being apprised that the Jews 
were wasting their str ength by internal wars, and facili- 
af, tating the conquest of fee devoted city. 
The Jewish nation; at this time were divided into 
two very opposite parties. The more rational and 
moderate part, who clearly saw that the war, if continu- 
ed, would end in the total ruin of their city and country, 
strongly urged the necessity of immediate submission to 
the Romans. The other party called Zealots, which 
were far more numerous, and powerful, consisted of men 
of the vilest and most profligate character, that ever 
history could parallel. They were proud, ambitious, 
cruel, rapacious, and comunitted the most horrid and 






















"j. e, The contentions blukeen .n Glba, Otha, and Vitellius for Lig em 
pire, more of which hereafter. : 
a 





: ae 
unnatural crimes, Balen pretence ie religion. In a 
word, if Josephus’s s character of them may be credited, 
of which there is no doubt, they acted more like incar- | 
nate devils, than like men y possessing the least spark of 
goodness and humanity. They covered. their hellish 
brutality with the specious title of zeal for the glory of 
Why affirming every where, that it “was yeaa the 
| ete aang Mare to Romans itl heathens ; and that 
this was the only motive that induced them to take up 
| arms, and to bind themselves under the strictest obliga- 





tions, not to lay them down, till they had either total: 


‘ly extirpated all foreign authority or perished in the 
attempt. ‘This dreadful dissension was not confined solely 
to Jerusalem, but had infected all the cities, towns, and vil- 
lages, of Judea. Even houses and families were divi- 
ded against each other : Josephus says expressly, that 
the discord first began in private houses, just as the bles- 
sed Jesus had expressly foretold, that a man’s greatest 
enemies should be they of his own household.* 

This opposition induced the contrary party to take 


‘up arms in their own defence, against those, whom a 


ceftain writer calls “hell hounds.” And from these 
two parties, this domestic or civil war, the Jews suffered 
wastly more than they did from the Romans, as we s! Il 
soon see. Fee 
The Zealots began to exercise their celia in rob- 
bing, plundering, and massacreing all that opposed 
them in the country round about. ‘They entered Jeru- 
salem with Zachariah and Eleazar at their head. Here 
they were at first, strenuously opposed by the high 
priest, Ananus. This pontiff made a pathetic speech 
to the people, exhorting them to take up arms against 
those factious villains, who had by this time seized upon — 
the Le ed and made it their garrison, from which time ; 


5 ree farther, “think not that I am come to send peace on arth, I 
came not to send ace buta sword.’’ Matt.x.35. In consequence: ‘of 
their rejection of him, “ and there shall be dirision, father againet son,” ‘fers 
Luke xii. 61. &c. all which qyas fully the case in these times. 
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ie 
- they sallied out to commit the vilest: outrages and 
butcheries. The Opposite party were easily persuaded 
by Ananus to resist them ; and went and armed them- 
selves and returned in a strong body, and. made a vi- 
SA gorous” attack against them. T gagement was 
fierce and obstinate on both sides, and lasted a con- 
siderable time. At length, Ananus forced them out of . 
the outward part of the temple, whence they retired in- 
to the inner, where he held them closel ieged. A 
vile demapogue, John of Gischala, who had | lately fled, 
as before mentioned, from Gischala to Jerusalem, ou 
_ was at the head of ile seditious; this wretch, under the | 
tence of taking the interest of the peaceable party, 
was actually betraying them to the Zealots. — ; 
- Ananus, not suspecting his treachery, sent him to of- 
fer the besieged some fair terms, instead of which, when 
he came to them, he persuaded them to hold out, and 
call the Idumeans to their assistance. They did so, and 
procured twenty thousand of themto come to their relief ; 
but when they approached the metropolis, Ananus re- 
_ fused them entrance, and exhorted them in a friendly and. 
‘civil manner to retire to their own country ;* at which 
“they, were so exasperated, that they accused him of be- 
‘Roman interest, and of betraying the city to 
4 They set down before the walls for that day, 
atening Ananus, in the severest terms, 7 he did not 
nN) the gates to them. ag 
On that very night there happened ciara a * dreadful, 
~ storm, accompanied with thunder and lightning, "and a, 
violent earthquake, that the Zealots from within the ins 
ner court, sawed the bolts and hinges of the temple gates, 
without being heard, and let inthe Idumeans. Athirst 
_ for blood, ind ‘fined by revenge, the morning sun be-" 
held eight thousand and five hundred dead _ bodies, lie- 
ing in the streets of the holy city. Those two parties, 
. thus joined and strengthened began to commit the most 
horrid a of those on the opposite ne _ Barely 




















































“*Nboat forty mil es South eee: of Jerusalem, Re 
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~ . 
to put them to a speedy death, was what they thought ' 
too mild a punishment ; they must have the pleasure to 

murder them by inches ; so that now'they made it their 
diversion to put them to the most exquisite torture that 
could be invented. ‘Twelve thousand persons of noble 
‘extraction, in the flower of their age, were butchered in 
that horrid manner, and among them the brave Ananus — 
sson of Gamaliel, another who had nobly op-_ 










> In aword, the Zealots fury and cruelty, were grown | 
to such a height, that the whole nation trembled at the 
very name ;* none dared be seen or heard to weep or 
ery for the murder of their nearest relations, nor even to 
give them burial. 

‘The Idumeans at length, exclaiming against-the mas- 
sacreing so many worthy persons, and finally having 
repented of joining the Zealot tyrant, they returned to 
their native country. 

_. The Zealots began'to set up a kind of a court judi- 
cature, to judge those they should think guilty, with 
some show of justice. Zechariah the son of Baruch, 
was one of the first, who was brought before this mock 
court, which consisted of seventy-two persons. ‘They 
brought a dismal catalogue of accusations against hi 
which he not only repelled with great ease, anc 
ness, but reminded them of their own black a 
crimes, with such noble courage, and in-such | 
lours, that the consciousness of their guilt, 
pronounce him innocent, at which the body of the 
Zealots were so exasperated, that they murdered him 
on the spot.- = 
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* Exactly similar to the reign of terror in France at the beginning of 
the revolution, or about 1792. age 
{ This brave and worthy person, is, by many christian commentators, 
supposed to be the one that Christ meant when he§Said, “that upon you 
gnay come all the righteous blood shed upon the:earth, from the blood 
of righteous Abei unto the blood of Zacharius, son of Borachias, whom 
ye slew between the temple and the altar.” As there is no statement 
any where in the scriptures previous to the time Christ spoke this, of 
any such person being slain in the manner here related. It is objected 
that he speaks of one long before put to death, but it is replied, that he 
spake prophetically, and pecoxding to, the prophetic style, made use of 
(3) ' 
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_ Their rage did net stop there ; but, after butchering | 
many of distinction and character, they began to von 
it on the common people. It was a capital crime to op- 
pose them; to be inactive, was to be a spy on them ; 
not to applaud their vile actions was to b 2 disafiected ; ‘oF 
to be disliked by them was crime enough to deserve 

: ae This obliged many of the Jews to forsake Je- 











Nee aent Suing so, were » put to irctae som All 
this while Vespasian was at Cesarea, and remained a 
_kind of idle spectator of the dismal condition of the 
Jewish nation. His officers amazed at this so unusual 
inaction, ‘took the liberty to remind him, what a pity it 
was he should thus neglect the most favourable oppor- 
“tunity of making himself master of Jerusalem, and all 
Palestine or Judea. Vespasian, who had a longer head 
than they, soon made them sensible, that his continuing 
thus idle in Cesarea was the most probable means of 
effecting the conquest they spake of, with the least diffi- 
culty, and hazard of his troops; since the Jewish strength 
was ‘daily growing weaker and weaker by their intes- 
broils and massacres, whilst his own men, after en- 
so long a refreshment, would be the better able 
ash them iiito Psicsion or death. 
y thing succeeded to his wish. The Zealots, af- 
; aving massacred, cr driven away all who were capa- 
ble of opposing them, turned their murderous weapons 
against each other. For a new party was formed 
against John, by Simon, the son of Gorias, a bold am- 
-bitious young man of abandoned character and daring 
spirit. To increase his party, he published a proclama- 
tion, in which he promised liberty to all slaves, and 
suitable encouragement to all freemen who would en- 
list under his banners, This stratagem had the desired 








the present for the fale. And of the last of those just "persons, the 
shedding of whose blood. was to ail up the measure in full of the iniqui- 
ties. af es dept: 





into ‘i P ondidepitle army, ond himself ieee Hes 
obeyed, as if he had been a monarch. Many Jews of — 
istinction, as well as others of a meaner rank, were glad 








hemselves under his protection, to-escape _ 
e -cruelties of the other party. After he had — 
any followers, he invaded Idumea, corrupted 
of that country; and, having g 
f their military forces, advanced towards Jeru- a 
d encamped before the city. This army de- _ 
oeovenl the Jews without the walls, and was more dread- 

ed than the Romans, while the Zealots within excited 
still greater terror than either. — 

The inhabitants of Jerusalem, in order to oppose the 
tyranny of John, formed the fatal resolution of admit- 
ting Simon with his troops. Accordingly he’ entered, 
and increased the calamities of these miserable people, 
who now were exposed alternately to the rage of both 
parties. And to further add to their misery, another 
party also arose in the city, under Eleazar ; and, after a 
deal of quarrelling and fighting against each other, act- 
ing more like mad men and devils, than rational and 
human creatures, and sacrificing many thousands to 
each other’s tyranny and ambition, (of which to give a 
full account, would take many pages.) Johnfound means 
to cut off, or force Eleazar’s men to submit to him, and 
the factions were again reduced to two parties headed 
by Simon and John, who opposed each other with im- 
placable animosity. 

During these contests, and civil wars in the city, Ves- 
pasian had marched from Cesarea; conquered the 
hitherto unsubdued part of the country ; stormed He- _ 
bron, (twenty-two miles south of Jerusalem,) slew all 
the adults, and burned their city. He also gained pos- 
session of Gadara, the metropolis of Perea, and poured. 
nearly all the Idumean towns to ashes. 

Jerusalem now, (in the fore part of the year a8 D. 
72) became the grand object of the Romans. ‘Vespa- ’ 
sian, having been elected emperor, Bie. to the wee 















lem. "tus in ae march iowaedan it, laid’ acts the coun- 
try, and slaughtered the inhabitants. He had, besides 
- the three legions which had served under his father, the 
fifth legion which had been so roughly handled by the ~ 


jews in Cestius’s time, and now burned with desire of 
revenge. Besides these, Agrippa, Soemus, and Anti- 
‘oO us, (the two former of whom accompanied 
2rson,) and some allied cities, had furnished hi 
twenty regiments of foot, and eight of horse 
vast multitudes of Arabs, and a choice number of persons 
_ of distinetion from Italy, and other places, who came to 
signalize themselves under his standard. Titus order- 
ed the fifth legion to take the road of Emmaus, the 
tenth that of Jericho; the other legions marched after 
himin order. J osephus who was an eye witness of it all, 
because he was still ordered to follow the emperor, gives 
it us as follows : The auxiliaries marched first, and were 
followed by the pioneers, whose business it was to level,. 
or clear the ground as they went. After them came 
the general quarter-masters, who marked out their en- 
campments, and were followed by the baggage of the 
chiefs of the army, under a sufficient escort. 

Titus came next, attended with his guard, and a se-, 
lect 1 number of troops, followed by a body of horse, who 
‘ marched. just before the warlike engines, and after these. 
~ came the tribunes, and chiefs. of the cohorts, attended 

with a chosen number of troops. Then appeared the 
Roman eagle, surrounded with the ensigns of the sev- 
eral legions, and preceded by a number of trumpets 
! sounding, and followed by the main body, which march- 
edin rank and file in front. _ Lastly came the suttlers, 
handicrafts, &c. attended with a strong guard of sol- 
_ diers, .which closed the whole march. In this order 
they came to Gophna, which had a Roman garrison, 
and onthe next day to Gibeath-Saul, about pice miles 
and a half from Jerusalem. 
We have now deduced the prophecies as low as the 
siege of Jerusalem, or very near, And thus we see 
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Pet eect ais and. rumours of wars, whi ( 
should be before the destruction of Jerusalem. £ 
besides all those that have been related, his p 


of wars and 1 fee of wars, had been sti 





Fades was, as ve > have shewed, miserably. fork wi face . 
eign and intestine wars, the Roman empire was in al 
most as bad a plight, by the fierce contentions of Galba, 
Otho, and Vitellius, each fighting for the empire,* but 
they all dying, as well as Nero their immediate prede- — 
cessor, a violent death or by suicide, within eighteen 
months. And Vespasian being chosen emperor, a calm 
was restored to the empire, and now Vespasian and Ti- 
tus had no wars with any other nation, (that I recollect,) 
or any others they wished to subdue at this time bt 
Jews. p 
And now commences their utter ruin as foretold by 
Christ, the full completion of his predictions respect- 
ing Jerusalem, and besides his prediction of its ruin, — 
and of the Jews. Many of his followers from the time — 
he was crucified, to the time of the destruction of Jeru- 
salem, repeatedly had foretold the Jews of their ap- 
proaching ruin, Particularly St. Peter and St. Paul, 
of whom it is recorded by Lactantius, that when they 
were dragged to execution, they foretold, that God 
would in a little time send a prince against the Jews, that 
should overcome them, and level their metropolis with 
the ground ; that during the siege of it, they should _ 
pine with hunger and thirst, even to eating one. anoth- 
er; that after it was taken, they should see their women. 












* “To judge of the happiness of a natiqn;” saysa writer, “ or of an 
individual, by the appearance of outward power and splendour, isto. 
adopt an erroneous ground of judging. The throned monarch might 
often envy the happiness of his meanest slave ; and ‘whilst, an empire 
gives law to nations, and the terror op its name is universal, it may be 
one'wide scene of misery.” This was much the condition of" Romie at 





this time, or previous to Vespasian being made emperor.” Vieétoriés, 

triumphs, luxury, idleness, ease, and elegance, filled Rome and all Italy, 

with millions of wretches, abandoned to all principles of virtue, seek~ 

ing for pleasure through riot, ene; and wickedness. ‘ 
5* 
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yously tormented before their eyes, their vir ins 

wered, their young men torn asunder, and their 

s dashed in piece: 3 themselves reduced to the low- 

mise} » their country wasted with fire and sword, 

ole nation banished out of their own land, 
had rejected and so cruelly treated the Son 

And that St. Peter had made many _other- 

redictions, either by inspiration, or explaining those 
his Master. And Phlegon a heathen author, whose 

€stimony Origin produces, had recorded that every 
hing, that the apostles had foretold was punctually ful- 
led. Thus nothing befel the Jews but what had been 

- foretold them. And the cause of all their sufferings 

was one and the same—a departure from the law and 

‘covenant of their God. Or in other words their sins 
and wickedness, in which they had never before arrived 

3 reat an height ; and in their adding thereto the 

a of all, the unjust and most wicked act, of cruci- 
fying the beloved, amiable, holy Son of God, and then 

_ still adding sin to sin, in persecuting his disciples and 
. ng many of them to death. And horrid to relate, 

ney sealed their doom, their time of ‘grace was now | 

past, and their destruction mevitable. I have endea- 

_ voured to arrange and relate in as concise and plain a 
manner as I could the several events, and signs, which 
our Lord had foretold would precede the destruction, 
of what had long been called the holy city. 
~ No sooner were his predictions accomplished, or the 

time come for their fulfilment, than a most unaccountable 

nfatuation seized upon the whole Jewish nation. They 

appear to be bent on their own ruin, and rush headlong 

into ‘the midst of those unparalleled calamities, which at 
length totally overwhelmed them. Our allotted room 
will not admit a minute detail of the origin and pro- 
gress of all those evils ; but such particulars -as are of 
most importance, and which illustrate the fulfilment of 





























‘the remaining part of our Lord’s predictions, shall be 
our next subject. ier | a 
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“war. cf 
Further— shewing, ‘the 2 ful ent er the. aioe 0 
Christ, relating to the destruction of LEEDS a 

tmp, gue ai the Jewish Nation. par ae 





Containing several introductory observations prev 
and the better understanding of ug ee and af 


ey 


struction of Jerusalem. - 





Tue preceding eae. was concerning ‘the eu 
of the destruction of Jerusalem, and of the wars and 
rumours of wars preceding its destruction, or which 
transpired before the siege, which were to be forerun- 
ners of this great event. And now we proceed to give. 
an account of those which happened during the siege _ 
and after it. “ Never. was prophecy,” says Bishop 
Newton, “more exactly fulfilled, and that it is well. 
worth our time and attention to trace the P articu 
lars.” Aaa 
’ Previous to Titus having closely besieged thie c ty, . 
the Jews had resorted from far and near, even from 
yond the river Euphrates, and a greater resort than ey- — 
er before, to keep the passover : the principal cause of 
which was, the chief of the Jews in Jerusalem had'writ- 
ten to invite their brethren, from every where, . not 
_ doubting but their presence, and great concourse, would 
contribute to quell the factious within, as well as. op-.. 
pose the Romans without ; so that they came flocking, f 
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Tae from all parts of thei world.* And ve 
how they fared. wee the factious 





: ce a re 4 
- the city. "a The e Jews were Penibyed ‘with astonishment 
md fear ; there 1 was no time for counsel, no hope of pa- 
cification, no means of flight :—all was wild disorder 
and perplexity :—nothing was to be heard but “ the 
confused noise of the warrior,”—nothing to be seen but - 
* garments rolled in blood,’—nothing to be expected 
from the Romans but signal and exemplary vengeance. 
A ceaseless cry of ‘combatants was heard day and night, 
t ions of mourners were still more 
rand terror pat now a 


















aeech was the horrible condition of the place when 
Titus and his army presented themselves, and encamp- 
ed before Jerusalem; but alas! not to deliver it from 
its miseries, but to fulfil the predictions, and vindicate 
the benevolent warning of our Saviour: “* When ye. 
see,” he had said to his disciples, “ the abomination of 
desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in 
the holy place, (See note page 40,) and Jerusalem sur- 
rounded by armies, then let them who are tn the midst o 
- Jerusalem depart, and let not those who are i the cown- 
hay enter into her,” for, “then know that the desola- 


* ‘This is the most astonishing to me of any thing related in the whole 
story from first to last : that the Fews should resort in such numbers to 
Jerusalem, in such troublesome and dangerous times ; on the very ac- 
count of which many had left the city, as heretofore noticed. And that 
such numbers should now resort to Jerusalem, when, besi ¥:s the dread- 
' fal times within, on account of the civil war, but when: Titus was ap- 
‘proaching to besiege the city with his army. Their conduct is totally 
unaccoubtable to me, unless it.be as the authors of the Universal His- 
tory, and many other writers say, “‘ that they were directed thither by 
the hand of providence, to suffer the punishment of their sin.” But. 
be this as it may, it does appear that an unaccountable infatuation had 


fell upon the whole Jewish nation, and that they contrived every ‘es 
_ to ruin themselves. 
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hon,” or ruin, “ thereof is nigh.”* These armies no 
doubt, were those of the Romans, who now inves 
the city. age iy Pe 7 . 
From the time of the Babylo 
had been held as an abomina 
national aversion was mani 
their gods, and emperors, arm Rs 
ried on their standards : Lest, hov ever, the army of Tbe 
tus should not be sufficiently designated, our Lord adds, 
“© Wheresoever the carcass is, there will the eagles be — 
gathered together,’} to devour, to destroy. _ ‘ 
The Jewish. state, at this time, was compared to aie 
carcass. The sceptre of Judea, (i. e-) the civiland pow ~ 
litical authority, the life of its geligion, and the glory 
of its temple, were departed. It was, in short, m 
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pie and murder, fitly represented the fierce and san 
guinary temper of the Romans, and, perhaps, might 
be intended to refer also to the principal figure on th 
ensigns, which, however obnoxious to the Jews, 
at length planted in the. midst of the holy ci 
nally. im the temple itself. 

The day on which Titus encompassed Jerusalem was 
the feast of the passover : and it is deserving of the very 
particular attention of the reader, that this was the an- 
niversary of that memorable period, in which they cru- 
cified their Messiah! At this season, as before mention- 
ed, multitudes came up fromrall the surrounding country, 
and from distant parts, to keep the festival. How suit. 
able and how kind, then, was the prophetic admoni- — 
tion of our Lord; and how clearly he foresaw into fu- 
turity when he said, ‘ Let not them that are in the cown~ 
tries enter into Jerusalem.” Mankind are always gain- 
* ers in this world, by believing in and practising that — 
which is holy, just, and good, besides being infmitely 
gainers in another. 7 tae 

What a miserable situation must those Jewsthat came 





* Matt, xxiv. 15. Luke xxi. 20,21, + Matt. xxiv, 28, 1 Luke po 4 a ae 
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o Jerusalem, have beenin: andalso their families, they 
hearing thatall those who had left home were enclosed in 
_ Jerusalem by the Roman army, and could not return: 

“wives never to see their husbands more, nor children 
| We can hardly conceive of the lamenta- 
ery. Had they believed in the holy Jesus, 
or his disciples, they would not have been caught in this 
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"miserable situation. ‘They would have adhered to the 
warning, “ Let not them that are in the countries enter 
into Jerusalem.” According to Josephus the event took 
_ place suddenly ; thus not only fulfilling the predictions 
0 ese calamities should come, like swift . 
on of the east, and shineth even ; 
nare on all them, (the Jews,) 
he whole earth,* but justi- 
: ] ( direction, that those who fled 
from the place, should fly as quick as possible, by tel- 
them, “ Let him which is on the house top, not come 
» fo take any thing out of his house. Neither Let 
hich is tn the field, return back to take his clothes.” 
ist makes use of these expressions, to intimate that 
their flight must be sudden and hasty, as Lot’s was out 
ef Sodam. . As our Saviour cautioned his disciples to 
fly, “ when they should see Ler sel ie ean with 
armies; se—it was very providentia y ordered, that 
Jerusalem should be encompassed with armies, and yet 
that they should have such favourable opportunities of 















_ making their escape. In the twelfth year of Nero’s 
_ reign, when Cestius Gallus came against Jerusalem with 
_ @ powerful army, as related in the last Chapter, he 
might, as Josephus affirms, if he would have assaulted 
_ the city, presently have taken it, and thereby have put 
an end to the war: but without any just reason, and 
contrary to the expectation of all, he raised. the siege 
and departed. tne: . 
Vespasian was deputed in his room to govern Syria, 
and to carry on the war against the Jews: this great 





* Luke xxi, 35, 






general having subdued all the country, prepared ti 
besiege Jerusalem, and invested the city on every side, 
as we shall soon see. But the. of LN ero’s death, 
ange soon. afterwards of Galba’s S. 












sonable to engage ina 3 fare war, his Be were anx- 
ious for the safety of their own country. By these ~ 
means the expedition against Jerusalem was deferred for 
some time ; and the city was not actually | besieged in 
form, till after Vespasian was confirmed in theempire, 
and Titus was sent to command the forces in Judea and 
against Jerusalem. The cidental delays, were fa- 
vourable to the christian for those who ha 
thoughts of retreating, and viding for their own — 
safety. Afterwards there was hardly any possibility — 
of escaping ; for our Saviour had said, “ Theday shall, 
come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast. a trene 
about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee 01 
every side,” and he assigns the reason for giving then 
this caution; “ For there shall be great tribulation, s 
as was not from the beginning of the world to this : 
nor never shall be.” For indeed all history cannot fur- 
nish us with a parallel to the calamities and miseries of 
the Jews, which have been great, besides those which 

are past, but greater still which are now going to be re- 
lated. Quarrelling, rapine, murder, famine, and pesti- 
lence within, and all the terrors of war without. Our 
Saviour wept at the foresight of these things, and it is 
almost impossible for persons of tenderness and human-  / 


ity to read the relations without weeping too. 

































CHAPTER VIIL } 
am Gentinied from - commencement of the siege against 
z oR till the conquest of it. ae 











* Tue ia tae, in our account of the Roman army 
we left them, po at peat -Saul, about three 





Titus adganced near the ete in- Boe to examine its 
strength and avenues, attended only with six hundred 
horse ; he flattered himself that upon his first appearance, 
ae part of the Jews would open the eres to 












he pad himself quite 


from his cavalry ; so hae he had no- olior. way left to 
~ cseape their fury, but to make a desperate push, and 
“break his‘way through them ; which he at length, almost 
- miracle, happily accomplished, even without receiving 
an, Ss end, though many darts and arrows were shot at 
: nim, oF _losing more than two of his men. To this Jo- 
ae sephus says, “it is evident at that time that God pre 
served him, and that it is God that giveth the victory.” 
This event caused a short suspension of hostilities, and, 
by opening the gates, gave another opportunity to such 










they could not have attempted without interruption, 
- from the suspicion that they wished to revolt to the Ro- 
‘mans. This success inspired the Jews with confidence, 
and they resolved to defend their a to the very utter- 
most. 

After Titus had made this narrow oP he caused 





his army to draw near to Scopas within less than a mile’ 


' of the city, in order to besiege it in form, whilst the fac- 
tious within were applauding themselves for their late 


advantage, which they vainly interpreted as a good 
~ornen of their future success. His legion which had 
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y, and made so sudden and © 


-as were disposed to make their escape ; which before, 
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came by the way of Jericho, being arrived, he ordered it — 
to encamp on the mount of Glives, which was parted — 
from the town by the brook Cedron, and where they 
were on a sudden so. fariously assaulted, that they were 
in danger of being cut all to pees had not Titus come 
timely to their relief. 

It was then that the factions, seeing Mietbaelves ‘be- 
sieged by so powerful an army, and so brave a general, 
began to think of laying aside all private faults, and 
join together in a vigorous defence against the common 
enemy. This union, however, proved but short lived ; a 
for on the fourteenth of April, A. D. 72; which was 
ushering in the passover, when Eleazar had | opened fie 
avenues of his court, to the. . concourse that car 










people, and filled afte court of the priests sithe blood 
and horrid setae and took possession of the toe ie 








dice cut off, or after their flight, ee ae be 
ted thenselvds to John, who had now. no ones ‘witht 
the walls but Simon. et 
From that time, this Jast renewed his hoatilities age 
him with great vigour, he held now the whole temple, 
some of the out posts of it, and the vale of Cedron. 
Simon had the whole city to range in, in some parts of 
which John had made such devastations, that they serv- 
ed them for a field of battle ; from which they sallied - 
unanimously against the common enemy, whenever oc- 
¢asion served; after which they returned to their usual 
hostilities, turning their arms against each other, Cpe ee 
astonishing mad conduct ,) just as if they had sworn to’ 
make their ruin more easy to the Romans. Who in the 
meantime, were drawing still nearer to the walls, hav-_ 
ing with great labour and pains, levelled all the ground 
between Scopas and them, by palin down all the 
6 
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houses ‘and hedges, and cutting down the trees, and 

clearing away every thing that stood in their way. 
Whilst this work was doing, Titus sent the besieged 
some offers of peace: Josephus was chosen to be the 
messenger of them ; but all the offers he made, were re- 
jected with indignation. Next day they made a show 
of accepting them, insomuch, that some of the Romans, 
believmg them in earnest, ventured contrary to their 
general’s orders, to enter the city; many were killed, 
and wounded, at which the Jews made great joy, deri- 
ding the Romans for bemg so easily deceived.. He sent 
a second time Nicanor and Josephus, with fresh offers ; 
the former received a wound in his shoulder, upon which 
esolved to begin the assault. Every thing was 
now: y carried on with ardour ; the Romais began to x play 
ry with all their might, and 
was by one of those and < this time, that Jesus, the 
r man who had so long foretold the destruction of 
Jewish nation, by crying woes against it, was kil- 
ee tonally, but by being in the way, between 



















s had likewise their machines upon the walls, 
r plied with uncommon fury : they had taken 
Cestius, in their pursuit after him, when he 
ured so unexpectedly from them : but they were so 
ignorant in their use, that they made little execution 
with them, till they were better instructed by some Ro- 
man deserters ; till then, their chief success was rather 

wing to their s equent sallies, by which many were of- ~ 
don both sides. But the Romah legions, who 
their machines before them, and every thing in- 
made terrible havock. The least stones they threw 

were near one hundred weight; and these they could 
throw about a quarter of amile, and with = force as 
‘to do terrible execution. 

The besieged were soon compelled to retire Sin the 
ponderous stones which the Romans incessantly. threw 
agamst them. ‘Their battering rams, at the same time. 
were steadily directed against the walls. i. breach was. 










soon'made, at. which the besteger s enteréd, and encamp- 
ed in the city within the first wall, while the Jews re- 
tired behind the second enclosure. 

The Romans immediately advanced to the second 
wall, and applied their engines and battering rams, so 
effectually, that one of the towers the Jews had erected, 
began to shake. Those who occupied it perceiving 
their impending ruin, set it on fire, and astonishing to 
tell, they precipitated themselves into the flames. The 
fall of this structure gave the Romans an entrance into 
the second enclosure. They were, however, repulsed 7 
by the besieged: but at length regained their lost g 
ground, and prepared for attacking the third and inner 
walls. ae 

The famine now raged i terrible manner in ‘the ci- 
ty. Ithad for some time been silently approac 
and many of the peaceable and poor had _perishe 
want of necessaries. _ With this new ae str 









wasted aad aoe iS ae? quantities S 
as might have supplied the city many years. . 1 
as Josephus says, ‘(they cut the very sinews of - 
own strength, and were reduced to a famine of their 
own making,” which was such, that impelled by the 
craving of hunger, they snatched the staff of life out 
of each other’s Ce and many devoured the grain 
unprepared. ~~ a 
The factious Soldiers preyed upon the con 10 







their houses, and if they found any victuals in ythén 
they butchered the inhabitants for not apprising them 
it. And if they found nothing, which was almost aa 
where the case, they put them to the most severe tor- 
tures, under pretence that they had some provisions con- 
cealed. Women forced from their husbands, and chil- 
dren from their fathers, and even mothers from their _ 
infants, the little they had, and while sucking children — 
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were wasting 3 their arms, they took away the 
vital drops that sustamed them. So justly did our 
Lord pronounce a wo on ‘them who should give suck 
in these days.” Josephus says, “‘ Ido not think that 
.since the creation any city ever suffered such dreadful 
calamities.” And speaking of the factions, he “says, f 
should undertake an impossible task, were I to enter in- 
fo a detail of all the cruelties of these’ impious wretches, 
and of men so fertile in ail kinds of wickedness. 

Titus who knew their miserable condition, and was 
sill willing to spare them, gave them four days to re- 
flect ; during which he caused his army to be muster- 
ed, and provisions to be distributed to them in sight of 
ae Jews, who flocked upon the walls to see it; vehich 
did so much more increase their misery, that the most 
illanous among the Zealots would have agreed to sur- 
der, | could they have depended on a pardon, which 
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cir black and horrid deeds, made them qui d 
or Tee was sent to speak to them a “al 















ns one considered as their own. * J ek 
s pathetic speech and exhortation to them, shed. he 
ys, a flood of tears. But his stubborn people, after 
many bitter invectives, began to dart their arrows at 
him : at which, not at all regarding, he went on with great 
earnestness ; " are all the effect it wrouphe on them, was 
that it only prevailed on great numberst to steal away pri- 
vately to the Romans, whilst the rest became only the 
desperate and resolute to hold on to qe dase in 
spite of ‘Titus’s merciful offers. 

As many as were caught by the Rémens in shee sal- 
Ties j in fighting against then Titus caused to be cruci- 
fied in sight of the town, to inject terror among the 
rest, but the Zealots reported that they were those whe 
fled to him for protection; which when Titus. under- - 
stood, he sent a prisoner with his hands cut off to un- 
deceive and assure them, that he sparedall that ve- 
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luntarily came over to him. “Which encouraged great 
numbers to accept his offer, though the avenues were ~ 
closely guarded by. the factious, who putall to death who 

were caught going to the enemy. Se 
_A great calamity befell many Jews who had escaped , 
safe to the Roman camp.. A report got spread ameng 
the Arabs and Syrians, who were incorporated in’ the 
Roman army, that the Jews who came, had swallowed 
their gold. Impelled by avarice, with unexampled cru- 
elty they ripped open the bellies of two thousand of the 
deserters in one night, to come at the supposed trea- 
sure, When Titus was apprised of this barbarity, he 
would have condemned all these butchering wretches to 
death; but they praved so numerous that he was fore- — 
edto save them ;* and contented himself, with issuing a 
proclamation through his camp, that as many as should 
be guilty of the same horrid villany, should be pw ares 
smmediate death. - Yet did not this deter some from do- — 
-ing of the same privately : yet afterall, in very few ¢ 
they find what they sought for. ‘It appears, says J 
sephus, that God had given the Jews over to p i 
“suffering all things to be turned to their destruc 
Titus to hasten their. destined ruin, underto 


arduous task of enclosing the city with a stror 


in order to prevent the inhabitants from receivi 


succour, or provision from the adjacent country. 
ding his vengeance by flight. Es 
Such was the spirit of the soldiers, that in th 
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# [ think it no credit to Titus, that he did not inflict upon them some 
: punishment. The poor Jews had been offered protection, if they cam 
out among the Romans, (and if they had had gold in their pockets the — 
soldiers had no right, nor orders to rob them of it, or take it from th 4) i 
and then to be treated in that manner, was too. dishoneurable, ¢ 
grea i ished. The few that_had hid their ¢ 
that manner, it was not done to hide it fcom the Romans, but. 
thieves in the city, fearing it would be taken from them be 
out, Josephus says, that he does not know of a greater 
to injustice that ever befell the Jews. And T dont. kno! f 
act of wickedness ever committed. It isa common s: ying, 
~ men are as bad as the devil can make them, they are so. F 
_ wickedness can we conceive, of devils being capabl de hi 
-. devils incarnate have not done. I have some times thought that they - 
out do even their master. — BO 9 ce 
Se ag ; 6% : so 























they enclosed the city by a wall ae five miles in cir- 
cuit. Thus was fuliilled another of our Saviour’s pre- 
dictions. ‘ The days shall come upon thee when thine 
enemses shall cast a trench about thee, and encompass thee: 
in on every side.” * 

As no supplies whatever could now enter the walls, 
the famine rapidly extended, and horribly increasing, 
and devoured whole families. ‘The tops of houses,* 
and the recesses or most private parts of the city, were 
covered with women, children, and aged men. The 
young sen appeared like skeletous in the places of 
public resort, and often fell down lifeless in the streets. 
The dead were too numerous to be interred, and many 

- expired in the performance of this office. ‘The public 
calamity was too great for lamentation. Silence, and 
_as it were, a black, and deadly night overspread the 
city. But even such a scene could not awe the rob- 
bers, they stripped the dead of their grave clothes, with 
munfeeling and wild laught:z. They with their swords 
pierced their carcasses, and some that were yet breath- 
jing. Simon Gioras chose this melancholy and awful 
o manifest the deep malignity, and cruelty of 
ms ture, in the execution of the high priest Matthias, 
| his three sons, whom he caused to be condemned 
sfavourers of the Romans. The father, in considera-- 
“tion o his having opened the gates to Simon, begged 
ke e might be executed previously to his children ; 
ut the unfeeling ty: ant gave orders that he should be 





















a. n the lasi place, i in sight of his children, | 


“ and in ais cxpinng 2 moments insultingly asked him, 






Th ——— render should be informed, that the tops of houses. 
- of the Jews, as well as those of the ancient Greeks and Romans, were 
flat on the top for them to walk upon, and had usually stairs on the out- 
side, by which they might ascend and descend without entering inte 
the house. Those who do not know this, must think it strange, when 
“they read of peeple being on the tops of their houses, and also of what 
- Christ says, speaking ofthis day, ‘ let him which is on: ‘the house top not 
come down to take any thing out of his house.’ Speaking thus to signify, 
- that they must hurry away as quick as possible, and get out of the city, 
before it isim sucha miserable situation as we now read that it Wa 
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whens the Rati could. thes relieve a) ce they 
denied him common burial. 

Ananus with about seventeen persons more of rank 
and. merit, were put to death after him ; besides many 
more fo for having been caught weeping for their deceas- 
ed friends. 

All this while Josephus did not cease exhorting thent 
to surr ender, and to represent to them, the dread- 
ful consequences of an obstinate resistance, and to as- 
sure them that it was out of his mere compassion, that 
he thus hazarded his own life to save theirs: he receiv- 
ed such a wound on his head by a stone, as laid him 
for dead on the ground. ‘The Jews sallied out imme- 
diately to have seized his body, but the Romans ran 
quickly and took him off. 

They also kept Josephus’ s father in prison, and fale 
public proclamation, that no citizen whosoever should 
either speak to him, or go into his company; for fear 
he should betray them. 

One Judas who was one of Simon’s iiiaer officers, 
and a person entrusted by him to keep one of the tow- 
ers, saw this cruel procedure of Simon; he consulted = 


with ten of his men, that were under Hien: and that were © : : 
most faithful to him, and in whom he could confide, to _ 
depart to the Romans, and not to stay longer among so 





much misery and cruelty, and that as they could have e 
no hopes of deliverance by continuing under such 
wicked wretches, and that the famine was among them 
and the Romans, almost the same as within the city, 


that Simon had been unfaithful to his best friends, and 


that there was no reason to expect but he would: soon 
bring them to the like punishment, which if they could 


get mone the Romans they would be safe from Sic 


‘mon’s cruelty and all the miseries in the city. Come 
on,” said he, “let us surrender up this wall and tower 
and save ourselves and city, nor will Simon b ch 
hurt if he be brought to justice a little sooner, yan he 
will be.” The ten soldiers were prevailed upon to do— 
as he said, and called to the Romans. cel the pet: 








= had een § so Soles nibeived: hes delayed, till Siu 
came and discovered the plot, when they were all put 
- to death, and their mangled bodies thrown down be- 
fore the walle of the city in sight of the Romans. 

When they found that neither their guards, nor seve- 
rities could prevent the people’s flight, they had recourse 
to another stratagem equally impious and cruel ; which 
was, to hire a pack of vile pretenders to pr ophecy, to 
go about and encourage the despairing remains of “ 
people, to expect a cpeedy and miraculous deliverance 

- and this imposture proved a greater expedient with heat 
infatuated nation, than ar other precautions. We 
- shall not disgust our readers nor take up time, to men- 
tion what miserable shifts these poor wretches made use’ 

. ae: to.prolong the sad remains of a life, which ought to 
have been more loathsome under such circumstances, 
than the filthy and unnatural aliments picked up 
to support it. 

- The -horrors of famine grew ‘still more melancholy 
os and effective: The Jews, for want of food, were at 
length. compelled to eat that which in better cireum- 

“stances” would have been most odious. It would be 

disgusting to many readers, to give a detail of what 

_ they did eat. Nothing could he more dreadful than - 

_ the famished condition to which they were now reduced. 

The poor, having nothing to trust to but the Roman 

mercy, or a speedy death, ran all hazards to get out of | 

city. The rich within the walls were now forced, 

_ though in the most private manner, to give half of allthey 
were worth, for a measure of wheat, and the. mid- 
dling sort for one of barley.. This they were forced — 

_ tocarry into some private place in their houses, and to 
~ feed upon is as it was, without daring to pound or grind. 

" jt, much léss to boil or bake it, lest the noise or smell - 
We draw the rapacious Zealots to come an te | 
from them. N ot pet they were in — a ‘ 

















and end i in barbarous plunder ; sks © ‘the: star a4 











what they cruelly stiled all useles 


still thought it too great a mercy to be granted her.- 





2 ‘persons, and the 
keeping their own stores in reserve. oe 


The famine raged in such a dreadful manner that an 
unhappy mother, (a Jewess,) was reduced to the extre- - 


mity of butchering and eating her own child. This 


lady, whose name was Miriam, or Mary, had taken re- 
fuge, with a vast number of others, in this accursed ci- 
ty, from the beginning of the war. As famine increas- 
ed, the factious Zealots, lived almost altogether upon 
the plunder of the helpless, had often forced imto her 
house, and carried off such provisions as she was able 
to procure. She had often tried either by prayers to 


prevail on them, or by curses to provoke them to put 


an end to her miserable life: those inhuman monster 


Filled at length with fury, the intolerable cravings © 


hunger and dispair, she snatches her sucking cbild from 
her bosom, cuts its throat, and broils him ; and having 


satisfied her present hunger, she hid the rest. The 
smell of it soon drew those voracious carrions 
again to her house; they threatened to put her to the 
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most excruciating tortures, if she did not discover her — 
rovision to them ; upon which she goes and brings - 
them the sad relics of her mangled infant son, and sets — 
*t before them, and bids them to eat heartily, and not — 
be squeamish, since she, the once tender mother of it, — 


had butchered, dressed it, and made a meal of it.— 
At the sight ofthis horrid dish, those bloody hell 
hounds, who never had till then, felt the least spark of 
yemorse-or humanity, were seized with such dread, that 


‘they went off trembling out of the house, and left the 


astonished. mother, (astonished that they should refuse . 


a part of what she had eaten,) in possession of her dis- 


mal fare. Indeed it is enough to make humanity shud= — 
der and sicken at the narration; nor can any one of — 


sensibility reflect on the pitiable condition to which the 
female part of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, must at this 


ape 
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time have been reduced, without experiencing, the ten- i 
- derest emotions of sympathy, oF refrain from tears” 






while he reads the pathetic address of the tender Jesus 
to the women who “ bewailed him,” as he was led to 
Calvary, wherein he evidently refers to those very ca- 
: Jamities. “* Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, 
but for yourselves, and for your children ; for, behold, 
the days are coming in which they shall say, Blessed are 
the barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the breasts 
that never gave suck.?* 
The above melancholy fact was also literally foretold 
by Moses ; “ the tender and delicate woman among you, 
(said he,. addressing Israel,) who would not adventure te 
set the sole of her foot upon. the ground for delicateness 
and tenderness, her eye shall be evil—toward her young 
e=-which she shall bear,” and “eat Jor want of: all 
things, secretly, in the stege and straitness wherewith thine 
vemies shall distress thee in thy gates.”+ ‘This prediction 
as partially fulfilled, when Samaria, ‘the capitol of 
he revolted tribes was besieged by Benhadad ; and af- 
terwards at Jerusalem, previously to its exact and lite- 
ral accomplishment, in relation to a lady of rank, deli- 
cately and voluptuously educated, was reserved for the 
period of which we are now speaking. And it deserves 
_ particular regard, as a circumstance which very greatly 
~ enhances the importance of. this prophecy, that the his- 
tory of the world does not record, that a parallel in- 
stance of unnatural barbarity ever occurred during the = 
siege of any other place, in any other age, or nation 
Whatsoever. Indeed, Josephus bimself declares that, if . 
there had not been many credible witnesses of the fact, - : 
he would not have recorded it, “because,” as he re- 
marks, “such a shocking violation of nature never . 
having been perpetrated by any Greek or barbarian,” 
the insertion of it might have diminished the credibi ity. 
of his history. . ‘bes 






























~* Luke xxiii. 29, é i tect 

t Deut. xxxviii, 56, 57. And see the whole of this chapter, and com- 
pare it with this history, and see how exactly itwas fulfilled. Butitwill 

be further noticed hereafter, as the most-extraordinary prophecy for x 
being so particularly fulfilled, as ever was delivered, of RS 
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When this news was s spread t 
horrors and consternation were as universal as inexpres- 
sible. It was then that they began to think themselves 
forsaken by the Divine Providence, and to expect the 
most terrible effects of his anger against the poor re 
mains of their nation; jnsonmch that they began t 
-envy those who had perished before: them, and to wish’ 
that their turn might come before the sad expected ca- 
tastrophe. Their fears were but too just ; since Ti- 
tus, at the very first hearing of this inhuman deed, swore 
the total extirpation of the city and people. “ Since,” 
said he, ‘they have so often refused my proffers of 
pardon, and have preferred war to peace, rebellion to 
obedience, and famine, such a dreadful one especially, _ 
to plenty, I am determined to-bury that cursed metrop- 
olis under its ruins, that the sun may never shine on a 
city, where the Bidens feed on the flesh of their chil- 


eh the city, ‘the 







dren, and the fathers no less guilty than they, chose to— oy 


drive. ee to such extremities, rather than lay down. 
their arms.* —- 

While she city was in this dreadful situation, a es 
named Manneus fled to Titus, and informed him, thet 
from the beginning of the siege, (14th of April,) to the 
first of July following, one Hivndred and fifteen thousand 

eight hundred and eighty dead bodies had been carried 
through one gate only, which he had guarded. This 
man had been appointed to pay, what was allowed by 
the public for carrying the dead bodies out, and was 
therefore obliged to register them. Soon after several 
respectable individuals deserted to the Romans, and as- 
‘sured Titus, that the whole number of the poor who had | 
been cast out at the different gates was not less than six 
hundred oun OR Te 





* There were many of the inhabitants who wishes Titus success, nd 





would have been very glad to surrender to him, that was the very thing d 


they wished for, but it was the factious that had the power and govern: . 


ed, andif he could possibly haye discriminated; the imnocent or those 
who were opposed to the rebellion should not have suffered with the 
guilty, or the obstinately rebellious, factions, who would not sur fendey: 
% a account. ; 





- The report of these dalamities excited some pity in 
the Romans, and in a particular manner Titus, espe- — 
cially atthe sight of such vast numbers of dead bodies, 

which for want of burying room, and probably on ac- 

count of the trouble of burying, they threw down from - 

their walls into the adjacentvalleys, he raised his hands 

_ towards heaven, and appealing to the Almighty, solemn- 
ly protested, that he had not been the cause of these 
deplorable calamities; which the Jews by their unex- 
ampled wickedness, rebellion: and obstinacy had brought 
upon themselves, and which they might have yorcee 
‘by a timely submission. 

By about the end “of July the Romans pursued sie 
attacks with fresh vigour, in order to hasten the siege, 
and save if possible, the sad remains of that once glo- 
rious city and temple. But his pity proved still worse 
and worse bestowed on these obstinate wretches, who 
only became the more obstinate and furious by it. 

. ‘The Romans advanced their last engines against the 
walls. To obtain materials they cut down allt the trees, 
and destroyed a country well planted and interspersed 
with gardens, and beautiful orchards of all kinds of 
fruit trees, for more thantwelve miles round the city, so 
completely as to render it a desert waste. "They scaled 
the inner wall, and after a bloody encounter, and many ~ 
slain on both sides, the Romans made themselves 
masters of the fortress of Antonio. 

By this time the two factions within, but especially 
that of John, having plundered rich and poor of all 
they had, fel] foul also of the treasury of the temple, 
whence John took a great quantity of golden utensils | “ 
he found there, together with those magnificent gifts 
that had been pr esented to that sacred place by the Jew- 
his kings; by Augustus, Livia, and many other foreign 
princes, and melted them all to his own use. ; 

The repositories of the sacred oil, which was to main- — 
tain the lamps, and of the wine, which was reserved to — 
_ accompany the usual sacrifices, were likewise seized up- 
on, and turncd into commen use ; and the last of this 





















‘to ‘such’ excess, as to maké himself and party drunk 
with it. All this while, not only the Zealots, but many 
of ‘the people were still under such an unaccountable in- 


fatuation, that though the fortréss of Antonia was lost, _ 
as hinted already, and nothing left but the temple, 
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which the Romans were preparing to take, yet they 
could not persuade themselves, or be persuaded that 
God would suffer that holy place to be taken by hea- 
then, and were still expecting some sudden and mirac- 
ulous deliverance. Even that vile monster John, who 
commanded there, either seemed confident of it, or else 
endeavoured to make others think him so. 

Josephus was sent forthe last time to exhort John and 
his adherents to surrender; and he upbraided him of 
robbing the sacred temple, and exposing it, and the 
miserable remains of God’s people, to sudden and sure 
destruction: he only answered him with the bitterest 
mvectives, adding that he was defending the Lord’s 
vineyard, which he was sure could not be taken by any 
human force, that it was God’s own city, and he would 


protect it. Josephus, in vain reminded hita of the ma-- 


ny ways by which he had polluted both city and tem- 
ple; and in particular of the seas of blood which he 
iad caused'to be shed in both these sacred places; and 
which, he assured him, from the old prophecies, were a 


certain sign ‘and forerunner of their speedy destruction.* ° 


John remained as inflexible, as if all the prophets had 
ssured him of a deliverance ; which shews the bad 
‘éftects of a blind and judiacal infatuation ¢ and thus 
literally fulfilling the declaration of Micah, that the 
_ Jews, im their extremity, notwithstanding their crimes, 
‘would presumptuously “lean upon the Lord, and say, 


> 


is not the Lord among us? none evil can come upon us.” 


_ However a great many of the Jews were so moved 
‘py Josephus’s discourse, that they soon fled to the Ro- 


# oy Besides the prophecies of Christ relating to the. destruction’ of Je- 
yusalem, thereare many others in the Old Testament that spéak of thi¢ 





- ghap. of Deut: and xi. and xii. chap.of Zeck. Daniel ix. 26,27, &t.- 
- ¢ Mich. iii. 14. : 4 
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“great eveut, or that very plainly alluded to it. Particularly the xxviii; 
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mans, and among ther some oF the firstrank and note Be 





particularly Joseph the son of Cabbi, and Jesus the son — 
of Demneus, who had both been high priests. Titu 
gave them a very favourable and respectable reception, 
and sent them to Gophna, till the conclusion of the war ; 
_ but he was forced to send for them back again, to jour 
“tradict a report, which the factious had cunningly — 
spread, of their having been put to death. 

‘At length Titus, foreseeing the inevitable ruin of that 
Pet icent edifice, the temple; which he was still ex- 
tremely desirous to save, condescended even himself, 
to speak to them, and persuade them to surrender ; ‘bit 
the factious looking upon this condescension as the ef- 
fects of his fear, rather than generosity, only grew the 
more furious upon it, and forced him at last to come 
to these . extremities, which he had hitherto en- 
deavoured to avoid. That his army, which was. to_at- 

tack the temple might have the freer passage towards 
it, through the castle Antonia; he caused a considera- 
ble part of the wall to be pulled dean und levelled ; which . 
proved so very strong, that it took him seven days, by 
which they were far advanced in the month of July. . 
It was on the seventh of that month, that the daily 
sacrifice ceased,* for the first time since its restoration 
by Judas Maccabeas ; ; there being no pr oper Luce in 
"the temple to offer it up any longer. — 

‘Titus challenged the Zealots to leave the temple, ae 
ght on more proper ground, in order to preserve that 
sacred edifice from the fury of his troops. . Titus.in a 
council of war, had determined to preserve. the. temple, 
as-an ‘ornament to the empire, and as a monument of. 
- his success 3 but it appears.as if the Almighty had dea": 
‘termined otherwise, for now, in the revolution of ages— — 
was arrived, that fatalday “ the 10th of August, em- — 
phatically called a “day. of vengeance,”+ on which © 
the temple on the same day and hour had been destroy- : 
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~ While Titus was reposing himself in his. pavilion, a 
Revie soldier, without receiving any command, urged, 
as he’ eelared: by a divine, or some supermatural im= 
pulse, (and whieh J osephus appears to have believed, - 
threw a flaming fire brand into one of the golden win- 
dows of the temple ; which instantly set the building on 
fire! The Jews now began to think God had forsaken 
them sure enough ; but anxious above all things to save 
that sacred building, in .which they superstitiously 
trusted for security, with a dreadful outcry and lamenta- 
tion, they rushed in to extinguish the flames. 

* Titus being awakened by the outcry, hastened to the’ 
spot, and commanded his soldiers to exert their utmost 
abilities to extinguish the fire. He called, prayed and 
fhreatened, but all in vain ; the confusion was so great, 
and the soldiers so obstinately bent upon destroying all 
that was left, that he was neither heard nor minded.— 
The Romans wilfully deaf, instead of extinguishing the 
flames spread them wider and wider. Actuated by the 
fiercest impulses of rancour’ and revenge against the 
Jews, they rushed furiously upon them, slaying some 
with thé swords, trampling others under their feet, or 
crushing them to death against the walls. Many fal- | 
Phin Wd the smoking ruins of’ the porches and gal- 
leries “were suffocated. The unarmed poor, and even 
sick persons, were slaughtered without mercy. Of 
these unhappy people, numbers were left weltering in 
their gore, multitudes of the dead and dying, were 
heaped round about the altar, which had been the 
place to fly for protection, while the steps that led from 
‘at mto the outer court were covered with blood. 

Titus finding it impossible to restrain the impetuosi- 
ty and cruelty of his soldiers, and finding all his en- _ 
‘deayours to preserve the temple were in vain, he with 
‘some of his superior officers, entered into the sanctua- — 
ry, and the most holy place, to take a view of those 
parts of the edifice, which were still uninjured by the 
conflagration. It had not at this time reached the in- — 
ner temple’: which Ti itus viewed with silent admiration, 
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‘struck with the magnificence of its-architecture, and 
the beauty of its decorations, which exceeded all that. 
had been told of it. Out of the former he saved the 
golden candlestick, the table of shew bread, the altay. 
of perfumes, : all of pure gold, and the book or volume 
of the law, wrapped up ina rich golden tissure. 

And perceiving the sanctuary had not yet caught fire, 
he redoubled. his efforts té?stop the progress of the 
flames. He condescended even to entreat his soldiers 
to exert all their strength and activity for this porpese,. 
and appointed a centurion of the guard to punish them, 
if they again disregarded him! but all was in vain.— 
The delirious rage of the soldiery knew no. bounds. 
Eager for plunder and for slaughter, they alike con- 
temned the solicitations, and the threatenings _ of their 
general. Even while he was.thus intent upon the pre- 
servation of the sanctuary, one of the soldiers directly. 
after he left it, set fire ta. ity 

A horrid massacre soon followed, in which.prodi- _ 
gious multitudes perished, The: Romans. exasperated 
to the highest pitch against the Jews, seized every per- 
son whom they could find, and without the least.regard. 
toage, sex or i lana plundered, and then slew them. 

The old an? the young, the common people. ae a 
priests, those who surrendered and those who r x 
were equally involved in-this horrible and indiscrimi- 
nate carnage. Upwards of six thousand persons, whe - 
had been seduced by a false prophet with hopes. of a 
amiracle’s deliverance, had fled to a gallery yet standing; 
without the temple. Whilst they waited in anxious 
pectation of the promised miracle, the Romans a ‘4 
the most wanton barbarity, set fire to the gallery ; from : 
which, multitudes. rendered frantick by their horrible -: 
situation, precipitated themselves on the ruins below,:‘! 
and were killed by the fall ; while, awful to relate, the. 
rest, without a single Gaeneon, perished in the flames. 

~ So necessary was our Lord’s second promonition, not-to- 
give credit to “ false prophets,” who should pretend to 

~ shew. “ great signs ond wonders.” In this last Receciins 
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‘as the connection of the prophecy demonstaved: he evi- 
dently refers to the period of the siege, but in the former. to 
the interval immediately preceding the Jewish wars.* 

They also burnt all the treasure houses, containing 
vast-quantities of money, plate and the ,richest furni- 
ture, vestments, and other things of va ufos, which had 
_ been: laid up in those places for security. 

Meanwhile the temple “continued burning, until at 

length, vast as was its size, the flames completely envelo- 
ped the whole building ; which from the extent of the con- 
- flagration,: impressed the distant spectator with an idea 
that the whole city was now on fire... Those on the hill 
and those in the city seemed mutually to return the 
groans of each other. 

Such as were expiring through famine, were revived 
by this scene, and seemed to acquire new spirits to de- . 
plore their misfortunes. The lamentations from the 
city were re-echoed from the adjacent mountains and 
places beyond Judea. The flames which enveloped the. 
temple were so violent and impetuous, that the lofty hill 
on which it stood appeared, even from its foundations, 
as one large fire. ‘The blood of the sufferers flowed in - 
proportion to the rage of this destructive element, and 
the ground could not be seen for the dead’ bodies, over 
which the Romans trampled in pursuit of fugitives, _ 

while the crackling noise of the devouring flames, 
mingled with the clang of the arms, the groans of the 
dying, and the shrieks of despair, augmented. the tre- 
mendous horror of a scene, to which the pase of histo-. 
x ry can furnish no comparison. gee) 

_ Many of the Frealots by the most vigorous exertions, 
had escaped the fury of the Romans, and retired from, 
the temple into the city, but the avenues were’so strict-\ 
_ly guarded every where, that there was no possibility: 
 teft them to get out; they therefore’fortified themselves as +, 
well as‘they could on the south side of it; from whence — 
Simon, and John of Gischala, sent to desire a confer- 
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ence with Titas. They were answered, that though 
- they had been the cause of all this rum and effusion of 
blood, yet they should have their lives spared, if they 
would” Jay down their arms, and surrender themselves 
prisoners. ‘They replyed, that “ they had engaged, 
by the most solemn oaths, not to deliver up their per- 
sons to him, on any condition,” and only. begged leave 
to retire: into the mountains with their wives and chil- 
dren, The Roman general, enraged at this insolence, 
ordered proclamation to be made, to stand to their de- 
fence ; for that not one of them should be spared, since 
they had rejected his last offers of pardon. 
- Immediately after this, lhe abandoned the city to the 
_ fury of his soldiers, who plundered, burnt and massa- 
cred with insatiable rage, all that came in their way. ; 
and burning the dead bodies, which were scattered over 
every street, and the-floors of almost every house.— 
The factious now went and fortified themselves im the — 
royal palace, in the upper and strongest part of Jerusa- 
lem, where the Jews had took refuge and deposited 
their property, having considered it a place of the most 
safety. They attacked it, killed eight thousand four hun- 
dred of their countrymen, and plundered their property, 
(what astonishing conduct!) In the mean time great 
preparations were making for a vigorous attack on the 
upper city, especially on the royal palace, and this took _ 
them from the 20th of August, to the seventh of Sep- 
tember ; during which time great numbers came and 
made their submission to Titus : among whom. were 
forty thousand of the inferior, or common people, who 
came and implored his mercy and pardon, and he gave 
‘them leave to go and settle where they choose. The — 
truth is, that they had already gorged themselves with — 
so mach blood, that they were sick of it. — ; : 
And as for the prisoners, they were so very numerous 
- already, that they could not find buyers for them, though 
they offered them at the lowest price, or for a mere trifle, 
according as Moses had told them, that for disobedience 
ant wickedness, they should be sold for erase and 








boadwiomens cath no man to. buy them.”* Two priests 
he spared, on their promising to discover to him a pri- 
_vate place in the wall of the temple, where they found 
two candlesticks, some tables, cups, and other vessels of 
massy gold, with many. precious stones, rich garments 
and othericostly things. » 

By this time the warlike engines played so furiously 
against the factions, that they were taken with a sudden 
panfck ; and instead of fleeing into the towers of Hip- 
pocos, Phasael or Mariamne, which was yet untaken, and. 
so strong that nothing but famine could have subdued 
them, they ran like madmen towards. Shiloah, with a 

design to have escaped out of the city ; but being there 
repulsed, they ran and hid themselves in vaults, caverns, 
sinks, sewers, and all subterraneous places they could 
find, some one way and some another, in which dismal 
retreats, many were found by the soldiers and put te 
death, and no fewer than two thousand were afterwards 
found dead. ‘Thus as the innocent Jesus had predicted, 
did those miserable creatures in effect, say “ to the 
mountains fall on us and to the hills cover us.”+ But 
what become of those two grand rebels and wicked 
wretches, Simon and John? John being pinched with 
hunger, came out first ; and, having begged his life, it 
_ was granted, but was condemned to imprisonment for — 
- hife. ‘Sinton whose retreat was better stored with pro- 
visions held out till towards the end of October, when 
necessity forced him out, he was seized by the Romans, 
and after being donveyed to Rome, his end was by be- 
tig severely scourged, and dragged through the streets — 
_ with a rope round his neck, and thus put to death with 

someothers of his gang. Thus terminated this memo- 
rable siege, (as never was the like before, nor I hope 
will never be again,) on the 8th day of September, A. D. 
72. Its duration-was nearly five months, the Romans — 
having invested the city on the 14th Aa of the aia 

eeding April. 
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‘The city being now completely i in possession of the 
Romans, they hoisted their colours upon the towers, 
and burst forth into the most triumphant acclamations. 
After this, all annoyance from the Jews being at an end, 
the soldiers gave an unbridled license to their fury against 
the inhabitants. They first plundered, and then set fire 
to the houses. They ranged through the streets with 
drawn swords in their hands, murdering every Jew whom 
they could find without distinction ;* till at length the 
bodies of the dead choked up all the alleys and narrow 
passes, while their blood literally flowed down the 
streets in streams. As it drew towards the evening, the 
soldiers exchanged the sword for the torch, and amidst 
the darkness of the awful night, set fire to the remain- 
ing part of the city. And Jerusalem once, “ a praise 
in all the earth,” and the subject of a ‘thousand prophe- 
cies, deprived a6 the staff of life, wrapt in flames, and 
bleeding on every side, sunk into utter ruin and dese- 
Tation. 

The temple now presented little more than a heap a 
ruins; and the Roman ar my, as in triumph on the event, 
came ae reared their ensigns against a fragment of. the 
eastern gate, and, proclaimed the imperial pases of 
Titus, with every possible demonstration of joy. 

Thus terminated the glory, and the existence of this 
sacred and venerable edifice, which, from its stupendous 
size, its massy solidity, and astonishing strength, would: 
have stood till this time, yea and thousands of years lon- 
ger, if it had not have been for sin, which sooner or la~ 
ter is the downfall and ruin of every thing i in this world, 
no human art or power, can withstand its infernal force.. 

For five days after the destruction of the temple, the — 
priests who had escaped, sat pining with hunger, onthe — 

a Many’ ‘af the inhabitants had been opposed to the rebellion, and 
would have submitted at first if they could have done it, and thus to put 
~ those to death, the innocent or peaceable, with the guilty and obstinate, 
was unjust and wicked: ‘Titus is considered to have been a mild and 
merciful man, But he was only. so in comparison to other emperors. 
and generals before him, much more cruel and wicked, After the ine. 


habitants had surrendered, what was it but acting like savages, te, in- 
discriminately mourder and burn. 








tep of one of its broken walls ; at length through ne- 
cessity, they came down and ‘humbly. asked the pardon. 
of Titus, which, however, he refused to grant them, 
saying that, “ as the temple for the sake of which he 
would: have spared them, was destroyed, it was but fit 
that its priests should, perish also ; ;”-——whereupon he 
commanded that they. should be put to death.* | 
Eleven thousand Jews, guarded by one of the gener 
als, named Fronto, were literally starved to death.— 
‘This melancholy occurrence happened partly through 
_ the scarcity of provisions, and partly through their own — 
qbstinacy, and-the negligence of the Romans. _ 
Before Titus left Jerusalem to return to Rome, he 
took a. survey of the miserable city, and _ its fortifica- 
Aions.;. and, while contemplating their impregnable 
Strength, could not help ascribing his success to the pecu- 
liar interposition of the Almighty, “had not God,” he. 
exclaimed, aided our-operations, and driven the dese 
from their fortresses, it would have been absolutely im- 
possible to haye taken them ; for what could men, and 
the force of engines, have done against such towers as 
these.” If the Jews had been united the Romans could 
mever have tock the city but by starvation. And there 
was provision enough in the city to last the inbabi- 
tants. several years, but the mad factions in their fury, 
and striving to injure each other, destroyed it. Union, 
is the strength of any people, city or nation ; but little 
ion ean exist among.a wicked people, it is only a 
righteous and good people that can become united and 
continue so. A good spirit unites people together, and 
aiakes them feel love, tenderness, and kindness towards 
each ether. And such cannot do any thing to injure . 
one another. Ohmay the people of America, at pres 
sent our highly favoured country, possess and continue 
to possess that spirit of which I have spoken, then nev- 
er, never need they fear any foreign foe, for no civi | war 








4 This was a wanton barbarous act, similar to whatl hast mentioned 
~ fh the last note, 





can ever > subsist among them. ~How much more pre-_ 
ferable, amiable and’ happifying is this spirit, or dispo- 
sition of love, than that which raged among the factious 
Jews, which finally was their ruin. Now here we see, and 
may all who read, see and remember, the rock on which 
others have split, and endeavour to avoid it. For true 
are the words of Christ, ‘ whosoever shall fall. ‘on this: 
stone,” or rock, “ shall be*broken; but on ‘whomsoever 
it shall’ fajl, it will era sent (comparatively —_ 
ing,) to powder. 

But to leave this Sieaceeto and: return to our sie 
jane After ‘Titus had took a: survey of the’ city, as 
mentioned, and the sword had returned to: its scabbard, 
for want of objects, and the troops were satisfied with 
plunder ; he commanded the whole city and temple te 
be demolished to a level with the ground, according to 
Christ’s. prediction,* except only three lofty towers, 

- Hippocos, Phasael, and Mariamne, which he suffered to 
remain, and part of the wall to the west, to give pos- 
terity an idea of the’strength of the city, and as ‘tro- 
phies of bis victory, and asa rampart fora ged ss ‘to 

. keep the surrounding country in subjection. 

In executing the command of ‘Titus, relative.to. the 

demolition of Jerusalem, the Roman soldiers. not Bend e 

burnt and threw down the buildings, but even du 


their foundations, and so completely levelled the hole oo 
circuit of the city, that. a stranger would scarcely have 


. known that it had ever been inhabited with human be- 
ings. Thus was this greet city, which, only five months 
before, had been crowded with not onily 3 its own inhabi- 
tants, but such a large concourse, as before mentioned, 
from all parts of the surrounding country and shut up 
as in a prison, altogether upwards of two million of 
a who gloried in its upropsie Sirens -enl- 
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Rad If all that was done, had been done fcieeionaile to fulfil the oi 
écies, particularly those ‘of Christ, not any thing could have been done, 
tess or more than was done _—indeed Josephus, by his interceding with 


the Jews, to accept the offers made them, acted as — Wished ne 
hinder their full accomplishment. = 
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‘irely depopulated, and levelled with the ground. And. 
thus, also, was verified our Lord’s predictions, “ that - 
her enemies should, ** lay her.even with the ground,” 
and. “ should not leave in her one stone upon another.” 
Most strikingly and fully accomplished !—This fact is 
confirmed by Eusebius, who asserts that he himself saw 
the city lying in ruins ; and Josephus introduces Elea- 
aarasexclaiming, “ where its our great city, which, it was 
believed, God inhabited ? It is altogether ‘aooted and . 
torn up from its foundation ; concerning the temple, 
our Lord had foretold, particularly that, notwithstand- 
ing their wonderful dimensions; there should “not be 
left one stone upon another that should wot be thrown 
down.” And accordingly, it is recorded that Terentius 
Rufus, captain in Titus’s army, absolutely ploughed up ~ 
the foundations of the temple. Now, also, was literal- 
ly fulfilled that prophecy of Micah—‘ Therefore shall 
Zion for your sakes,” (i. e. for your wickedness,) “ be: 
ploughed as a field, and Jerusalem: shall become heaps, ~ 
and the mountain of the Lass house as the high places 

of the forest.” + 
Thus awfully complete, atid severe Pigee example, 
were the calamities, which befell the Jewish nation, es- 
pecially the city of Jerusalem. With what truth then 
did our Lord declare, that there should * be greattribu- | 
lation, such as was not since the beginning of the world, 
to this time, no nor ever shall be.” Such was the beedic- 
tion: the language in which Josephus declares its ful- . 
‘filment is an- exact counterpart to it: ‘if the misfor- 
tune,” says ‘he,. ‘of all nations, from the beginning 
of the world; were compared with these which befell the ~ 
: Jews, they would appear far less in. comparison ;” and - 
again, ‘ no, other city.ever suffered such things, as no 
other generation, from the beginning of the world, was - 
ever more fruitful in wickedness.” ih Rese were indeed 
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ten,” (especially by} Moses, JobPand Daniel,) “ esse s 
be fulfilled.” Nor were the calamitiesof the poor Jews 
even now ended. Three strong castles still remained 
unsubdued, the one called Herodian, and the other Mas- 
sada on this side of Jordan, about twenty miles east, or - 
rather south east from Jerusalem, and Macherus on 
the east side of Jordan. The first of them was soon 
after taken by capitulation, by Lucilius Bassus, who 
had been appointed lieutenant of Judea. He went 
presently after, at the head of a large number of troops, 
to besiege that of Macherus, which was a very strong 
place, and likely to hold out:a long time, but there was: 
in that castle a young nobleman highly esteemed for his: 
value, who, after having given the besiegers a stout re 
pulse ina sally, unfortunately strayed out of the gates, 
to speak to the people on the wall by way of bravado. 
An Egyptian, then in the Roman army, came swiftly 
behind him unperceived, took him. up in his arms and. 
earried him off. When Bassus got the noble youth in 

his power, he caused him to be stripped naked, and se+ 
verely scourged in the view of the besieged, who filled 
immediately the air with their cries, and all the city 
was in tears for this one man. . Basstis, perceiving them, 
so moved at the sight, caused a cross'to be erected, and, 
gave them to understand, that he would crucify pres un- 
Jess they prevented it by atimely surrender. ‘This strat« 
agem had the desired effect, and the Jews, not being so 
hardened as those of Jerusalem, chose to capitulate, 
and soon after surrendered the place on condition that. 
they should have liberty to retire whither they pleased ; 
which was granted to them. But those in the lowes Z 
part of the city, receiving intelligence of this agreement 
vesolved to fly away in the night. Soine « escaped, 
the rest were slain to the number of seventeen hundred. — 
The women and children were made slaves. 

Many of the Jews who had: fled from Jerusalem and 
from Macherus duririg the siege, had assembled in a 
forest called Jordes. Hither Bassas came, and attack- 
ed them, and after a desperate combat on-both sides tox 
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ly defeated and slew not less than three thous- 
and, with Judas their chief, who had saved himself out 
of Jerusalem, through one of the aqueducts of that 
city.—Death having prevented Bassus, from putting an 
end to the war, Flavius. Silva, his successor, assembled 
all his forces to attack Massada, now the only remaining 
fortress in the rebels hands. The place was prodigious 
strong, both by nature and art, and well stored with 
provisions, and defended by Eleazar, often mentioned 
before, a man of undaunted courage 5 he baffled the 
attacks of the Romans. At length, when the Jews 
found that there was no hope of saving themselves, or 
their fortress from the enemy, Eleazar instigated the 
garrison to burn the valuable stores of the castle, and 
‘rather than submit to the Romans, to destroy first the 
women and children and then themselves. Dreadful as 
itis to relate, this horrid design was executed. ‘Ten 
were chosen to perform this bloody work ; the rest sat 
on the ground, having embraced and bid their wives 
and children adieu, stretched out their necks to the 
gword : one was afterwards appointed to destroy the 
remaining nine, and then himself. The survivor, when 
he had looked round to see that all were slain, set fire to the 
place, and then plunged his sword into his own bosom.. 
- Two women and five children had concealed themselves, 
and witnessed the whole transaction. ere: 
‘They advanced to the attack in the morning, but all 
was silent, and while they were wondering what it meant ; 
the women came and gave them an account of this 
melancholy affair, which the Romans were not very 
ready to believe, because the greatness of the fact 
‘seemed incredible. They endeavoured to quench the — 
fire, and passing forward they came to where the dead — 
bodies lay, and were struck with amazement at the con- 
tempt of death which had been displayed by the Jews. 
After this terrible event, all opposition on the part of 


‘tally defeated them, ¢ 
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_ the Jews ceased. It was the submission of impotence 
and despair. The peace that ensued was the effect of 
the direst necessity. ‘The rich territory of Judea was 
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converted into a desolate este every where ruin and — 
desolation presented itself to the solitary passenger, and 
a melancholy and death-like silence reigned over the 

whole region. The mournful and desolate condition of 
-Sudea at this time, is exactly described by the prophet 
Isaiah. “ The cities were wasted without inhabitant, and 
the houses without man, and the land be utterly desolate, 
and the Lord have removed men far away, and ee as a 
great forsaking in the midst of the land.”* 

‘Of all the Jews destroyed in Jerusalem donee the 
siege, Josephus reckons not less than one million one 
hundred thousand, and above two hundred and thirty- 
seven thousand who perished in other places. ‘The fol- 
lowing is a particular statement of the whole amount, 
of those who perished in the several places throughout the 
kingdom, from the beginning to the end of the war, which 
the.reader may be pleased to see, as it were at one view. 

At Jerusalem by Governor Florus’s or- 

ders, to revenge on the inhabitants on 
account of a ospule they had had 


with him - - - - 630 
By the inhabitants of Colca - = 20,000+ 
At Sythopolis, = - - = above 13,000 . 
At Ascalon, ~ - - - - 2,500 
~ At Petolemais, - - - - 2,000 
At Alexandria, -  —_- - - 50 ,000t 
_ Joppa when it was ies by Chaius Gallus,§  8;400 
. . Ina mountain, called, Asmon, - - 2,000 _. 
_ At Damascus, - - - - - 10,000 
Ina battle with the Romans at nae 10,000 
- In an ambush near the same place, 8,000. - 
_ At his taking of Japha, (25th of June,) -15,000]]. 
Of the Samaritans, (27th ares oe i, 600 
188 1130 


Se alah vi. 11, 12.6. : hs 
‘t See page 38. { The first line bage 39, is peas by mistake, 
20,000, but it should be as above 80,000.  § page 39 44, 








Brought terar; 153,130 in 
At Jorapats, ily 1,) where. Josephus epi 


~commanded, — - - = - 40,000% 

At lope by a sudden Sale severe storm, 4,200 er 

‘At Terichea, - — - - Shee 6,500" 3 

“And afterwards; =- = - - 12,000 — 
_ At Gamdla, (Oct.23;))  - - ~ = \ 4,000 


And those at the same place for fear of. 
the Romans, and rather than be ta- - » ~ 
ken by them, t threw themselves 
down a_ steep POPE, and per- 


_ ished, - - -  5,000+ 
Of those aie fled, wath Jobs from Gischala, 6,000} 
Of the Cadieene - - - - 13,000 
Besides-a vast uncertain number drowned, 

In the villages of Idumea, above - - 10,000 
At Garaza, ~ - - - = 1,000 
At Macherus, -  --  \«- - a, LOO 


- In the deserts of Jardes,  - - - 3,000 
Of those who slew themselves, in the cas- 
tle Masada, - = - - 0,960 - 
In Cyrene, - - -  3,000_ 
Perished in Jerusalem by the snes fire, fe 
famine and pestilence - - 1 100,008 ; 


1,363 ikien 


Besides a vast multitude, of every age, sex and con- 
dition, that were slain, and died by famine, pestilence, 
and in caves, woods, banishment, and many other ways 
of which no calculation could be made. And Josephus 
SAYS, many more, and vast multitudes destroyed at cer- 
fain times and places, and to these we must add the 97, 


000 prisoners, doomed to a captivity worse than death, ie ue 
The tallest and handsomest young men, together with 


several of the Jewish noblemen, were reserved by Titus 
0 grace his piesa ae entry into Roms OF the cap- 


* See page 42, ; {A6. $46. 








tives, 11,000 of iho perished for want fo) provisions. 
And the number who were -burnt, and who were com- 
pelled ‘to fight, with, and were destroyed by wild beasts, 
and compelled to fight i in troops against each other, and 
that were sacrificed as gladiators m the amphitheatr es, 
according to the barbarous practice of those times, were 
upwards of two thousand. Which numbers, altogeth- 
er destreyed, would appear almost incredible, if their 
own historians had not so punetnally enumerated thera. 
Thus were the poor Jews miserably tormented, and dis- 
persed all over the Roman provinces, and ale among 
all the nations of the earth. 
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CHAPTER IX. - 


JA review of the past ; containing some observations and 
reflections thereon. 
~The past astonishing scenes that have been related, can- 
not but be deemed the most extraordinary that has happen- 
ed since the foundation of the world; accordingto what 
- Christ said, ‘Such as was not since the beginning of the 
world to this time, nor ever shall be.” Andas it has pleas- 
ed the Almighty, to make it the subject of avery large 
proportion of the prophecies, both of the Jewish and 
christian scriptures, so re hath ordained the particular 
events which accomplished them, should be recorded, with 
_ very remarkable precision, and by aman most singularly 
preserved,* qualified, and circumstanced for this purpose. 
But with respect to this latter point,he may speak for him- 
self. ‘At first he, i. e. Josephus, says, I fought against 
the Romans, but was afterwards taken and forcéd to be 
. present in the Roman camp. At the time I surrender- 
ed, Vespasian and Titus kept me in bonds, but obliged 
me to attend them continually. Afterwards I was set 
at liberty, and accompanied ‘Titus when he came from. 


sf Several times his life was preserved as by a miracle. 
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‘Alexandria to the siege of Jerusalem.—During this. 
time nothing was done which escaped my knowledge. 
What happened in the Roman camp I saw, and wrote 
down carefully. As to the information the deserters 
brought out of the city, I was the only man that under- 
Stoodit. Afterwards I got leisure at Rome; and when 
all my materials were prepared, I procured the help of 
one to assist me in writing Greek.—Thus I composed 
the history of these transactions, and appealed to Titus 
and Vespasian for the truth of it; to which Julius Ar- 
chelaus, Herod, and king Agrippa, bore their testimo- 
ny.” It should not be forgotten that Josephus was a 
Jew, zealously attached to his religion ; and that, al- 
though he has circumstantially related every remarkable 
~ event of these times, he seems studiously to have avoid- 
ed such as had any reference to Jesus Christ. Except 
what he sums up in about ten lines folio, and even the genu- 
ineness of this is disputed by the learned, and said by 
some to have been an interpolation, or written after- 
wards by some other.person.*. No one, therefore, can ~ 
reasonably entertain a suspicion, that the benefit he has 
‘rendered to christianity, by his narrative of the trans- 
actions of the Jewish war, was at all the effect of de- 
sign. The fidelity of Josephus as an_ historian, is in- 
deed, universally admitted, Scaliger even affirms, that, 
not only in the affairs of the Jews, but in those of for- 
eign nations also, he deserves more credit than all the 
Greek and Roman writers put together. i 
Nor is the peculiar character of Titus, the chief com- 
mander in this war, unworthy of our particular regard. 





_*J rather think it is genuine. Itis as follows. ‘ At that time was Jz- 
“sus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man, for he was the per-. 
former of divers admirable works, and the instructor of those whe 
willingly entertain the truth; and he drew unto him divers Jev f 
“Greeks to be his followers This was Christ, who being accused by the — 
princes of our nation before Pilate and afterwards condemned to the 
“cross by him, yet did not'those who followed him from the beginning, for- 
bear to love him for the ignominy of his death. For he appeared alive 
to them the third day after, according as the divine prophets had be- 
fore testified the same, and divers other wonderful things of him ; and — 
from that time forward the race of the christians, who have derived — 
theirname from him, hath never ceased.” enc tea 
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Vespasian his father, had risen out of obscurity, and 
was elected emperor, about the commencement of the 
conflict ; and thus the chief command: devolved upon 
‘Titus, the most unlikely man throughout the Roman 
armies to become a‘ scourge to Jerusalem. He was 
eminently distinguished, for one of that day, for his 
tenderness and hunianity,* which he displayed in a va- 


riety of instances during the siege. He repeatedly 
made pacifick offers to the Jews, and lamented the in- 
-fatuation that rejected them. In short he did every 


thing, which a military commander could do, to spare 
them, and to preserve their city, but without effect— 


“Thus was the prophecies fulfilled by the agency, though 


contrary to the will of Titus. ; 

-- The predictionsare the clearest, as the calamities were 
the greatest the world ever saw ; and what heinous sin: 
was it, that could bring down such heavy judgments 
on the Jewish church and nation : can any other with 
so much probability be assigned, as what the scripture 


‘assigns: their “ erucifying the Lord of glory,” as St. 


hearts of mankind. And it isa great pity it had not its full e 


Paul expressesit.t “They both killed the Lord Jesus, 
and their own prophets, and persecuted the apostles,” 
and so “ filled: up their sins,and wrath came upon them 
to the uttermost.”{ And what a singular ‘correspon- 
dence and retaliation there is between their crime and 
their punishment. Itissuch that itis well worthy of our 
observation. They put Jesus to death when the nation 
was assembled to celebrate the passover ; and when the 
nation was assembled to celebrate the passover, Titus 


_ shut them up within the walls of Jerusalem. The re- 


: / 
* Mankind in general are much more humane and tender latterly 


than formerly, at least the civilized part of the world, for real and pure 


religion, the religion of Christ, breathes love, tenderness, and benevolence 
towards all, even to enemies, and it has had some effect in eo renar oe 
ect 
then would all animosity, wars and cruelty cease throughout the earth : 
then would charity and friendship be cultivated, and individuals and na- 
tions, would endeavour to lesson the evils of this life and make each | 
Bi happy, instead of contriving every way to. make each other mise- 
rable. ie BS » 
+1 Cer. ii. 8, t 1 Thess. ij. 16. ‘ Ha 
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jection of the true Messiah was their crime ; and the 
following false messiahs was their destruction. Jesus 
was sold and bought by them as a slave; and the 
themselves were afterwards sold and bought as slaves at 
the lowest prices. . They preferred a robber and mur- 
derer to Jesus, whom they crucifyed between two thieves ; 
and afterwards they were infested with bands of mur- 
derers, thieves and robbers. ‘They put Jesus to death, 
least the Romans should come and take away their place 
and nation; and the Romans did come and take away 
their place and nation. They. crucifyed Jesus before 
the walls of Jerusalem ; and before the walls of Jerusa- 
lem, they themselves were crucifyed in great numbers. 
They instigated a Roman to put Jesus to death, and by 
the Romans they were not only crucifyed, but put to 
death in various other ways. They scourged and made 
a mock and derision of Jesus, and many of them were 
scourged, mocked and derided. ‘They pierced Jesus 
after he was dead, to know if he was dead, and many 
of them were pierced in the same manner after they ' 
were dead, for the same purpose. It is hardly possible 
to lay these things together, and consider of all that’s 
past, and not conclude the Jews own imprecations, to 
be remarkaby fulfilled upon them. ‘ Hts blood be up- 
on us and our children.” . 

I think it must be acknowledged by those who do not 
believe in the divine mission of Christ, that he was the 
Messiah and Saviour ; that«there was something very 
extraordinary in his predictions respecting the Jews.— 
We will take a brief review of, and consider them a 
little. 

He foretold that Jerusalem was to be destroyed by 
the Romans and so it was. But was this then a likely 
event ? When Judea was already completely in their 
hands. Was it a probable thing, as says an anonymous 
writer, that it should be desolated by its own masters ? 
Or was it a natural thing that they should ke indi 
to the revenue which was derived from a country so 
populous and fertile? Again, was it likely that this 
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‘petty province, in comparison of the Roman empire, 
should provoke the wrath, or defy the power of that Uni- 
versal empire? Or was it to be supposed that the mis- 
tree ‘of the world, irresistible to all nations, instead of 
controlling, should deem it worthy of her to utterly 
exterminate a state comparatively so insignificant? Or 
did it accord with the disposition or custom of the Ro- 
_ mans, like Goths, to demolish buildings famed for their 
antiquity and mnaenificente, they never had_ treated 
their enemies with utter destruction, and it was not their 
practice, therefore it was rather to have been expected, 
that they would preserve them, to maintain the renown _ 
and grandeur of their empire ? Nevertheless, as we _ 
have seen, they did destroy them. And even the illus- 
trious temple, the chief ornament of Asia, and the won- 
der of the world. But it was predicted, that thus it must 
be : and therefore Titus himself, with all his authority 
and exertions, could not prevent it. ee 
But there are. a number of very material circumstan- 
ces closely interwoven with the prophecy, that still fur- 
ther identify the events, which fulfilled it, and demon- 
strate that the prophecy itself was something very dif-. 
ferent from a happy conjecture, from the appearance of 
the times or conclusions from past experience. - For 
our Lord foretold as “ the beginning of sorrows,” that 
terrible calamities would prevail in various parts of the 
world, before the destruction of Jerusalem, which we 
have seen was the case, and he did not describe these 
calamities in general terms merely, but particularly spe- 
cified them: that there should be rumours of wars, and 
actual wars—nation rising against nation,—kingdom 
against kingdom, famines, pestilence, and earthquakes 
in divers places, all which come to pass, as we have 
seen. False prophets also, were not merely to arise— 
but to personate the Messiah, to pretend to miraculous 
powers, and to deceive many ; and such were the char- 
acters andesuccess of those which actually appeared. 
Again, the prognostics are not described as sights, mere- 
ly, but as fearful til and as great signs Jeom heaven, 
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{i. e. the ethereal beavens,) and such they were. These 
wo derful appearances stand last in the prophecy, and 
accordingly they occurred, just before the war. 
The siege of Jerusalem was to take place suddenly 
“as a snare, which predictions, as we haye seen, were ac-— 
complished in the most surprising manner. ce 
And our Saviour, also declared, that except those days 
should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved; if 
these wars and desolations were to continue, none of the 
Jews would escape de truction, they would all be cut. off 
root and branch, as some other nations, have been, and 
only known in history. If the Romans had gone on 
destroying in the manner they did, the whole nation of 
the Jews would in a little time have been extirpated. 
But for the elect’s sake, for the sake of the christian Jews, 
and some righteous persons, for undoubtedly there were 
‘some who did not know of Christ, or had not heard of 
him, those days shall be shortened, and they were short- 
ened accordingly. ‘Titus himself was desirous of put- 
ting a speedy end to the siege. Some of his officers 
proposed to him to turn the siege into a blockade, and 
since they could not take the city by storm, tostarve it in- 
to a surrender: but he thought it not becoming to sit 
still with so great an army; and he feared least the 
length of the time should diminish the honor of his suc- 
ces And the conduct of the Jews themselves, hasten- 
ed the capture of their city by intestine divisions and 
mutual slaughters ; and madness of the factious in burn- 
va ing store houses full of provisions, and thus wasting the 
strength which was necessary for the defence of the 
place, and by the wonderful panick with which the Jews — 
were seized, when the Romans made their final attack 
on the higher city, in consequence of which they fled af- 
frighted from their strong holds, which Titus afterwards 
ronounced to be impregnable ; and by: the crowded state 
of the city during the siege, which as before remarked, . 
hastened famine, and pestilent diseases. By these means 
the days were shortened; and otherwise Jerusalem 
could not have been taken in so short a time, so well 
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fortifyed as it was, and so well prepared to stand along 
siege. The enemy without could oe ever ee 
, but for the civil war within. 
“Jesus had said, as the lightning cometh out ae ‘the east 
and shineth even unto the west; so shall.also the coming 
of theson of man be. For wheresoever the carcase is, there 
will the eagles bes gathered together ; by: the word 
carcase is meant the Jewish nation, which was consider- 
ed as dead ; and by the eagles i is meant the Roman ar- 
my, whose very ensign was an eag. e, to which probahly 
our Saviour in this passage alluded. It is very remark- 
able that the Reman army entered into Judea on the 
east side of it, and carried on their conquest westward. 
So exactly did Jesus foresee and foretell, not only the- 
extensiveness of the ruin, but the very rout which the ar- 
my would take, which was intended in the comparison 
of the light coming out of the east and shining even unto 
the west. _ And like the lightning that enlighteneth all 
around, so the Romans was noi confined to this or that 
place, but like a flood over-run the whole land, there 
was no part of Judea, which did not partale of the ca= 
lJamities of the capital city. 

Jesus likewise foretold that his followers oald es- 
cape the destruction of Jerusalem ; and accordingly, 
whilst countless multitudes of unbelieving Jews were 
fatally involved in this calamity, not a single christian 
perished therein, for he had said, “ not a hair of their 
heads should perish.”* Who, that seriously meditates 
hereon, can help exclaiming with the psalmist, “ verily, 
there is a reward for the righteous, verily, there is a God 
who judgeth i om the earth 24 and who “ knoweth how te 
deliver the godly cut of temptations, and to reserve the 
unjust unto the day of j jude ment to be punished.”~ — - 

Again, our Lord foretol’, that before the destruction 
of Jerusalem, the “ gospel shoal be preached i in’ all the 
world, as a witness unto all nations.” This prediction, : 
as we have already seen, was also accomplished, which 
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me predicted: the most anil! at whi 


before ill Dase ie of Wich he foretold,were Fidfilled. ” 
And accordingly they were fulfilled within forty years 
from the time of the prophecy. He had also intimated, 


- thattheEvangelist John should survive the destruction ae : 


Jerusalem; and he did so, more than twenty-five years, 
and he died at Ephesus, nearly one hundred years old. 
(I have read somewhe 
past preaching, but was carried to meeting, and all he 
said, for some time before his death, was, “ Brethren, love 






one another. ”\ How came it to pass that he who fore- - 


_saw the persecutions of his disciples, though this was 
nomore than what might be expected, but that he should 
predict that one of the most distinguished, and zealous 


among them~should escape martyrdom, and died a nat- 


ural death. John, must have been strong in the faith, 
having heard his master deliver those predictions, and 
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sre, that he being so old he was 
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having lived to see them all fulfilled, and I think it must _ 
strengthen some, and one might suppose all who read 


this work, in the faith also; for admitting the truth of 
the record, we know as much of. the predictions, and 


their fulfilment as John did. But no matter how strong 
we are in the faith that Jesus was a true prophet, and 


the Christ, the Saviour of the world, unless we are sav- 


ed from our sins by obedience to eae or if our lives do 


not correspond with our faith. But to proceed. 


The history of the Jews subsequent, or after the wars, 
down even to our times,still further corroborates thetruth _ 
of our Saviour’s predictions concerning that oppressed 


and persecuted people, as we shall see in the next chap- 


ters. Jesus has foretold that they should, “ fall by the 
edge of the sword, and be led away captive into all nations; — 


and that Jerusalem should be trodden down of the gen- 
tiles,* until the times oof the gentiles be he et ~The 





* Luke xxi, i, 24, 









ferwa ae to the Arabic, peti 
Franks, then to the -Mamelues, and’ lastly, tc 
who now possess it. A more particular account will 
be hereafter given. It has never regained its former 
distinction and prosperity. It has always been trodden 
~ down by other nations, and a Mohomedan mosque, to 
the extent of a mile in circumf rence, NOW covers the 
spot where the temple formerly stood. The territory 
‘ef Judea, then one of the most fertile countries on the 
globe, has for about 1752 years continued a desolate 
waste. The Jews selves, still wonderfully preserv- 
ed a distinct people, scatteged over the whole earth, 
and to shew how they Were treated after the destruction 
of Jerusalem, and of their condition in the various places 
to which they were scattered, with a continuation of 
the history of Jerusalem, shall be our next subject, 
which will be a further proof, of the truth, of not only. 
_ the prophecies of Christ, but many propecies delivered, 
“long before him; of which some notice x be taken 
he pester: me =f 
re 
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Te condition of the ie after the destruction of 
their capital, was wretched. Their country was almost 
depopulated. The once flourishing country of Judea 
was, in many places, covered with dead bodies ; and 
of the celebrated cities which existed formerly, such as 
Caparnaum, Bethsaida, and Chorazin, nothing of them 
was left but ruins. Some old women and men were 
permitted to remain in Jerusalem ; but all the alae a 
were removed, and either seattered. or sold. 

After the war was terminated, the emperor. wadersd 

-all the lands in Judea to be sold. The Jews who re- 
mained in Judea, were mostly those who had not rebel- 
led, or who had surrendered, were for the exercise of — 

their: religion ordered to pay a tax, which had been. 
destined annually for the service of the temple. Al- 
though this sum assessed on the head of each individuat 
was so trifling that it did not exceed twenty-five cents, 
yet the use that was made of it, and the severity me 
which it was exacted, caused the Jews to consider 
very great grievance. i , 

Domitian, brother to Titus, who succeeded to the es 
sovereignity of the Roman empire, increased the: calam- 
ities of these poor people. He extorted the payment of 
the taxes, with the utmost rigour, and endeavoured te 
destroy all the race of David; and persecuted ¢! 
with the christians, and many of the Jews as well as 
christians, suffered death. The. ey were'tan, ae 
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roneous, jn the eyes of the Oni 

_ plurality of gods. Notwithstanding th 

in the last war, some of the seditious Jews, who had r 

_ tired to Alexandria, m Egypt, began to mani est their 

_ former disposition and to excite fresh insurrections. But 

their countrymen apprehending the consequences, 

and being for peace, interfered, and informed the Roe %; 
mans who came ‘upon. them, and put 600 of theta =te 
death. And a number er that had fled were caught and © 
- many of them put to death also. They retained their” 
_ inflexible obstinacy tothe last, they would endure the 
most extreme tortures rather ‘than be subject to the Ro- 
mans, and even their children would endure the same, 
rather than acknowledge Ceesar* for their lord. The 
Jews who had survived the sad destruction of their 
country, city and temple, sought an asylum in various 
parts of the world. Many retired to Egypt,t others 
- fled to Syrene,} a large number to Babylon, and jomed 
their brethren who bad remained in that country ever 
since the captivity. Some took refuge in Persiay and 
other countries east of Jerusalem. By degrees they 
formed.a regular system of government, connected with 
the various bodies of their brethren dispersed through- 
out the world. They were divided into the eastern and , 
western Jews. The eastern were settled in Babylon, 
~ Chaldea, Assyria and Persia. The western in Egypt, 
-Syrene, Judea, Italy, and in the Roman Empire. In 
ocess of time both these parties chose a head to pre- 
ver each of their respective divisions. The heads 
of the eastern Jews were styled princes of the captivity 5 ; 

and those of the western Jews were called patriarchs. — 
. They by degrees, obtained a great authority over the 
Jews, who were willing to depend upon them in order 


to maintain some shadow of union. The Jews tena- - 
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-* The Roman emperors were called Cxsars. 
“¢ From 3 to 400 miles south west from J erusalem. 
Dakin distance west ef Egypt. 
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those customs andreligious | 





to conform, which was but little; 





out a king, without a temple, wi 
“without an altar; therefore w at wa 
n their synagogues, it was but a shadow 
vhat had been. They had neither offerings, nor sa- 
crifice; no altar of incense, no tabie of shew bred, 
“nor nd altar of burnt offerings. The tribes, and great 
milies, were in the utmost disorder and confusion, 















were, and have. been ever since, irrecoverably lost, 
The Jews mever were reconciled to be under any oth- 


. 
as 


sir genealogies, which they had so carefully kept, — 
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er power, or foreign yoke, and during the reignofthe — 


emperor Trajan, they broke out in open rebellion, and in 4 


Syrene,Egypt,Cyprus, and Mesopotamia,they murdered — 


about 500,000 Romans, heathens and christians. The 
rebellion first was commenced, A. D. 115, in Cyrene,. 
where the Jews had been settled many years, and had 
become very numerous and powerful. Trajan sent 
Adrian against them with a powerful army, and after 
an’ obstimate conflict ” and terrible bloodshed, the 
rebels were reduced ingthe year A. D. 119, and the 
Emperor published an ed ct, ‘banishing them the 
island of Cyprus, and forbidding their return, under 
the severest penalties, A. D. 130. Notwithstanding 
these miseries, the rebellious spirit of the Jews was not 
yet subdud. 

‘colony to rebuild Jerusalem, near the place where the 
ancient city stood. He designed to adorn it after the 


Roman style, and call it Elia Capitolonia, from thename — 


of his family. This with his forbidding the Jews t 
-_eumcise their children, exasperated them to comme 
again an open rebellion. Coziba was their leader. | 


- forward the success of his bold enterprise, he assumed 


_ the name of Barchocheba, which signifies the son of 


- star, and he pretended he was the person pro esi ( 
‘a star out 
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‘by Balaam in the words, “ There shall come 


Jacob, and a sceptre shall rise out of Isreal,” according- 
dy he was acknowledged by the infatuated Jews as the 
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Adrian the successor of Trajan, senta » 















ek: 
_ Messiah. He engaged to d 
power of the emperor Adrian, and r 


mer oe glory. A famous Rabb 














being’ chosen by him, for his forerunner an dn 
espoused bis cause, and not only annointed hi 
Messiah and King of the Jews, but placed a diad 
his head ; caused money to be coined in his name 
lowed him to the field, at the head of 20,000 of his dis- 
ciples, and by calling on all the descendants of Abra, Si 
ham to assist the hope of Israel, and an army of 200, 
men were raised who repaired to Bither, a city near 
_ fusalem, chosen by the impostor for the capital of his 
kingdom, and murdered all the heathen oat christians 
that ¢ ame in his way. Adrian, at first neglected to pre- 
‘pare to proceed against them, thinking that the Jewe 
~ had been sufficiently humbled and reduced by Trajan 
his predecessor, as not to have courage and ability se 
soon to raise a large army. But receiving information 
_ of the great numbers that Barchocheba_ had collected, 
he sent Tinnius Rufus, witha powerful force against 
him ; notwithstanding the Jews often defeated them and 
_ killed vast multitudes. Their apid success, aud cruef 
devastations filled Rome with fearful consequences, un-- 
less they were speedily subdued, therefore, Julius Seve-. 
Yus was sent to crush this dangerous revolt. This 
commander fearful to oppose such a powerful army al-. 
together attacked and defeated them in parties, and at 
length cut off the supplies of the rebels, and besieged _ 
them in Bither. They defended themselves with obsti-_ 
n resolution, but were not able to withstand the re- 
and vigorous attacks which were made against 
__ the city. In one of which, after a siege of three years, 
the pretended Messiah was killed, and the inhabitants ~ 
= surrendered, and soon afterwards fifty of his strong cas- ” 
— tles were taken, and 985 of their best towns demolished. 
_ Akibba, and a son of the impostor were put to a most. 
cruel death. Nearly 600,000 were slain with the sword, — 
besides a great number who perished by famine, fire, 
_ and other calamities. It.is said that the rivers, and sea 
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ompleted his seb of rebuilding Jeristend or 
rather a-city on MountCalvary. In order to preventnew _ 
revolts among the Jews, he caused the ancient monu-- ss 
ments of their religion to be destroyed, and endeavour : 
ed to profane all the places, which they most esteemed, i 
and considered more or ee sacred. He erected a the- 
atre, or house of diversion, with the stones that had been 
m the building of the temple; and he dedicated a tem- 
ple to Jupiter Capitolonius, where that of the Jews, had _ 
formerly stood, and erected a marble statue of a 
swine over the gate that led to Bethlehem; and as 
he hated the christians, as well as the Jews, he erected a 
statue of Venus in the place where Christ was crucified, 
and one of Jupiter in that where Christ arose from the 
dead. In the place where he was born, he established 
the worship of the heathen god Adonis. No Jew was 
allowed to enter Jerusalem. He even forbade them to — 
look at their once beloved city, from a distance on pain 
of death ; and he established a vigorous guard of Ro- 
man soldiers to enforce the execution of his orders. Be- 
fore this time, they were frequently seen covered with — 
rags, walking around the place where the temple had 
stood, with sighs and lamentations. But now if they i 
entered Jerusalem, they were obliged to purchase this — 
privilege, by bribing the soldiery ; particularly, on the - 
same day of the year that the city was taken, that they 
might enter, to weep over it. Thus they were. 0 
to pay for the liberty of shedding tears, in these places, a 
where their ancestors had shed the blood of Jesus. 
{Notwithstanding their heinous sin, I do think the Jews S 
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ot circumeising their elfen’ nie still in force, 
their impatience under this restraint, stimulated. them, 
ume tents their misfortune in the last war, again, o 
orebel and takeuparms. ‘The then existing emperor, — 
ae, soon suppressed the vevolt, and aftewards 
- granted them the privileges for which they contended. 
_ Heliogabalus, who in A. D. 218, ascended the throne, 
had been circumcised, and abstained from swine’s flesh, 
he, however, built a superb temple in honour of the sun, 
the idol he worshipped. ‘He ordered severa! superstitious 
eae held in veneration by the Romaus, to be brought 
to the temple. Being acquainted with the religion of the 
Jews, he intended to unite their religious Rohacy with the 
adoration of his deity. His sudden death blasted his great, 
but vam project. Alexander Severus, who succeeded 
-Heliogabalus, greatly favoured the Favs: corresponded 
‘ with them, and received aknowledge of their religion. He 
had a chapel wherein he placed the statues of Abrahaa, 
of Orpheus, and of Christ ; and was desirous of erecting 
a temple to Christ and receiving him into the number of 
his gods. His object was to unite the Pagan, Jewish, 

- .and christian religions together. But death cut him 
_ short in the execution of his vain project also. During | 
eign of Decius, Valerian, and Dioclesian, Roman 

rs, though they persecuted the christians, it does 
ppear that they molested, or persecuted the Jews. 
. Andi it appears that when they were not rebellious, they 
- were treated with kindness and indulgence by most of 
the Roman emperors, and enjoyed intervals of peace, | 
and of course some degree of prosperity. The Jews 
were much like some person in a fevers: who eew, calm. 
after a few deliriums, | 



























Seta 


ae Cor. ea tae cco Lake mstl ee 














- though they 


were © permited to form . 









Sea ee fae 

> m deration of the Homie ene e the Jews lib- — 

y te actise their religion ; new synagogues were ; 

eted in the principal cities of the empire ; and the 

| institutions. and rites of the Mosaic law, were chlebeated 
in the most public manner. But when the christian : 
princes were at the head of the Romanempire, they did _ 

- not, show so much favour to the Jews; whom they con-, — 
sidered as the enemies of Jesus Christ, though they pro- 
fessed the christian religion, they: had not the. spirit oe 
it enough to put in practice that excellent precept of 
Christ which directed them to love their enemies,* and 
to do good to those who hated them. He never direct- 
ed, or taught any to hate those who hated even him, ~ 
auch less to persecute, or injure any ; but in every respect 
directly the reverse. ch Sa 
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CHAPTER Xi. 
State of the Jews under, what’s called chri ustian Rome, 
wm the fourth and fifth centuries. 


Ih the fourth century an important revolution — took 
ae Constantine, called, the Great, a Roman -Em- 
peror embraced the c bristian religion, when christianity “2 
(or rather anti-christian,) become established, and the 
splendid temples of Roman superstition were subvert at, 
During the reign of this monarch, the city of Jeru 3 
lem, which Adrian called Elia, resumed its former — 
‘name. It had grown into such disuse, and was so little 
‘remembered, or known especially among the heathens, .. 
that when oue of the martyrs, who suffered. under Max- : 
_imin was examined of what country he was, and ape 
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ear nor any « of his assistants, could comp 
- it was, or where situated. Constantine enlarged — 
d beautifyed it with many stately buildings, and 
ares. The change in the religion of the Roman 
empire, did not prove, as before hinted, of any advan- 
tage tothe Jews. Constantine passed some severe laws 
against them. He charged bodies of them with ston- 
ing and burning those who renounced the Jewish reli- 
gion, and condemned them, and all their accomplices to 
suffer the same punishment. He also forbade them to 

_ make proselytes to their religion, under the severest 
penalties, and gave liberty to, all slaves who accused 
__ their masters of having circumcised them, and all Jgw- 

~tsh slaves who would profess the christian religion. 

_ During the reign of Constantine, the Jews had_be- 
come numerous in Persia, and having been treated with 
kindness and liberality by several of the Persian mon- 
archs, had acquired great power and influence at that 
court : they raised a dreadful persecution against the 
eastern christians. They instigated the Persians against 
them also, and the christians were slaughtered, their 

__ ehurch demolished, and almost all the christians de- 
 stroyed. (What is man but a wolf to man, to tare, de-. 
your and destroy each other, possessing apparently, not 
the least spark of goodness,)- these destructive and 
bloody proceedings were intended, as they said, to re- 
venge the insults and indignities which the Jewish peo- 
ple were made to suffer in the Roman empire. : 

_ But their cruelty to the christians did not go long un- 
hed. Constantius, who succeeded his father in the 
empire, and who hated the Jews and their religion, and 
__ ebserving their insolence, and the indignant manner in 
which they treated the christians, he in return, treated 
them in much the same manner. If the reader will ex-., 
~ cuse another of my little digressions, I will here just ob-— 
serve, that it very seldom fails, but that those who punish 

_ and injure others, punish and injure themselves as much, 
or cause themselves to be punished, in the longran, Se 
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true it is, that, “ the aad shall not go epson rye 
and * he that is cruel, troubleth his own flesh,”+ or him- 
self. But that which incensed Constantius most against 
the Jews, was the treacherous conduct of the Jewish in- 
habitants of Diocessarea, in Palestine. They taking 
‘the advantage of the emperor’s absence, while he march- 
ed an army into Hungary, raised an insurrection in Ju- 
dea, that they might co-operate with the Persians, whe . 
at the same time, had invaded the Roman empire, and 
laid siege to Nisibis, (some distance eastward of Jeru- 
salem,) Constantius sent Gallus against them, whe 
‘marching his army through Judea, defeated the rebel- 
lious Jews, and destroyed Diocessarea. ‘The emperor 
being a christian, (or professing to be one, for I do not 
believe there was a spark of real christianity about 
him,) and also inflamed with resentment against the 
Jews for their treachery, not only revived the laws 
which had been passed against them by his father, but 
enacted others still nore severe. 

_ Every Jew that marricd a christian, or circu ficsoeck @ 
slave, or retained others who professed to be -®ristians, 
was punished with death. Not only were they indéd: 
ed from entering Jerusalem, but they were not allowed 
to look atit from a distance without paying, even for, 

that trifling privilege, a certain sum of money. 

The death of Constantius delivered the Jews from 
those restrictions, and the next emperor favoured them, 
who was Julian, called the apostate, thenephew of Con- 
$tantine, and successor of Constantius. It appears to have - 


been his determined purpose to subvert the christians, ands. 


restore the pagan worship. His aversion to the chris- 
tians, induced him to treat the Jews with much kindness, _ 
He allowed them the free exercise of their religion, ane ve 
exempted them from the heavy taxes which was i we 
sed upon them by his predecessor. What change es, and et, 
how fluctuating is every thing in this world. It was 

but a little while ago that the christians were exalted, 


+ Pr ov. xir2l, t Ibid. 17, 








when they became proud and cruel, and depressed and 
humbled the Jews. Now it is directly the reverse, the 
christians are depressed and humbled, and the Jews ex- 
alted, who now in. their turn hecoihe proud, haughty’ 
and insolent towards the christians ; they demolished 
many churches in Judea, Syria and Eg gypt, and perse- 
cuted the christians. It is a truth to be lamented, that 
like the Jews and christians then, every sect, a that 
time to this have done the same, each one have perse- 
cuted according to the power they have possessed ; yea 
worse, christians have persecuted christians, but we will 
drop the sad story and proceed. 

Julian established the pagan religion, disqualified the 
christians from bearing offices in the state, fined, and 
banished their clergy, imposed a tax on all who refused 
to sacrifice to idols, and used every method that he 
eould invent to destroy the then professed christian re: 


digton. He formed a great design of rebuilding the 


temple of Jerusalem and restoring the Jews. Christ 
had saidthat ‘ Jerusalem should be trodden down of the 
Gentiles,” but he would defeat the prophecy, and prove 
that there was no truth in prophecy and revelation, or 
at least it would be as he thought a specious argument 
againstboth. For this purpose he wrote a public epistle 
to the Jews, dispersed throughout the provinces. In 
ahis letter he expresses his sorrow for their former ill 
treatment, and assuring them of his protection: from fu- 


ture oppression; and concluding with a promise, that if 
__ he was successful in the Persian war, he would rebuild ~ 
the holy city Jerusalem, restore them to their former 


places of abode, and join with them in worshipping 


the God of the universe. This was a great underta- _ 


king indeed, and though, we wish the Jews well, and 
their restoration, yet we can not hopehe may succeed, 


for that would be joining with him, in defeating the. 


> 


truth of the prophecy, or making of it false ; for the 
time had not yet come, but Jet us see how he come on. 
‘He was in such a hurry to accomplish this great de- 
sign, he had not patience to wait till after his Persian 
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expedition : But he went right away to work about i ity 
and in order thereto, he. assigned i immense sums out of 
the public treasury. And connected the superinten- 
dence of the plan to Alypus his intimate friend, who — 
was also equally averse to christianity. This person 
provided an immense quantity of materials, and a great 
number of workmen. At his call, the Jews from all 
the provinces of the empire, assembled with joy and 
rejoicing. The desire of rebuilding the temple has in 
every age, been the ruling passion of the Jews. At 
this time the men forgot their avarice, and even the wo- 
men their delicacy, . so as to be willing to join in the 
work. It is said that the vanity of some of the rich 
was such, that spades and pick axes were made of sil- 
ver, and ie, rubbish was conveyed away in silk and 
purple ; this might have been the case in a few instances, 
merely as an honour to the undertaking. Every purse 
was open in liberal contributions ; every hand claimed a 
share in the pious labour, and the commands of a great 
monarch were executed by the enthusiasm:of the whole 
people. : 

But alas! how greatly must they have been ‘then 
disappointed, how greatly mortified, and withal, how 
greatly astonished, when they had not worked ‘ong, : 
before horrible balls of fire burst out of the ground, 
where they were digging to lay the foundations, at- 
tended with a roaring of the earth, like an earthquake, . 
as if the God of nature was angry at their proceed- 
ings. They tried again and again, but were at every 
attempt repulsed: many were badly scorched and . 
burnt; and finally, they.had to abandon the under-_ 
(aking. Thus if one Roman emperor vainly attempted 
to prevent the destruction of the temple, still more — 
vainly did another Roman emperor, attempt to rebuild — 
it. This, if true, is ‘a most marvellous and astonis 1 
event; and nothing can be a stronger and _m re con- 
vineing proof of the truth of prophecy. It appears to 
be well authenticated, but no doubt but that it will be 
satisfactory to the reader to see the testimony cencern- 








“ing it himself, when he can judge for himself. It was 
proper that the event should be attested by the hea- 
thens themselves. Ammianus Marcellinus, a Gentile. 
by religion, and a zealous defender of Julian, speaks 
ef it thus: “ Whilst they urged with vigour and dili- 
gence the execution of the work, horrible balls of fire 
breaking out near the foundation, with frequent and re- 
iterated attacks, rendered the place, from time to time, 
inaccessible to the scorched and blasted workmen; and 
the victorious element continued in this manner obsti-- 
nately and resolutely bent, as it were, to drive them te 
a distance; the undertaking was abandoned.” Ze- 
much David, a Jew, who confesseth that “ Julian was 
‘hindered by God in the attempt:” Nazianzen and 
Chrysostom among the Greeks: St. Ambrose, and- 
Ruffinus among the Latins, who lived at the very time 
when the wonder was done. Theodoret and Sozomen,. 
always believed to have been. honest historians. 
Philostorgius, an Arrien, and Socrates, who wrote 
the account within fifty years after it was done, and 
while the eye witnesses of the fact were yet living. 
The words of Sozomen are worthy of notice. “If it 
yet seem incredible,” says he, “ to any one, he may 
repair both to the witnesses of it yet living, and to them 
who have heard it from their mouths: yea, they may 
view the foundations, lying yet bare and naked.”— 
Gibbon, a celebrated: deistical writer, who believed not 
in supernatural events, speaking of this event, he says, 
that.“ an earthquake, a whirlwind and a fire eruption, — 
‘which overturned and scattered the new foundation of — 
the temple, are attested by cotemporary writers and re- 
spectable evidences; such as Ambrose, bishop of Mi- 
lan, Chrysostom, and Gregory Naianzen, the latter of 
whom published his account before the. expiration of 
the same year.* There is certainly something very 
extraordinary about it. It cannot be objected as it 
hath been to some miracles, that they were done pri- 
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a or but few present. This was’ apeti and i 2 
probably seen by hundreds; and what is the most con- 

vincing of the fact, that there must have beef some- 
thing that hindered Julian from proceeding; and no 

other reason has ever been assigned why he should — 
abandon his magnificent but impious design. Who- 
ever wishes further information on the subject, may 
see “ Dr. Warburton’s Julian,” where the evidences for 
the miracle is set in the'strongest light, and “all ob- 
jections,” says bishop Newton, “ are clearly refuted, 
to the triumph of faith, and the confusion: of infidel- 
ity. 99 

Julian was the last of the Roman emperors: and un- 
der his successor, Jovian, and under the reigns of Va- 
lentinian, Gratien, Theodosius, and Arcadius, the Jews 
were but little molested. The peace which they had , 
under Theodosius, was, however, disturbed by some 
anti-christians, who paused one of their synagogues to 
be: burnt ; but, upon complaint being made to the em- 

’peror, he ‘ordanéd them to rebuild it. 

During the reign of Theodosius, the 2d, the iberat 
treatment which the Jews now had long experienced, 
having had full liberty of conscience allowed them; 
emboldened them to offer an insult to the established 
church. Being assembled to celebrate a feast called 
Purim, (among the Jews in memory of their deliver- 
ance from Haman’s conspiracy,) instead of hanging a 
figure of Haman on a high gibbet, as had been their _ 

_ common practice, in ridicule of those called christians, 

| they fixed it on a cross; and with their usual execra- 
tions, burnt the cross and the, figure together; which 
caused the emperor to forbid them for the time to come 
of erecting and burning such gibbets, under the penalty 
of being deprived of all their privileges. The Jews 
generally obeyed; but those of Macedon and Dacia, 
renewed insults of this kind, which the anti-christian 
tiaerrates retaliated, by buming t their houses and 
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_ synagogues,* and by putting Hee leaders to. death. 
. The emperor issued several edicts, expressly forbidding 
the ne to persecute the Jews on account of 
their religion, and forbidding the Jews from offering 
any insults to the established church. Ae 
_ But the anti-christians still continued to plunder and 
burn their synagogues, and appropriate the goods to 
- the use of the church, particularly in Antioch, where 
the Jews were numerous and many of them affuent. 
Upon complaints being made to Theodosius, of their 
wicked conduct, he, like agood and equitable judge, 
obliged them to restore what they had taken, and erect 
new synagogues. mE, : 
The Jews were numerous in the island of Candia, 
and had acquired. considerable wealth. , About A. D. 
- 432, an impostor arose, who declared himself to be a 
_~second- Moses, sent to deliver his people. He pro- 
mised to divide the sea, and afford them a safe passage 
through it to their own land. During one year, he 
passed through every town and village on the Island, 
and persuaded his countrymen to meet him on the day, 
and at the place appointed. ‘They collected according 


_ ® Christ says, “resist not evil,” and he taught to return good for 
-. . eyil. Therefore, those professed Christians. magistrates, and many 
= other professed christians of that day, and even back to Constantine, 
~. who acted not only in retaliating, but in every cther respect contrary 
to the precepts and doctrine of Christ, could not have been christians, 
as historians. please to call them, but anti-christians, (contrary, 
opposite to Christ.) Robinson, in his ecclesiastical researches, says, 
_ “the most respectable writers of that age, in the third century, have 
_. put it oat of tle power of an historian to spread a vail over the enor- 
mities of ecclesiastical rulers. By a train of vices they were sunk > 
- into luxury and volupruousness, puffed up with vanity, arregance and 
ambition, possessed with a spirit of contention and discord, and ad- 
dicted to many other vices—the effects of . corrupt ambition were 
spread through every rank of the sacred order.” And again, speaking 
ofthe Bishops of Rome, ‘¢ Of the sinners, it may truly be affirmed, 
that they were sinners of size; for it would be difficult to mention a 
_¢erime which they did not cemmit.”’ And Mosheim in ‘his ecclesi- 
~‘astrcal history, says, ‘“‘ They indulged themselves, in the commission 
of the most odious crimes, and abandonod themselves to the jawless 
. Impulses of the most licentious passions without reluctance or remorse: 
and whose spiritual empire was a diversified scene of iniquity and 
violence,” &c. &c,, and yet call them Christians!! Nay it was the 
anti-christ—the man of sin, the apostle speaks of, which would arise. 
2 Thess. ti. 3. : “ \ tone, 








to ie orders, ah ‘many nh theives and children me. 
then led them to the top of a precipice, and it is’ re- 
corded by several writers, that he commanded them to — 
cast themselves into the sea: and it is said, that the 
men, with unshaken faith, instantly, ‘obeyed; and that 
the women and children followed with equal ardour. 
Many were drowned: others were saved by some 
christian fishermen. _If this story be true, I can ac- 
count for it in no oer way, than that a judgment of 
infatuation, and in some instances, madness, had _ fell 
upon the Jews, as has been shewn : several instances 
of their conduct heretofore, but particularly in follow- 
ing false prophets, as a punishment, for their refusing 
and persecuting the true. Moses told them that they 
should be mad, and they have often acted so in many 
instances Relere this.* 

Those Jews who were saved, as above mentioned, 
became sensible of their infatuation, and ade oud 
to seize the impostor; but-they could find nothing ofe < 
him. which caused them to think that he was the deyil, _ 
Ashamed of their being thus imposed on, many were — 
induced to make profession of the christian religion. 

In the year A. D. 415, the Jews of Nee were 
computed to contain Spade 100,000; at this time they — 
were greatly relaxed inthe strictness of the performance 
of their religious rites, and many of them instead of atten- 
ding the synagogues on their sabbath, would be present 
at public diversion exhibited on that day, when frequent 
disputes would take place between them and the anti- 

christians, which seldom ended-without bloodshed. Cy- 
rill, an anti-christian bishop of that city, was greatly - 
Siitercd against the Jews, threatened them with eccle-_ 
siastical execution, that is church punishment, torture, a 
and death. (But Christ never instituted such achureh.) ea 
‘The Jews, however, knowing that Orestes, the over-. 
nor of Alexandria, was their friend, they lictle oar 
a the threats of the bishop, and resolved toa 
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Hee : inves SY a Paks 
sae christians in the middle of the night through | 
the streets. For this — wicked purpose they sent 
several persons throngh the streets of the city, and » 
to cry fire; and the Jews distinguishing themselves 
by some particular mark, when the anti-christians 
came out unarmed, not suspecting any thing but 
re, the Jews immediately fell upon them, and mas-_ 
sacred great numbers. _ Cyrill, the bishop, as soon 
as le received information of. thi S wick al act, didone . 
as wicked himself. Not applying to the governor, or. 
waiting for legal sentence, he immediately rallied his 
people, and put himself at their head, he entered their 
synagogues, took all that was of value out, and 
‘appropriated it to his own use, and levelled some of 
them to the ground and damaged others. His party 
_then entered the houses of the Jews, and plundered 
them of all their goods, and compelled the Jews. to 
abandon the city almost naked, and Alexandria was im- 
_ poverished, by the loss of an industrious and wealthy 
colony. ‘This conduct of the bishop highly offended 
Orestes the governor, who would not brook such an 
infringement of his authority, and was grieved that se 
great a number of the inhabitants had been, expelled 
' the city. The people in the city, and round about 
it exclaimed against these proceedings of the bishop, 
and advised him to submit, and humble himself to. the 
governor ; but this he absolutely refused ; and taking ~ 
the gospel in his hand, (which condemned all his con- 
. duct) he endeavoured by the authority of that, and by 
threats, to effect a reconciliation, (a poor way to go te ~ 
work) but finding Orestes obstinate and inflexible, Cy- 
rill commanded a regiment of Monks, to the amount of 
1500, that lived not far off in the mountains, to descend 
and assault the governor, which some of them did while 
he was riding in his chariot, they wounded him in his 
head, and covered him with blood, and he would have 
been ‘dlled had not the people ran to his assistance, and 
rescued him out of the hands of the Monks. This tumult 
being appeased, Orestes caused one of the principal 


1 





we ot 


113 





offenders to He par to death. The eovernor. sentladde- : 


count of the whole transaction to the emperor, Cy- 
vill also wrote, and not only justified the proceedings of. 
the’ Monks, ‘but in his next sermon, declared Am- | 


monius, the Monk, that the governor ordered to be put 
to death, to be a martyr in the cause of christianity. 


"The conduct of the bishop produced new commotion, 


in which ray ae their lives : and in the num- 
ber of whom was the celebrated Hynatia, an amiable 
young heathen lady, said to be of excellent understand- 
ing, learning, and virtue, who was barbarously mur- 
dered. before one ofthe anti-christian churches. The 
ill-timed zeal and cruelty of Cyrill, are visible in all 
. those proceedings, and his conduct has been justly blam- 


ed by all impartial persons. This person is one of 


those who is handed down to us, as a saint and Father 


of the church. A -certam writer speaks with too much | 


truth, when he says, ‘ that almost all persons i those — 


‘days denomimated saints, were the most infa.nous: 
Tains and murderers that ever lived.’ The Jews it 
west, under Honororias, enioy -d the full liberty: respec 


ine their religion. He enacted a law, imputing that the’ ~ 
real glory of a prince consisted in allowing all his sub- 


jects though of different religious sentiments, the full 






and peaceable enjoyment of ‘all their rights and privi- — 


leges.. ~Agresable to this decree, he expressly forbid the 
anti-christians from destroying their synagogues, or in- 
joring the Jews inany respect ; and that the Jews should 
not injure those ealled christians neither. This empe- 
‘yor was mueh wiser and better than many rulers of a 
~mueh later date, and if all others, had done like him. 
a would have been far less persecution in the world, 


~The Jews sustained a severe affliction, in the fifthcentu- 
ry, by an end being put to the office of patriarch, ee Z 


had been the means of keeping up a union among 

“These patriarchs, or chiefs were supported b by 

paid by the Jews, which at length became so extrava- 

gant, that the Jews applied to the civil power for relief. 

Lanes of obtaining relief as they wished, yey tag ie 
LO 
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“ ‘upon the western empire, yet the Jews were only partial 
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ofshaving ‘ to pay.to, the emperor’ 
al as then there. was no income to support the patriar- 
a it ceased to exist. The fifth century was 
pemathe ale, for the irruption of the barbarous nations 


“sufierers with others. Afterthe Goths obtained posses- 


sion ‘of. Italy, the Jews were protected by those barbas _ 





Yous kings. The most persecuti on ee with, was 
- {rom the anti-christians, whichwould have been muuh 
more if they had not been restrained by the civil power, 
which certainly is not at all to their credit as christians. 
Theodorick, in particular, protected the Jews against the 
anti-christian zealots, and would permit no compulsory 


is “means to be used for their conversion. He reproved 

















the senate for suffering a synagogue to be burned at 
Rome, and severely reprimanded the anti-christian cler- 
gy at Milan, for seizing another. When the Jews were 
injured by the pretended christians, they applied to 
Theodorick. In about the year 428, happened the cel- 
ebrated, though disputed, conversion ‘of, the Jeys:on an 


' .island, called Minorea. On that island were two pretty 


arge towns. In one the anti-christian bishop had his 
residence, in which the Jews were forbidden to enter ; 
who ventured to enter it, were generally punish: with 
a sudden and miraculous death, but it is more lik ely the 
-anti-christians privately killed them. The other town 
vas chiefly inhabited by Jews; many of whom were 
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nd it was said, and foolishly believed, that the Jews 


-yich, Theodosius was president of their synagogue, 


and was the principal person on the island. Severus 
was bishop. of the island, he was persuaded by one Oro- 
- sius, who had returned from Jerusalem, laden with mi- 


raculous relics,* to attempt the conversion of the Jews. 


_ They began with private discourses, and then pro- 
ceeded with public conferences and disputes, which 
were-held in the synagogue, which terminated in a tu- 
Ba) “2 the sy etc hie was destroyed, and nothing 


* ‘That i is Salt pieces of the remains, as bones, or ite ak and. clothes. 
ores saints preserved by Homes Catholics, vic great veneration. 





; rved but the books and plate. "THE bishop: és 


er exhibited such a number of miracles, (pretend 
no doubt) that the greatest men among the Je me 
gan to believe, and in eight days most of the Jews in’ — 
their town were converted, when the synagogue was re- 
built, and became a church. This is the story, but by _ 
“what follows, plainly demonstrates that compulsory ~ 
‘means had . * used, probable death if they did not | 
profess to bethristians, for some who continued obsti- © 
gate and untractable, concealed themselves in caverns: 
and hiding places, and others leaving all their property, 
fled, and sought an asylum in foreign countries. It will 
be found in the course of this history thatthere hasbeen _ 
many of such compulsory conversions of the Jews. For *— 
the anti-christians always had scripture, for to perse- — 
cute those who would not come into their church without. 
* Compel them to come in.”* Little thinking, that they 
were to be compelled by love and the force of truth, 
such compulsions and such only, in matters of religion, — 
was used by Christ and his apostles. After the Jews had — 
lost their existence and power asa nation, they were de- 
sirous to preserve the purity of their sacred books; for 
this purpose a number of learned Rabbins compiled a — 
work, they called the Masora,} in which they first fixed” 
the true reading of the Hebrew text, by vowels and ac- 
cents; and secondly, numbered not only the chapters, — 
and sections, but even the verses, words, and letters of — 
the Old Testament. This work is astupendousmonu- _ 
‘ment of minute and persevering labour. ; : 
















# Luke xiv. 23. Pe ge 

t The bible was originally written without any breaks, or diviston in- _ 
fo chapters and verses, or even into words, so that a whole book in 
the ancient manner, was but one continued word, and without stops ORS) 
points. It is a mystery to us how they could read it so. “The Maso- 
vites divided it into chapters, sections, verses, and words, and placed 
the points, and, as above mentioned, they enumerated the chapters and a 
verses, and even words and letters, as a means of preserving it from be-. 
ing corrupted or altered, therefore the Jews call the Masora the hedge- 
or fence of the laws. ; = pears 
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of the Jews in the sixth and seventh centuries, 
im oe met Spain, and France. 


he Mota, cduitea ded git a violent perse- . 
cution against the Jews in Persi sigan tell 
us conta for seventy-three years j~during which 
time the synagogues were shut, ‘the observance of the 
sabbath was suppressed, and thieir schools and chapels 
were appropriated to the use of the Persian philoso- 
_ phers, called the Magi. 
- Huna, the chief of the Jews, and two of his disci- 
ae ples, were imprisoned and suffered death with wonder- 
_ ful fortitude. But the Jewish youth more fond of the 
pleasures of life, were easily persuaded to forsake their 
ait and a general defection in Israel followed. : 
This persecution commenced under- Cavades, a. 
_ prince of a proud and imperious disposition, who in- 
tended to compel all his subjects; those called chris- 
 tians, and the Jews, and others, to embrace the Persian 
ae open: ‘This persecution was very severe. 
othe celebrated “Meir, a learned Rabbi, declared war 
against the Persian king; and.we are told that with 
400 men only, he successfully contended against him 
for’ seven years ; but he was at last defeated and put 16. 
death. The Persians then‘entered the city in which 
Zeutra, the chief, resided, and having plunder ed the . 
“city, hanged that Jewish prince, and the president of - 
‘the Jewish council ona bridge. The family of Zeutra 
betook themselves to flight, and his son and heir re-— 
tired into Judea, where he became chief of the Sanhe- 
drim. — 
Chosroes, who succeeded Cavadex treated the Jets 
with still greater severity than his predecessor. 
In 639, when Hormisdas ascended the Persian throne, 
he restored their former privileges, which they con- 
Bake | to enjoy during the whole of his reign. 
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~ Chosroes was the son of Hormicdaay ae ‘he é a 
dered his father to obtain the throne: next his son \ 
ranes rebelled against him, and he interceded y 


for their materi conse, for NV apohics was soon 1 
pene when the Jews were considered aS 





bad even a pecan a Bihan: 

The Jew Antioch were the ‘first wha siete. fo i 
assisting Varanes. Many of them perished by the 
sword; others were put to death by the most cruel tor- 
ments ; and those who survived were subjected to the 
basest slavery. 

Some time after, they endeavoured to obtain the fa- 
vour of this prince. He had been to war with Justi-- 
nian, the Roman emperor, and when they two were — 
about, entering into negotiations of peace, the Jews — 
promised him if be would continue the war, they would = 
assist him in making himself master of Jerusalem, which — 
they represented to him as being one of the richest — 
eities in the world. Chosroes, therefore, entering into. 
their treacherous design, broke off negotiations for 
peace with the emperor, and prepared to carry the — 
project into execution; and the war was carried on — 
with great vigour, and many successful inroads were 
made into Syria and Palestine. When after the reduc- — 
tion of Gallilea, the Persian Monarch made himself — 
master of Jerusalem, (A. D. 613,) when he delivered — 
all the prisoners who professed to be christians, into 
the hands or power of the Jews, when, horrid to re- 
late, they satiated. their implacable hatred against them » 
by cruelly murdering no less than ninety thousand,* : 


A 


* Their conduet is altogether astonishing. It does appear, that ; 
gmankind, particuiarly in that day had no pity nor compassion, Among 
those ninety thousand, called Christians, were many Romans: the 
Romans had cruelly put many Jews to death, and now the Jew n re- 
turn, or uelly’ destroyed almost as many. Romans. I don’t know why 
it all i is 50, or why permitted. I only know this ; ;_ that sin and wicked-| 
ness is the sole cause of ail the destruction and misery in the world. 

The history of mankind may be said to be an history. of devils; for 
supposing there was a world—suppose one dB the planets aatabitcd by 
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eles of jeir property. 
conspired with their brethren in Palestine, 


nh attempt to conquer ay yre, and destroy its 
habitants ; but the Tyrians repulsed them with 
ery. After this disappointment hited dispersed — 
pioelves tar oe rene and burned many of 

eet bey q e at length 








’ i eastern ies, in He: 6th. century, sustain- 
ed a‘series of persecution in Persia, their brethren in 
the west were cruelly oppressed. 'T! e emperor Justini- 
an issued an edict which hindered their celebrating the 
passover, accoru ng to their own calculation, and obli- 
ged them to observe it at the same time as the christian 
ehurch, “Soon after, he forbade the magistrates to ad- 
“mit them to- give evidence against the christians, and de- 
prived them of the pr vilege of making wills, or be= 
- gueathing legacies. Healso forbidthem educating their : 
- ghildren in their own faith, and commanded the prefect, 
er Magistrates to convert their synagogues into churches, 
. oe eneral discontent and indignation, in consequence . 
jese severe laws, increased to open rebellion. © And 
“kh D. 530, one Julian who pretended to be the Messiah, _ 
‘met with such success as to make many of the Jews be- 
» fieve he was so, and therefore many resorted to his stan- 
- dard. He armed his foliowers, and-led them against i 
the christians, and they being wholly unprepared, ta 
resist evil,” or for defence, were slaughtered in great 
‘oumbers. At length Justinian sent troops against the 
ree and, then they fought with such despera- 































arace of devils, or of beings totally depraved, or as bad as it is possi- 
ble for creatures to be. and if we had the history of them, TI cannot 
- conceive how it conid be much worse, than the history of mankind in this © 
world. Only there have been a few righteous in every age, and these. 
have been and are the “ salt off tue earth,” who preserve it fromeutier 
destruction. For as says the pious William Law. if every good prin- 
ciple, particulariy that of Jove, was totally extingnished, mankind would 
~ $0 eG Go destroy each ba cd that they would cease to exist. : 
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“tion ae thes were soon entirely routed. The | 
messiah was taken, and immediatly put to de; 
the revolt ceased. 

A. D. 555. The Jews in Cesarea rebelled against | 
the Roman government ;' and, notwithstanding the ha- 
tred which subsisted between them, and the Samaritai 
they united their forces against the professed cheistene. 2 
The insurgents attacked, and demolished. many of the 
churches, and massacred many of the people. Ju 
tinian subdued them, confiscated the property of the 
rich, and beheaded many and banished the others, * 

The Jews joined the Goths in Italy, against . Justinian 
and his general Belisarius, while this officer was engag- 
ed in the siege of Naples, the Jews defended the city 
with the most obstinate resolution. When the citizens 
were about to capitulate, the Jews encouraged them to — 
hold out to the last extremity, in consequence thereof — 
the siege was continued, and many of the Roman sol- — 
diers slain. When the city was taken, the Jews were — 
cruelly put to death. [ntimidated and humbled hy this — 
dreadful severity, they remained peat during the A 
two following reigns. 

A. D. 602. Under the reign of. Phoge, the Jews of | 

. Antioch raised an insurrection against the anti-chris- 
tians, who defended themselves with great resolution, 
but, not being powerful enough to resist their enemies, 

‘ they become the victims of their cruelty. Many were 
burnt in their houses, and several put to death other 

"ways. The Fehollion, however, after an arduous con- 

flict, was suppressed, ane the barbarous congas: of the : 
pebele severely punished. - ies 

A. D, 606. The Jews by this time, had ee n 
merous in Cyprus. About four years after the imsurrec- — 
tion at Antioch, bishop Leontius, fearing that the Island © 

would suffer ialer calamities, resolved to use every 

possible method to effect their conversion. His en- 
deavours are said to have been so successful that they 
renounced Judaism, and were baptized. It is also said, 

that many of their brethren, in other parts, were about 


























this time indueed to profess the christian religion 5 iis 





- nothing more than an outward profession, and more 
owing to the liberality of anti-christian princes, than to 
the love of truth. 
In the early part of the seventh century appeared 
Mahomet, the famous Arabian impostor on the stage 
f action. He established a new religion, which made 
4 rapid progress in the world. Many of the Jews after 
the destruction of their country, had fied to Arabia.— 
Their number, and resp ectability induced Mahomet at 
first to treat them with attention and kindness. He 
adopted many of their opinions and customs, in order 
to engage them to hisinterest. ‘The Jews, deceived by 








the splendour of his victories, began to regard him as 
_ the expected Messiah. And some persons of distinc- 


tion among them and many others, embraced his reli- 
gion. ‘They were soon offended at his eating camel’s 
~~ flesh, which is forbidden by the law of Moses: but the 
hope of deriving advantages from the impostor, induc- 
ed them to aid him in his design. But they after- 
wards became his inveterate enemies ; and when, like 
~ all others who never received the spirit of Christ, he 


became their enemy. His aversion to them continued 


to the last moment of his life. In his Alcoran, he re- 
_ proaches them with betraying and murdering the 
_ prophets; and calls them “a people justly cursed of 


God, for their treatment of Jesus Christ, whom he | 


: acknowlédees to be a great prophet, and for filling up 
the measure of their conduct by rejecting of him. 
And at length he openly declares hostilities against 


them. He first summoned the Jews at Medina, to em- 


brace his religion, or contend with him in battle. The 





e is reason. to believe that these conversions, awele 


+ 


Jews replied, we do not wish to go to war with you, we. 


are ignorant of the use of arms, we persevere in the 


faith and worship of our fathers, why wilt thou reduce 


us to the necessity of a just defence.” But war, as 
they thought, could not be avoided ; Cajab, one of 
the principal persons of the Jewish nation, a man are 


} ‘ Ls 


had always opposed the measures of Mahomet, for which - 
reason he had given orders for his followers to waylay 
and kill him. Cajab being informed of the designs 
formed against him, appeared at the head of the Jews. — 
In the third year of the Hegira,* Mahomet: began his 
operations, with besieging the Jews in Hegiasa, and 
having obliged them to surrender at discretion, he drove _ 
them into banishment, and distributed their wealth and 
effects among his disciples and followers. Aft 
Cajab, (or as some call him Cajah,) attacked. 
Kaibar, a place about four days journey from M 
where the Jews were totally routed, and great numbers 
of them destroyed ; and their general with much dif- 
ficulty saved his life by flight. The unfortunate issue 
of this attempt did not, however, deter the Jewish lead- 
er from trying the event of another engagement ; the 
Jews were again defeated with great slaughter, and ~ 
their leader taken and put to death. And the Jews | 
were forced to submit to the power of Mahomet, and 
become tributary ;' this was grievious and oppressive to 
the Jews ; and a Jewish woman endeavoured to destroy 
Mahomet by poison, but was detected, and put to death. 
“Omar, the successor of Mahomet, was one of the 
most rapid conquerors that ever spread desolation over” : | 
the face of the earth.t ‘During the two years oi his 










* An account of time used-by the Arabians, who begin their time 
from the day that Mahomet was forced to escape from Mecca, which 
‘was our July 16, 622. aeaiieeee set 
+ All such men who have been the greatest conquerors, and who 
have inflicted the most.misery on mankind, have been the most famed 
wand called great. But I scarcely know of a greater absurdity than 
thatof calling a warrior, a hero, ora goodandagreatman. It is glo- 
rious to murder,a million of human lives.and rob nations ;.and: we read Ps 
of some dying in the field of battle covered with glory: but it is” infa- Re 
mous to murder and rob individuais. What absurdity pads come 
tency: ! Bhige ts Sai aid 
Nothing can with the least propriety, be called glorious, or really 
deserving the epithet of magnanimity or heroism, but that whieh is _ 
good, and disinterested... Christ came to save men’s lives, not tode- — 
stroy them; therefore. He,..and-all others, who, according: to. their 
ability, do the same, are only;worthy to be called good and great. 
Warriors are mad men rather than heroes, wicked men/‘rather than 
good and honourable, A sensible writer says, ‘ It is, indeed,:a shame 
tothe haman race, that, since the’ flood, those men havyeibeen ‘most fa- 
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_ reign, he subdued Arabia, Syria, Mesopotamia, Per- 
sia, and Egypt. With the Saracens under his com- 
mand, he invested Jerusalem, and after an obstinate 
siege, which lasted four months, the christians, having 
obtained an honourable capitulation, surrendered the 
city to him. The conqueror would not allow them, 
as was the wish of the Jews, to be deprived of shear 
churches. 
‘But by his command, the ground where Solomon's $ 





mosque, which was the first Mahometan place of wor- 
ship erected in ) Jerusalem. 

In this period, the Jews often changed Se by 
the swift succession of monarchs, who: were. at oné 
time Mahometan, then. Pagan, and next. Christian. 

ea all the evils of those changes, the Jews suffered 
more orless. The first Caliph, (or Mahometan ruler,) 
restored them to the free exercise of their religion. 
A number of the Roman Pontifis have been as in- 
ook ‘dulgent to the Jewish nation as the first caliphs. In 
Italy, where the Jews were numerous in the seventh 
century, they were treated with moderation and kind- 
ness by pope Gregory theGreat. Their general conver- 
sion was the object of his ardent desires and earnest 
endeavours. He exhorted his clergy and flock to use 
them with candour and tenderness, asserting that one 
day they were to be recalled, and to emcee a large 
part of Christ’s fold; and that kind and friendly treat- 
ment was the proper method to conduct them to the 
-unity of the faith. ‘ Violence,” said he, “ will dis 
gust those who. might be allured by gentleness and 
. charity.” This was good in pope Gregory; tender- 





















mous and celebrated and Hoecared, who have been the cause of the 
.most misery in the world. All history, says he,‘ agrees in giving 
Alexander the Great, the first place in the list of fame, and it seems 
for no other reason bat because he was the greatest destroyer of man- 
kind... Itis little to be doubted, that the source of his fame in this 
. world, and that of many other warriors, will be the cause of the deep- 
est regret in the world to come, and "that which has covered their 
names with such glory among men, will cover them with shame and 
everlasting contempt before God. ee geod s Antient age : 


ness and kindness is good, let it come from where it 
may, and it is a pity that all others had not patterned: 
after him. He strongly expressed his abhorrence of 
the persecution they suffered in different countries, and 

condemned the zeal of some of the bishops against 
them. - He even reprimanded a Jew, who, in order to 
ingratiate himself with the christians, set up a cross 
and image of the Virgin Mary in a synagogue. Greg- — 
ory ordered the’cross and image to be removed, al- 
leging that.since the laws did not permit the Jews to 
build new synagogues, they ought to be allowed the 
free enjoyment of those they already possessed. 

The cruel treatment which the Jews soon after expe- 
rienced from Heraclius, the Greek Emperor, formed a 
complete contrast, to the kindness of the Roman Pon- 
tiff. This monarch hated the Hebrew race, on account 
of their religion ; and their a wealth* excited Lis 
avarice. 

Heraclius was still more ‘exasperated against the 
Jews, by his consulting his soothsayers and. diviners, 
relative to the fate of the empire. He received for an- 
swer, that: ‘a circumcised nation would prove its ruin, 
considering how powerful and numerous the Hebrews 
were in most parts of his dominions, and that they still - 
cherished the hope of being restored’ to: their native — 
country, he doubted not but they were the people i in-- 
tended and described by the prediction. The great 
and frequent efforts they had made to recover their 
liberty, and their cruel and sanguinary proceedings 
against the christians, confirmed him in this belief; and 
induced him to persecute them with the most unjust 

and utmost severity. He banished them from Jerusa~ 
lem, and forbid them to approach within three miles | 
the city. eee ety 

The Jews had become numerous in Spain, and ¢ ace 
quired wealth by their dexterity in aoe ie 3 





















* It is rather singular, that the Jews inal! their dispoysionte and de- 
pressions, should, notwithstanding, many of them be wealthy, and but 


low abjectly poor, Therefore a common saya “ as rich asa Jew.” 
pee 
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ence excited the avarice of their masters. The empe- : 
ror, Heraclius, who - had been engaged in a war with - 
>’ Sisebut, the’ “Spanish monarch, was so unjust and cruel 
 asto make it one of the principal articles of the } peace, 
that the king, Sisebut, should compel them to receive 
baptism, or abandon the kingdom. _ The religious big- 
otry of Sisebut induced him: readily to agree to this - 
~eruel article; and he imprisoned the most distinguished 
persons among this unhappy people. — 

After having remained sometime im confinement, 
large numbers of Jews, in order te preserve their wealth 
and lives, consented to be baptized. The estates of 
the more obstinate were unjustly confiscated, and ete 
bodies tortured. 

_ The conduct of the king was highl y and justly cen- 
ured by Isidore, bishop of Serville, and condemned 
e other catholic clergy in - Spain. Tn the fourth 
il of Toledo, in which the bishop Isidere presi-~ 
it was (to the credit of this council,) declared un- 
tian and unlawful to use compulsory measures in 
religion. - This council, however, ordained, that those 
whom persecution had drove to receive baptism, should” 
co apelled, fer the honour ef the church, to continue _ 













ligion. This decree was enacted, because the pretend=_ 
converts returned to Judaism, as soon as the fear of : 
unishment, or injury was withdrawn. 
intila, who succeeded Sisebut, treated the Jews 
ne greatest rigour. ‘This munasete in 638, com- 
d, (like a bigoted fool,) all his subjects to pro-— 
ss the christian faith: the Jews continued in Spain,” 
nder the weight of the civil and ecclesiastical laws.  _ 
~ In order to engage the Spanish clergy to aid his 
views, Chintila, convened the fifth and sixth council of 
Toledo. These assemblies, departing from the good 
principles of the former, respecting using compulsory — 
_ measurés in religion, passed several decrees ¢ onforma~- 
ble to the wishes of the monarch. The divines who 
composed them, highly commended his blind zeal : 





onforming to the external rights of the christian re- 

















- 5 
against the Jews, and blessed God for having given 
them such a wise arid pious prince; not being able to 
judge wisdom from folly, nor piety from wickedness. 
“They ratified the edict he had passed, for the banish- 
ment of, this miserable people ; and declared that no 
_ prince, for the future, should Boot the Spanish throne, 
- till he had taken an oath to Bp all the laws against 
them. 

This wicked oath was daneeaally enforced by the 

‘succeeding monarchs. The Visigoth kings enacted 
_taws which ccimpletely authorized persecution, and 
lindly alleged in their vindication, that, since the vio- 
ent take the kingdom of heaven by forées men ouht 
to be stimulated, or forced to receive this blessing, thus 
© wresting seripture to their own destruction,’* ig 
By these Taw; it was ordained, that every Jew wh 
fased to receive baptism, should suffer a severe tc 
~punishment, and be banishec | fi 
have all his goods confiscated. 

Thus multitudes of this persecuted people, i intimit 
ted by the gloomy prospect before them, were con- 
strained to conform externally to the national 
christian faith. But as their conformity w 
ced by terror, many soon apostatized. ie, 

this evil, a new council was convened. T 
solved to shelter themselves from the impe 
lamity. The most distinguished of their natio 
' to the king in the name of their brethren in Spa: 
elaring that though they had till then dissembled, 
were now resolved to become sincere converts. The 
assured his majesty, that they would no longer pbscca 
their Sabbaths, circumcise their children, or form 
comection by marriage with those who were’ unbap- _ 
tized ; and promised to persecute any of their br rethren ; 
who should presume to violate any of these SPetee. 
‘ments. — Ee 

_ The strong promises contained in this ae Fender- 
















* 2 Peter, iis. 16. 
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ed their sincerity more suspected 5 and, in consequence 
thereof, their conduct was more strictly observed. It 
was accordingly discovered that they still performed 
the Jewish rites, and even ventured to dispute the chris- 
tian religion, (anti-christian.) The king finding the 
difficulty of effecting his purpose by severity, ordered 
Julian, archbishop of Toledo, to write against them, ~ 
Accordingly, this prelate, in A. D. 686, published a ~ 
learned treatise, in which he proved, “from the scrip- 
tures, that Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah. ; 
The king and bishop at length discovered, what — 
common sense might have taught them, that their sy 
tem of persecution failed of producing what they wis! 
ed, and only a spirit of dissatisfaction and revolt w: 
‘the effect. The Jews rejoiced in the victories of the — 
metans, and commenced a dangerous .and hos- 
respondence with their brethren, who had shel- 
themselves from he seeution in Africa. On re- 








. assistance and advice of de siti chee Ags 
10 composed it, wasasked. Upon delibera- 
lupon the unjust anderuel resolve, that allthe | 
should be declared perpetual slaves, that 
«else be confiscated, and their eee 


wickedly resolved to use compulsory means to induce 
them to renounce their religion. He therefore com-_ 
manded, that all who refused to receive stanien should 
cael punished < 
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king Dagevelllsi in aiboo® To gain the favor of his 
wicked clergy and people, and 1 gratify the emperor, he 
banished from his kingdom, upon pain of ‘death, all 
the Jews who refused to profess the christian religion. 
Many, who had fled from Spain to escape persecution, 
uffered a second exile. But more, of them preferred 
lissimulation, and consented to be baptized, thinking 
it no harm fo “peace s sake, to have a little water sprink- 
ed on them. — . 

From towards the end of. the seventh century to the 
: of the crusades, nothing very remarkable occurred 
Jews. They were alternately tolerated and per- 
ted by the caliphs and Greek emperors, according 
> temper of the times, or of git sovereigns they _ 
under. In nearly all their persecutions they paid 
2 attention to learning than the ie christi 









































| synagogues. In the Asveiah eerry: vos fiad a. 
academy at Lunel, a city in hae ee 


: their education. 
~~ OGOur~ 
CHAPTER XII. 


of the State of the Jews in the eighth, tenth, ‘lever n. 
and twelfth centurves. 

Tue next great events, materially affecting the J ews si 
were the crusades, eee = Hot tak because they ee 






* For the better understanding of this part of our ona Py 
may be well to give here a brief account of what is called the Crasadc at? 
Peter, the hermit of Amicus of France, went ona pilgrimage, or jour- 





ney to Palestine, and there having seen and shared in the: distresses 





and miseries of the christians; when he retarned, he represented t nee Wa 





oy he ie 







“"Phey having sbibee the cruel el ail detestable idea, tl 
‘the Me csiciion of the enemies of Christ and his gosp 
would infallibly obtain the favour and blessing of hea- 
en on their enterprise, they made such havoc and car-_ 
nage among this unhappy and unfortunate people, that 
this j is reckoned one of the most bloody. persecutions 
which the Jews ever sufiered. 
The Spanish nobles enduay intl to. 
authority, and to suppress the cruelt 
them; but Ferdinand, the Spanish monareh, Ww 
‘ed to ‘ingratiate himself with» 
cution of the Albigenses, and others aie 
encouraged and promoted the persecution: 
__ Previous to the Pron 
_ number and po "a of the «Jews had become ¢ 
- Germ emia, where they had erected many 
8 the march of the 










































The population aes to have’ 
‘ Te to furnish new victims for slaugh- 





ms, so that by his preaching and instigation, and 
ope rie UW. son. the covnell of Slereeny ate 


ne recover y of the holy fan out of ther Conde “ Te 
hop Newton, “ the epidemic madness of the times,” and 
, men and women, priests and peasants, monks and sol- 
its and mechanics—all were. eager to assume the cross, | 
or what they thought the holy war; butso far from being 
as nothing but destruction, wherever they went, particu- 
Ws ‘Some assert that the. number of those who’ went out _ 
pedition amounted to above a million. Those who make the 
Iculation affirm, that there were at least three hundred thou- 
and fighting men After some losses and some victories, the army 
encamped before Jerusalem; and after a siege of five weeks, took it 
torm, onthe 15th July, inthe year of Christ, 1099, and all whe 
did not profess to be christians they put to the sword. ‘They massa- 
ered above seventy thousand mussulmen,*or thoseewho professed the 
Mahometan religion, and the spoils they found in the nvosques, were of 
inestimable value ; all the Jews in the place, horrid and. lamentable to 
relate, they gathered together and burnt! (If these were christians, 
and follow ers of Christ, and did as he commanded them, the Jews had 
little reason to believe in, and love sucha character. Nay, they were 
devils incarnate, as opposite to Christ as light is to darkness.) God- 
frey of Boulogne, the general, was chosen king; and there he reigned. 

ine years, ‘and i in the, year 1187, the Mahometans regained their for- 
me and, with but little pee aN they uN yee 



































“This” 
massacre are contin ea Gott the eiothhs Ve f April tll 
i e Batavian analists state, that upwards of 
were slain in their country. And all 
umber who perished in Germany, was 
i apa ae ichael Berr, an honest Jew-. 

2 . Ue 










Boe ne was ye Ur 
brethren, that these warrior Ben to Mioieeve’ 
rotection - heaven. Skulls s of nen, and bleeding ae 





















cent Pathe Tt is thus ‘that! the cities of. Basil 
_Coblentz, and Cologne, became human sham! 
Many of the poor Jews, in the frenzy of des) 
end to their own lives. Even some wot er 
seeing the crusades appr oaching, killed th 
; telling them, “that it was much better 
into Abraham’s bosom, than to aban 
christians.” Some of the men barricadoec 
and flung their families and wealth int. 
the flames, and then themselves: thus dis 
malice, or at least the avarice of their imp! 

“ties. 

During this ere of darkness and fanat 
find some christian prelates sheltering the persecut od 
Jews from the fury of the crusades, receiving the. 
fugitives into their houses, till the storm passed by. 
bishop of Spires, in particular, has been éslebratal 
his active interference in their behalf. All were 








were many Jews, who pretended é be christiar i 
storm blew over, when they relapsed again into J adai 
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The persecutions kindled the crusade: ! 
confined to Germany, but extended through the grea 
_-est part of Europe. The public outrage I 
- exterminate the descendants of those who crucified Je- — 
sus Christ, and let the name of Israel be no more re~ 
membered.” | What most astonishing blindness and 
hardness of heart.* Besides the vast multi udes th at 
fell a sacrifice to the bigotry of the princ eople 
of the crusades, great numbers, driven t 
" the miseries they suffered, perished by suicide. — 
*. InFrance, about this time, the Jews were acct 





the murder of St. William, and many of them w 
condemned to the flames. _ The odium which this 
bolical 20F Proughit qb the rest, exposed them to 


the 
insults of the populace. _ At length king Philip, beix 

















dark and blinded, that under pretence of piety, and ~ 
rthe honor of God, not only banished them his — 
s, but confiscated all their wealth and effects ; ~ 
‘that they were reduced to the greatest misery, 
fell victims to these oppressive and tyrannical 
gs. ‘They were, however, soon afterwards 
and returned in great numbers ; but growing 
insolent, they assembled ina castle near _ 
and having scourged and crowned a youth _ 
they crucified him, in imitation. of that 
ir predecessors had done to Christ. Showing _ 
7 would do the same, if they had the opportu. 
which there is no doubt, being still under the 
of the same spirit. But it should be obsery- 
F at the most of the Jews, knowing no better, judg-s.. - 
or conceived an idea of Christ, according to the — 





Ts it not astonishing, that men professing religion, professing to 
believe in the mild, kind and tender gospel of Christ, and with it in 
their hands, and when Christ tells them so plain, that he came not to de- 
stroy men’s lives, but to sure them, can, notwithstanding, be so darkened, 

. and blinded, as to think they are doing right, and serving God, in such 
acts of cruelty ; but so ithas been. It is sin that blinds the mind, stu- 
pifies the senses, and hardens the heart, even so hard that its tender 
mercies arecruel.* How exactly does the apostle describe them. “ Their 
Jeet are swift to shed blood : Destruction and misery are intheir ways ; sand 
the way of peace have they not known. acs 

* Prov, xii. 10, t Rom. iii, 16, 16,17. | 
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prised followers, their ‘persecut 
was.an object of their detestation ; as 
ll he might: be, if he’ conimanded or countenanced ; 


1 seamed uct as they were ae o 


Benjamin, edee of Tudela, « a city in 
many regions, both in- the east and 
e ‘purpose of ascertaining the 
He pub! ished. an account of, his tr: 
minute relation of whatever was honourable 
ssting to. his: nation. He informs us that the 
in! the east, in the twelfth century, enjoyed 1 the 
able exercise of their religion. Four thousar 
_ his brethren inhabited Bassora, an island on the 
“ Seven thousand resided in ideal near th 
Ninevah. Passing through Rehoboth in h 
Bagdat, he discovered 3000 Jews, and 500 at 
chemish, situate on the banks of the Euphrate 
He arrived at Bagdat during the reign of th 
Mostangen, who highly favoured his nati 
tained a number of Jews in his service. 
_ Bagdat contained about 1000 Jews. — 
Leaving the provinces of Bagdat, our 
sed through Rozen, where he found 5000 of. 
ren, who possessed a spacious synagogue. 
- about five miles from ancient Babylon, he disc 
_ four synagogues, and 10,000 Jews. Passing onward — 
“he arrived at the banks of the river Chebar, where he : 
found sixty synagogues. In Cufa, he discovered neat 
ly 70,000 of his nation. rs 
- He found the Jews numerous in Egypt, and comput- 
wh 30,000 of them in one city, upon the frontiers. 
Ethiopia. There were about 2000 Israelites, and two 
synagogues at Misraim, at present Grand Cairo. Se- 
veral parts of the Jand of Goshen were inhabited by 
Jews. ‘I'wo hundred were found in one place ; and in 


EOF 





























122 °° 

















a five hundred ; and nearly three thousand in. 
y of Goshen. ‘About the s me. number resided ; 
. A xandria, anda few at Damietta. 
At Tyre he found about four hundred of his nation, 
_poamost of whom were. employed: in the glass manufactory. — 
In Jerusalem, the ancient, eapite of the Jewish na 
he found only about two hundred, who. a 
gether, and made but a poor figure 1 mn) 
_. were not numerous in the.other cities 
ef which he found only two, in ang ae 

ined about three hund ed, at Asc alon.l re 

and oe three Jews and Samarii 























a abeBtange a cleuue dala 
hree hundred at Corindmand two hundred at T 


number at Lepanto ‘Patras, aud ise Boi of 
kish empire ; but they were neither numerous 
affluent. When Benjamin arrived at Constantino- 


had been formerly settled. by the emperor 
they were also silk weavers and mer- 
> remnants of the nation, .in the Ottoman : 






f the cities, and were feted and insulted by Turks an 


am Constantinople, he passed into Italy. He. obs 
s that the Jews were few in these parts. When. he 
got to Rome he found them more numerous, among — 
whom were several learned doctors ; there were also.a 
“number in Capua, though the city contained only three — 
hundred Jews. He reckoned five hundred at N aples, 
and two hundred at Salerno, there were a few settled in 
- other places. The islands of Sicily and Corsica con- 
tained a considerable number. 
Our traveller passed from Italy into: ‘Germany, where 
he found his nation not only very numerous and afilu- 
ent, but also learned, devout, and hospitable. to stran- 


— 





? before related. "They hideh lamented the decolatintn a 


; their city and temple, and longed for, and expected a » 
glorious: recall to their once happy country. Those — 








- who ¢ on i banks of pe Rhine, were distressed ou ; 


i ei coe found but few Jews. 
Lune ae in anes ae contained an_ae 
_ intense 
ews were powerful in Spain during ss 3 of the 
he entury. One of lease! named Jose was 









chel; to whom he sacrificed his honour aid intere 
The Jews by being favoured grew extremely insolent, 
(asit appears they always did when favoured,) the court — 
and clergy were offended at the haughtiness — eit 
behaviour. At length, the fury of their enemi 
to such an height, and being displeased with the king’s 
- fondness for the poems Jewess, they caused her to be 
murdered. ae 
‘During the twelfth century, many celebrated Jewish | 
_sabbies appeared, whose abilities and learning did hon- 
our to their nation, and whose writings, it is said fur- . 
nished assistance towards our understanding the Old 
Testament. Also several learned Jewish women wW 
were an honour to their sex. _ ee 
More impostors appeared in this century among the 
ys than _any other, since their disper Res a 












to hold assemblies Seton to law. 
saumber of his followers were put to death. © 
The next year, the Persians were disturbed By? a sNews 
who called himself the messiah, and soon collected a 
12 i 
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ioe 





nidable ar my of his nation. The Persian monare 

a d hima sum of money to disband his soldiers 5 ‘but ‘ 

_ when the stipulated sum was paid, and the promise per 
- formed, the king finding himself out of danger, com> 

“pe Ted the disarmed Jews to pay the money back lee 

~ and caused the impostor to be beheaded. : 
In ee? another impostor appeared i in Spa 












dane : pa a greater aes of this infa uated p 
believed in him, and many wereruined. — 

Ten years after another one appeared, and 

tt at the Jews much affliction. In 1168, a 





oe ae ; but at length he was ad 
u shit before the Arabian as he = he was oe 










rophet trom God: sachs chen asked him wane a mir- 
le he could perform, to confirm his mission ? “ Cut 
off m head,” said he, “ and I willretufn to life again.” 
0 2onarch took him at his word ; promised to be- 
‘in him, if he did as he said. After his death, his 
deluded followers cherished the expectation, that, though 
he did not immediately put his head upon its place, and. 
come to life, he would at length reanimate their hopes 
by his appearing alive, but they were compelled to give 
) their expectations, and were severely fined and Nee 
ished for their blind credulity. 
__. Some time after another Jew called himself the mes- 
1, and drew vast multitudes after him. He founded 
his pretension on his having been a leper, and being — 
wonderfully cured in one night of his leprosy. The 
Jewish doctors convinced. his followers that this suppo- 
sed miracle was not a sufficient evidence of his mission, 
_The populace being ashamed of their credulity, but, as 
they had taken up arms in his defence, a fresh Re racen 
thon was raised against them. 
. Inthe year ge another pretended messiah arose in 
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é  Dershi He seduced sonlGuades of the common peo- 
Be ple, aoe involved his nation 1 in a new and severe perse- 
eution. ie 
- In 1196, a Jew named David Almussor, arose in Mo % 
ravia, Soclio ‘set up forthe messiah, and boasted that 
he possessed the powef of rendering: himself invisibl 
_ whenever he pleased. Vast multitudes were deceived 

i by;his artifices and cunning, and followed him, In or 
i der to prevent the ill consequences of his popularity, the 

king eS him his ey on condition he would sur- 













£ ig was tit to death 1, and a oe fine epee upon - 
the Jews. Z 
In 1199, El. David declared himself to be the me 
ah. He was a native of Almaria, which containe¢ 
about‘one thousand Jews, who paid tribute to the ki 
ef Persia. As David was a man of learning and w 
versed in all the arts of deception, he attracted man. 
followers, and became the most noted impostor thathac 
appeared in this century. After he had deluded t 
populace by his pretended miracles, he prevailed up 
them to arm themselves in his cause. The Persianking — 
alarmed at the rapid progress of the insurgents, ion 
manded the impostor to appear before him, promising 
thatif he would prove himself to be the Messiah, he 
would acknowledge him as a king sent from heaven — __ 
El. David contrary to every ones expectation, obeyed 2 
the summons, and assured the king that he was rea] 
the messiah ; upon which he was order ed to be impri 
oned, till he could prove his mission by extricatin shin By ik 
self by miracle. He had the fortune to esca e; “and; vit 
the king despatched messengers in search of him, but 
he pond not be found. But upon a promise ‘made to 
his father-in-law of ten thousand crowns, if ‘he would 
deliver him up, he did so, andhe was putto death. ‘Ya ast 
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Seas tas 
A person named Fouaiah, pretended that by his 
“Inowledge of the scripture and of the prophets, he had 
became acquainted with the exact time that the Messiah 
would appear ; which he predicted to be just at 
hand. He foretold the very day on which this mighty 
" deliverer was to appear, that should gather together 
- t people, conquer and subdue their enemies, — 
and ‘replace them in their ancient inheritance. The. 
Jews prepared themselves for this event by prayers and _ 
fasting, and at the time appointed entered the synagogu 
cloathed in white. But it all proved to be only an i 
posture, they become ashamed of their conduct ; an¢ 
~ were exposed to the mocks and insultsof their enemies. 
“ It seems strange, (says Ramsey in his Universal 
-History,) that the Jews should have rejected Christ, 
ho gave them so many proofs of his mission, and yet 
; ollowing every impostor, who pretended to be the mes- 
-siah, without offering any sufficient, or even plausible 
ne evidence of it. The reason is plain, Christ the real 
_ Messiah, by not setting upa temporal kingdom, disap- 
"pointed all their worldly views at once ; but the sub- 
~ sequent pretenders to the title of Messiah, , began with — 
< promises of delivering them from their enemies, re- 
eee them their country and their lost liberties.— 
‘These were accordingly, for a time accredited.”? The _ 
Jews have always been a worldly people, Christ’s mis- 
_ sion related to salvation from sin, to the saving of the 
» soul, which the Jews, like many other people, appa-_— 
rently care but little about. 
ve ages astonishing, that rational creatures should be so 
absurd and inconsistent, as to prefer things of a moment, 
“to those “which are eibradl. To those which will make 
them happy here and eternally hereafter, and to ene the 
preference to those things which will do neither. — 
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Patented - CHAPTER XIV. 





of De Toner wm England, in the twelfth, thir en 
venteenth and eighteenth centuries. 





Wakican Rourus highly favoured the J eagiigetno not on- | 
ie permitted, but encouraged them to enter into solemn 
contest and disputes with his bishops, concerning the 
true faith. He sent for some learned christian divines 

nd Jewish Rabbies, and ordered them fairly to dispute 

: The questions of their religion in his presence, assuring 

them he was perfectly indifferent between them, and 

‘that he would embrace that doctrine which appeared to 
be supported by the most solid arguments. According- 
ly there was a public meeting of the chief leaders on 
both sides, in London, where the contest wa maintain-— 
ed with great zeal ; bat. as usual in these cases, witho it 
effect. ‘Back party thought his argument the strongest, 
but it isa credit to them that they carried on their dis 
putes without passion. Wee 

In 1189, when Richard the I. ascended the throne, ; a 
rumour was rapidly spread in Londog, that the king in | 
honour of the festival, had given orders for the massa-_ 
cre of the Jews. A command so agreeable to the 
wicked infuriated rabble, was instantly executed on all 

who fell into their hands. Those who remained at home 
“were exposed to equal danger, the people broke into 

_ their houses, which they plundered, after having mur- 
dered their owners. Where the Jews bar riballbed their 
doors, and defended themselves with vigour, the ra | 
set ae to their houses, and then pillaged all they ¢o Id. 

_ The inhabitants of other cities of England, heari ing of the 
slaughter of this unhappy people in the Metropalis, ‘imita- 
ted the example. Though the government published a 
_ proclamation the day afier the coronstiais in ei to sup- 
press the fury of the populace, but the per ution was 

- continued the greater part of the year. Are there any peo- 
ge so poeksd in this ney in ou coun jn the United 
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supposing that there were as many Jews here,) 
‘ hat they would be guilty of ‘such cruel wicked conduct? 
This afflicted people, suffered a still more severe per- 
ecution when Richard I. engaged in the crusades.— 
hey had furnished him with vast sums towards the 
expedition ; but this did not satisfy the people. They 
 complair ied of the conduct as well as the faith of the 
2 Jews. prejudices of the age had given to: the 
lending of money on interest, the envious name of usu- 
ry ; yet the necessity of the practice had continued it, 
‘and the greater part of this dealing fell every where in 
the hands of the Jews, who filled their pockets by every 
kind of rigour, and sometimes extortion. Their in- 
_ dustry and economy had put them in possession of near- 
ly all the current ready money, for. which the idleness 
and extravagance of English spendthrifis, furnished 
borrowers at an exorbitant interest. 
Those who were preparing for the unholy, called ho- 
ly war, felt vexed that the enemies of Christ should 
_ abound in wealth, while they who supposed themselves. 
_ his peculiar ere and favourites,* should be obliged 
to deprive themselves of necessaries, in order to defray 
the expenses of the crusades. Hence they persuaded 
themselves it would be a meritorious act, to destroy the - 
descendants of those who had crucified Jesus Christ, 
and apply their wealth to this holy, (most. unholy ane 
wicked) enterprise. Though the king, at his departure, 
had left orders that they should not be molested, yet as 
_ soon as he had quitted the kingdom, the fury of the pop- 
_ ulace again broke out. They destroyed many of these 
poor afflicted people at Norwich, Stanford, and some 
other. places, and plundered joan of their property.— | 
The murderers took shipping as soon as possible’ and 
fled to Jerusalem. 








* They were as great enemies to Christ as the Jews were, yea great- 
er, for they professed to believe in him, but by their wicked “works they 
denied him, being a disgrace to Christ and his religion. They were as 
much worse enemies than the Jews, asa hypoctie;.is is worse than one 
Who epenly shows what he is. 





_ where the Jews were great usurers. As they lived in a 


they one day refused] 







A still more hora transaction foals place at 





splendid manner, their opulence excited envy, and in- 
creased the hatred against them. The populace in this 
city assembled, to inflict the same. barbarities upon 
them which the Jews had suffered in London and other — 
places. Upon which the chief persons an is peo- 
ple applied to the governor of York castle, and pre- 
vailed on him to grant them’a place of ‘safety. The 
place appointed was sufficiently strong for their defence ; 
but a suspicion arising among the Jews, that the gover- 
nor had combined with their enemies to destroy them, 
nentrance. _ Anorder was given | 
to attack the castle: this. however was soon revoked ; 
but, as the fury of the populace could not be appeased 
only by murder and robbery, the attack was made.— 
When the Jews found that they could not hold out any 
longer, and their offers,to purchase their lives with mon-_ 











_ey were rejected, they took the horrid resolution, (as 


we have read the Jews had often done before,) of de- 


_ stroying themselves. - One of the mest desperate among 


ox 


them exclaimed in despair, that, ‘it was better to die 
courageously for the law, than to fall into the hands of — 
christians.” (If he had a devils, it would have been — 
much more proper, than to call them christians.*), Ac- 
cordingly, after setting fire to the towers of the castle, 


and destroying their wives and children, they destroyed . 


their own lives. _ Five hundred perished at this time.— 


_A few, who surrendered, in hopes of mercy, were mur- 


dered by the ungodly wicked populace. 

Immediately after this dreadful work, those who © 
were indebted to the Jews went to the cathedral, where 
the bonds they had given were deposited. After com- 
pelling the officer, who had them in keeping, to eliver 
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* The majority of the Jews knowing no better,but that thelr: persecu- 


tors were christians, they had little reason to pélieve i in Christ, he was 


rather an object of their detestation. But the knowing among them 
acknowledge that the doctrine and precepts of Christ countenances no | 
such conduct, but teaches directly the reverse. : 








a them ip, the debtors cleared themselves from all obli- 


"gations to pay, by burning the bonds before they left 


the house. (What injustice and wickedness!!) They 
also entered and plundered the houses which belonged 


to the Jews. The king, incensed at this sult to his 
ordered the bishop of Ely, at that time chief 
ie realm, to make severe examples of the 
ut before he could get into Yorkshire, the 
principal offenders had fled. The late cruel events be- 
ing imputed to the ungodly fury of the multitude, the 
bishop only deprived the high sheriff and governor of 
their offices, and levying fines upon the most opulent 
of the inhabitants, for not doing more than they did to 
hinder the proceedings of the populace. - 
The crue] persecutions which the Jews suffered during 
the reign of Richard, had caused many of the wealthi- 






est among them to leave the kingdom. The revenue 


was so much reduced thereby, that John, upon his ta- 
king the throne, used various means to induce them to 
return. Upon receiving a large sum of money, he 


_granted them a charter, which confirmed all their an- 
cient privileges, and allowed them to hold lands, to 
build synagogues, and have a high priest. Many of 


this oppressed people returned, and were more cruelly . 
persecuted than ever. The exorbitant usury, united 


_ with the religious prejudices of the age, had rendered 


them so odious to the people, that they were continualla 
demanding their expulsion, or rather extermination. 
But the English kings found a more advantageous way 
of punishing them, by means of imposing heavy fines _ 


on them.» 


‘The Jews soon found that their usurious modes of 
raising money would be tolerated, on condition of their 
paying the fines imposed by the king for their exter- 
tions. This compelled them to rise in their demands 
‘upon those who applied to them for the coin of money. 
An this manner, a system of usurious oppression was at 
the same time prohibited by law, and sanctioned by 
the practice of the sovereigns, who used the Jews as 
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les sAsteuimonts ase fleece the people, in Saeed 

their own coffers. : 
King John, regardlesss. of the privicgial which the 

Jews had purchased from him in the beginning of his 
reign, ordered: the whole of them, women as well as _ 
men, to be imprisoned and tormented, until they should ce 
pay him the sum of 6600 marks. The ransom re- 
quired from a wealthy Jew of Bitola 10,000 
marks of silver; and on his refusing to pay t unjust 
and. ruinous fine, the wicked king ident one of his 
teeth to be drawn every. day, until payment was made, 
To this the poor man submitted seven days; but on the 
eighth, agreed to pay the sum demanded. It is as- 
serted by some ° historians, that the king, not. satisfied 
with the vast sums extorted from this afflicted people, 

at last confiscated all their property, and banished 
them the kingdom; but they were soon permitted’ to - 
return. 

Henry the IIL. in 1233, founded a seminary, in which | 
_ those who would renounce Judaism, and embrace the 
christian religion, might be supported’ without labour 
orusury. ‘This induced many of them to profess chris- 
tianity ; but he might have known it was only pretend~ 
ed. This house continued until after their expla. 
from England. 

In 1235, the Jews of N orwich were accused of Hage 

ing stolen a christian child, and kept hima year, that 

_ they might circumcise, and crucify him at their next 

_ passover; under this unlikely charge, they suffered a 

severe persecution. In London they were also ac- 

cused of murders and other atrecious crimes, and after __ 
enduring various vexations and torments, they were — 
obliged to pay one third of their wealth. Even this 
did not satisfy the insatiable king, who soon after re- 
newed his extortions. They were accused of coining 
false money, and counterfeiting the king’s seal ; and 
under these prea were g tonteg with enormous tax- 
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Tn 1241, twenty thousand marks were extorted 
- from them. Two years afterwards, a Jew, named _ 
ae of York, was compelled to pay four gold, and 
\ four thousand of silver marks. In seven years, the 
same man was accused of forgery, and unjustly con- 
_demned to pay four thousand marks of gold, and four- 
‘teen, thousand of silver. The h th penalty imposed 
upon him, which it seems he was thought able to pay, 
is rather a proof of his innocence than of ‘his guilt. 
No doubt but that he was innocent ; but it appears as 
if they thought injustice towards a Jew was no crime, 
New supplies were demanded from them for carrying 
on the Spanish war in 1254, Irritated to the bighest 
degree by this oppression, they requested permission to 
depart from England, for some more friendly country s 
“but this, by the cruel, unjust wretches, was refused ; 
and they were compelled to pay what was demanded, 
The next year, the king renewed these extortions. “He 
said that notwithstanding the taxes he had raised, he 
still continued poor, and in debt; and declared, that . 
* he must have money from any hand, from any quar- 
ter, or by any means.” | He then demanded eight thou~ 
sand marks from the Jews ; and upon their pleading 
insolvency, sold them to his brother Richard for that 
sum, who, in all probability, would have compelled 
them to refund it, had he not. been convinced of their 
teal poverty and distress. . 
_ The hatred of the people against the Hebrew nation, 
had, during the reign of Henry, arrived to such a 
height, that when the barons appeared in arms against 
the king, they endeavoured to gain the citizens of 
London to their interest, by massacreing seven hundred 
of this poor afflicted people. 




















* I think no people under heayen were ever used worse, or hardly 
could be, than the poor Jews have been by the professed christians. 
It. appears probable that most, if not all, of the accusations made 

against them, was only to atford a plausible pretext for extorting their 
money fromthem. Never was any thing more true than what Moses 
said should befal them—“ that they should be only oppressed and’ spoiled 
evermare, SS ; 
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Iv the third year of the reign of Edward, a law” 
was passed, which forbid the usury of the Jews, but al- 
lowed them to purchase houses and. lands. No chris-” 

. was permitted to lodge in their dwellings; and 
every Jew, above seven years of age, was obliged to 
wear a peculiar mark, of two pieces of cables joined 
upon his upper garment. ; ae 

- King Edward forbade their selling, or assigning their 
debts, without bis license.’ He ordered all their reposi- 
tories, throughout the kingdom, to be searched; and ~ 
to establish an inquisition, to take cognizance of those 
who neglected to wear the distinguished badges as — 
above mentioned. ‘The oppression and misery under 
which they continually groaned, appears to have ren- 
dered them regardless of their character ; and the fre- 
quent unjust extortions of such vast sums from them, — 
seems to have made them imagine every method justifia- 
ble,by which they couldindemnify themselves. They were 
accused of adulterating the coin, circulating gounter- 
feit money, and making fraudulent exchanges. “In con- 
sequence of their supposed guilt, and the outcry raised 
against them, all the Jews in England were imprisoned 
in one day, and two hundred and eighty executed in- 
London, besides vast numbers in different parts of the — 
kingdom. Their houses and lands, as well as the 

oods of multitudes were confiscated and sold. Lest it 
should be suspected that the property of the sufferers 
were the chief part of their guilt, ordéred a moiety, or 
little of their money raised by these confiscations to be 
reserved, to be bestowed upon such as were willing to 
be converted to (their) christianity ; but they felt too 
much resentment to be tempted by their poverty 5 there- | 
fore very few could be induced by interest to embrace 
the religion of their persecutors. ee 

‘About this time, A. D. 1290, king Edward, prompted 
by his wicked zeal, ordered the Jews to be banished 

from the kingdom, and never to return, upon pain of 
death. He seized at once their whole property, and 
allowed them only money sufficient to bear ‘their ex- 
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~penses into foreign countries, where new persecutions = 
and extortions awaited them;* but the seamen of the — 

cinque ports, ( i. e. 

England,) took 
lowed them, and 
into the sea. (It appears as if the 
‘of the poor Jews, than of cats an 
credit of the king he inflicted a capi 
on the perpetrators of this crime. The number of those 

who were expelled, amounted to sixteen thousand, five 
hundred and eleven. Edward had previously banished 
them from his territories in France. After this expul- 
sion, the Jews never appeared again in a body in Eng- 
land, for the space of three hundred and fifty years. — 
_ At the close of that period, or about the middle of 
: eenth century, the English government was 
republic. The advantages that Holland 
had derived from tolerating the Jews, induced Oliver 
Cromwell to attempt to restore their industry and wealth 
to Great Britain. They obtained permission to send a 
public envoy to England, with proposals for their ad- 
mission into the kingdom. The celebrated Menasses 
Ben Israel was chosen to conduct the negotiation. | 

This venerable Rabbi, after his arrival in England, 
presented an address to Cromwell, acknowledging his — 
authority, and soliciting his protection. “For our 
people,” ‘said he, “ presage, that the monarchial gov-= 
ernment being now changed into that of a common- 
wealth, the ancient hatred towards the Jews will be 
converted into good will; and that the rigorous laws, 
if any are yet extant, made against an innocent people, 
will happily’ be repealed.” He also printed and dis- 
persed a declaration to the commonwealth, and a trea- 
tise containing several arguments for toleration, E 









tal punishment up- 















* If they had have come to America, the Indians would have treated 
them with kindness, and set the professed christians an example. It is 
eertain they would not have used them the worse for being Jews: But 


unfortunately for the poor Jews, there was ho asylum here—America 
was not yet discovered. Bt : 
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Mo was seas to recall the Jews ; 5 but, be- 
ing apprised of the unpopularity of the measure, and 
desirous of procuring the favour of the clergy, he sum- 
-moned a convention of divines, a d other influential 
“men, to debate w whether it would be adviseable to re- — 
é Jews to settle in the kingdom. — He declared 
to the assembly, that sin there was a | promise of ihe 

conversion of this people, and the gospel in its primi- 
tive purity was preached, as he thought, in Engla 
their recall ripight be a mean to induce them to embra 
Christianity.” The celebrated Dr. Goodwin, ; 
_ few other good clergymen, exerted all their elo. 
in favour of re-admitting the all 
equal privileges with other sects. But the r 
the bigoted clergy. strenuously oppo 




















others to their religion ; 3 that their customs and’ pier 
tices would set an evil example ; and that their pos-_ 
sessing synagogues was not only an evil in itself, but a 
scandal to all christian churches.” The intolerant and 
absurd sentiments advanced in this assembly, discour- 
aged the protector from proceeding, but intimated to ~ 
Menasses that his brethren the Jews, might return in- 
dividually,. and he would do all he could to protect — 
them, or to see that they should not be injured, there- 
fore some of them ventured to come to England. 

They were permitted to reside in the kingdom, and 
exercise their religion ; but no act of the British legis- 
lature passed, nor was any proclamation made in their 
favour, though they were ready~to advance large. sums 
- for admission and an establishment. It is even said, 
that they offered to prove Crbmwell to be the Messiah, 
but that he was ashamed of/the proposal, and rejected 
it with contempt. é 

About the same time, a ‘deputation of Asiatic Jews 
arrived, with the celebrated rabbi Jacob Benazabel at 
their head. It is asserted, that it was their object i in 
order to ascertain whether Cibacell was not their ex- 
pected Messiah ; and that sag) enquired among his re- 
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was born ; ; and whether any of: $icjan 






-cestors. am e male line, ‘could 1 not be proved to be of 
Jewish or gin. - These eneuiae and the real motives 
of their coming to England, soon oe at. Lon- 
don; and, on account. Rae the scandal ; ; 
slo med, they were expelled the kingdom. aes 
~ Soon after, another nitation, with Mena 
Israel again at their head, ; arrived i in England. But 
still Cromwell did not dare to give them a.license to 
settle int the kingdom, he only connived at their admit- 
° and them a toleration. 





















hs the eye of the } a 
wish prosel vig was patronised, and a 


published by ‘him, and sanctio ied. by Dr. ‘Wilkins, 
archbishop of Canterbury. This convert, named Mo- 
ses Marcus, was descended from a reputable family 
in the city of Hamburg, and born in London in 1701. 
His parents, who resided there, had him well instruct- 
ed in Hebrew, Chaldaic, and Rabbinical learning. 
Being sent to Hamburg to complete his education, he 
formed an acquaintance with several German -_protest- 


ieee 


ant clergymen, with whom he conversed upon the dif. _ 


ference between the Jewish and christian faith. And on~ 


reading the New-Testament, ang other books in support 
of the christian religion, he became convinced that Je- 
sus Christ_is te ue Messiah. In 1721, his father 
who had made a voyage to India, remned very rich, 
and sent for his son from amburg. Marcus soon in- 
formed his father of the ; rhange that had taken place 
in his mind respecting religi gion. His father threatened 
to disinherit him if -he embraced christianity. But on 
condition he did not, he made him the most alluring 
and magnificent offers. But all his threatenings, and 


*Talmud, is a book’ in seven folio volumes, containing the Jewish 


4aw, and ceremonies, aud explanations thereof, compiled: by their Rab- 


ing, and held in’ great estimation among’ the Jews. 








promises: where inefieetual le was baptized i in 1793, 
and soon after published a work, which explained his 
motives for embracing the christ ' religion ; pointed — 
out the fulfilment of the prophecies ones ‘Christ, 
and expos: | the absu diti Y 
Falmudig gi Tae ane — iil ac AE LS 
In 1753, during the reign 0 eorge are a bill was 
brought jnto parliament. for naturalizing all persons pro- 


















fessing the Jewish religion, who had resided in Britain’ iis 


: ae favour was to be cn 





or begs three see Ss. 


chin and mannfacturers. - oe 
The British ministry favoured the pill, and Srnica. 
that by admitting the Jews to partake of the civil rights — 
of British Mibiects, they would become attached to tbe. 
English constitution and country, and thereby lessen 
the public burden ; that, as a great portion of the funds 
belonged to foreign Jews, it was wise to induce them to 
follow their property, and spend their money in the 
kingdom ; that connected as they were with the great 
bankers, and monied interest in Europe, their residence — 
in the country would, in case of future wars, give the 
inhabitants a great command of capital. They supposed | 
that by passing the act, would. encourage the rich of — 
the Jewish nation to come from foreign parts to Great 
Britain ; increase the commerce and credit of the king- 
dom ; and set a laudable example of industry, via i 
rance, and frugality. et 
But those who opposed the passing of the bill, argu- 
ed, that if they were admitted to the rank of citizens, they 
would monopolize the whole commerce of the kingdom, 
gain possession of the landed estates ; and dispossess the 
christian owners. They also argued that it was impi- 
ous to gather a people whose dispersion was. foretold 
in the sacred scriptures, and who, according to the 
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ce of the Sin of Lo on, presented oo“ 
to ae which expr 








Bieiction religion, and endanger r the con- 
M other petition to the same purpose was 
use, subscribed by the merchants and 
~ But notwithstanding the general 
ill passed both | ouses, and king Geor re 
TI. gave it the royal assent. This act soon become an 
| object of national horror and execration. Every part 
- of the kingdom resounded with reproaches of the minis= 
“try who nad recommended such an odious measure. It 
pmmany of the clergy from their 
, and by the ignorant popu- 
i pee ae. of whichis a the next session of : 










- pulpits, by Ne caree fa 
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This measure wae Pecnsdbred as ‘one of the necessary 





alta of ignorance and prejudice. 
‘Since this attempt in favour of the Jews was detainee: 
> their legal condition in England is not altered; but 


ices which wisdom is compelled to offer on the 





they are no longer the object of that contempt ant of 


« those debasing imjuries:to which they had formerly 
been subject. They are indulged in the free exercise 
of their religious worship, and admitted to an equal 
. right with other citizens to the secure enjoyment of 
their property. Though their religion keeps them 
from taking the test oaths, and froi public offices, they 


appear to be contented with the pe eR now 
enjoy. 











Of the state of the Jews in Fr 


following centuries. — 






i g all kind 


Write the Jews in England were e lt 
| in France 


ef hardships and oppression, their breth 
were subjected to similar sufferings. In about 
year 1182, king Philip banished them from his domin- 
ions, and confiscated their estates. ‘They were permit-— 
ted to retain only what could be collected from the 
forced sales of their furniture. The king ordered them 
soon after to be recalled, at which many were offended ; — 
but the king excused himself, by alleging that it was 
for the purpose of extorting money from them, and — 
making the taxes lighter on wn subjects. oe 
Louis [X., surnamed the Saint, in the beginning of © 
his reign, called a council at Melun, in which a law 


was enacted expressly forbid ing all his subjects from 








borrowing money of the Jews, and several oppressive 
Jaws were made against chem. — He even ordered the _ 
Jews to be severely fined, if they neglected to wear a 
distinguished and « iseraceful badge on their garments, — 
“gs something liké two pieces of cable heretofore men- — 
tioned, and forbid them having any intercourse with the 
christians. 1 suppose this they little regarded, any fur- _ 
ther than it affected their interest. During his reign, 
when a Jew appeared in evidence against a christian, 
he was compelled to swear by the ten names 
and his oath was accompanied with many imprecations 
on his own head, if he deviated from the truth: The 
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alles onsensical im ion the. poor Jews = 
pelled to answer three times, “ so be it.” = 
he most signal. calamity the Jews suffered. during 
Louis, was a persecution raised against 
— them by th risians, on account, as was pretended, 
of their sacri icing some christian children on. Good 
Friday, and using their blood at the solemnity of the 
passover. - For this imputed, but most unlikely act of 
murder and impiety, they were ‘cruelly slaughtered in 
the metropolis. The persecution was also extended ta 
Brie, Lorraine, Ajou, Poitou, and Maine, in which 
places upwards of two thousand five hundred Jews who 
aa to embrace | ; 













S acact was , passed it in 1239, which decluea ‘that ail 
the Jews should be forever banished. from Brittany.— 
oes this law all their debtors were exonerated ; their ef 





led a Jew, were ibidien to be disturbed. The ee 


> of France was requested. to expel the hated race, . 
id confiscate their property. 
In 1290, Edward, king of Fnelond, heed this 
"people fare Gascony, and his other domingons in 
France, The example of the English monareh was | 

followed by Philip, the Fair, who published an edict 
in 1300, by which all the Jews who refused to profess 

chri istianity, were expelled the kingdom, never to return 
upon. pain of death. These afilicted people were sac- — 
aificed to the king’s extreme avarice; for he seized upon 
all their wealth, and only allowed them meaty to a 
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found, and all rs of the poor ho had little to s 
port themselves, and they became numerous and pow 
ful. They made themselves “nace 

and committed the vilest outrages, parti 
the Jews; for they appear to be always 
sufferers, let what will happen. They had their choice 
either to suffer death, or be baptized. ‘They collected 
their most valuable effects, and fled before this tumultu- 
ous rabble. A considerable number of them took — 
refuge in the royal castle of Verdun, near Toulouse, — 
and were there besieged by the shepherds. They de- 
fended themselves with vigour and desperation; but — 
ae nee were ehh to ‘be. ze come, they cHeea 










to me ee sid | expe leg to satiate “ele 
the slaughter of the oe The Jews p 
there was no means of escape, and to avoid falling in into 
the hands of their enemies, requested a young man of — 
great strength, one of their brethren, to put them all to 
death. This is astonishing; but the more so, that he a 
should do as they requested. After he had killed five 
hundred, he presented himself to the besiegers, with | a 
few children whose lives he had spared, and to save his 
own life, he requested to be baptized. His request was 
refused, and he was put to death. After some time 
there was an end to the gang called shepherds, and 
a great number were apprehended and executed. 
Ten years after, the Jews were involved in  angtliet : 








u em from his dominions. _ 
- During the reign of Charles VI. the Jews having 
had liberty to return into the kingdom, they were accus- 
ed of murdering a new convert to christianity ; and 
of other crimes, for which some were executed, and 
ethers scourged, and fines levied upon the synagogues. 
These severities induced many to assume the mask of 
christianity. The people, however, in 1380, insisted 
_ upon their expulsion, and assembled, at the instigation of 
~ acertain nobleman who had borrowed large sums from 
this persecuted people; they entered into their houses 
and destroyed the bonds, and other securities for mon- 
ey lent. Ina single street, thirty houses were pillaged; 
and all the furniture, cloathes, plate, and jewels, became 
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he prey of the populace. The Jews endeavoured to 
preserve their lives by flight ; but most of them were 
intercepted, and massacred. The women in despair 
attempted to follow their husbands, with their children 
in their arms ; but the mob forced their children from 
' them, and carried them to be baptized. ‘ 
The government was too weak to punish the trans- 
gressors. The Jews, however, that survived, were te- 
established in their habitations ; and an order was issu- _ 
ed by the council, for every one to restore, under pain of — 
death, whatever he had taken from them ; but the or- — 
der was treated with contempt, and neglected. - 
These miserable objects of oppression after. being 
robbed of their property, were exposed to prosecutions 
from those who had left pledges and property into their 
hands ; but an ordinance was passed to exempt them 








vince in. auhieh they were the most nume’ ous they” 
had there fifty-two synagogues. Since the French rev- 
olution, the number of them in that city is computed 
Frauce con- 
tain a small number of them ; but in Paris they are 
-more fumerous, than ¢ any other part of the ki gdom. 
sé Respec ting the repeated accusations,” s 
oe TEE, a brought BS oe the Jews, y 
























og observed, that these were 
the oppressions and cruelties ffered.. ‘The me 


_ tions of their sacrificing christian hildren 
a jan historians : but even gra 
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_some ealatics to commit these excesses, 

pot. to consider the whole nation as culpable 

poisoning fountains forms an accusation much 
absurd. ‘To induce people to commit crimes, they 
must be actuated by some motives, and the hopes of 
success ; ‘but what could the Jews expect to gain, in pois- a 
oning springs from which they themselves daily drew 
water ? It is not creditable that the Jews who were so 
much interested in living upon good term swith other 
‘nations, should attempt crimes, the perpetration of which 

- would be followed by severe correction. ‘On ‘the other 

‘ hand, it Hae’ to be remembered, ie the cruelty of 
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i professed christians to the Jew 
_ no disparagement to religion 
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entut es, the histo- 
generally peaceable 
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ublick contempt was — 


) This had 
2. bad effect, so far as to cause them to be the more in- 
_ sulted. However, the progress of knowledge has di- 
_ minished the prejudices against them. Persecution 
has always in a great measure been caused by igno- 
rance. Noman of information will persecute his fel- 
low creature, for his faith, opinions or sentiments, 
About thi = 1 ie, a_toa ex: _publichod o worl: 3 
vindication of his bret ren, and refuted the calumnies 
-at different times charged against them, 
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OF the Jews in the East, the Turkish dominions, Arabia, 
China, India, and other countries of Asia, from the ee 
thirteenth to the nineteenth century. ae 


PALESTINE was greatly depopulated by the wars 

which raged between the christians and Saracens. The 
_ Jews, however, had still a few synagogues and learned 
Rabbies in their native country. 

The Jews near Babylon, and other parts of the 
east, suffered greatly from the invasion of the Tartars 
in 1291: but at length they enjoyed an interval of 
tranquillity under John Argun, by means of a Jewish 
physician, whom that prince raised to the office of his, 
chief minister. After the death of Argun, the Jewish 
prime minister, being hated by the Mahometans and. 









mpor ely é ; ning ar d learned 
men, ues ared. They had scar oe recov- 
ered from the: f 
new calamities. the Somarerestcee of. her reign o 
Shah Abbas, the kingdom of Persia was greatly der 
ulated. This monarch was hence induced to confer 
important privileges on all strangers who would settle 
in the kingdom. Multitudes, particularly Jews, repair- 

ed from various places. oe 

Under Shah Abbas II. in 1666, a | great council was 

convened, on the subject of the Jews ; in which it ‘was — 
wickedly resolved, that this wretched people should be. 
extermine ted without: delay. Accordingly, an order was 
issued to the Persians and strangers, to massacre the 
Jews without distinction of age, sex or condition. Those 
only were excepted who embraced the Mahometan re- 
digion. This persecution - commenced at Ispahan_ the | 
capital of the kin gdom, and extended with equal sey 
ty, to the several provinces inhabited by wealthy Jews. 
For three years they were pursued with fury, and mur- 
dered without intermission or pity. A few found means 
to escape into the Turkish dominions ; others in India: — 
and many preserved their lives by renouncing their re- 
ligion. It was at length observed that the pretended — 
converts secretly practised the Jewish rites ; and the. 
wicked king, finding that compulsory measures failed 
to effect a change in their minds, (it requires but little 
sense to know, that it has the direct contrary eflect,) 
permitted them to retain their former religious princi- 
ples. They were obliged annually to paya large sum 
of money to the king, and to wear a disgraceful | poe 
of distinction. 5 
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% gans, professed Christians, a 






















A ites proportio h 
_. Jews, who possessed 3 a Seyi 
~ religion without imterrupt 
hated and despised by th ; 

The Jews sinc dispersion, have never been nu-_ 
peur have. seen bee n- 






» cient and beloved ¢ 





a frequently visited by Jewish as well as eiGiatein 
devotees ; but few have fixed their abodes in a province 
where they found it difficult to acquire wealth, or even 
fortable living.: ; 
ee bs he preceding part of this work, we have seen the 
~ Jews during sixteen centuries, obstinately rejecting the 
true Messiah, and frequently duped by impostors, who 
assumed this character, ‘This infatuation continued. 
unabated, after, repeated disappointments, had often 
been the ‘catise of terrible calamities. 

The Jewish nation entertained strong expectations, 
that some wonderful event would take place durmg the 
year 1666; and false reports were eagerly circulated. 
It was said that great multitudes marched from unknown 
ge parts to the remote deserts. ef Arabia, and they were 

supposed to be the ten tr ibes’ of Israel, who had been 

_ dispersed for many ages. These accounts excited the — 

enthusiasm of a credulous people, and. prepared their 

. minds to receive an impostor. 

Then it was that Sabatai Sevi proclaimed himself. the 

Mecich, and deliverer of Israel, to whom he promised 

a glorious kingdom, of prosperity and peace. He 
was born at Aleppo; he was very bookish, and made 
great proficiency im the Hebrew learning, — He preach- 
ed in the streets and fields, and gained a great number 
of disciples and followers, by whom he was much ad- 
mired. He studied the prophecies abundantly in order 
to apply them to himself. The Jews now attended 
to but little business, discoursed of nothing but their 
return, and firmly believed Sabatai to be the Messiah, 


and that which he promised the cee a frunly, be- 
lieved. 
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wie ae we of his: acquaintance : at Aleppo, he asked | 
nought of Sabatai. ‘The Jew replied, that | C: 


: prove an impostor, he would t 
He pretended to. perform ie and ‘to do: many. 








'son, He in Turkey, me 





him to be the Messiah, and that if he should 
yen turn Christian, 








wonderful things. a a 


~ Some of ities intelligent Jews did not believe i in him, 
and summoned him to appear before the sy 

and condemned him to death. But as they could not 
prevail upon any to execute the sentence, they gcontent- 








ed themselves with banishing the impostor. 


He passed over to Salonichi ;. but, beings elled 


thence, as well as from several Greek towns, he went 
to Alexandria, where he acquired great celebrity. Af 
ter travelling into Morea and ‘Tripoli, he arrived at Ga- 
za, where he preached repentance and faith in himself, 


rogues, 


ey 
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so effectually, that the Jews gave up their business, and 


applied themselves to devotion... 


~He in his writings, styled himself the only and first — 


‘born son of God, the Saviour. Many of his followers ei: 
fell into strange eestacies, four hundred men and women — 
prophecied of his’ growing kingdom, and young chil- ee 


‘dren that could but just speak, would almost | pu 


ally ery Sabatai Messias, and son.of God. - cE 
for a time acted as if possessed with some supe 
spirit, voices were said to issue from their bowel 







fell into trances, foamed at their mouth, recounting their — 
future prosperity, their visions of the! glory of Jerusa~ 


dem, of Judeaand Sabatai. | Whereas the Jews in their 
synagogue, had prayed for the Grand Seignior, he or- 


‘dered those prayers to be foreborn for the future, think- 


ing it not proper to pray for him who was shortly to. be 
his ‘captive. He elected princes to govern the Jews in 


justice, whenthey shouldbe possessed of it. The people 


were now pressing to see some miracle to confirm their 


faith, and to convince the gentiles. Here the i impostor 


was pata but the credulous people eepebas the des 
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“their march towards the Holy Land, and to administer 





fect. When Sabatai was before the Cadi, or magistrate, 
some affirmed that between him and the Cadi, they saw 
a pillar of fire, and after some had affirmed it, some oth- 
ers were ready to swear to it, and did so. He that did 
not now believe Sabatai to be the Messiah, was consid- 
ered as an enemy to the welfare of the Jews, and spurn- ty 
ed as an excommunicated. person. ‘ee 
~ Sabatai left Smyrna, for, Constantinople, where he 
expected to gain numerous proselytes, but the Jews in 
this city had previously received ‘letters from twenty- 
five Rabbi’s who had excommunicated him. ..This in- 
duced Sabatai Sevi, (or as some ca]] him Zabathai Tre- 
-vi,) to return to Smyrna where he received four ambas- 
sadors, sent by his precursor, to acknowledge him asthe 
Messiah. This embassy increased the number of his 
disciples, and even imposed upon part of the learned 
Rabbi. The multitude deceived by his apparent humil- 
ity, and more especially by his pat!etic sermons, ac- 
knowledged him ‘or their Messiah and King, and brought 
him rich presents to support his dignity. | Previous to 
this he had chosen one Nathan Levi, a Jew of great re- 
putation in Gaza, as a precursor, or as one to go before 
him, clear the way and to aid and assist. Levi was em- 
ployed in persuading his nation in different parts, that 
Sevi was their long expected deliverer, who was about 
to destroy the Ottoman or Turkish empire. He asser- 
ted that after being concealed nine months, this mighty 
» conqueror would appear in glory, mounted upon a ce- 
~ lestial lion, and that a superb temple would descend ~ 
from heaven, in which sacrifices were continually to be 
offered. While Levi was at Damascus, he wrote to 
‘Sebi, and thus began his letter. “To the king our 
kings, lord. of lords, who redeems our captivity, the 
man elevated to the height of sublimity, the Messiah’s — 
of the God of Jacob, the true Messiah, the celestial li- 
on Sabatai Sevi. At this period, the Jews in all the 
- Turkish dominions, entertained great expectations of 
glorious times. They were devout and penitent; pray- 
ed, fasted, and inflicted severe pemances on themselves. 





meee tee 
Business: was fnbblected! superfluities was Sota: and the 
poor abundantly provided for ; this has some. appear- 
-ance of being like preparatory to their restoration, for 
_devoutuess, penitence or repentance, prayer, and kind- ~ 
ness to the poor is all very good, and is that which must — 
a be done, when the right time does come. For a resto- 
~ ration without es righteous and holy people, would 
answer but little purpose, for they could not be a hap- 
py people, and they may as well remain where they are, 
for if they were restored and still a wicked people, they 
would be subject to the same, or similar afllictions as 
before, the natural and unavoidable _ consequent ces of 
sin and wickedness. For it is only ri ehtecusness, that 
exalteth a nation, and it is only that By which it can 
continue so. 

The Jewish doctors at Smyrna, convened again to 
consult concerning this one whom they Gilded to be 
an impostor, as hé daily become more important. 

The wise among them not finding the character of the 
Messiah. in Sebi, condemned him to death. But the 
impostor’s party, being far the most numerous, he caus- — 

-edthem to assemble in the great synagogue in that city 5 
celebrated a new feast; repeatedly pronounced the 
name of Jehovah ; 3 and altered oe Jewish, itars py Hi 





sentence ae death, cee is he Rabbi's S “di ae 
intimidate him, Begalise he was convinced none would / 
presume to execute it. He repaired to the Cadi, whom 
his friend had gained, and put himself under his protee- 
tion, Thenext step taken by the impostor, was to cause 
a throne to be raised for himselfand queen, from which | 
he preached to his subjects, and immense numbers at- 
tended to hear him. He composed new articles of faith, 
“which was received as coming from the hands of their 
Messiah. Some there were who opposed, but “gh soon 








thes lives. Many who had been anbelignatlen P’ 
fessed to’ believe i in him, and the number 2 his disciples 
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rapidly increased. -'They construed many of the: peak 
ecies of the Old Testament, to be applicable to this Mes- 
siah, and that he was really. the one pointed out by the 
prophets, to restore Israel. He styled himself, ‘‘ King 
of the kings of Israel!” andJoseph, his brother, “King 
of the kings of Judea.” At length he deelared he was 
called to. visit Constantinople, where he had a great. 
-work to perform; and ace ordingly in January, 1666, 
he embarked in a small vessel for that city. While ma- 
ny of his diseyples followed him by land. ‘The Sultan 
being informed of his avrival, sent orders to-< apprehend 
and confine him in prison. This event instead of dis- _ 
couraping, strengthened the faith of the Jews; for they 
recollected. that Levi had predicted, that the Messiah 
was to be concealed nine months. They maintained 
that the Sultan had not power to take his life. Upon 
his examination, he asserted, that his nation had com- 
pelled him to assume the title of king. This answer in- 
duced the Sultan to treat him with kindness, and permit 
the Jews to visit him iu prison. These Jews in Con- 
stantinople were as infatuated as their brethren in Smyr- 
na. T} Bey canted tr BE and refused to pay | their debts. 
» not ‘mowing. how t : 







made their ee he to him against Ec A: ‘Up- - 
on which he wrote to them as follows. 


: “peace tot end. Wherens we are nimed that you 
are indebted to several of the English nation, it seem- 
eth right unto us, to order you to make satisfaction for 
your just debts, which if you refuse to do, be it known, 
that you are not to enter with us into our joys and do- | 
minions.” It is said that there is something good in — 
every man, this was good in Sabatai, and the only good 
act that we read of his doing. : 3 

. Sebi remained a. prisoner in Constantinople, for ‘the 
time of two months: The grand Vizier, designing to 
go to ae; thought it not safe to leave tase in the. cis . 


® 








'o pape of the Ration of the Jews, who expect ibe * 
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iy during the Sultan’s absence, and his own; he there- 
fore, Youur him to the Dardanelli, which Becestened 
the Jews to conclude that the Turks. could not take his 
life ;. and which they supposed to be a new miracle. 

_ The Jews flocked in great numbers to the castle, where 
he was a prisoner, not only those that were near, but 

“from Poland, Germany, Leghorn, Venice, and several 
other places; and they received Sabatai’s blessing and 
promises of great and glorious days. The Turks were 
pleased with so many people coming. ‘They raised 
the price of provisions and lodgings, and put their price’ 
onthose who wished to see Sabatai, for their admittance. 
Many of the Jews brought him rich presents, and Saba- 
tai fared well. 

Fis wedpmninied te Tews to’ celebrate his birth day 
with feasting, illumination and music. He despatched 
ambassadors to various places to proclaim him the 
‘Messiah, and publish the miracles, which he pretended 
to have performed, and letters written by the Jews eve- 
ry where, were filled with the wonderful works of Sa- 
batai Sevi, to give a few: only asa specimen of the 
many. It was reported that when the Grand Seignior 
sent to take him, he caused those who were sent, to fall 

_ dead by aword of his mouth, and by request | he bro 
them to life again; andthat though the ; prison 
Sabatai lay, was barred and fastened. with str 
locks, yet he was seen to walk through the streets, and | 
many with him, and the shackles which were upon his 
neck and feet were turned into gold, and the wonders and 
fame of Sabatai was spread eyery where. In the syna- 
gogues of the Jews, they had S.S8. inlarge letters of gold. — 
They applied the same titles and prophecies to him, 
which the christians apply to Jesus Christ. Sabatai 
was now on principle of honour and fame, almost as. 
high as it was possible for any man to get. But every | 
thing i inthis world, however highly exalted, splendid 

- and great, not founded on truth, will sooner or later fall. 

Iti is 5 andy truth that abideth and endureth forever. 
*14 
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Sabatai had some enemies, who represented him to 
the Grand Seignior, (Turkish emperor,) that he was 
a lewd, and dangerous person to the government, and 
that it was necessary to take care of him. The erand 
seignior, being informed of this, sends for Sabatai to 
appear before him, and of him requires a miracle, and 
chooses one bimcel which was, that Sabatai should 
be stripped naked, ond set as a mark for his archers to 
shoot at; and if the arrows did not pierce his flesh, he 
would own him to be the Messiah. 

Sabatai hadnot faith enough to bear up under so great 


atrial. The grand seignior Jet him know that his trea-. 


son and other erimes could only be expiated by his 
embracing the Mahometan religion, and that if he re- 
fused, the stake was prepared “ready to impale him, 
(whieh of all deaths is the most cruel.*) Sabatai re- 
plied, that he had long earnestly desired to own him- 
self a convert to the true faith; and that he felt him- 
self highly honoured, in making this profession in the 
presence of his sultan. 

The news of Sebi having embraced. the. Mahometan 
religion, soon spread far and wide. 

His deluded followers were filled with acdniliaent: 


erief and shame, and exposed to the contempt and de-_ 


rision of their enemies. 

The Jews in Italy sent embassadors to enquire | into- 
3 the truth of these reports, who upon their arrival, were. 

ortified and astonished at the intelligence that their 
Messiah had embraced the Mahometan faith; but the 
brother of Sebi attempted to persuade them that it was 
- only his apparition in a'Turkish habit, that he had been 
translated to heaven ; and that God wand again send 
him down to earth, fe his appointed season. Some 
were even so vain as to affirm that it was not Sabatai 
himself, but only his shadow or appearance thet had — 





*It is by erecting a stake or spear and hoisting the cri 
mingl on it, a 
_ @ntering of it at the bottom of the pra a and running of it oni a 
side, and cut at the back of the neck, keeping of 2 clear: ‘ef the oo 
tines, by which it is sometime heferg the suilerer Pies oe 
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embraced the Mahometan religion, and was seen in the 
habit of a Turk ; so great was their obstinacy and infi- 
delity, as if it was a thing impossible to convince these 
deluded and infatuated creatures. 
__ Sabatai Sevi, some time after he turned Mahometan, 
was beheaded by order of the grand seignior. 

After his death, Daniel Israel, a Jew, who dwelt at 
Smyrna six or seven years, undertook to persuade the 
Jewish people that Sevi was yet alive and concealed, 
and that he would re-appear, according to the prophe- 
ey of Daniel, after the space of forty-five years. Some 
prodigies which he pretended - to perform, astonished 
many of the Jews, and induced them to credit his asser- 
tions, | é 

‘The denomination of Sabataites is given to the be- 
lievers in Sabatai Sevi. The sect formed by his im- 
posture survived him; and there are actually yet, or 
was a few years ago, at Salonichi, some of his parti- 
zans, who all live together in a part of the city, and 
marry among themselves, who outwardly professing 
Mahometanism, but secretly observe the Mosaic rites, — 
without communicating with the Mussulmen, except — 
for the purpose of commerce. ~ ; | 

A favourable change has taken placc in the condition of 
the Jews in Europe, during the eighteenth and present — 





century : but there has been little alteration in 
state in the eastern countries, since the seventeenth cen: 
tury, when Basnage, from whom most of the preceding — 
facts are taken, closed his history. He has computed 
that there were, at that time; one million of Jews in the 
grand seignior’s empire, above eighty thousand of whom _ 
resided at Constantinople and Salonichi; and that — 
there were thirty synagogues i the former of these _ 
cities. ee ene 

Though the Jews in the Turkish empire are held in . 
detestation, they have rendered their services indispen- : 
sable in conducting traffic, almost the whole of which, - 
by means of the carelessness and laziness of the Turks, 
have fallen inte the hands of the Jews, 
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The Jewsin the Ottoman, or Turkish empire, pay a 
heavy tax, for the privilege of exercising their religion. 

In Palestine, where the Turks and Arabs oppress 
the Jews, few are to be found. M. de Chateaubriand, 

-acelebrated French writer, who visited Palestine tedden, 
year 1807, has given the following account of the mis-. 
erable condition of the Jews who still reside in Jeru- 
salem. 

“© While Jerusalem is seen in the midst of the desert, 
you may observe, between Mount Zion and the Tem- 
ple, another spectacle, of equal inte: ast; it is that of 
the remnants of a people, dstine from the rest of the. 
inhabitants; a people individnally the objects of univer- 
sal contempt, who suffer the most wanton outrages 
without a murmur, who endure wounds and blows w ith- 
outa sigh. Enter their habitations, and you find them 
in the most abject, squalid misery. What these wretch- 
ed outlaws from the justice and compassion of the rest 
of mankind, did in past ages, they do still. Six, times 
they have witnessed the destuction of Jerusalem,” 
(he means since first founded,) “ and are net yet dis- 
couraged. Nothing can operate to divert their looks 
from Zion. We are surprised, when we observe the 
Jews scattered over the face of the earth; but, to ex xpe- 
rience and astonishment more lively, me have but to 

seek them in Jerusalem. The legitimate owners of — 
Judea should be seen as thy are in their own land, 

aves and strangers : they should be seen awaiting, 
under the most cruel and oppressive of all despotism, 
a king who is to work their deliverance. Near the 
temple,” or where the ancient temple stood, “ there 
does not remain one stone upon another,” they still con- 
tinue to dwell; and, with the cross, as it were, planted 
upon their heads, dnd bending-them to the earth, still 
cling to their errors, and labour under the same deplo- 

“rable infatuation.” ~ 

“The Jews * settled in China some time before 
Christ, probably one. hundred years; they not only 
increased in, nuniber and wealth, but were ‘distin-_ 






















guished forliterature, and raised to Prices being gov- 
ernors of provinces, and mandarins._ By degrees their 
affairs began to decline, and many embraced the Ma- 
hometan religion. ; 
In 1704, father Gozani, a Jewish 1 
“the | curiosity to investigate the state 
China empire. To effect this_purpose, ie contracted 
an acquaintance with some of the learned chiefs. They 
showed him one of their volumes, or parchment rolls 
of Pentateuch, . (the five books of Moses,) written in 
Hebrew, in ee and plain chara and also” other 
parts ofthe Old Testament. _ 
They informed Gozani, that, 
books of Moses into fifty-wwore 
_day throughout the year. 
_ The Chinese Jews strictly observe he 5 bhath, and 
do not so much as fonds any ee or ook ony food — 










divided the five 









ment. 
- The Jews informed Gozaii that. their ancestors came 
a the west, from the kingdom of J ake which Joshua 











a ; be ae the desert ; ites ‘that ‘the 
Jews who left Egypt amounted. te: six h 
sand, They also gave him to unders 
had formerly been numerous in the empire 
then reduced to only seven families. They form al 
ances wit! each other, and never connect themselves: 
with the other inhabitants of China. 

When father Gozani spake to them of the Ue sect 
promised and declared in the holy scriptures, they were _ 
greatly astonished. But when the missionary informed 
them that the Messiah had already appeared, and was 
called Jesus Christ, they replied, that they had heard 
of a holy man named Jesus, who was the son 0 of Si- 
roch, but they were entirely ignorant of the new Jesus, 
of which he informed them. They had not: ry know 
ledge of several of the books of the Old Testament, 5 
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“86 The Jews,” s Lys s Dr. Buchanan, ‘ are numerous _ 
in India, and reside in a town aboufa mile distant, from 
Cochin, called Jews Town. It was almost wholly i in- 
habited by this people, who have two respectable syna- 
gogues. pes 
who are not ignorant of the present history of nations. 

_ There are also Jews here, from remote parts of Asia, so 
~ that this is the fountain of intelligence concerning: that 
3 people i in the east. 

The followmg is’ an account which hey gave him, 
relating to their arrival, or why they came, in this 
country, which had been ‘handed down to them by tra- 
dition. “ After th temple was destroyed by the Ro- 
man emperor, our fathers dreading the conqueror’s 
‘wrath, a numerous ‘body of men, women, children, 








pr iests and Levites, departed from Jerusalem, and came . 






into this land. There were among them, men of re~ 
pute for learning and wisdom, and God gave the’ 


favour in the sight of the kine , who, at that time ‘reign- 


ed here, and he granted chem a Stace to dwell, called 
Craganor. He allowed them ee ices and a 

s engraven, acc 
late of brass. — 









Judea, and dwiong 1 came Wes man of nek 
: wisdom, Rabbi Samuel, a Levite of Jerusalem, with 
his son Rabbi Jehuda Levita. They br ‘ought with 
them the silver. trumpets, made use of at the time of the 
Jubilee, which were saved when the second temple was 
‘destroyed. There Joined us also from Spain, and other 
places, from time to time, certain tribes of Jews, who | 
‘had heard of our prosperity.” But now commences a 
_ sadreverse. ‘ But at last, discord arising among us, 
-,one of our chiefs called to his assistance an Indian king, 
who came upon-us with a great army, destroyed our 
houses, palaces, and strong holds, dispossessed us of | 
Craganor, piled part of us, and carried part into” ae 








- them are some very intelligent men, 
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tivity. By th Vv 
number. | Soe i the ¢ exiles cam and dwelt at Cochin, © 
where we have ‘yemained ever since, suffering great 
changes from time to time. There are among us some 
of the children of Israel, (Benni Israel,) who came from 
the country of Ashhenaz, from Egypt, from Isoba, and 
other places, besides those who formerly inhabited this 
countr Ve 

The native annals of Malabar confirm the Bee 
account in the principal circumstances, as also the Ma- 
hometan histories in latter ages. The desolation of 
Craganer, the Jews describe as being similar to that of 
Jerusalem. In this last account we see the effect of 
peace. As long as they lived in peace they were pros- 
perous and a happy people, and to this place of peace 
many from different places were glad to resort. “ But 
as soon as discord takes place the ‘scene is changed, 
and by entering into war they become a ruined people, 
which has almost always been the case since the time 
of David and Solomon. In very few instances have 
they bettered themselves by a war, and indeed it. is 








much the same with all other nations. More or less 


ruin always attends war on both sides, besides the loss 
of lives. We might suppose that from the past, avi 
so many examples: of its dire effects, the nations of t 
earth would begin to learn wisdom ; particularly th se 
who profess the christian religion, for there is nothing 
more contrary to the gospel of Christ and to the happi-— 
ness of mankind than quarrelling, war and fighting ; of 
which this history affords abundant proof, 











The state ofthe the Jous i im Spain an the 19th, 1th and 15th 


centuries. 


ts the commencement of the thirteenth century, the 
ahihop of Toledo perceiving the Jews to increase in 
~gumber and wealth, excited the populace against them, 
and putting Binaselt at their head, entered and plunder- 
ed their houses and synagogues. The crusades, who 
soon after assembled near Toledo completed the work 
of destruction, which the bigoted bishop had begun. 
They prescribed no limits to their cruelty; but made 
such havoc and carnage among the Jews, that Abrava- 
‘nel, a celebrated Jewish writer, asserted it caused a 
greater number to leave Spain, than Moses conducted 
-outof Egypt. The Spanish nobles endeavoured to in- 
~ terpose their authority, and to suppress these cruelties. 
But Férdinand, who then possessed the sovereign pow- 
er, and wished to gain the fi f the people, by the 
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olence of the people, against them, and persuaded the 
ng that mildness and srseruciOn were the most likely 
~ means to induce them to embrace christianity. Agree- 
able to this benevolent plan, several of the Dominican 
Friars, were chosen to learn the Hebrew and Arabic 

Janguages, and directed to apply themselves to the stu- 


dy of the scriptures, that they might be enabled to dis- “ 


pute with the Jewish Rabbi’s, in order to convince them 


of their errors. These attempts, as they alwaye have 


been very unsuccessful. 


_ Alphonso the X. king of Castile, a celebrated. astron- 


omer, eeeagraged and promoted acide: « men 0 


extirp of the Galeria I aged 


| 





a oe great vo were made to convert the Jews. ~ é 
: aymond, confessor to the king, used every meanshe 
nuld devise, to effect this purpose. He suppressed the 
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y learned oe Moehied case the 
Jews during | ronage. Though the Jews were 
_ hated and despised by the common people and by the 
ignorant among the clergy, they were at this time, and 
‘at many other times and places, respected and encouraged 
by the wise and the learned. ‘The truth is, the learn- 
ed may despise, hate and persecute, but the wise and 
the learned never did, neither Jew nor Gentile. Al- 
phonso being assisted by some learned Jews in compil- 
ing some astronomical tables, and by thus being familiar 
and friendly with them, excited the jealousy and ill will 
of the ignorant populace towards the Jews; in conse- 
quence of which they formed plots and accusations against 
them. Thus we see the trying condition of the poor 
Jews, it was even dangerous to them, for any one to be- 
friend them. They suffered by being  friendless, 
and often sufferéd by being befriended. At this time 
their enemies knowing oe ne way to “punish pgs 
for the kindness and friendship they received ; 
length fell. upon the following. They — isutea 
three villains, of the city of Orsana, i in- gs to. 
throw the dead body of a man into the hous 
and then accused,him of the murder ; and any thing 
against a Jew, however improbable, being read 
Hieved, the popular ferment and hatred were rous er 
a great number of the Jews were cruelly murdered, and 
others fled for refuge, to the houses of christians, ‘who ‘ 
were their friends and acquaintance. 
The inhabitants of Palina, not far from Orsana, (be- 
_ fore mentioned) also rose upon the Jews and destroyed 
“many. Upon which the Jews sent a deputation to court 
to obtain orders to suppress a massacre that was like to 
prove general. ‘Their enemies sent the same also on 
their part ; and the aggressors and agerieved accused: 
each other, and pleaded their cause before the Spanish 
monarchs, when the Jews were acquitted of the retend- 
*ed murder. But the most terrible calamity which. they 
suffered at this time, was by the multitude of enthusias- 
tical persons, called shepherds, who as Ciel stated, 
: : 15 


































committed great Bes in France. — Ha ng becomé 
numerous and powerful, they entered Spain, and car- 
ried fire and sword into several provinces. The Jews 
were the greatest sufferers. Many saved their lives by — 
Surrendering their property, and renouncing their reli- 
gion. Thosewho would not make these sacrifices, were 
‘instantly put to death. A pestilence arose in the army 
of the shepherds, which extended through the neigh- 
bouring countries. This was charged to the Jews, for 
they must bear the blame of every thing. ‘They were 
‘accused of having bribed the peasants of Mesura to poi- 
son the waters, ad having furnished them with the poi- 
son for that purpose, which was, as was said, the cause 
of the pestilence, and on the grounds of this false and 
wicked allegation, a great number of them were im- _ 
_prisoned and tried. After a long confinement, they 
eleared themselves of the crimes imputed to ther ; ; but 
the king, who was unwilling to confess the injustice 
of which he had been guilty towards them, pretended _ 
that he had kept them in prison, for the purpose of con- 
: ass peo to christianity. vee noe. here, ve 








much to nelidfe ~ Can it be: cia: that thee enemies ; 
were so cruel!! and yet professed to be christians— 
professed to believe in the mild and tender gospel of 
Christ,* that teaches to love and be kind to all. Their 
nt is most astonishing! I have had involuntary 
thoughts several times since I have been writing this 
history of their dispersion, that the Jews have suffered 
enough; but so far from that, I have much more yet to 


sats § would eee just remind the reader that the very first promulga+ 
ction of the gospel, was “on eurth peace, and good will to men.” What 
could be better, and easier to be understood, Supposing it had, at some 
period of time, been proposed to this world, or to all the wise and good, 
tomake their choice of a blessing, that if put in practice, would be most 
to the happiness of mankind in this world, and also in another. What 
better could have been chosen? or what can we conceive of better ?>— 








On earth peace—peace one with another, and with God—and good wall ae 


toward men,—that of God, and one towards another. The trut! Z 
asked make a heaven on’ "earth—no greater blessing could have been 
aske 
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; uffered a great deal 
chit ae never | been written. Whyi itis so, we must leave 
it to God, who must, or certainly does order, or permit 
all things for the best. The reader will excuse this 
little digression, if he imputes it to feelings, which, I 
think, all should cherish, towards those, our long af- 
flicted fellow creatures. - 

Olphanso XI. king of Castile, the friend and pro- 
tector of the Jewish “people, was prevailed on by his 
mutinous, and discontented subjects, to pass a decree 
against them, on account of a pretended indignity of- 
fered to the sacrament by a Jewish boy. It was de- 
liberated in council whether they should be put to 
_ death, or banished, and, the latter measure being pre- : 
ferred, they were commanded to depart the kingdom ~ 
in three months. The prince royal, however, obtained 
a revisal or re-consideration of the trial: it was then 
found that the supposed crime had inadvertently been. 
committed by a christian boy. On this deposition, 
the king recalled his edict. But this did not prevent . 
the fury and resentments of the zealots. against them; _ 
in another town, many of them were put to death for 
the pretended offence. . 

In 1396, Martin, archdeacon of Astial: pre i 
through the streets of Seville and Cordova Bei as 
them, which exasperated the minds of the people so 
against the Jews, that they killed them in both places. 
The persecution spread to Toledo, Valencia, and Bar- 
- celona, where some were plundered, and others murder- — 
ed; the most artful and crafty made profession of chris-_ 
tianity in order to escape such acts of violence. The 


















synagogues of Seville and Cordova became almost de- 


serted. The inhabitants of Andalusia, and of other 
provinces, seized and put to death all who retired 
thither. King John treated the Jews with great cru- 
elty. During his reign, many perished by being de-. 
_prived of the necessaries of life; and those who had 
_ survived were compelled to wear a red. roars of dis= 


tinction. 










At the comme nt of the fifteenth century, the 


anti-pope, Benedi 


Sas: 


XIIL, distingui: hed himself by his. 


zeal for. the conversion of the Jews. To effect this pur- 3 


pose, he summoned the most celebrated Rabbi’s in Spain 
40 attend a conference, which he appointed for religious 
disputes betwegn them and the christians. Jerome 
Sancta, who had forsaken the synagogue, and profess- 
ed to embrace christianity, persuaded the pope to take 
this step, by assuring him that he could convince his 
brethren by passages out of the ‘Talmud, that Jesus 
Christ was the true Messiah. This convert, was not 
only the chief promoter, but the principal conductor of 


the dispute. Rabbi Vidal was chosen to defend. the 





Jewish religion. The Jews, at this time, shewed uncom- 


mon respect for the pope, who entertained them with 
‘politeness, and defrayed their expenses. But they 
treated Jerome with disgust, as they were embittered 
against Him, both for forsaking the synagogue, and 
bringing them into a dispute, fom which they feared 
fatal consequences. The conferences produced no ef- 
disputants of either party. 
vier had been canonized in ‘the year 
acles, and zeal for converting the Jew 











lated: ‘by christian writers, thatthe number he © 


induced to forsake the Jewish religion, amounted to. 


twenty-five thousand. According to the Jewish ac- 


counts a greater number deserted the synagogues. But 


whatever might be the number of Jewish converts, their 
-Simcerity was very much disputed, and not without suffi- 
cient reason; for itis evident that they yielded only to 


“necessity, and merely to avoid harsh and cruel treat- 
ment. For though in outward appearance they pro- 
fessed christianity, they secretly circumcised their chil- 


dren, observed the passoyer, and neglected none of the 


Jewish rites and ceremonies. 


This dissimulation did not escape the notice of ‘the. 


clergy, nor remain long unpunished; they acquainted 


the Spanish monarch and the pope with the conduct of 
the converted Jews, upon which the tribunal, or officers 











of the i inquisi on* were commanded to Dey ‘close Stten- 
tion to the behaviour of these pretended converts. And 
all professed christian princes were requested to assist 
in bringing them to punishment. ‘> 
This decree that was proclaimed in most parts of 
Spain filled the poor Jews, as well it might, with such 
dread and consternation, that seventeen thousand very 
soon professed the established religion, but not before 
two thousand of this oppressed and unfortunate people 
were burned alive, notwithstanding most of them, (to 
save their lives, ) acknowledged that Jesus was the true 
Messiah. Many were imprisoned, and languished long 
in confinement; and after regaining their liberty, were 
_ ordered to wear two red crosses on their upper gar- 
ments. The inveterate malice of their enemies extend- 
ed even to the dead Jews. Many of their bodies were 
taken out of their graves, and burned, and their chil- 
dren were not allowed to possess the property of their 
parents, but it was confiscated. dicta te 
Ferdinand and Isabella issued a severe and 
edict against the Jews, in 1492, 0: 
either to embrace ¢hristianity or eave the kingd 
four months, and the people were forbidden, und 
severest penalties from affording them provisiot 
any thing to eat or drink, or any assistance whatever 
such as should be found in the kmgdom after the expi- 
ration of that time. Their attachment to the law of 
- Moses was superior to every other consideration. eh 




















* ‘Though queen Isabella did, apparently, a good deed in fiting out” 
Saabs for the discovery of America, but she, with her husband 
Ferdinand, did as bad a one in introducing the abominable, wicked | os | 
and cruel inquisition in Spain, which it is said was intended to prevent 
the relapses of the Jews and Moors, who had been, or pretended to be’ 
converted to the faith of the church of Rome. In which inquisition, net 
only Jews, but those christians called heretics, (thatif any christians it. 
was they who were so.) have suffered enough tomake one’s blood run 
cold to read. They were called, and punished as hereties, because 
they, with the Jews, were separate from, and did not believe the ehurch 
of Rome, to bea real christian church. And heretics because they 
testified against the church of Rome, as truly an ungodly. and anti- 
christian church: for which they suffered, as above mentioned, sot 
only in Spain, butin every other place where the inquisition | 1as been ‘ 
established. 4 ; Refs) ay 
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historians inform us = seventy 1 bathed: Jewish fami- 


lies, or eight | hundred thousand quitted Spain, but the - 
Jewish writers make them amount toa fasich ero 


number. 

The misery and sufferings of those who. ee Sibatle 
ed to foreign countries were inexpressible and almost in- 
conceivable: It so happened that some of the vessels 
took fire, many were cast away and wrecked on foreign 


coasts, and many were drowfed, and great numbers . 


; perished with cold and hunger. One of the Spanish 
pilots formed the wicked reeohina: with the aid of the 
sailors, of murdering all the Jews in his vessel, in order, 
as he pretended, to avenge the death of Christ, whom 
their. ancestors had _ crucified. The Jews represented 


to them truly “that Christ, who died for the redemp- 


tion of mankind, did not doaike the death but the salva- 
tion of the sinner.” 


This having some effect upon the sailors, they con- 









inhabited, (oh what cruelty! !) part 
[with hunger, and having no weapons 
vere devoured by lions, as i 
oast of Africa where lions abounded. 








‘humanity of the master of a vessel, who , having pity on 







act of kindness though they. were not able to pay him, he 
will, accor ding to the promise in the thirty-six and fol- 
‘lowing verses of the twenty-fifth chapter of St. Matthew, 
have his reward. And all will be well paid for all the 
good they do to their fellow creatures, whereas those 
who: injure, punish or afflict their fellow creature, or 


creatures in any way or manner as they, the wicked 


. People in that day did the Jews, may expect sooner ot 
later, nothing but remorse and condemnation.) 

And to add to the calamities of the poor Jews, those 
who reached the city Fez, in Africa, were refu 
-mittance by the unfeeling inhabitants, and wer 





cluided,not to murder them, but still plundered them, 
landed them on the next shore they arrived at, and . 


: ‘Those who still remained alive were saved by the 


heir miserable condition, took ‘hem on bowed (for which | 


if ae 








fobs want of. provisio n. When re oho sailed ae Italy 
arrived at Geneva, they found the city afflicted with a 
famine which: had greatly increased the price on all. 
“kinds of provisions. — The inhabitants seeing them al- 
- most starved, and im a miserable condition on account 
of the suffering they had endured, and destitute of 
money to purchase food, met them with the cross in one 
hand and bread in the aitbecs ; but refused to give food 
to any who would not first consent to reverence the 
cross, (not the cross of Christ.) Many of these suffer- 
ing people who had been banished their former place of 
residence, and wealth for religion, were unable to refuse 
this second temptation. - ge 
The wicked tyrannical manner in which the bigotry — 
and avarice of king Ferdinand influenced him to treat 
the Jews, was highly condemned in that day by all con- 
siderate and serious people. Many of the wealthy Jews 
as, soon as they received information of their intended. 
banishment, had found means to convey, unbeknown to : 
- the king, the most valuable part of their pr Bs 
to the countries where they intended to go, 
quence of which the monarch gained but litt 
expulsion. And much complaint there w 
Spanish nobility, and others, that their cities an 
were almost depopulated. as 
Many of the Jews sought a nearer asylany into Por as 
tugal. John H., the sovereign of that kingdom, had 
formerly sent some of the Jews to make discoveriés on 
the coasts of the Red Sea; and they had also assisted 
_adventurers of the Portuguese’ in the discover 'y of the East. 
indies. N otwithstanding these important services, the — 
king consented to receive them only on condition thateach — 
one should pay him eight gold ducats, (about two dollars _ 
and six cents our money,) and quit his dominions at a 
limited time, or forfeit their liberty. On his part, he 
engaged, when the time fixed for their cone ture had 
arrived, to furnish vessels to transport them ; 
where they then should choose to go. — Att he Aiaié the 
king was willing to fulfil his eng but a few 
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who left Portugal, were ‘treated i in such a barbarous 
manner by the sailors, that many chose to remain in 
the: kingdom, and be sold as slaves, rather than expose 
themselves to the sufferings and dangers of another 
voyage. 

His son Emanuel, and successor, appeared at first to. 
have some ity on them, and restored them their liberty, 
but it was of short duration ; the king having conceived 
a fondness for the daughter’ “of Ferdinand and Isabella, 
the queen declared that she would not acknowledge a 
son-in-law who permitted the enemies of God to re- 
main in his dominions, and, though not greater enemies 
to God than she and her husband were, he for the sake 
of the daughter, issued an edict which expelled the Jews 
from Portugal, and appointed a day on which those 
who remained should be deprived of their liberty. 

When the appointed time arrived, the king very much 


and resolved to effect their conversion if possible, 
children at least. He had engaged that ships 
€ ovided for their embar ett at fare ee EGS 
, but after 








‘ ple, 
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Haar fades fourteen years of age, to be forcibly t ta- 


Ken from their parents, in order to be educated in chee 
i - possible than anti-christian faith. 'The exe+ 
n of this barbarous, and of all things the most 
ed and cruel command, was attended, as might be 
; ‘expected, with the most affécting circumstances, enough 
to melt the heart of the king, especially that of a wo- 
man, the queen Isabella into tenderness, if their hearts 
had not been harder than the hardest diamond. Many 
of those poor afflicted people, afflicted now more than 
they could bear, and in phrensy and dispair, first killed 
their children and then themselves. The wicked king 
had invented so many delays to retard their departure, 
that many remained in the kingdom, and were sold as 
slaves. Overwhelmed with these complicated afilic- 


disliked the idea of banishing such multitudes of pease s 
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-tions, a Boslty: consented to Scone hypocrites, coi 
make a profession of the religion of their enemies.— 
And by so doing they recovered their liberty and their 5 
children. _ The sincerity of these converts was, howey-— 
er, muc “suspected ; and on the least discovery being 

made of their practising the Mosaic religion, subjected 

them to that which was worse than all, the cruelties of . 
the merciless i inquisition. * 3 

Notwithstanding the injustice and oruclaen ogi ae the 
Jews had received 1 in Spain, they were no sooner in- 
formed that Charles the Fifth had ascended the throne, 
than they endeavoured. to procure a re-settlement in 
that kingdom. For this purpose they commissioned 
some of he most eminent of their nation to represent _ 
to this monarch, that they had conducted with honour 4 
the whole commerce of the nation, and were the most 

useful subjects in the kingdom ; therefore they were in- 
duced to hope he would allow them the free exercise of 
eir ee if he SP pant them on_ this cond 














rege was: eet a fa 
to this petition ; but ib Ximenes 3 
influence to persuade the king from permitting 
turn. He asserted that, “ those who rejected 
from reigning over them, were unworthy the protection oe 
of christian princes.” Tn consequence Charles reject 
ed the petition of the Jews. 

After the Portuguese.had relieved themselve es fon the ; 
government of Spain, in the reign of Philip IV., the. 
archbishop of Braga, who wholly devoted to the Span- 
ish monarch, conspired against his sovereign, the king 
of Portugal; and engaged a. vast number of Jews to oe, 
assist him in his este. They had long resided at 
Lisbon, in the outward profession of the, (ox rather 
their,) christian faith ; and had lately offered the king - 
of Portugal a large sum of money, if he would clear 
them from being subject to the inquisition, and suffer > 
them to possess synagogues in Lisbon, ‘The refusal of 
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this reasonable senucet filled them with surprise and re- 
sentment, and as their presenting ‘this. petition had ex- 
posed them to the cruelty of the inquisition. 

The archbishop. of Braga, promised them, that if 
they would aid in effecting the restoration of the king- 
dom to Phil they should be allowed the free liber ty’ 
of their igion. The part appointed for them was to 
set fire ‘Bee palace ‘and several houses in the city and 
suburbs ; ade that while the people were engaged i in 
putting out the fire, the conspirators might assassinate 
the king, The grand inquisitor was also engaged m 
~ the plot against the government ; and this was, the first 
and. only time that the inquisition and Jews acted in con- 
cert. This contemplated revolution, however, was not 
effected. Baeze, arich Jewish merchant, being put to 
the rack, confessed the treacherous dedien. 


The Jews strove various ways both by legal and Lies 


legal attempts to -obtain a toleration in Spain, but al 
_ proving abortive, they continued to screen themselve 





“to er on clutches. Many who could: no Dace 
bear to continue deceitful in outwardly professing a re-_. 
- ligionin which they did not believe, “quitted the coun- 
try, and the greatest part settled in England and Hol- 


land. 

Many still remained in Spain and Portugal, outwardly | 
good catholics, (and as good christians as the catholics 
were,) but inwardly Israelites. Many have filled the 


sacred departments of the Roman priesthood, by. pre-- 


tending to an uncommon zeal for a religion which they 
inwardly detest, have generally passed unsuspected.— 
It has been said when a house is found to abound. with 
images, relics, and lamps, and the owner ‘noted for being 
the most enthusiastic devotee in the Pasha it t isno ed 


ecution by professing ¢ RE while in se- — 


‘ 
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he is not an. Israelite at. hear These facts. are par- 
ticularly recorded on the testimony of Balthazar Oro- 
bio, a celebrated Jew, who assumed the mask of-chris- 
tianity,. and outwardly conformed tothe Roman Catho-. 
lic religion. He was distinguished for his talents and. 
learning, and applying himself to the study of physick, 
he practised the healing - art at goes with puta 
tion and success. . 
After some. time he was sienened of being a 1 Jew at 
heart, and was suddenly seized and thrown into the in- 
quisition, which has been called acomplete hell on earth, 
in which Orobio suffered, as many Jews had before and 
since, such exquisite torments from those cruel wretches, 
(I was going to say devils) that dwelt in it, that he be- 
gan to be deranged, when they ceased their torture, but 
kept him miserably confined three years before they Ict 
him go. . 
As soon as he obtained his liberty, he quitted the Spans | 
ish dominions, and going to France, was made professor 
of physick at Toulouse, he continued in this city some 
time, still outwardly pr essing the Roman catholic re 
ligion. But detesting further diss mula i 
-ed to Amsterdam, where he professed Judaism 
continued to practice physic, and was highly | 
in his Profession, In Holland he held a famous 






















man, concerning the truth of the cheitans religion, i 
This dispute was published. It was conducted with 
moderation on both sides. But the learned divine, — 
Limborch, was not able to convince Orobio. He con-  _ 
tinued in Holland till the time of his death, whichtook — ~ 
place in 1687. 
Orobio declares in the strongest terms, the great — 
number of the dissemblers, and that they exist among 
the principal men and clergy in Spain; and relates, 
that many of those who De ales christianity, evenmonks es 





ad Among all the conversions of the Jews.to chr’ saan it is a matter - 
of doubt whether-there has been one sincere and real ecnyersion yet, 
ox at most but very few. wee, 
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and jesuits, came yearly to. Amsterdam, to s confess ond 
_make some satisfaction for their dissimulation. — 

The Spanish and Portuguese Jews claim their descent 
* from the tribe of Judah. In consequence of this sup- 
Pp posed superiority, they have not till lately married or in| 
any way, incorporated with their brethren of other na- 
_ tions; they had separate synagogues ; and if a Portu- 
-_ guese Jew, even in England or Holland, married a 
. German Jewess he was immediately. ‘expelled from the 

synagogue. | 

In Portugal, the name of Jew, or. he: word toy is a 
‘term of such high reproach, that the government found 
it necessary to pass a law, to forbid ay person calling 
another pis that peectaticn, 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 


: of the state me the Jews in Germany and its veinite Ys fon 
he 13th to the aus century. 





V HER the loos really. committed: preat or more 
umerous offences in Germany, or the people were more 
superstitiously zealous against them, than in other coun- 
tries, there is scarcely a kingdom i in which they _ have 
been accused of more enormous crimes. : 
The first instance occurred at Hagenau, where three 
children were found dead in a Jewish house. Complaint 
_ being made to the emperor, Frederick the Second, who 
not believing the story, indifferently replied, “that 
since the children were dead they must be buried.” 
His, unbelief enraged the people, but as they could not 
prove the alleged crime, the Jews, upon paying a pret- 
ty large sum, for peace sake, obtained a favourable judg- 
ment from the emperor, 
At Munich in Bavaria, an old woman having confes- | 
sed that she sold a child to the Jews, whom they crucifi- _ 
ed, the eople yea? i the event of trial, put 
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all the Jews to death they could find. The o officer 
the town having, in vain, attempted to’suppress the 
mult, advised the Jews to retire into their synagogue. 
which was a strong stone building. This advice they” 
followed ; but notwithstanding the great efforts of the 
duke and the officers to appease and disperse the popu-__ 
lace, they were all burned and destroyed in it.* An 
saccusation: of a similar nature was urged against the 
Jews of Wurtzburgh and Bern where they were put to 
death in the same manner. m) 
The Jews flourished in Lithuania during the thirteenth 
~century. King Boleslaus granted them liberty of con- 
science, and other privileges, which were continued un- 
der his successors. ‘Their prosperity excited the envy 
of the populace, who endeavoured to disturb their peace, 
and blast‘their reputation. It was observed, mm the 
council of Vienna, which was convened in the year 1267, 
that they were become so numerous and powerful that 
the income of the clergy was considerably diminished ; 
it was, therefore, ordained that they should contribute. 
to the support of the clergy, in proportion to. : 
would have paid had their families been 
The council also enacted, that they should b 
ted to ie down their new superb vee 















places of worship. ‘The Garinan princes aes be 
protected those who.refused to obey; but the nee 


* We often read of great destruction not only ol rapaety but of i 
lives, and some may think how it could be, w hen not done hy.order > 
of government. But we often read of the populace, the rabble,the 
mob; composed of the common ignorant people, wheare far: ‘the great- 
est number in every country,—the swivish multitude asa certain writes 
calls them; who are not influenced by reason, being but a link, a Gs 
the brute creation, and governed, like the beasts byt oir-passions ; ant Mi 
therefore itis invain to reason with them, Ns which we have -hadabun- 
dant proofin this ‘history,) and can only, like the beasts, be governefl 
by compulsion, or force, and therefore have often ‘made terrible: havoc, 

_ before government (which is generally composed, or shouldbe, of the 
most considerate and wise of every nation) could subdue‘them. And 
sonactimes we read that government has been too weak to controul'them. 
‘fhe populace—the rabble get ina rage, by a little spark, just like 
fire among dry leaves and vegetables in the woods, and ‘before the five — 
can be: subdued, ma stately and valuable tree, a Ten aR 
orawtcitrd, with oiber faltable things become arene ged” 


A 16 








aa 182 : 
exco cufinicated all wee favoured — or defended the 
Jews. ae 
gietiady to this time, the Jews had been compelled, 
when called upon as witnesses, to swear by the saints, 
by the blessed Mary, or by the Son of God. But as 
they had no scruple to violate these oaths, they were by 
a new regulation made at Augsburgh, to swear by the 
name of God, and law of Moses. 

In about” 12 64, a fanatical peasant ane Raind- 
Fleisch, commenced: itinerant, or travelling preacher i 
the upper Palatinate, Franconia, and other provinces. 
He pretended that God had sent him to exterminate the 
Jews ; and, in order to exasperate the people against 
them, he asserted, that they had stolen a consecrated 
host. The cr edulous multitude immediately seized 
upon those in N uremburg, Rottenburg, and several 

© other towns in Franconia and Bavaria, and put them 
- to death. (it seems that any little trifle, or foolish lie 
- would set the people against the poor Jews.) Others 
chose to destroy hee ae wee aheiy wives, children 



















Phe: Tereeonne was at length 
city of SVeenere) was half consu- 


Sa oe deta, or Philo, * sup eset that mur- . 


ot Whie bh was a sect of wild fanatics, who chastised themselves with 
Baa in public. This sect arese in Italy, in the vear 1266, its author 
was onc Rainex, a hermit; and it was propagated through a imost all 
the countries of Earope. A great number of persons ef all ages and 
sexes, made processions, walking two by two, with their shoulde:s 
Ware, Which they whipped till the blood ran down, in order to obtain’ 
mevrey from God, and appease his indignation against the wickedness 
of the age. Though the primitive whippers were exemplary in point 
* of morals, yet tn process of time, they were joined by. za turbulent rab- 
‘bie, who held to the most ridicwjou’ and impious opinions, so that the 
emperors and pontiffs thought proper to put-an end to this religious 
frenzy, by declaring all devout whipping contrary to the divine law, 
and pr ejudicial to the soul’s eternal interest. However, this sect re-_ 
vived in Ger many towards the middle of the next century, and rambling 
threagh many provinces, occasioned great disturbances, They held 
among other things, that whipping was. ‘of equal value with baptism and 
the other sacramen’‘s ; that the: forgiveness of all sins was to be obtain- 
ed by it from God, without thé mevits of Jesus Christ; that the old daw 
of Corist was.soon to be abolished, and that a new law, enjoining the 
Reise of ne to be administered by bakes to be sobett tute 
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_ ance more * neti oe they ae ered 
and burnt the poor Jews at Spires, Strasburg, and” 
Thuringen. But after committing some éutrages at 
Frankfort, they agreed to an accommodation. A Jew, 
named Cicogne, whose family in that city was very nu- 
merous, he being dissatisfyed with the compromise, or 
accommodation they had made, in a passion threw fire 
into the town house, which: consumed athe buildings. 
The flames spread to the cathedral, which was vediieed 
to ashes. "This crime was severely punished, for not 
only the perpetrator, but nearly all his brethren, the 
Jews, in Frankfort, were put to death. . 

In the course Sf the same year, the Jews were ac- 
cused, again, of poisoning the springs and wells. They 
were suspected of this crime, from no other foundation, 
than that they had escaped the common mortality, call-_ 
ed the plague, which took place in most parts of Europe 
A new massacre commenced in several provinces of. 
Germany, in which some were burned, and others in 
various ways slaughtered. Those in Mentz resolved 
to defend themselves, and the very first step 
was the very way to work their: own dest 

they seized upon two hundred of the unarmed, 
called christians, and barbarously put them t 
This had that effect, as they might have been sure i 
would. The iaeensed populace callested: and attacked 
and killed twelve thousand Jews; they next set fire to ~ 

their houses. The persecution extended over all Ger- 
many. In the imperial cities all the houses of the Jews 
were destroyed. Robert, the reigning’ person in Pa- 
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in its place : upon which Clement VII. by an injudicious. as well; ‘as ne 
‘righteous policy, thundered out anathemas against the Whip} pers, whe 
wore burnt by the inquisitors in several places. But pi 
stead of weakening, strengthens, even the greatest absu 
They appeared again in Lower Saxony “and ‘other ’ 
gecnth century, and rejected not only the sacraments, but 
of external worship; and placed their only hapes of salv 
and whipping. ‘Their leader, and many others, were committed to the 
flames by German inquisitors, in and after the year 1414. For the sin- 
_ galarity: ‘of this sect, I have given this account o them, y Which ¢ presume 
iD be! acceptable to some readers, fe eee ae 
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lesen and his ministers, endeavoured, in vain, to sup- 
press the violence, and to protect the Jews ; but they , 
were opposed by the populace, and char eed with ac- 
copbihg bribes to defend them. All the inhabitants of 
Ulm, together with their property, were burned; and 
in short, the whole Hebrew nation, in those parts, was 
at this time without friends, and no one dared, at so 
: critical, a weak to ore in their behalf. (See note, 
page 181.) = Oe 
Those dowd who toe fled to Bohemia, were no bet- 
‘ey treated than their brethren in Germany. Winces- 
lans, the emperor, and king of Bohemia, desirous of in- 
gratiating himself with his subjects, discharged the no- 
bility, and others from the debts which they ewed to 
the Jews. The populace therefore considering them as 
discarded by the king, fell upon them at Gotha, and 
sorrowful to relate, a ‘terrible carnage ensued. ‘The 
Jews of Spires, without any difference made of age, 
sex, or condition, were all put to death by the sw ord, 
except a few children, that were hurried to the font to 
As a little. screen for their cruelty, and 
it was said that they insulted a priest 
aS Ca, ying the sacrament to a sick person. __ 
e citizens of Prague, offended at seeing them cele- 
yrate their passover, chose that time to burn their syna- 
rogue, and those who were in it, while engaged in de-- 
tional exercise. ‘This inhuman deed was executed 
without any opposition, and not one of them escaped! ! 
They were again accused of poisoning the waters, 
the rivers, and springs, and punished for this pretended 
‘crime, with the most severe and cruel torments. ‘The 
persecution was not confined to Germany, but extended 
to Italy, Provence, and other places. The Jewish his- 
_ torians assert, that the emperor was convinced of their 
innocence, and represented to his council that it was 
impossible for them to be guilty of this crime, as the 
- tivers and springs, which are always i In motion, Cannot 
be contaminated with poison. But the ignorant and 
Wi icked populace Was so exasperated against pret at 
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the emperor, to preserve them from more daearifal, ca- 
damities, advised them to quit the country, or be bap- 
tized. The Jewish writers state, that but few at. this 
time were induced to forsake their religion, or as they 
expressed it, “ to forsake the glory of their God.” 

The council of Basil, in 1434, commanded the,  pre- 
lates, in all the places where there were Jews, to appoint 
learned divines to preach to them; and oblige them ~ 
under the severest penalties to attend the sermons.— 
(Force never did any good in religion; it is above all 
things in this world, that which must be every person’s 
‘own free choice :) at the same time, those called chris- 
tians, were forbidden to have any free conversation with 
them ; or employing them as servants, farmers, nurses, 
or physicians. They were not permitted to trade’in: 
houses near any church, or in the inside of any city: 
and they were forced to wear a particular habit to dis- 
tinguish them from all other people. a 

It was determined by the Lutheran leaders at ‘Wie . 
temburgand Rostock, that christians, when sick, sho 
not call in a Jewish physician, because they em) sloyed, 
‘as was foolishly thought, magical remedies ;_ 
the curse has been pronounced against this peopl 
ought not to administer medicine to the christians, w 
are the children of God. 

During the eighteenth century, the PRS of tl 
Jews in Germany and other parts of the continent, ae 
been much more comfortable. 

Joseph II., emperor of Germany, in 1781, fee 
many privileges upon the Jews. He granted them the 
right of exercising all the arts and trades, of following 
agriculture, and freely pursuing their studies at the 
schools and universities. seco! 

The successor of Joseph the second also granted 
them many privileges. 

In the states.of the king of Prussia not lobe. since, 
were much harassed by unwise regulations. The . 
father of a Jewish family could not marry but one of 
his sons; rarely could he obtain po to bel 
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Sa second, and all the others were condemned to celiba- _ 
cy. Each Jew, who took a wife, was obliged to pur- 
chase a certain’ quantity of poreelain, the refuse of the — 
royal manufactory. These regulations: were abolished 
in 1809. 

Tt is but doing justice to the Jews to stlenewledice, 
that the learning and liberality of mind) manifested by 
several of their nation, have paved the way for the steps 
hat have been taken in their favour. Among those 
who have promoted the learned improvements, “and 
raised the reputation of their brethr ‘en, Moses Mendol- 
sohn, was eminently distinguished. In: addition to sev 
eral works of science, he composed several pbilespphical 
books on the works and operations of nature, for the 
improvement of the children of his neglected nation 
He died in 1785. 
_ About the close of the eighteenth century, several 
‘schools for the instruction of ‘the Jews were established ° 
veral cities in Germany. In other parts of Europe, 
as well. as Germany and Prussia, the Jews appear to 
akin Improvements in literature; and their exer- 
been encouraged, and their condition ren- 
e comfortable in several — kingdoms. 
They “were formerly excluded from Russia; but are 
ow actually numerous. 
The Jews have also obtained privileges in Swellen: : 
in Denmark, where they have had sufficient liberty, < 
there are many distinguished characters ; and their edu- 
cation i is improving. In 1803, an establishment was. 
formed in Copenhagen, for the instruction of the Jewish 
youth, and in 1806, this establishment was in a flour~ 
ishing condition. 



























CHAPTER XIX... 





or the Fens am Edeapios Abyasindl Resp Oran, flo 
aces and other ese of Africa. 

Tan Jews: shave: enjoyed more tranquillity i in Ethiopia — 

thesis im most other countries, on account of a conformity 
between some of their:customs, and those of the pro- 
fessed. christian anhabitants. Both are circumcised; 

and abstain-from swine’s flesh; and observe Saturday 
for the Sabbath. ‘The kings of Ethiopia boast of being 
descended from the Jewish monarchs; and bear for 
their-arms a hen holding across, with this motto: 
‘The lion of the tribe of Judea.” 

When Bruce, a traveller, was in Disvocinint ‘ee 
771, the Jews were calculated to the amount of one | 
hunileed thousand men, exclusive of women and chil- 
dren. ‘They have lost their Hebrew, andonly speak the. 
language their ancestors learned in the country where 
they settled. They assert, that the sceptre has never 

’ departed from Judah ; rant: apply the prophecy of the 
gathering of the Gentiles ‘to the future appe ce of 
the Messiah. - be 

The Jews for many ages have found an abode it Wh 
Egypt. The liberty which they have long enjoyed in 
that country, has rendered them numerous and power- , 
ful, particularly at Cairo, most of whom were rich mer- 
chants in 1673. They had thirty synagogues in this 
place, : 

They have been long settled at Oran, and were en- 
trusted with some of the most honourable and profita~ 
ble offices in that city. In the province of Suz, they 
were also numerous and flourishing. In: jue Jcapial 
ey had an elegant synagogue. 4 ; ; 

“They have been, and still are, very. numerou 

parts of Morocco, and are tributary to the mperor. 
“Phe lowest class among the Moors imagine they have: 
aright. to oppress. and | dusult the Jew, who. suffer the 
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wyeatest ill treatment with a-patience they have ac- 
quired by being daily abused. They have not courage 
to defend themselves, because the Koran and judge are 
always in favour of the Mahometans. . oe 
Their superior knowledge and- address give them, 
however, many advantages over the ignorant Moors. 
“More industrious, as well as better informed, than the 
-Mahometans, they are employed by the emperor, in 
many lucrative and honourable occupations. They 
have, ‘(and always have had,) sufficient art to enrich 
themselves by every resource in their power, and find 
means to console themselves for the abuse they are 
obliged to suffer. é 
The Jews in most parts of the empire, live separate 
from the. Moors; and, though oppressed in other re- 
“spects, are allowed the free exercise of their religion. 
_ Notwithstanding, many of them, in order to avoid the 
arbitrary treatment to which they are continually ex- 
posed, have, for peace sake, professed the Mahometan 
_ faith. Upon their renouncing Judaism, they are admit- 
ted to all the privileges of the Moors. 
- The Jewish synagogues having been destroyed in 
the kingdom of Fez, Muley Mahomet, when he as- 
-cended the throne, not only caused them to be rebuilt, — 
but made one of the Jews his high treasurer, and prime | 
minister. The Jews, however, have frequently suffer- 
-ed from the tyranny and caprice of the arbitrary and 
-wnirighteous sovereigns of Morocco. Sidi Mahomet, 
_ the emperor, having imposed a heavy tax on his son, 
Muley, commanded him to collect of the Jews the sum  ' 
he required, ‘ who not being” as he said, ‘ in the road 
to salvation, deserved no favour.” The prince offered — 
his father the revenues of his government, and earnestly 
intreated him not to oppress the Jews, and to add to 
wretchedness already too great. HORS 
Muley Ishmael, ingenious in finding excuses for plun- 
dering his subjects, assembled the Jews, and thus ad-__ 
dressed them: “ Dogs as you are, I have sent for you~ 
to oblige you to turn Mahometans. I have long been _ 
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amused with an idle tale respecting the coming of the 

Messiah. For my part I believe he has come already ; 

therefore, if you do not fix the precise time in which he 

isto appear, I will leave you neither property nor life. 
I will be trifled with no longer.” 

The Jews, terrified at this address, Op sstided: the 
punctuality with which they had paid the enormous 
taxes imposed upon them. ‘They requested a week to 
prepare an answer, which was granted, and in the mean 
time they collected a large sum of money to present 
to the emperor, and informed him that their doctors | 
had concluded that the Messiah would appear in thirty 
years. ‘ Yes,” replied the emperor, ‘I understand 
you, dogs and decievers as you are; you think to hush 
my enemas wrath,-in the hopes that I shall not then 





be alive; but I will live to show the world that you are 9 





impostors,. and punish you as you deserve.’ 
Even in the midst of Africa, this dispersed people 


are to be found, agreeable to the ancient predictions of 


Moses and other : prophets respecting them. At San- 
sanding, eight hundred miles east from the Atlantic 
Ocean, Park, a noted traveller, discovered some of the 
descendants of Israel. ‘‘ The Jews,” he observes, ‘in 
dress and appearance, very much resemble the ‘Arabs. 
But though they so far conform to the religion of Ma- 
homet as to repeat public prayers from the Koran, they 
are but little respected by the negroes; and even the. 
Moors themselves,” says our traveller, ‘ allowed, that 
though. Twas a christian, I was a better man than a 
Jew.” 

The Seis of professed christians having been such, 
that there is no character so detestable, particularly in 
spme parts of Africa, as that of a christian, so much so, 


that it has been at the risk of the lives of some travel- 


lers, to call themselves christians, or to-Jet it b 
that they professed to be sach. 
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eos ee CHAPTER KX 
OP the: Jews m Iealy, Poland, ,and Holland, from the - 
thirteenth, to the nineteenth century. 


- Waite the other European Sovereigns oppressed and 
persecuted the Jews, the Roman pontiffs, (or Popes,) . 
for the most ‘part, treated: them with gentleness, and 
often opposed the mistaken zeal of those who expected 
to convince them by compulsion. In the beginning of 
the seventeenth century, they were protected by pope 
Gregory, called the Great. 
In the eleventh century, Alexander If. condemned 
persecuting spirit of king Ferdmand, and endea- 
: red to defend them against the rage of the crusades. 
~ At a later period Gregory IX, observing that the cru- 
sades in many places -began their expedition by tortur- 
ing-and murdering the Jews, not only very much op- 
posed them, but did all he could to prevent such bar- 
parity. He also interposed in their favour, when the 
% inhabitants of Hagenau charged them with killing the 
_professed christians’ children. He wrote a letter to - 
Louis 1X., to stop the persecution raised against th 
during the reign of that monarch. 'T'wo other letter 
addressed to all christians, severely condemned those, 
_ who under the cloak of religion concealed their avarice 5 
gn order to harass the Jews. ~The lives of many of 
them were saved by his befriending them, not only in 
his own dominions, but in England, France and Spain. 
{n 1247, Innocent IV. vindicated them, by writing, from 
the crimes with which they were charged, declaring, — 
that they were more miserable under christian princes, 
than their ancesters had been under’ Pharaoh; which 
was very true. z eile 
Clement V., who, about the beginning of the four- 
teenth century, had removed the papal seat to Avignon, - 
pxerted himself to save the Jews from the persecution of 
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the shepherds, whomhe eecanumaitiated: ; but the anathe- 
mas of the church made little impression on that enthu- 
siastic furious people... This pontiff not: only protected 
the Jews, but afforded them means of. instruction, and 
ordered that every: university should have professors to 
teach Hebrew, and men whose education rendered them 
capable of disputing with, and CORDIEL IS: the Jews of 
their errors. 

“Clement VI. treated the Jews with mie kindness and 
humanity. When they were put to death in various 
parts of F Europe, upon pretence of poisoning the waters, 
he exerted himself to the utmost to suppress the popu- 
Jar fury. He also protected them from the cruelties of 
the inquisition, which raged with the greatest severity 
againstthe. poor innocent christians called Albigenses, _ 
elit were tortured to death, burnt and murdered 
thousands. 

Though the Jews were generally favoured and_pro- 
tected by the popes, yet at the commencement of the 
fifteenth century one called John XXIII. passed several 

severe laws against them. He was not only so cruel as ~ 
to cause them to be persecuted in his own dominions, 
bat encouraged and persuaded the government of Spain * 
to punish and massacre them. 

_ After the Catholics in Spain had banished the Jews, 
‘the Italians gladly received them. Pope Alexander VI. — 
acted like a christian in furnishing the banished with 
provisions and whatever they needed, and also directed 
their brethren at Rome to afford them all the assistance 
they could. He allowed them the same privileges as 
their brethren formerly had enjoyed, and endeavoured. 
to procure them, in all other parts of Italy, the full and 
free liberty of conscience respecting their religion. a 

Pope Paul III. was so. kind to the Jews, that they bea? 
came so numerous and powerful during” his potificate, 
that cardinal Sadolet exclaimed against him, for his. 
fondness and kindness to an unbelieving race. He said 
that the pope was more kind to them, than he was to 





the chrisfians, and that none could be promoted Bite. cx 
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through their favour and interest, while at the same time 
he persecuted the protestants ; it so there was an incon- 
sistency and absurdity im his conduct. The truth is 
that most of the popes, if they were good in some things, — 
they were bad enough in others to make up for the good. 
Notwithstanding many of the popes were favourable te 
the Jews, yet they were sometimes persecuted at Rome ; 
though less there than in any other parts of Europe. 
Though they were protected by some of the popes, 
they experienced, as might be expected, quite different 
treatment from others. ES 
In the year 1555, PaullV. was a great enemy to the 
Jews, and passed several decrees against them. He 
made them sell all their lands, and burn their books, 
d wear a distinguished dress, and would permit them 
o have but little conversation with those he called chris- 
tians, and ordered that part of the city where they resi- 
ded, to be shut every night. He limited the number of 
their synagogues ; and allowed them only one in each 
city, on which he demanded tribute, for the purpose of 
instructing, previous to baptism, such Jews as were wil- 
ling to embrace the Romish religion. ee 
In the seventeenth century, the affairs of the Jews in 
Italy assumed a favourable aspect. Pope Innocent XI. 
treated them with great kindness. He also made many 
efforts to effect their conversion. And built seminaries 
and hospitals for new converts, or those who pretended 
tobeso. Gregory XII. had previously ordered a ser- 
mon to be preached every week for the instruction of — 
the Jews, and an ingenious and learned clergyman was 
chosen to prove, in these discourses, that the Messiah 
wascome. He was ordered particularly to enlarge on 
the miseries the Jews had suffered through the long pe- 
riod of seventeen hundred years.* One third of the 
fsraelites in Rome were obliged to be present in their 


* So he was ordered to hold up to them that which was the priniipai 
cause of their not believing. For the cruel treatment the Jews have re-, 
ceived from the professed christians, with their ungodly lives has been, 
and stilts the great stumbling block in the way tothelr belteving, ~ 
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turn 5 and ane jepalaren who had attained the age of : 
twelve years, were registered ‘among those who had to 
attend. But like all efforts before and since, and as 

“we ‘might expect before we hear the result, answered no 
‘purpose. ‘The Jews often absented themselves, and 
those who attended, it was through fear of rendering 
offence, and having to endure more disagreeable usage 
in consequence, and many attended to ridicule the. dis- 
courses. Cardinal Barberini, who took an active part 
in instructing and persuading them, acknowledged that 
most, if not all the conversions, were pretended, hypo- 
critical and interested. 

The Jews have long been numerous in those places 
subject to the popes ; where, as late as the middle of the 
eighteenth century, they are said to have possessed _ 
nearly one hundred “synagogues, nine of which are in 
Rome. af 

The Jews in Poland, in the fourteeatl century, were 
much favoured under Casimir called the Great, on ac- 
count of the affection he had for Esther, a beautiful 
Jewess. The prosperous state of their affairs in this 
if kingdom was not, however, wholly owing to that affec- 

tion for the Jewess, but partly to their own industry, 
and to the laziness of the higher classes of prore: and 
the oppressed state of the peasants:. 

The religious zeal against the protestants < and ghich 
caused them to be banished from Poland, and the protes- 
tants being thought to be much worse than the Jews, — 
caused the Jews to have more liberty of conscience. 

Poland has long been the place where the most learn- _ 
ed Jews resided, and to which, from other countries the — 
Jews have sent their children to study the Talmud, and _ 
yites of their religion. | 

The Jews were so numerous in Frankfort, during th 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, that the 
calculated to amount to thirty thousand ; but they were. 
often plundered, and abused, and employed i in the most _ 
debased offices. Stolberg, a late traveller, says, “that 
they were all obliged to live in one eS and irregular 
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street, while their houses were separated | baek and front. 

‘by an high wall, and at ten or eleven o’clock, every 
evening both cad of the street were shut up. And : 
other times no Jew, without special permission, was al-— 

lowed to go out of his prisony: during the time of divine 
service among the christians.” - ~ 

“Several learned Jews, in Poland and Germany have 
at different-times been converted, or pretended to be, to 
christianity. Mordecai, Ben Moses, a native of Ger- 
many, had become celebrated for his zeal in writing 
against the New-Testament ; but after diligently pe- 
rusing of it, and comparing of it with the Old, he be- 
come convinced that Jesus was the Messiah, and re-_ 
nounced Judaism, and was baptized in the year 1701. 
The Jews in Holland have enjoyed more liberty, and 
ve been more prosperous and rich than in any other 

part of the y 
Sixty thous i" Portuguese and German Jews are 
dispersed throughout “Holland. Amsterdam contains 
nearly two thirds of this namber. This country af- 
forded them a place of refuge from the cruelties, that 
_ they experienced in other parts of the world. But 
there was one thing hindered them from resting here as_ 
~ they otherwise I have done. And that was, the. 
door to lucrative and honourab/e employment were shut 
against them, and they were forbidden the use of the 
arts and professions. 
It is said, “that there has been a large number of 
_ learned writers among the Batavian Jews, ma ay of 
whose names will descend with honour to posterity.” 
It is also stated, “ that the American Indcpco 
founded on the equal rights of man, has been particu- | 
larly favourable to this long oppressed.and_ persecuted 
people.” 

The Jews have been deceived by several other Mes- 
siahs, besides those that have been mentioned, but by 
none near so much, as Sabatai Sevi,. the last one we 
have noticed. 


Bee: the yen of 1520 and 1560, three fafse - 
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Messiakis sgiealed i in Euro rope 5 two of whom Charles V. 
_emper ror of Germany burnt to death, and the other he 
= Ampris oned for life. 

“A.D. 1682, Mordecai a Garaian Jew, professed tine 
self the Messiah, and would have been punished i in Italy, 
had he not escaped to Poland. 

As late as the year 1794, one Richard aes arose 
in England, and made a great out cry and noise. He 
declared himself to be a prophet, and the one, under, 
and appointed.by the Lord God to restore the Jews to 
Jerusalem. He published two books, (which had a 
most rapid sale,) which he called, «a revealed knowl- 
edge of the prophecies, and times ;” wrote, as he declares, 

“‘ under the direction and by command of the Lord God, 
and published by his command, for the benefit of all 
nations on earth, containing great_ and. remarkable 
things,” (which - is true enough, bu Id have been 
more so, if they had all turned out e true things,) 
and which he declared would terminate in the restora- _ 
tion of the Hebrews to Jerusalem, and the commence- — 
ment of the millennium, by the year 1798. He asserted ~ 
that he was of Jewish descent, and many others, that 
were not considered so. ‘There were many that be- 
lieved in his predictions, though but very few Jews, as 

~ they had been so often disappointed before. - 

Several of the English nation wrote in his vindication, 
and endeavoured to prove that he was a true prophet, 
particularly Nathaniel Brassey Halhed, Esqr. member 
of Parliament; whom Brothers had informed that he was 
descended vor the ancient Hebrews, of the tribe Of. 
Judah. And several also wrote and published to show ae 
that Brothers was a false prophet, particularly the cele- ee 
brated Dr. George Horne. Time has decided the con- _ 
troversy, as all the great things of which he prophesied, 
were to be accomplished within four years, If id 
have set the limits forty years it would still have r )- 

ed undecided. And no doubt but that many w would: 
have believed. “ 

Tris true that eo has of his prophecies respecting the 
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Pagkust finglogl” ‘ one 
ered several a to > we 
house of commons respecting Brothers and his prophe- 
cies, one on the 31st of March 1795, and. another 21 
April same year. 
_ _Healso laid Brothers’ prophecies before the inase of 
parliament, for their examination and consideration, but 
little notice was taken of them. » 

About 1650, three hundred Rabhins and a multitude 
of other. Jews assembled in the plains of Ageda, in 
Hungary, and had a serious dispute whether. the Mes- 
siah was come ? And whether Jesus of Nazareth was - 
he? <‘¢ Many seemed,” says a writer, “to be in a fair 

(now we meet with that which is enough 
ind no wonder,) but: the Popish doc- 
cir mad extolling of the Papal power, 
the adoration of the Virgin Mary, and other saints pre- 
vented it ; and strengthened their prejudice against the 
christian faith.” They never will believe till the right 
time comes, and then something must be offered to in- 
duce them, more substantial and powerful, than.the ar- 
guments and reasoning of those who profess to believe 
ina Messiah, but by their work deny him. Cee 
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CHAPTER: a= 
Of the Jews in America ; the West Indies, and the 


United States. The Jews vindicated from calumnies. 
And why despised and hated. 






Tux inhabitants of that part, of America which be- 
~ longed to France, in their severity to the Jews, imita- 
ted the conduct of the parent country. In 1605, an 
edict was passed against the Jews, and the French of- 
ficers were commanded to expel them from the ‘Ameri- 
can colonies; and they were commanded to depart 
within three months, under the penalty of de contiora- 
tion of their ies 
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An the | sar 1639, David Nasci, a Portuguese Jew, 
a native of Brazil, obtained per 





| nati Brazil | permission from the West- 
India Company in Holland, to form a colony in the 
Island of Cayenne, in South America. His brethren, 
‘the Jews, who accompanied hima, were to be allowed 
the full enjoyment of every civil and.religious privilege, 
on condition that they should grant the same without 
reserve to all who might choose to be their fellow colo- 
nists, or wish to reside in the same place. /Onthe con- __ 
quest .of this Island by the French in 1664, Nasci and 
his followers went from thence to Surinam, where they 
were allowed full liberty of conscience respecting their 
religion, and many civil righits. Poe 
Thus being secured in the advantages resulting from 
liberty, the Jews soon became a numerous and flourish- 
ing people.. In 1689, they possessed y plantations, 
and a large uumber of slaves. 1 say that they 
have. always been useful citizens; disposed to make 
‘every exertion, and to do all ‘they could, for the wel- 
fare of the. community; and have often borne more — 
than their part of public burthens;—-all of which ap- — 
ears to be correct. They inereased in number and © 
~ wealth, and in 1760, one hundred sugar plantations d 
were possessed by individuals of their society. raat 
In Paramaribo, the Dutch Calvinists, Lutherans, 
Moravians, and Roman Catholics, had their several 
churches and chapels, and the Portuguese and German 
Jews their synagogues. It is said that no where is the 
peace of society less disturbed by religious opinions, — 
than in Surinam. Persons who diffee the most in re- _ 
ligious opinions, live in intimate connection and frist 
ship. Itis probable they care but little about religion, : 
and therefore-don’t quarrel aboutit. For it has been — 
the most zealous among all people, who not having, — 
at the same time, the spirit of religion, or a good spirit, 
that have quarrelled most about it; and all according 
‘te the power possessed have persecuted. 
_'The greatest check to the prosperity of Surinam, has | 
- arisen from the inhabitants being expased to the inva-_. 
‘a 17* rein : 2 pce oi 
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sion, and — edations of the Maroons, See 
negroes, who have become collected,in several bands, 
in the almost impenetrable parts of the woods, or wil- 
derness, and who are, or were, the most ungovernable 
~ and cruel enemies to the colonies. The Jewish militia 
have often suppressed them, by which the colony have 
not received so much injury from them. Jews and the 
professed christians unite together for the purpose of 
encouraging literature. — __ 

‘There are Jews in several of the West-India islands. 
{n Jamaica, though the government was comparatively 
mild, they suffered some oppression ; but not so as to 
hinder their increase. ‘They were permitted to build 
synagogues, and allowed to practice their religion ac- 
cording to their.own faith. Their knowledge of several 
languages, a acquaintance with their brethren in 
the Spani d other West-India islands, assisted 
greatly to extend their trade, and increase the wealth 
of the island. They are protected equally with other 
subjects. A few Jewish families reside in Savannah in 

_ Georgia, who sometimes assemble for religious pur- - 
poses. . 

In Charleston, South Carolina, there is a large so- 
ciety of Jews. ‘Their whole number at present may be 
nearly eight hundred. Most of them have been born 
here, and are mostly descendants of German and Por- 
tuguese emigrants, who, to avoid the persecution and 
oppression in Europe, came here in about the year 
1750. They have in general been industrious, and 
good members of society ; and I may add, they in gen- 
eral have been the same in almost every country, when 
not oppressed and persecuted. 

The Jews in Charleston have equal literary advanta- 
ges, with the other inhabitants. There are among 
them many men of talents and learning ; their children 
in general are weil educated. As they are here not 
compelled, as they have been in other countries to wear 
a disgraceful badge of distinction, thereisno difference 
‘in their appearance, either in dress or address from 
















other citizens? They are — and respected | as they 


should be, (and. as they should always have been,) soine | 


have ‘been members of the ‘state legislature. - 


The ‘institutions which they have established, aie” 


chiefly religious and charitable. It is said that, they 
have among themselves societies, with good tules, for 
the relief of strangers, and for attending the sick,* and 
for the burial of the dead. ‘The mode ‘modern society, is 
an institution for the relief of orphans. — Itseapital was a 
_ few years ago ten thousand dollars, and yearly i increasing, 

There-are upwards, of thirty J ewish families in Rich- 
mond, Virginia, who not long since built a synagogue. 
It is Supposed there are about one hundred in ‘different 
parts of ‘the state. 

In Philadelphia there oare about forty families of 
Jews, and have two synagogues. ‘There are between 


one and two hundred in the state of Pennsylvania, who — 


occasionally attend the svnagogues in Philadelphia. 
Until the Rev volution, the Jews were excluded from a 
share in the gevernment, they continued under this dis- 
advantage until the new constitutions gave them, and 
all people, of whatever nation or religion, unlimited 
liberty of conscience, and all civil rights and privileges. 
In New-York there are about sixty families. They 


have long had'one synagogue. They form the con- 


gregation, called, Sherith Israel, which is incorporated 


by the state. There were some Jewish families here so. 


long ago, as when the city was owned by the Dutch.— 


The Jews had the richt of soil under the Dutch gov-- 





ernment, and the English never attempted to deprive 
them of it: on the contrary, they granted letters pa- 


tent, inthe time of queen Aan, to several Jewish fami- 


lies ; who had arrived in London from F rance, among 


the religious sect called Hugonots, to settle in oo 
America. 


“TT wasa stranger and ye took me in, I was sick. ind ye visited me.’— 
Matt. xxv_ 36, 37. Who are the best, those who do not believe that 
Christ wag the Messiah—the Saviour of the world, nevertheless do as 
he said, or those who do believe and do not ? 
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‘There are but few Jews in the eastern states. For 
many years past, they have had a synagogue at New- 
port, Rhode Island, among the few who settled there.— 
* Some have been distinguished for the respectability. of — 
their characters, Judah Monis, who professed to be a 
_ convert to christianity, was admitted a publick teacher 
at Harvard University. He died in 1764, aged 81 
years. j 
‘fo the credit of the United States, it is probably, 
the only country in the world, in which the Jews have 
not been persecuted ; but have on the contrary, with a 
few exceptions, been encouraged and indulged in every 
right of citizens. In all the United States, except Mas- 
sachusetts and Maryland, they are allowed to hold offi 
ces in government. Here they have at last found an 
asylum, where they may openly worship the God of 
their fathers, and observe all the ordinances of their 
law, without fear or molestation. Equal protection is 
here secured, by the constitution of the country, to the 
Jew as well as the christian, to the Mahometan, or to 
the adorer of Brama. Each may discuss their reli- 
gious opinions in perfect security, and publish them to 
the world without any one daring to make them afraid. 
After all the sufferings and persecutions of. the Jews, 
- since their first dispersion, and the various ways that 
hundreds of thousands have been cruelly destroyed ; it 
is. calculated that there are now upwards of three mil- 
lions inthe world. (Some reckon double that num- 
ber.) One of which resides in the Turkish empire ; 
‘and in Persia, China, India, on the east and west of 
the Ganges, or Tartary, three hundred thousand. And 
in the west of Europe and Africa, and the West Indies 
and South America,* one milion seven hundred thous- 
and, in all which places their condition is much more 
tolerable or easy, than it has been, as we have seen, in 
times past. And there are, as stated by a late Jewish 


Sia is believed by some writers, who have travelled in the intesior oft — 
America, that there are those called Indians of Jewish descent. 
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writer, ‘upwards of three. thousand in. Ghee United 
States,” and he says “ that number is daily increasing, 
and. also’ in wealth and i importance, and that their confi- - 
dence is placed in the infinite power of Jehovah, who. 
can turn the hearts of men to the true worship, when its) 
pleaseth: him, and who will accomplish this in his own 
time, without regard to the puny and presumptious ef- 
forts of mortals, who vainly think that they are capable 
of giving an impulse to the Almighty, and of hastening 
the fulfilment of his eternal decrees.” 

Thuswe have seen the history of the Jews throughout 
their dispersion, down to the present day. . And not- 
withstanding all. their sufferings, on account of their 
unbelief, andthe various means that have been used 
from time to time, to induce them to believe that Christ 
was the promised Messiah, they still remain Jews in the 
same unbelief as_at first. It isreally very extraordinary 
that so many thousands of almost all nations should be- 
lieve and yet so few Jews. The above quoted writer, 
in refering to the many societies formed and means used 
in Europe, during the last 1800 years for their con- 
version, gives an account of an association established 
in London, only a few years ago, for the pREpose of. 2 
— “ converting the Jews to the christian faith.” He says, 
“all that power, that titled names, that wealth, that 
unbounded zeal were capable of effecting, were unceas- 
ingly employed in endeavouring to give stability to this 
institution. . Princes became its pastors, nobles poured 
their wealth into the laps of those chosen to announce 
the “ glad tidings to the lost, degraded remnant of Is- 
rael,” Every method which human ingenuity could ~ 
invent, or that the clergy could devise, was resorted to 
in order to accomplish this mighty project. But after _ 

upwards of three hundred thousand dollars had been — 
expended i in these efforts, to convert. the Jews to the 
christian faith, it was discovered that not one sincere 
worshipper of Jehovah, had abandoned their ancient 
law ; and that there tewihined as the fruat of the la- 
bours and vast expenditures of the socleny: only four 
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eld helpless women, which necessity uxu made cu. - 

and who would become worshippers of Mahomet to- 
_ morrow, if they were assured of receiving better fare,”’ 
and he further asserts, “that in the whole history of the _ 
~~ christian church, there is not one well authenticated 
stance of a descendant of Abraham ‘apostatizing from 
isinterested motives ; whereas it can be shewn that 
several unquestionable instances of individuals brought 
up in the christian faith; becoming converts to Judaism. 
The celebrated Rottangel, professor of the oriental lan- 
guages at Koenisberg, embraced the “law of Moses in 
the 17th century. In the year 1632, a minister of the 
christian faith, named Antony was burnt for becoming 
a-proselyte to the Jewish religion. And Rabbi Isaac 
Gar, high priest of the synagogue at Amsterdam was 
bred a catholic priest.” 











- No doubt but that. there were many sincere Jewish = 


converts to the christian faith in the first ages of the 
church, when it was by their own free choice. Com- 
pulsion never made a sincere convert to any thing. 
Since the degeneracy of the christian church, the con- 
duct of the professed christians has been such towards 
the Jews, that it has been enough to make them have 
an antipathy and hatred against the christian religion, 
which it is certain they would not have had if the pro-- 
fessed christians had been kind to them, and their con- 
duct had corresponded with the example and ‘precepts 
of Christ. So far then from their hating christianity, 
and being hypocrites, in making a profession of it to 
avoid suffering, there would, no doubt, have been thou- 
‘sands of sincere converts. Indeed it is not improba- 
ble, but that nearly the whole Jewish nation would have 
been believers ; but it seems as if it was not so to be. 
In reviewing the horrible calamities which the Jews 
have been compelled to endure, an account of the hatred 
that almost all nations have had against them, an en- 
quiry will naturally arisein the minds of many, why has 
it been so? What ts the cause of their having been so ha- 
ted and despised ? and there is something of it, yet, and — 


we. 


est 


oe on 





even in atcaicag a Jew with many is considered | se” 
rior to almost every other class of people. A law ex-— ae 
ists. in Maryland and Massachusetts, or did afew years” 
>, which prohibits the Jews from holding offices ir 
es, and declared unfit to be the re- 
presentatives of the people. ‘* An effort was made in the. 
legislative assembly of Maryland to expunge this law, - 
but this. was defeated by a large majority of votes, which i 
shows beyond all doubt, that however liberal the funda- _ 
mental principles of the constitution may be, which. 
says, ‘ that every citizen shali be held eligible to fill 
public offices, without regard to his religious opinions, eae ‘2 
yet there are men even in this country who continue to 
persecute, or at least degrade this unfortunate people. ° 
‘A member from Dorches ice, who voted against the bill 
in the Maryland legislature, stated, that he “did not 
think it proper or expedient to grant the rights and pri- 
vileges which we enjoy, to a sect of people, who do not 
associate with us, and who do not even eat at our ta- 
ples.” According to this sapient representative of free- 
men, the Jews are to be held in a state of vassalage and 
degradation, so as to render them unfit to associate with 
their masters; and for this unfitness they are to be i 
punished by being for ever kept in that degraded state. 
Another of these representatives, objected to the bill, 
because as he said, ‘‘ it would encourage the Jews io 
come and dwell among us.” Just as it was said, and as - 
we have read, under tyrannical governments formerly. % 
- But why should the people of Maryland or any othe 
ole object to having Jews dwell among them?” what 
do they do? who do “they injure? It is not for crimes cae 
that they should be degraded or despised. Wenever 
hear of theft, highway raphe ry, or murder committed by 
.a dew. The writer has never heard of a Jew bein, 
ecuted for any crimes in this country. Sees ae 
‘“‘ In England and Holland, where numerous hodiecok 
Jews are settled, im consequence of more: religious lib- 
erty being granted there than in other European states, 
vey ey Jews have ever been charged with crimes con- 
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rary to law, or dearaging to human nature.“ Scarce- 
says the author of the Letters of certain Jews,) can 

e instance be given of a Portuguese Jew, executed at 
\msterdam, or the Hague during two centuries.” Can _ 
ch be said of the professed christians in any coun- 
of the world? In the United States where thecrim- 
de is less sanguinary than it is in any othernation, 
not frequently see, or hear of persons put to 

r the most atrocious crimes, but these men are 
s, but prefessing to be christians. Let the com- 
parison be drawn in reference‘to any other country, 

=< vand the result will be found in favour of the Jewish na- 








tion. It is, or has been, objected against the Jews, the 
+ they are an abject, degraded race; actuated by no other 
principle than that of self; disposed to over reach others 
im their commercial transactions, and,.at all times bent 
an acquiring wealth, without regard to the means em- 
ployed to obtain it. These charges have been so often 
‘reiterated; that most men credit them, without allowing 
themselves to reflect upon their truths or probability. It 

is this, as in most other cases, men generally rest cone 
tented with what they have heard, or has been taught 
_ them in their infancy, and which they have seldom or 
never heard contradicted. It is from this state of indo- 
lence that error is continued from father to son; and 
that odium which has been cast upon the Jews, still ex- 
ists. They are looked upon, even by many inthis coun- 
_ try, as a people undeserving the right of citizens, and 
who ought to be debarred all social intercourse. On 
eandid investigation, it will be found that the Jews, in 
almost evéry country are as moral and correct in their _ 
general deportment as any other people. But admitting 
‘that in some places of the world, and at certain times 
they have done very wrong,which is true, can this be a 
matter of surprise, when it is well known that they are 
deprived of all the privileges of citizens, despised, in- 
sulted, reviled, debarred, and totally unacquainted 
with any thing but want and misery—can virtue 
and honour be expected to proceed from such a soil?” 
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thy of filing important public offices, even under sove-_ 


treatment eilentased to destroy p every itnogalle feeling { r 


To cover the innocent with i ignominy, is to pave the — 


way to it. “ So many laws,’ ” says a writer,* made against 
the Jews, alway poses in them a natural worthles: 
ness; but these laws which are the fruits of hatred 
prejudice, have no other foundation but the motivewhich — 
gave rise to them. We see talents and virtue shine forth 
is the Lis paaNpierias they begin to be treated as n 
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low citizens, he becomes oe in his own esti 
.; loses sense of moral duty; and seeks to revenge — 
elf for the wrongs he suffers, by committing depre- 
tons upon society. Notwithstanding the coprectness 
‘of these principles, the above quoted writer | acquits the 
Jews of having been guilty of aggravated crimes ; “ we 
see few of them,” says he, ‘‘ commit murder, or othes bad 
crimes that call forth public vengeance.” + 

It has been seen in this history, that many sniiveneats 
have sprung from the Jewish nation, celebrated for 
their talents, and their virtues ; and who were held wor- _ 


reigns professing a different religion. ‘It is sufficient to 


state, that in this country, many proofs might be found, 


of patriotism, of talents, and of virtue among the Jews, 
who in every state, where they are not disqualified by 
the existence of religious tests, have obtained a reputa- 
tion for probity, and devotion for the public cause. 


Every where they are the champions of freedom ; and 


have uniformly stood forward in the ranks of their fel- 
low citizens when it was necessary to repel the invading 
foe. On no occasion did they ever-refuse to contribute 
to the exigencies of the state, or beset as to =e 
themselves in the hour of danger.” 

It will readily be acknowledged, that in most coun- 


# Nbbe Gregoire, in his physical, as and political reformation of 
“ae ely Page 150. t Ibid 
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tries of (Sea a the Jews have carried pemuieesces 
ele hanie arts. But 










ae a a and’ univers Pesclenge to ee 
ind, cannot be charged with sanctioning any thing 
rary to moral rectitude. - - It is the barbarous treat- 





the world, that we are to find the cause of 

ation fof rectitude. Obliged from. the 

ions to which they were subjected, frequently 

hange their place of residence, and often to s 

ylum in other countries. They. were seldom 
ted to follow those useful branches of labour, whi 
only be done successfully, where people are secure fir 
dange the mind free from terror. In the Europe ‘x 
an states, particularly in Poland, Holland, and even in 
England, ‘where the Jews enjoy comparative liberty, 
mechanics of every description are to be found, who 
are respected and esteemed for their industrions and 
sober habits. ‘In the United States of America (says 
an anonymous writer in behalf of the Jews) “ a nume- 

_ rous race is springing up to maihood. . The parents of 











these children are fully alive to the’ importance of teach- 


ing them habits of industry. Bat to induce them to 
act accordant with their feelings, every thing must be — 
put out of the way calculated to weaken .their confi- 
dence. AJ] religious distinctions tending to interrupt 
_ social intercourse ; all tests p: reciuding the free exercise 
of the rights of piniaciehs sip 3 all awe: countenancing a 
_ pr edominant ERE IO and all associations, which have 
_ other objects than the union of the whole community — 
upon the principles of perfect equality; all these must_ 
be obliterated and extinguished, before the Jew can be 
restored to soe place in society, and to his long lost 
privileges.’ Ce 
- ‘The question now returns with still more. foree, eat 
are, or have been the causes of the mutual hatred Ne 
| bee subsisted between the Jews and other nations ? = 












the’ descendants of Abraham, in almost | every : 















ns from an excellent writer 
he query.* : 
from their country, bee ont 
posture of false ‘Messiahs, co 
not ele submit toa foreign yoke; and they preserved, 
even to the seventh century, a spirit of nies 
excited hatred : against them, as being prone to rebe 
There is no religion so likely to offend the. 
those who are not its Hover as that of dl 





















ret ided: Fadedem is an afew ae carorslie e: 
nt from all OG and its singularit oom to 










ne. | Moi professes there is but one God 
tiles revolted against a religion, which sappe 
foundation of paganism. ‘hey never spake of reum-~ 
cision, the most ancient of all rites, but with a smile of — 
derision ; ; and the transition from tidicale to. contempt 
is easy. The christians consideri @the Jews as the 
_ murderers of their Saviour, too often forget the example 
_ of their founder, who, when upon, the cross, implored 
: forgiveness for his executioners. ‘The mussulmen, who, | 
argued with the sabre, included the Jews in the pro- ae 
i scriptions: of all religion different from Islamism, ress 7 
the religion of Mahomet. ) Length of time gave strength — 
to this animosity, which became hereditary. Which 
was supposed, that the Jews, irritated but too weak to. 
oppose vengeance to oppression, privately. occasioned 
public misfortunes. The vulgar adopting this idea, 
without examination, massacred them inthe most brutal 
and horrid manner. The Jews, forced to follow usu-  ~ 
rious practices, many became rich ; their riches excited 
envy, and rendered them still more odious. Such are 
the sources of the hatred which the world. has indulged. 
against the Jewish people and of the persecia winch 
_ have every where followed them. 9 














Bon. Ramsey’s Universal History vol. 1. p. 319. 
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% thay be her added, that the ‘Jews of. helene 
ners Their misfor- 











ad every ‘where 
ok cannot but conceive an Bot he to all 
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ae sanding ye jenetelly as a eieon and 
vith many conceiving that they lay under a curse ; 
é een, I don’t know, fe the principal cause of their 
ving | been more bated and despised than any other na- 
And it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not heark- 
en unto the voice of the Lord thy God,” &c. ‘ the 
these curses shall come upon thee : Cursed shalt th 
in the eity, and cursed shalt thou be in the field. —Curs 
> shalt be™ the y basket and thy store. Carsed shalt 
thou be when thou comest in, and cursed shalt thou be 
when thou goest out.” &c. “ Because of the wickedness of 
thy doings,” &c. See Deut. xxviii. 15, 20. 
When we have such clear and abundant proof of a 
people being so severely and long punished for sin, and 
“ for having forsaken the Lord,” and “ not hearkening 
unto his voice to keep his commandments: Is it not 
enough to cause all to fear, and to forsake all evil, and 
do that which is just and ‘veeht to the utmost of ‘their 
- power? For what reason can any one have to suppose, 
that one people should be so punished for sin and diso-~ 
bedience, and another or others not? And particular- _ 
ly when we are told that “ God is ne respecter of per- 
sons, but in every nation he that feareth him and work- 
eth righteousness is accepted.” But, ‘ the soul that sin- 
neth wt shall die.” consider the Jews as a standing and 
durable monument, as a beacon upon the top of a 
mountain,” by which all people may see, and take warn- 
ing of the consequences of sin, and wickedness.  AndI 
have a hope that this book, which has held them up in 
- such a conspicuous light, will not be without its use. 





















a vere preservation i 
cand destruction oft their enemies. 





Of the « 
ae ele nate’ 
THE preservation of the Jew 3 1 
their dispersions, their stifle rings, and : 
ments from place to place, du hg 1800 years 
still remaining a distinct peo: le, ‘is one of 
prodigies that can be imagined, ‘and really the — 
most signal and illustrious “cts of divine Pro: BER, 
and itis an event unparalleled i in the annals of reve y: 
_ ‘They are dispersed among all nations and yet they are 
_ not confounded with any, but still remain a distinct peo- 
” ple. The drops of rain which fall, and the great riv- 
ers which flow into the ocean, are soon mingled and 
lost into that immense body of waters, and the same in 
all human probability would have been the fate of: the 
Jews ; they would have been mingled and lost in the 
common mass of mankind; but on the contr ary the 
flow into all parts of the world, mix with all nations, 
_and keep separate from all. ‘They still live as a dis- 
tinct peop! e, and yet no where live according to their 
. own laws, no where elect their own magistrates, Their 
feasts and sacrifices are limited to one certain place, and 
that hath been for nearly 1800 years in the hands of 
others, who will not suffer them to. come thither. No 
people have continued unmixed so long as they have 
done. Not only those ‘who have sent forth colonies 
into foreign countries, but even of those who have con- 
tinued in their own country. The northern nations 
have come in swarms into the more southern’ parts. of 
Europe : but where are they now? The Gauls went 
forth in great bodies to seek their fortune in foreign | parts, 
but what traces or footsteps of them are now remaining 
any where? In France who can separate therace of ihe 
ancient Gauls from the various other people, who from 
time to time have settled there ? In Spain who can 
distinguish exactly between the first possessors the 
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- Spaniar ds and the Goths, and the Moors, who age 


ed and kept possession of the countr: 7 for some 





eir p aor ee from the eotsuey &f the world. eS ey ¥ 
may ‘not know from. what particular tribe, or family 


they have descended, but they know that they all sprung 
from the stock of Abvahinn: 


which they have undergone in almost all countries, 
would, one might think, have made them desirous to 
forget or renounce their original ; but they profess it, 
they glory init; and after so many wars, persecutions, 
and massacres, they still subsist, the nations of the earth 
have almost combined together to destroy them, and 


still they are very numerous; and what but a super- 


natural power could have preserved them im such a_ 


manner as none other nation upon earth hath | been pre- 
served. 


Basnage in his history of the Jews, says, ee we be-_ 
hold a church hated and persecuted for 1700 years, and 


yet sustaining itself, and widely extended. Kings 
have often employed the severity of edicts and the had 
of executioners to ruin it. The seditious multitudes, by 
murders and massacres, have committed outrages 
against it still more violent and tragical. Princes and 
people, Pagans, Mahometans, and christians, disagree- 
ing in so. many things, have all united to exterminate 
the Jews ; but have not been able to succeed. The bush 


of Moses, surrounded with flames ever burns, and isnever 


consumed. The Jews have been expelled at different 


times, from every part. of the world, which hath only _ 


served to spread them in allregions. From age.toage 








ears 5 


And -yet the contempt _ 
- with which they have been treated, and the hardships — 
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nd ies remains twat mh 7 

| Babylon that great city, is a 

no ‘more, nis the Briabiates: the Babylonians are only —_ 
gi dele sae name. The pe which God he ae Fie 
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elt, He seems to be: Ry a never ceasing | curse. 
Pagans, christians, and Mahometans, in a word:almost 
every nation have by turns seized and held Jerusalem. 
To the Jew only hath God refused the possession of this ’ 









tract of ground. ... y 

In all this ther@js no exaggeration: Tam cule point- 
ing out facts, and, far from having a design to raise an 
odium against he nation from its mpiseries., -It ought 
to be looked upon as one of those prodigies which we 
admire, but cannot comprehend, since in spite of evils 
so durable, and a patience so long exercised, it is pre- 
served by a particular providence. The Jews, says 
Bishop Newton, ought to be weary of expecting a Mes- 
siah, who so unkindly disappoints his vain hopes ; and 
the christian ought to have his attention and his regard 
excited towards 1 men whom God preserves for so great 
length of time, under calamities which would have been 
the total ruin of any other people.” 

‘The preservation of this extraordinary people, dur- 
ing their calamitous dispersion, exhibits the faithfulness 
of the Deity in fulfilling his gracious promise, that, 
“ when they are in the land of their enemies, he will not 
cast them away, nor destroy them utterly :” and “ T am — 
with thee, saith the Lord, to save thee; though I make 
a full end of the nations iiiather Thave dnatibyta thee, yet : 
FT will not make a full end of thee ; but will correct in, 
measure, &c.”* The care of Divine Providence is won- 
derfully displayed, in saving: the outcasts of Israel from 


* Lev. xxvi, 44 
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Saviour’s predictions respecting th 










utter extermination, while groaning under: 





‘oe ough from the destruction 
venteenth century, there are 
they have not been successively banis lle 
again expelled; yet they have never’ been banished 











_ from. one country, without finding an asylum‘in anoth- 
er. The Jews are, as foretold, dispersed over the ha- 
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_ bitable globe, being themselves the depositories. ese 


oracles, in which their unbelief and consequent suffer- 
ings are clearly predicted. Had the Jews been all con- 
verted, we should have had none but suspected witnes- 
ses; had they been all destroyed, we should have had 
10 witnesses at all. The exact accomplishment of our 
lestruction of their 
city and temples, and the calamities they have endured 
since their. dispersion, have furnished every age with 
the strongest arguments for the truth’ of the christian 
religion. One of the great designs of their being pre- 
served, and continued a distinct people, appears to be, 
that their singular destiny mifsht confirm the divine au- 
thority of the gospel, which they reject, and that they 
might strengthen the faith of others inthese sacredtrutks, — 
to which they refuse 'to yield their own consent. 
Ican hardly pass by taking some notice, how re- | 
markable the providence of God has been, in the - 
destruction of the enemies of the Jews, as wellasin — 
their preservation. The Egyptians afflicted them — 
much and detained them -in bondage many years.— 
The Assyrians carried away captive the ten tribes 
of Judah and Benjamin. The Syro-Macedonians, es- 
pecially Antiochus Epiphanes, cruelly persecuted 
them; and the Romans utterly dissolved the Jewish 
state, and dispersed the people so that they have nev- 
er been able. to recover their city and country again. 
Butwhere are now, says bishop Newton, these great and 
famous monarchs, which in their turns subdued and op- 
pressed these people? are they not vanished asa dream, 
and not only their power, but their very names lost in 
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ihe earth? The Roman empire great and powerful as 
was broken in pieces ; while the Jews are existing 
istinct people to the present day. And what a 
wonder of won and a wonder of providence is it, 
that the vanquish d should so many ages, survive the vic- 
tors, and the former be spread all over the world, while 
the latter are no more. Not only nations have been 
ae for their cruelties to the Jews, but individuals - 
who have been their persecutors and oppressors. = 
‘The first born of Pharoah was ‘destroyed, and he 
himself with his host was drowned in the sea. Most 
of those who oppressed Israel, in the days of the judg- 
es, Eglon, Jabin and Sisera, Oreb and Zeeb, and oth-. 
ers came to anuntimely end. Nebuchadnezzer wa 
stricken with madness, and the crown was soon trans 
~ fered from his family to strangers. Antiochus Epipha- 
nes died in great agonies, with ulcers and vermin issu- 
ing from him, so that the filthiness of his smell was in- 
tolerable to all his attendants, and even to himself.— 
‘Herod who was a ¢ruel tyrant to the Jews, died in the 
same miserable manner. Flaccus, who barbarously 
plundered and oppressed the Jews of Alexandria, was 
afterwards banished and slain. Caligula, who persecu- 
ted the Jews, for refusing to pay divine honours to his 



















_ statue, was murdered in the flower of his age, after a 


short and wicked reign. Bishop Newton, says, “6 that 
since the Jews have rejected the Messiah, and been no 
Jonger the peculiar people of God, there is no such 
visible manifestation of a divine interposition in their 
~ fayour”? ButI think he has made a mistake : many 
of their persecutors have come to an unhappy end. It 
cannot be expected that a blessing would attend a perse- 
cutor of any people. hi 
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CHAPTER 
Of the religious sentiments, and 5 






1 practice of the Jews, - 

* : Oe . * RR ee ee pS : pee Palas, 3 

\ and of their faith and expectations of a Messiah, to 
restore themto their long lost country. - 


_.. Tue Jews commonly reckon but thirteen articles of 
their faith. _ Maimonides, a famous Jewish, Rabbi, re- 
duced them to this number, when he drew their con- 
fession, about the end of the eleventh century ; and it 
was generally received. All the . ews are obliged to 
__five and die in the profession of these thirteen articles. 
1. That God is the creator of all things ; that he 
‘guides and supports all creatures ; that he has done 
every thing ; and that he still acts, and shall act-du- 
ring the whole eternity. ? 
2. That he is one. There is no unity like his. He 
lone hath been, is, and shall be eternally God. : 
3. That God is incorporeal, and cannot have any 
material properties ; and no corporeal essenee can be 
compared with him. — Malas oe : 
4. That God is the beginning and end of all things, 













_ and shall eternally subsist. is S = 
5. That God alone ought to be worshi pped, andnone — 
beside him to be adored. aes 
6. That whatever -has been taught by the prophets — 
is true... pos Rae ee 
7. That Moses is the father and head of all cotem- 
porary decters, and those who lived before, and shall. 
live after him. es 

8. ‘That the law was given by Moses. ree 

9. That the law shall never be aliered ; and God 
will give no other. 

10. That God knows all the thoughts and actions of 
men. aah 
11. That God will regard the works of all those 

who have performed what he commands, and punish. 
those who have transgressed his law. 


ane 





ae 





ews, since t e iestruetion of their Bi have 
| “not offered any sacrifices ; and several religious rights, 
which were enjoined upon their ancestors, cannot be 
observed since their. dispersion, on account of. their 
haying been local, and confized to the promised land. 
| 5 flies taodern \ dewst adhores still as closely to the 
| Mosai ¢ dispensation, as their: dispersed and despised con- 
‘dition will permit . ‘Their service consists chiefly 
in reading the law in their synagogues, together with a _ 
variety of prayers. ‘They repeat blessings and partic- 
ular praises to God, not only im their prayers, but on all 
accidental occasions, and in almost all their actions. — 
It isa rule among them, that‘no day must be passed _ 
‘without reading a portion of the law at home, nor any 
affair undertaken till they have implored the divin 
blessing. They are strictly forbidden all vain swear- 
ing, and pronouncing any of the names of God with- 
‘out necessity. (Very good.) They:abstain from meats 
Foe rbidden by the Levitical law ; tor whichreason, what- 
ever they eat must be dressed by those of their own na- 
tion, in a manner peculiar to themselves. As soon as. 
a child can speak, they teach him to read and translate — 
‘the Bible into the language of the country where they 
live. Ino ‘general they cbserve the same ceremonies 
which were practised by their ancestors in the celebra~ 
tion of the passover. ‘Uhey acknowledge a two fold 
law of. God, a written one, and an unwritten one. The 
former is sontaiied in the Penteteuch, or five books. ‘Of: 
Moses. The latter they pretend was delivered by God 
ie Moses, and handed down from him by oral tradi- 
tion. They deny the accomplishment of the prophe- 
cies in the person of Christ, aud assert that the Messi- 
ab is not yet come, and that he will make his appear- 






























is Dewees Fiisiory vf the Jews: 









ance with the greatest grande s 
before him, and subjecting them to the ae of Judah, 
The Jews venerate the sabbath and observe it with 


the utmost strictness. On this de y they are Sabie E. 


peas 


Radar. heya are also forbiddelln ‘to ‘disconnse on any. 
kind of business, or carrying any kind of burden, or 
riding, or going by water, or walking above a mile 
from the city or place where they reside. ‘They « are 
_ even forbidden n to inter their dead on the sabbath 3 Dut ; 
are permitted to circumcise a child because that must 
be done exactly on the eight But among 
the Jews, as among other sects, there are individuals 
ho depart from the strict rules of their religion, and 
not only so, but there are many Jews who are deists. 
~ David Levi, a learned Jew, who in 1796, published a 
‘Dissertation on the prophecies of the Old Testament,” 
(and who is the author of the letters to Dr. Priestley, 
which: are inserted in this volume.) » Observes in his 
- Dissertations, that ‘‘ deism and infidelity have made such 
large strides in the world that they have at last reached 
even to the Jewish nation: many of whom are at this 
time so greatly affected with scepticism, by reading 
Bolingbroke, Hume, Voltaire, &c. that they scarcely 
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believe in a revelation ; much less have they any pepe eS 


in their future restoration.” a 
The Jewish sabbath begins on Friday, an hour bes 
fore sun set. ‘They then leave all manner of work ; 
and, having cleaned, and dressed themselves, in bone 
our of the holy day, repair to the evening service. The 
women light a lamp, with seven cotton wicks, in remem- 
brance of the days of the week. The reason why this 
ceremony is invariably assigned to the women, is that 
their original mother, by her crime in eating the for- 
bidden fruit, first extinguished the lamp of righteous- 
ness; they are to make an atonement for that sin, by 
rekindling it, in lighting the lamp of the sabbath. 
They then spread a clean cloth upon the table, and 
set two loaves of bread upon it, baked on Iriday, and 





above it, yet descended not on 
ath "but ona Pay eee had a double per- 


they. suppose there is a Pinas tof the souls of saad 
men, where they enjoy glory in the presence of God. 
They believe that the souls of the wicked are tormented 
in hell. That some are condemned to be punished for- 
ever, though they believe that there are but few that 
suffer eternally, while others continue only for a limi-. 
ted time, and this 
ferent from hell respecting the place, but of the duratior 


vay 









They suppose no Jews, unless guilty of heresy, or — 
certain crimes specifyed by the Rabbins, shall contin- 


ue in purgatory above a year.* 
The modern Pharisees are less strict than their ax 
cestors with regard to food and other austerities of the 


y call purgatory, which is not dif. 















body. They formerly fasted the second and fifth 





day of the week, and used several mortifications. As 
to their doctrine with the Essenes, they held absolute 
predestination, and with the Sadducees, free will,— 
They believed with Pythagoras, the transmigration of 
souls; especially those who were virtuous ; “belie i 






that those who were notoriously wicked, wo ald be p e 
ished eternally. As to less crimes, they held that they 


were punished in the bodies which the souls of those 
who committed them, were next sent into. According 
to this notion it was, that Christ’s disciple asked him, 
Who did this sin, this man or his parents, that he was 
born blind 2 And when the disciples told Christ, That , 
some said he was Elias, and others Jeremiah, or one op 
the prophets ; the meaning only can be, that they 
thought he was come into the world animated with the — 
soul of Elias, Jeremiah, or some of the old LE ProPhShs 
hone haa into him. + 


‘Ockley’ 's History of the Jews. 
roughton’s Historical Library, vol. 1 & 2, 


” } : 19 


















With regard to the. ten ne 
believes they still exist Es and ¢ gives several 
reasons therefor. “ If they are not distinguishable, 
it is impossible it should be otherwise in so long a 
_eourse of ages and afflictions which they have passed 
“through. In fine, if we would seek out the remains of 
the ten tribes, we must do it near the Euphrates, i in Per- 
sia, and in the neighbouring provinces.’ = 
Although the Jews profess to know nothing certain 
as to the real pla ice of abode of the ten tribes : yet 
they say, that they are lost only in name, and that they 
will be restored together with Judah and Benjamin ; 
_and likewise all those who have embraced christianity, 
~ or Mahometanism, will then returh to the religion of 
their fathers ; that their nation, thus restored and uni- 
ted, shall never again go into captivity, nor never be 
subjected to any power ; but on the contrary, they be- 
eve that all the nations on earth shall therefore be un- 
der their dominion ; Judea will then become fruitful as 
formerly ; ; Jerusalem will be built on its ancient ground, 
and the real.descendants of the priests and Levites, will 
_-be reinstated in their respective offices, although they 
may have been forced to apostatize. Then likewise 
will be restored the spirit of prophecy, the ark and — 
eherubim, fire from heaven, &c. the same as their fathers — 
enjoined in the tabernacle, i in the wilderness, and in So- . 
Jomon’s temple. Such is the expectation of the Jews 
in regard to the Messiah, and his kingdom, which they 
still assert to be not of a spiritual, but of a temporal 
nature. ; 
The expectation of the promised Messiah, is the lead- 
ing tenet, and distinguishing feature in the religion of 
the modern Jews. Transported with the idea of a 
temporal Messiah and deliverer, who is to subdue the 
world, and reinstate them in their own land, the Jews 
still wait for his appearance, but they have neither fixed 
the place where, nor the time when he is to come.—= 
They discourage all attempts at calculations, on the 
seventy weeks of Daniel, which fix the peed for the 
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n ; e ie. They say that ey - 
wish to make no proselytes to their ‘religion, nor to 
be disturbed with the ee of others to draw them 


They believe the Me siah wheel ‘he comes will ie af 
the tribe of Judah, the lineal descendant of David, and 
be called by his name ; his special mission is to restore 
the dispersed sheep of Israel, plant them safely in their 
own land; subdue their enemies. thereby bring 
tletwvorld: to the knowledge of the one true God, and 
introduce universal peace and happiness that shall e- 
ver more be interrupted. oe 

His coming and their restoration have not yet tale” 
place, they say, ‘‘ because they are still unworthy of 
being redeemed, and have not repented, or have not yet 
received the tull measure of their punishment.” And the} 
will not ownthatany of their punishment hasbeen o . 
‘count of havingcrucifyed Jesus Christ. And iy also 
deny that their forefathers crucified him. 

A late Jewish writer says, “ The power of life and 
death was not atthat time in their hands, butin the hands : 
of the Romans. It was a Roman governor, acting i L 
the name of the emperor, who presided as judge, an 
condemned Jesus to death.” ‘True, but it was the Jews, 
who in a manner forced him so to ‘do. The governor 
_ was very unwilling to do it: but nothing would satisfy 
them short of his death, they cried “crucify him, cru- 
cify him,” and the cowardly Pilate, through their 
clamours, and, fearimg worse consequences from their 
rage, he yielded. But I willgo on a little further, with — 
my Jewish writer, which some readers may be pleased 
to see what the Jews have to say in their own vindi- 
cation. ‘ Even the writings of the christians, no where. 

_ state that he was crucified by a sentence of the Jewish 
' Sanhedrim.” # 

The Rabbi, Orobio, of whom a christian writer* 

said, “that he was.the most learned, and the most il- 





















* Limboreb. 










upon this sobicct 
; pprobation of our 


euld f ¢ sah the true Messiah, since oe pro- | 

_ phets Expres, say, that the Messiah should come to 
cleanse Israel from all sin ; that he would not ore: a 

single stain in all Israel. rit 

-rible sin, and ab able pollution, as well as the most 

palpable contr ion, that God should send his Mes- 

siah to be cru _ When it is repeatedly declared 
by the propheis, that he should reign, and that all na- 
tions should serve and obey him, and that there should 
universal peace. I could easily multiply passages 

: mm our sacred books, as to the character and coming 

of the Messiah, that the Messiah of the christians could 
never. De the personage pointed out by the prophets.” 

dow,” says a late writer, “‘ can a man in his senses, 

n the Immanuel, announced by Isaiah, the Messiah, 

ose name is Jesus How discover, in an ‘obscure 

‘and crucified Jew, a leader who shall govern Israel? 

How see a royal deliwerens and restorer of the Jews, in 
one, who, sv far from delivering his nation, suffered 
uimself to be crucified ; and after whose coming the 
land was desolated by the Romans? A man must be. 

_ sharp sighted indeed, to find the Mes..ah in such a per- 

- sonage. 

_ * When our deliverer shall come to break our fies 
the earth shall tremble at. his presence, and kings shall 
fall down at his feet. He shall overcome all obstacles, 
and Zion shallbe restored, and become more flourishing 
than of old. Happy, happy shall the Jews who shall 

“then, enjoy the light of the sun; they shall. see im one 

day more mitacles than have “hitherto been wrought 
since the creation of the world. They shall contem- 
plate the face of the most august Aleasieh resplendant 
with glory.”* 





















-*Itis little matter how outwardly resplendent, and glorious. To: be- 
come a holy people, holy in heart, they must be a spiritual people, 
or pure in heart to effect this, it requires a Messiah, that can be felt in- 
wardly, or his power, operating on the heart. It is such a Messiah 
they must have, if ever they become a holy people, 


e of our nation, obse oe 
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Il the Jews who are in 





in Hi several ‘kingdoms of Suibpes were wiaeunied ar 
one country, I doubt vhether. there would be a more 
mighty nation on oan This oe one oS Rapper: 






‘ * of Jerusalem 
) oly s Benple again 






‘e Let es see lis lonieins then Zo on to boast: er 
prosperity, and to upbraid us with our misfortunes,— 
He who hath brought us into this slavery, and made us 
stoop tothe yoke of these nations, can deliver us when 
he Bee ol 








wing to the commission of any one oa 5 in, 
but to our manifold transgressions against the laws of 
our Ged, and to the pestlede spirit of those among us, 





lowing after false Messiah’s, excited the indigna 
the Romans. Any one possessing common observa : 
and living at the time of these turbulent, and rebellious 
beings, might: easily foresee, and foretell the consequen- 
ces without requiring the spirit of prophecy. The acts 
of the apostles without refering to any other authority, 
afford sufficient proof, that immediately preceding the 
destruction of our temple, multitudes were led astray 
by unprincipled pretenders.” Before these dae ee 


* I can’t see what need there will be for walls, (which are solel ete 

defence,) if there is to be universal peace, and nations war no more.— 
And the prophet Ezekiel speaking of that day, says, “that all of them 
will dwell safely, without walls, and having neither bars nor gates.”-— 
axxvili 11.) And (Zech. ii. 4,5.) says, « Jerusalem shall be inhabited 
without walls.’’—* For I, saith the Lord, will be unto her a-wall of fire 
round about, and will bethe glory in the midst of her.’ And { thin ‘the 
scriptures no where state that Jerusalem, or any other, cities, in that 
day, will be enclosed with walls as formerly. te 
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: ‘ e somebody, to whom a 
. ae of men mhout 400, 7 themselves. After this 
‘man, rose up Judas of Cililee, cand drew away much 
people after him. A certain man called, Simon, which 
_ before time in the same city, ‘used sorcery, and bewitched 
the people of Samaria, giving ot that himself was some 
great one, to whom they all gave heed, from the least to 
the greatest, saying ths man is the great power of God. 
Add to this the t ony of Josephus, who states, that 
Judas of Galil ad got together 30, 000 of those in- 
fatuated men, who committed great ravages, and actt- 
ally threatened the stability of the Roman empire.— 
Let any one then say, whether there was not Ssuficient 
on to Justify the punishment inflicted on our nation,’ 
(no, by no- means,) “ without seeking a cause for this, 
as the christians have ‘done, in the death of their pre- 
‘ ended Messiah. If these men would allow themselves 
think rationally, they would soon perceive, that if 
a y persons deserved chastisement for delivering up 
Jesus to be put to death, it was the Romans, in whem 
alone the power was vested, and not our people, who 
could not of themselves, have touched a hair of his 
” But it appears they did, and placed a crown — 
horns upon it, and cryed, crucify him, er ue him. . 
ney were altogether to blame. 

Further reasons which the Jews assign for not HE 
lieving that Christ was the true Messiah, will be seen in 
the letters, in the latter part of this volume, written by 
one of the latest and most distinguished writers of the. 
- Jewishnation. In another work which he has written, 

_ speaking of. those among his brethren, who in all ages 
shave professed christianity, observes, that “they ue 
not acted voluntarily, but of compulsion, as in Spain 
and Portugal, or from interested motives ; that not- 
_withstanding they seemed to apostatise, and pretended 
to embrace christianity, yet in their hearts they secretly 
adhered to the true faith and law of Moses, and such 
are at this day called, among us, the compelled, because 
they act by compulsion ; pat as soon as they can, by. 

































ae hae intetested’ motives.’ 

Ramsey in his Universal ee says, it is ac- 
knowledged that there have been multitudes of dissem- 
bling Jews, particularly in Spain and Portugal. But 

still there have been doubtless a num mber, who have pro- 
fessed the christian religion from a "real conviction of 
its truth, A few may be mentioned of a late period. 

About the year 1763, Solomon Dutch, a learned 

Rabbi, in Germany, renounced Judaism. Deaae sev- 

en years, his mind had been perplexed with doubt re- 

specting religion ; but at length, the iifficulties which 

embarrassed him were removed, ‘nd ie openly profes- 
sed himself a disciple of Christ, and become a zealo is, 
preacher of the Gospel. pone 
-{n 1797, Juan Joseph Heydeck, a Rone Jowisly 
convert in Spain, published at Madrid, a work entitled, 
“ K Defence of he Christian Religion,” in 4 tines 
quarto. 

Mr. Lapidoth, a wealthy and respectable ‘Jey 
Holland, in early life entertained doubts respectin 
~ Jewish religion ; ; and having secretly procured a New- _ 
Testament, and continued his researches, and after va- 
rious per plexities, he become tesivinced and openly — 
professed christianity.”* 

It should not be ‘omitted, to mention, what is very 
commendable and praise worthy in the Jews. Phew 
charity to the poor of their own society and nation eae 
very great, A Jewnever suffers for any thing, if it is 
in the power of his brethren to help him. , Also their 
care to settle their differences, in civil concerns amicably 
among themselves, is worthy of immitation. © 

Their having been so long persecuted and despised, 
and being in the midst of strangers, has united them to- 
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-* Evangelical Magazine. 





“CHAPTER 2 XXIV, 


of the fulfilont op the bedenene of Moses, ae other 
_ prophecies, relating to the dispersion and sufferings of 
the Jews. Being a Eines of the foregoing 
~ Nstory. 


Ir has been mentioned heretofore that some notice 
would be taken of the 28 chapter of Deut. If the 
reader will co: ‘it with the foregoing history, he 
will see how all things that have befell the Jews, 

re ow epely all things prophecied of 
And although the events are 









nd as a writer says, “ this eect to bene cor- 
“miniature picture of the leading features in their 
, drawn by the pencil of inspiration. . The de- 
out must feel an augmented veneration for the serip- 
tures, while they observe the complete agreement of 
ancient prophecies, with events which transpired more 
than 2,000 years after, Scepticism must be confound- 
_ed by seeing the history of succeeding ages so accurate- 
ly delineated in predictions uttered so long before the 
events transpired.” 

Among the many predictions i in which this argument 
is strikingly evident, and which qesnnes to be particu- 
larly noticed, are the following : 

Verse 49. “ The Lord shall bring a nation. against 
thee from far, as swift as the eagle fliieth, a nation whose 
tongue thou shalt not understand.” ‘This description 
cannot be applied to any nation with so much propriety 
as tothe Romans. ‘They truly were brought sa far. 









conquest, might well be eae to: i and ses ' — 
ably not without an illusion to the standard of the Ro- 
man armies, which was an eagle ; and their language 
was unknown to the Jews. “The enemies of the Jews 
are further described in the next verse. “4 nation of 
fierce countenance, which shall not res the person of the 
old, nor shew favour to the young.” And how often 
have we read in the preceding history, of the Romans | 
destroying the infant with the aged. Verse 51. “And 
he shall besiege thee in all thy gates, until thy high and 
fenced walls come down, wherein thou trusted, throughout 
all thy land.” We have seen how the ‘Romans demol- 
ished and destroyed several fortifiec laces, before they 
besieged Jerusalem, and then demolished the walls 
around it. ‘The Jews may very truly be said ‘to h 
trusted in their * high and fenced walls,” for they se 
ventured a battle in the open field. They. confided in 
- the ‘strength and situation of Jerusalem, as the Jubu sites, 
the former inhabitants of the place had done before 
‘them, insomuch that they are represented as sa ing, 
‘who shall come down against us? or who 
-enter into our habitations.” 
It was expressly foretold that even a "deka wo- 
man should eat her own child. (The particular ac- 
count of this transaction, is given in page 69.) One 
svould have thought, that such scenes of distress as 
these people have passed through, par ticularly of a 
tender mother killing and eating of her own child, 
would not have been thought of, or have entered the 
mind of any person, much less that any one could have 
foreseen and foretald it. Moses had foretold the same 
thing before. Levit. xxi. 29. and repeats it in Deut, 
xxvili. 56,57. “ The tender and delicate woman among 
you, who ‘would not adventure to set the sole of her foot 
on the ground for delicateness and tenderness, shall eat 
her children fore want of all things, — in the siege, 

























iy ates foe oye ite she ated do it secret- 
2 : aad it was so done, when she had boiled and eat 
one half, she. ed up the rest, and kept it for anoth- 
er time. So actly hath this prophecy been fulfilled.” 
Verse 62. It is said, “ And ye shall be left few in 
number, whereas ye were as the stars of heaven for multi- 
tudes.” What vast numbers there was destroyed in 
the last siege of Jerusalem and in Judea by sword and 
famine ; (that to those who have read the foregoing his- 
tory, nothing need be said to show how exactly and re- 
peatedly the following text was fulfilled. ‘* nd thy car- 
easses shall meet unto the fowl of the air, and unto the 
beasts of the earth, and no man shall fray them away.) 
Besides the a i a that have been destroyed from 
rious times ee opee since. In- 
















ed to so many massacres ait rereed ous! If God 
had not given them a promise of a numerous Roper 
ty, the whole race would have been extir pated, 
Verse 68. ‘“ And.the Lord shall bring thee into Egypt 
again. with ship : - and there ye. shall be sold, unte your 
emies, for bondmen and bondwomen ; and no man shalé 
buy you.” That is, there were so many sold, there was 
‘no man to buy, or who wanted to purchase any more, 
They had once come out of Egypt triumphant, but 
they should return thither as slaves. They had walked 
through the sea on dry land, at their coming out, but 
now they should be carr jad thither in ships. It is 
‘probable they were carried in the ship of the Tyrian 
-or Sidonian merchants, or by the Romans, who had a 
fleet in the Mediterranean : and this was a much quick- 
er way of conveying so many prisoners, than to convey 
them four hundred miles by land. When Jerusalem 
was taken by Titus, of the captives who were above 
17 years, he’sent many bound to the works in Egypt; 
those under 17 years were sold : but so little care was 
taken of these captives, that 11,000 of them mostly 
perished ea the want of provision. ‘The markets 
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Lapith, them, S that th 
Idren at the lowest prices, there be- 
y to bi sae, few purchasers, 5 SO that hereby PE 
was verifyed that of the Psalmist. (xliv. 12. ye Theis 
sellest thy people for naught, and takest no money for 
them.” And we learn from St. Jerome, that after their 
last overthrow by Adrian, many thousands of them were 
sold, and those who could not be sold, were transported 
into Egypt, and many perished by shipwreck and some 
by famine, and others massacred by the inhabitants. 

Their former captivities were very short in compari- 
son ; and then they had prophets among them, as Eze- 
kiel, Daniel and, some others, who prophecied an end 
to their captivity, and were a consolation to them. But 
now, nor since oe dispersion they have had no true 
prophet to foretell an end of alamities, but 
plenty of false Messiah’s to delude em, and aggravate 
their misfortunes. In their former captivities, they had _ 
the comfort of all being conveyed to the same place, ~ 
and of being together, and thereby being some conso- | 
Jation to one another. ‘They dwelt together in the land 
of Goshen, they were carried together in Babylon si 
but now they are dispersed all over the earth. What | 
nation hath suffered such plagues and of so long contin- 
uance? and still remain a distinct people. Indeed but 
very few nations hath subsisted asa distinct people ir in 
their own country, so long as these have done in their 
dispersion into all countries? ‘ Whata standing mira- 
cle,” says Bishop Newton “ is this, exhibited to the 
view and observation of the whole world ?” 

Nothing ever come to pass more correct than the fol- 
lowing : : “ Thou shalt. be spoiled and oppressed ever- 
more.” How many instances have we read of, of the 
cruel oppression and_ pillage that this people have suf- 
fered, in England, France, Germany and Spain, and. 
other. places ; they have been continually subjected to 
heavy fines, ‘and impositions. In different countries 
they have been forced to redeem their lives. -by vast 
sums extorted from them! Did sovereigns: want pecu- 
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ni % Ey 
compelled to give up yaes rick es. “A oa was 
3 generally : a prelude to a plunder, : as we have seen in 
various parts of Europe. When banished from Eng- 
: land, in the reign of Edward, their estates which er 
, confiscated brought immense sums to the crown.* 
When Philip Augustus expelled them from France, ie 
confiscated their estates ; yet he soon after recalled 
this oppressed people, to fleece. them again.t They 
have almost every where paid for liberty to exist. 

“ Thy sons and thy daughters shall be given unto anoth- 
er people.” How exactly has this prophecy been ful- 
filled in several countries, especially in Spain and Por- 
tugal. Inthe former of these kingdoms, the council of 
Toledo decreed 2 children of the Jews should 





be taken from th educated in the christian faith ; 
when they were expelled, all under fourteen years of 
age, were forcibly detained to be baptized. (How 
hard this must have been.) In the frenzy and despair 
. of the afflicted parents, at the parting of their children, © 
‘we: contemplate the negomplishinent of another pro- 
phetic. denunciation. — 
«© Thou shalt be mad for ihe sight of ‘thine eyes, 
hey shall see.” And into what madness, fury, 
esperation, have they not been excited, by the 
cruel extortions and oppressions which they have un- 
dergone. And what madness it was, when the Jews 
took. refuge in the castle of Massada,t when being 
closely besieged by the Romans, they at the persuasion 
of Eleazar their leader, first killed their wives, and chil- 
dren: then ten men were ‘chosen by lot toslay the rest; this 
being done, one of the ten was chosen in like manner to 
kill the other nine, which as soon as executed, he set 
_ fire to the place, then stabbed himself. There were 960 
who perished in this miserable manner, and only two 
women and five boys escaped by hiding themselves. 


















-* page 143, 144,‘ page 149. i gape 85. 
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Sack eat hés instance of wadness aba dexyperation 
happened | the reign of Richard, when 500, put to. 
death their'v ives and children, and then ae royed them~ 
selves.* | : ee 

And what madness when led by a fal; 2 prophet, upon — 
the topiof a precipice, and by his order flung themselves 
into the sea. And several other instances are recorded, — 
by which the prediction was completely fulfilled. + 

After mentioning the oppression and barbarous cru- 
elty the Jews were compelled to endure, and the mad- 
ness subsequent upon their extreme sufferings, Moses 
further declares, (verse 37,) “Thou shalt become an 
astomshment, a proverb, and a by-word among all na- 
tions, weather the Lord shall lead thee.” How exactly 
.has this prophecy been fulfilled upon this unhappy race, 
who have been a by-word ever since their dispersion ! 
In various countries of the east, as well as in Europe, 
they have been subjected to disgraceful distinctions, 
and condemned to wear outwardly the badges of their 
' abject state, and every where exposed to the insults of 

the vilest. populace; and, in several parts of Europe, 

subjected to the same toil with those animals which they 
-abhor. | Professed christians, Mahometans and Pagans, 
however much they may disagree in other po 
generally agree. in abusing, villifying, and perse 
them. In most places where they are tolerated, they 
are obliged to live in a separate quarter by themselves, 
-and to wear some badge of distinction. Their very — 
countenances commonly distinguishes them from the 
rest of mankind. They are in all respects treated as 
if they were of another species. And when a great 
master of nature would draw a portrait of a Jew, what | 

a detestable character hath he represented, in the per- — 

son of his Jew of Venice ? 

The sacred writer proceeds in delineating nities of 
their miseries, and declares, “ The Lord will make’ thy 
plegnes wonder, Hag and the plagtes of er seed, and even 
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great plagues and of long continuance.” And the ca- 
lamities they have endured, have been the greatest the 

world ever witnessed of any other people. Ever since 

Eihe destruction of Jeruszlem, their city and temple, 

_ they have been outcasts from society, subsisting amidst 

"enemies who have tried every way to destroy them.— 
“‘ For 1800 years the nations of the earth having been 

treading under feet, the remains of Israel.” What na- 

tion ever suffered so much, and yet continued so long? 

At one time they have been banished through ‘supersti- 

tion ; at another, recalled through avarice. A writer 

of their own nation has observed, ‘ it seems as if they 

were allowed to survive the destruction of their country, 

only to stand as the constant object of the most sbock- . 
ing injustice, as a mark for the insulting finger of scorn, 

as a sport to the most inveterate hatred.” 

It was foretold of them, that they should not rest 
long in any place, nothing could have been more true 
than this has been. “4nd among these nations thou’ 
shalt find no ease, neither shall the sole of thy foot have 
rest... Aa) San SS & = 

The foregoing history shows that so far from find- 
t ve been banished from city to city, from 

ry to country. In many places they have been — 
banished and recalled, and banished again. Only to 
mention afew banishments from countries well known. 
In the latter end of the thirteenth century, they were 
banished from England by Edward I., and were not 

permitted to return and settle again till Cromwell’s time.: 
Inthe latter end of the fourteenth century, theywere ban- 

ished from France by Charles VI., (Mezeray says this 







was the seventh .time,) and ever since they have been — 


tolerated. © In the latter end of the fifteenth century, 
they were banished from Spain by Ferdimand and Isa- 

bella; and (according to Mariana,) there were 170,000 
who left the kingdom. Most of them paid dearly to 
John II. for a refuge in Portugal, but within a few years . 
they were expelled from thence by his successor. And_ 
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in the latter pact of the last century, they were : banish- 
ed from thence by: the queen of Bohemia. — 

How often and long have these poor people experienced — 
the following : “ And thy life shall hang m doubt before 4 
thee, and thou shalt fear day and might, and shalt have no 
assurance of thy life. In the morning thow shalt say, 
Would to God it were evening ! and at. cone thou shalt 
say, Would to God it were morning ! for the fear of 
thy heart wherewith thou shalt fear, and Jat the mets of 
thy eyes which thou shalt. see.’ 

We have living witnesses to the truth of the following : 
“ And yet for all that,” their sufferings “when they be | 
in the land of their enemies, Iwill not cast them away, 
neither will I abhor them to destro a them utterly, and to 
break my covenant with them.”* And what a marvel- 
lous thing it is, that after so many wars, battles, and 
sieges, after so many fires, famines, and pestilence, al- 
ter so many rebellions, massacres, and persecutions, af- 
ter so many years of captivity, slavery, and misery, and 
continually oppressed and spoiled, they are not destfoy- 
ed utterly, and though scattered among all people, ee 
subsist as a distinct people by themselves. ye 
any thing comparable to this to be seen in all th 
ries, and in all the nations under the sun? 

Here are prophecies delivered above 3, 000: years age 
and yet as we see fulfilling in the world at this very 
time. What stronger proof can we have. or desire, of 
the truth of the spirit of prophecies. How these nu- 
merous instances, of prophecies so exactly fulfilled, 
may effect others, I know not ; but for my part, I car ‘as 
truly say, that they not only t remove doubts, and con 
vince, but often, since I have been writing this history 
have been amazed and astonished beyond expression! ~ ” 
‘They are truly as Moses foretold they would be, “ ye 
sign and a wonder upon thy seed forever. Moreover all 
these eurses.shall come upon thee, and pursue thee and 
overtake thee, till thou. be destroyed, because thou hearl:- 
eneth not unto the voice of the Lord thy God.” If all. 
that is past, come upon these sore fs not hearkening, 


* Lev. xxvi. 4, 
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‘and for being disobedient, it is enough to make all tala 
warning, and fear to continue in sin and disobedience to 
known duty. 

Besides the prophecies of Moses, Td of the other 
prophets, and many passages in the Old Testament, de- 
clare to the same, respecting the past condition, and 
present state of the Jews. Like unto Jeremiah v. 6. 
Lo! Iwill bring a nation upon you from far, O house of 
Israel, saith the Lord ; it 1s a mighty nation, a nation 
whose lang wage thou knowest not, neither under standeth 
what they say.” ‘Then he tells how this nation would ru- 

. in the Jews, eat up and destroy every thing that belong- 
ed to them, and destroy their fences, or walls around 
their cetves, wherein they trusted with the sword. 

“ And I will scatter toward every wind, and Iwill draw 
out the sword after them. And they shall know that I am 
the Lord, when I shall scatter them, among the nations, 
and disperse them in the countries.” But I will leave « 

few of them from the sword, from the famine, and from. 
e pestilence, that they may declare all their abominations, 
he heathen whither they come.* To quote all 
which thus speak of their dispersion and 
Il which have been clearly fulfilled, would 
up many pages. But we will leave this sorrowful 
yject, and ‘ turn from sorrow to joy, from mourning 
good day, days of fasting and joy,” and we will see 
tthe Lord hath net forgotten his people nor cast hehe 


alt for ever. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 


of the restr ation of the Jews, and some obser vations 
_ respecting the A RRS 


To the cofsolation of the Jews, and all others, there 
are abundant more prophecies of their restoration and 


*Tenjah xlix, 18) — 








happiness, than of their dispersion and misery. The 
prophets are full on. this delightful subject, and when | 
they begin, it appears as if they were in raptures, and 
hardly know when to stop. “ Sing O heavens, and be 
joyful Oearth ; andbreak forth into singing O mountains ; 

‘for Jehovah hath comforted his people, and will have mer- 
cy upon his afflicted.”* Awake, mwake, put on thy 
strength, put on. thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem the 
holy city 5 for henceforth there shall no more come into 
thee, the uncircumcised and the unclean. * 

_ Shake thyself from the dust arise O Jerusalem ; loose. 
thyself from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of © 
Zion, for thus saith Jehovah, “ye have sold yourself for 
naught, and ye shall be redeemed without. money.”— 

_% Break forth into joy, sing togefner, ye vast places of 
Jerusalem ; for Jehovah hath comforted his people, and 
hath redeemed Jerusalem, Jehovah hath made barehis arm 
in the eyes of all the nations ; and all the ends of the 

earth shall see the salvation of our God? + ae 

¢ Behold [will gather them out of all countries, whith- 
er Lhave driven them. And I will bring them again in- 
tothis place, and will cause them to dwell safely.” { ‘ There- 
fore say unto the house of Israel, thus saith Teh ht 
do not this for your sakes, O house of Israel ! but for my 
holy name’s sake, which ye have profaned among the } eath- 
en whither ye went ; and Iwill sanctify my great nam 
which was profaned among the heathen, and um the midst _ 
of them; and the heathen shall know that Tam the Lord, — 
when I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes: for L 
will take you. from among the heathens, and gather you — 
out of all countries, and will bring you ito your own — 
land. Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, anc fo 
you shall be clean—from all your filthiness, a id from all 

your idols will I cleanse you ; a new heart, also, will I. 

give you, and a new sprrit will I put within you ; and I 

will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and give 
you a heart of flesh ; and I will putmy spirit within you, 
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~ and cause you to walk ia my statutes, and ye shall keep 





muy Judgments, and: do sthem 3 and ye shall dwell in the 
land that I gave your athers ; and ye shall be my people, 


and Twill be your God, I will also save you from all 


your uneleanness 3 andT will call for the corn, and will 


inerease i, and lay no. famine upon you. And Iwill 
multiply the fruit -of the trees, and the unerease of the 
field, that ye shall receive no more the reproach of fa- 
mine. Then the heathen that are left round about you, shall 
know that I Jehovah built the ruined places, and plant 
that that was desolate. Ithe Lord have spoken it, and 
will dow, Iwill increase Jerusalem with men like a flock, 
so shall the vast places be filled with jlocks of men, and 
they shall know that Lam the Lord.°* B 'Yy what is thus ” 
far quoted, it is cme the Jews are to be restored, 
and that to Jerusalem. How could any person give a 
more plain and clear account of a people going to be re- 
stored to a country, and that country to “be inhabited 
and cultivated by them than is here given of the Jews, 
but this is not the hundreth part that speaks of their 





restoration. ‘Those who wish to see what is said far- 
theron this sub , may turn to, and read the following : 











~. [satah xi. 12—16. . xlix, 138—23. 


18-22. Jer. iii, 16—19. xvi. 14-16. . xxx, 


KXvi. 8, &e.  xxxvii. 21—28. xxxix, 22-99. Joel, — 
“il, 17, 20,21. Amos, ix. 14,15. Micah, iv. 1—4, 6, 
“& | Zephs iii. 1820. Zech. ii. 10—13, vii, 9-91. 

x6—12. Xiv. 10,11. and many more. 
_ All the passages that are plain on this ssbject, are 
found in, and contain 37 chapters, and 259 verses, which 
owere written by eleven different men ; but all evidently 
relate to the same events, and were dictated by the 
same spirit ; and also in the New-Testament, are sever- 
al passages that clearly express the restoration of Isra-. 
el, But the bestof all are the following : Nation shall 
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
* Ezek. suai, 225 Logie oe 








MR A--22.° Teil, 9-5, 8-19. “Taye gd = 


i, 81—37. xxii. 87—42. xxiii. 6, 9-14. 
izek. xi, 17—20.. xx. 40—44. © xxxiy. 13, Se. 
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war any more, but they shall beat their swords into plough — 
shares, and spears into pruning hooks.” (Isaiah ii. 2, 3, 
4.) Those things instead of destroying mankind, will 
be made use of, so as rather to preserve human lives ; 
by being made into useful tools to cultivate the earth. 
And the Psalmist says, “‘ Then shall the Lord cause 
Wwurs. as unto the end of the earth ; he shall break 
the bow, and cut the spear asunder, and burn the (war) 
chariot in the fire.”* And in that day,. “ shallrighteous- 
ness flourish, and abundance of peace so long as the 7 pon 
endureth.”+ And he shall speak peace unto the hea- 
then; and his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from 
the river even unto the ends of the earth.”t is 

‘What a glorious and happy time it must be, if ever 
this day of universal righteousness and peace, so abun- 
dantly prophecied of, takes place. When the cruel 
swords shall no more destroy, when selfishness, envy, 
pride, and wrath, (these four elements, if I may so speak 
of hell,) shall rule no more! but peace, and universal. 
good will, and harmony, “ On earth peace, and good 
will to man,” shall every where prevail. When jeal-’ 
ousy and mean suspicion, the very bane of love and 
friendship, shall no more exist on earth! wher 2 
tling, whispering, backbiting, slandering, and lying s 
be no more encouraged or practised : when covetous- 
ness, that idolatry of the present age, the love of mon-— 
ey, shall bias the minds of men no more ; when jarring | 
interest shall not exist; and all the ambition and pride — 
of kings shall vanish, and utterly cease. When fami-_ 
lies, neighbourhoods, towns, cities, countries, kingdoms, _ 
and nations, throughout the habitable globe, shall be at 
peace within themselves, and with each other; and 
universal harmony shall every where prevail. It is 
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certain, that such a time has never been. yet, in the s 
world. It is promised, and abundantly promised ; there 
iggnot one subject, in the whole scriptures, with that of 

the restoration of the Jews, so much spoken of:. 






















a Psalm xlvi. 9. { Psalm Ixxii. 7. 





writer appeares to delight in the subject; and vite 
would not, that are well wishers to ‘mankind. I say 
this time of universal peace, called the millennium, is 
abundantly promised ; but that of the Gentiles, coming 
into it, is connected with that of the Jews. And it ap- 
pears by many prophecies and passages, relating to this 
subject, that the Jews must be restored first. «And it 
shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of 
the Lord shall be established upon the top of the moun- 
tains, and shall be exalted above the hills: and all na- 
tions shall flow unto it,and many people shall go and say, 
come ye and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to 
the house of the God of Jacob, and he will teach us of 
his ways, and we will walk in his paths ; for out of Zion 
shall go forth his love, and the word of the Lord, “ Fhen 
shall the heathens, that are left round about you, know, &c. 
jrom Jerusalem ;” and there are many similar passages, 
But as to the Jews being restored previous to the mil- 
lennium, or reign of Christ on earth, be that as it may. 
No one can deny, but that the Jews are concerned in 
it, or connected with it. And if ever such a time of 
universal peace, &c. takes place on earth, the Jews, ac- 
2e numerous predictions as heretofore ‘cited, 
2 restored,* And I would say if the Jews are. 













m 
never restored to a far better state than ever before, no. . 
millennium will ever take place, any further than what 


is mentioned in the note below. So the world will con- 


* There are those who are for spiritualising’ every thing. And that 
there will not be any outward restoration of the Jews, and no more 
millennium than what has commenced already, individually, that there 
are those who ave already in the millennium State, and experience that 
“peace of which the prophets wrote. But there have been such indi- 
-viduals,—righteous and holy persons, probably in every age of the 
world: but it must be more than this, that is meant by the numerous. 
passages that speak of the restoration of the Jews, and reign of Christ 
on earth, or universal peace, It is as plain as any thing can be told, 
and that over and over, thatit is to be universal, and as to the resto. 
ration of the Jews to Jerusalem. How can such passages as the fol- 
lowing, besides many others, be spiritualized so as to make any sense 
of them? Thus saith the Lord; “ There shull yet old men and old women 
dwellin the streets of Jerusalem, and with their sta iff wn their hands for very 
old age. And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing 
in the streets thereof.” * Behold I will save my people from the east coun- 
try and from the west country ; and E will bring them, -and they shall dwell 
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tinue pretty much as it always has been, except in con- 
sequence of information, mankind in general, may be- 
come more philanthropic, and humane, and that is what 
they have already become. — They are not so cruel now, 
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of Jerusalem, and they shall be my people.” §c. Wow is it, and 
a he reason, that so many prophecies, have been so literal- 
ly and p stually fulfilled, and yet from this time forth, all the proph- 
écies that remain are to be accomplished in a spiritual and obscure 
manner, invisible to all but a few highly illuminated persons ; and one 
will explain them one way, and another different. We see-and OW 
that the prophecies have been literally fulfilled in the disper ion of the 
Jews. -“ [will scatter them among all nations.” “ Iwill gatheg them from 
- among all nations, whither E have ‘Scattered them.? Can any thing be 
plainer ? Is it not most reasonable to believe that the first has been 
fulfilled, so will the second. And when there is somuch more said about 
their restoration, than’ their dispersion. And it is plain why it is so. 
'The one was a gloomy sorrowful subject, and the other pleasing and de- 
lightful, so much so, that it almost, if not quite, makes one in this day 
feel the spirit of inspiration to dwell onthe subject. That. plain and 
candid writer, Winchester, says, and he may say it truly, “J dare ven- 
ture to challenge all those who dissolve the plain prophecies into air, 
by interpreting them in a spiritual hidden sense, to defend divine reve- 
lation against infidels upon their principles.” j 
If it be correct what the last. mentioned writer says, then whoever 
may profess being in the millennium as commenced, (as the Sweden- 







bergians, and some others say,) it may readily and for certain be known. 


whether it beso or not. For he says, that ail the numerous promises 


in the Bible areof the absolute kind, not one being conditional: for ev- 





ery holy temper and disposition which hitherto and 
required, are positively promised: in this, ‘‘ without any 
be obedient. If ye will walk contrary unto me, Twill walk cont 
you,” &c. but not so in any of those promises, “ But ye shalt. 
pla,” Sc. And by this mark, the proniises of the second cove 
be exactly and c early distinguishe from those of the first. 
the days come,” the latter day, { That Twill make a new covenant w 
house of Israel.” Not according to the covenant T made with their fath 
theduy,” &c. That was conditional, it was 7f obedient But this | 


the first covenant 
how wilt 

yy Unto 
unto 
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be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel, after those 


days, “I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts,” 
power will be given to refrain from all evil, and people will have no 


i 


disposition or saclination tosin. ‘ And I will be their God and they shall 


be my people,” Jer. xxxi. lsay there may be power given in that day- . 
There are those in this day, and time past, who at certain seasons and - 


for atime, some for a longer, and some for a shorter time, who, unde 


the influence of a good spirit, or when in a good and happy state ot” 






mind, they feel no disposition to do any eyil, in thought, word, or deed, - 
and they wish it could always be so with them. In the millennium, 10 — 


may be so with all and always. z - 

[think one thing is very extraordinary, and as strong a proof of in- 
spiration or revelation as any thing of which Ihave any knowledge. 1 
will mention it, itis probable many readers have never thought of it, 
viz: Although so many as eleven or twelve persons, have written on 
this subject, of what is called the latter day glory , and so abundantly 
and repeatedly, that they should all so exactly agree. Just as if they 
had all been together, consulted, and agreed Bey SSP Y ORE: themselves 


raid 









as we have seen in 1 this history ; they were formerly, 
not more than 100 or 200 years ago, but itis more than 
this of which the prophets declare, shall take place. 
if I was to learn, that the way was opened for the Jews 
to return to Jerusalem, and that they were flocking 
thither and rebuilding of it, and settling again in Judea, 
I should conclude that the millennium would soon com- 
mence 5 and so would thousands of others, This ap- 
pear to. be a settled point with all writers I have read 










on this subject, that at or about the time of the restora- 
tion of the Jews, according to the prophecies, then the — 


millennium will commence. Now as we know that the 
prophecies respecting their dispersions and sufferings 
among all nations of the earth, have been literally fulfil- 
led, as heretofore abundantly shown; have we hot- 
cause to believe that the prophecies that speak'so full 


and clear of their restoration, (‘J will gather them from 


among all nations, whither I have scattered them,’’) will also 

beas completely fulfilled? As bishop Newton says, “ What 

‘hath already been accomplished isa sufficient pledge, 

and earnest of wh tis yet to come, and we have all ima- 
ue 

ginable ‘easo hy sa since so. manly of the tO 






out much difficulty, or inconvenience, having no domin- 
ie, nor settled country, or fixed property, but few be- 


Ms ake; that in thatday they should be an obedient and holy people, ab- 


solately unconditionally, and though they had always been accustomed, 
as wein this day have, of hearing and knowing, that nearly all the good 
received, is on conditions, ‘© If we do we shall receive, but if not the 
reverse. Yet, not one of them, not once to-sjide into this way of speak- 
ing, but all of them, though living as to both time and place a great 
distance apart, yet all exnetly agree in giving one and the same account, 
and not only as tothe promises being unconditional, but in every othe 
er respect, relating to that day of union and universal peace. 
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“And the tnt in God’s ao time, ee ae 
Be Fiona’ to ‘heir native city and country ; and the more ~~ 
_ likely since their state is such, that they may return with- 





If any one should wish. further information on this interesting ie 2 


ject, or wish to hear it further treated, | would refer him to Winches< 
ter’s Lectures on the ee piers yol, 1. p. 121 to 128, and: other places: 
in the hc ; 









‘owners of land, to detain shen much ally where?" 
We have seen the prophecy of Hosea,, iii. 4. 5. fulfil. 
led in part, and why should we not believe i it will be ful- 
filled inthe whole? ~~ 
“Lhe children of Israel shall abide many dity. ys without 
Sy without a prince, and without a sacrifice, §c. and 
terephim, ” or divine manifestation. 
rd “shall: the children of Israel return, and seek 
Lord a ' pe ane David their king, agehall ig ae 
ness in the latter day.” 
v exhibited a summary view oe pie: 
Pp ecies of the Old Testament, mostly | ng to the 
condition of the Jews; and what stronger and more ae 
" of ny one require of 
the trath of both the Jewish and christian~religion ? 
The Jews were once the peculiar people of God, and 
St. Paul saith, ‘* Hath God cast ail has : people 4 2 God 
forbid. »* We see that after so many ages they are still 
preserved, by no less than a miracle of providence, a 
distinct peopie, which is a strong proof of the truth of — 
_the prophecies, of those which have been fulfilled, and 
those which remain to be. accomplish We ‘see the 
"great empires, which in their turns su’ dued 
pressed the people of God, are all come to ruin ; 
pressed, the poor and afilicted, survive their conquer 
the great and powerful.” (tt is truly wonderful 
7 ‘They executed the purposes of God, but not inten- — 
tionally ; ; all that they intended was to gratify their own 
pride and ambition, their own cruelty and revenge.—_ 
Such hath been the fatal end of the enemies and oppres- 
sors of the Jews, which ought to serve as a warning to _ 
others. If they do not believe, it is no warrant or gives 
no one authority to abuse, injure, or oppress them, as 
professed christians, of more zeal, than either know- 
ledge or charity have heretofore done. Charity OSs 
greater than faith, and it would be worse in us to be, 
cruel and uncharitable, than itis in them to be obsti- 
nate and unbelieving. Compassion to this unhappy 













































* Rom. xi. 1. 
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people is not defeating the prophecies ; for onl : 
, wicked x nations were to harass and oppress them. The — 
. ‘were to shew mercy to them, and we should 
choose rather to be the es of God’s appa than. 









Old. The ees as. sell as the pasphets| 3 om 
the 


and of them come Christ the Saviour of world ; 
and surely something of kindness and gratitude or res j 
eS ‘is due for such infinite obligations. Though they 
_are now broken off, yet they are not utterly cast away. 

~ And which is ‘the “most likely way to convince them of. 
the truth and r reality ‘of the religion of Jesus : long 
suffering gentleness, mildness, and goodness; or ha- 
tred and ill usage ?””* 

They are not worse than when they crucified Jesus 
TOliriat: and per ecuted his apostles : but when Christ 
hung on the cross, in exquisite pain, he even then set an 
example, he felt no ill will against them, and so far from | 
having a disposi tion to injure them, as thousand have 
had sin phe ee Father forgive them, for they know 

; hat they do.” And the apostle says, “ Brethren, 

yy heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel, is, that 

they mght be saved.+ And no doubt but they will be, | 

-and in God’s time, (not in the time and will of man,) 

be recalled from whither they have strayed: and Jew 
and Gentile become united. And according to the pro-_ 

Pee. declaration, “ The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 

and the leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the calf 

and the young lion, and the fathng together, and a little 
child shall lead them.” And nothing any more shall 
hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, for the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 


cover the sea.’ So. ‘BE IT. 






















8 Bishop Newton on the prophecies, vol. 1. § isa 
at Romans x. 1, Isaiah xi. 6.9 Es 





Persecution of the Christ 


ie the foregoing history we have seen how the sufferings of the Jews, in 
their dispersion, have been augmented by the persecution they received 
under both heathen and christian Rome, or from Pagans, and professed chris- 
tians. And as the history of the Jewish church, is considerably connected 
with that of the christian, and that this work may be rather more complete, 
we will give a brief, statement of the sufferings and persecutions of the chris- 
tians, by the Pagans, and of ios ssed christians persecuting th 

same name, If we are to judge the tree by its fruit, the church 
Jong have been the church of Christ; though for the first two or three cen- — 
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parture from the faith, ziving heed to seducing spirits and doctrine ¢ 
Sc. ‘* And as the apostacy overspread the church of Israel, for mai 
_ says Bishop Newton, so it hath overspread the church of Christ 
tacy therefore isthe same in both churches.” But till the 2 a 
pace which gradually increased, the church was persecuted by the Pag: 
put when it Became established by the civil power, or by Constantiné 1] 
Roman emperor, and became united to a kingdom of this world, it ceased 
‘being a kingdom of Christ: and thus,:when the church became established by 
the civil power, the professed christians then became ‘persecutors, and paid 
thé Pagans’ back again in their own coin, and ‘also persecuted the Jews, and 
“all those who departed from the established church; or professed religion one 
side of it. And when persecution begins, religion‘ends. Christ never use: 
“any thing that Jooked dike force or violence; exceptonce, and that was te 
drive bad men out'of the temple, and not to.drive them in. aif 
It cannot be'pleasant to any man of humanity and tenderness t 
dreadful scenes ‘of horror, cruelty, ‘and devastation that will here. occur : 
‘but to show what superstition, bigotry, and fanaticism are capable of produ- 
cing, and for the purpose of holding up the spirit of persecution to ‘contempt, 
and that it may’ be seen, with the foregoing: history, how: astonishingly Cruel 
‘mankind have been, and often in order to'cause a detestation of an evil, is*to 
hold it up to view ; we shall give’ a detail of the:principalevents. . Of. the per- 
secutions of the christians by the Jews, we.may be short, as the New-Testa- 
ment gives an account how the first christians suffered | or the cause of truth, 
It was they who persecuted Jesus Christ even unto death.  A'fier his‘death 
the apostles suffered every evil’ which the malice o: Jews could invent, 
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ad: zeal e3 ecute. "they 0 read the acts of the afibstia ; 
eee were despised and rejected of men, and: ce 
t indi gnity and contempt. They were also persecuted by’ the 
f those who suflered martyrdom, it was by them tbat they 
"hether Matthew suffered martyrdom in Persia, or died 
phe had preached there, is not kuown. stated ‘that the 
eized St. Mark in the pulpit while preachii pind and drag- 
ihe strects, and that next day he die after suffer- 
ution Irom Jews and Gentiles, is supp o have dieda 
1 the 80th or 84th year of his age , about the year ie Spee 
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ing ol and coming ouf unhurt, he was banis} red t 
) ie starved to death. Under the emper 
nd returned to Ephesus, preached 
ears old, some say 120, (see page cas 
ty reckon ten gener: al persecutio e Shires of which was 
» Nero, 3i years after our Lord’s ascension, when that ee 
lo-the city of Rome, - (see page 43,) threw the odium of 
ns. And all those who openly acknow- _ 
f that sect, were apprehended ; ; Immense multi- | 
ides were discovered whom were convicted. ‘Lheir deaths were ag- ~ 
fravated by cruel derision and sport; for they were either covered with the 
a bees and torn in pieces by devouring dogs, and others jasten- 
, and ed-up in combustible garments, that when the day 
like torches serve to dispel the darkness of the night. 
al scene, Nero lent-his own gardens ; and exhibi- 
ablic diversions of the circus ; and he standing as 
a Seer while ‘the shrieks ‘of women nealing to ashes, supplied music for 
‘his horri 
Orosious’ wiiteth of Nero, that he was the first in Rome who raised up per- 
in t the ch i ians, and not only in Rome, but i inall the provinces 
the bolish the name of christian all places. 
tle Peter, suffered death, in about the year after 
was crucified with his head ‘downwards, himself so: 
e,” said he, “I am unworthy to be crucified, after ihe 
n ry Lord was.” 
1, the apostle, after his great trayet: and labours in preaching ‘the gos- _ 
in divers countries, at last suffered martyrdom. in this same persecution, 
ro. He was beheaded, some writers say next year after Peter was 
ied, on the same day of the year, which was the 37th year after the pas- 
ion of Christ. lt was about this time that the apostle James. was put to death. - 
The Jews being exceedingly enraged at the success of the gospel, itis said 
- that St. James was ordered to ascend one of the gallaries of the temple, and 
- from thence inform the people, that they bad without ground believed Jesus 
of Nazareth, tobe the a a He complied so far, as. to get up, and then 
ed with a loud voice, that Jesus was the Son of God, and gave some fur- 
testimony of him; many believed, but while he was speaking, the Pha- 
bled him down. He was sorely. bruised, but not,so bad, but thet he 
got o nees and’ prayed for his murderers, amidst: a- shower of stones 
which they cast at him, till one beat out his brains with.a fuller’s club, To 
the death of this just man, many Jewsiascribed the ruin of their nation, or the 
destruction of Jerusalem. ‘The Jewish Talmud™ ascribes a variety of mir- 
acles to James the disciple: of Jesus, there called the carpenter. 
The second general persecution was under Domitian, in. the year 95, when 
40, 000 were supposed to have suffered martyrdom. He was a 
‘eutor ne pels Jews suid ibedusiiopi a page § a, Bey. 





_peror, Mpebe set fire 
= that execrabl e action 
~ ledged. themselves to 




















































. P 243. 
The third began in the third ye 
ried on with great violence for seve 
poser of the christian religion, and very cruel to the J 
the christians,* and caused this third persecution. 
iloso) , aman learned and famous, seein 
and thereby being moved to pity, v 
this epistle returned for answer, ‘* that i 
not be soughtafter; batif they were brough 
I sxecution”. Tertulian, a writer, speaking o 
aed “Oh! confused’sentence, he would not hay 
Men innocent, and yet would have them punished as men 
wretch sent a command to Jerusalem, that whomsoever: 
; inquired for and put to death. 
$ ’ Pontus, whom Trajan, because hi 
” their god neptune, caused to be cast into a hot ltme-kiln 5 
to be put ‘into a scalding bath, where he ended his life im th ise of Christ. 
sagen also, lenatius, bishop of Antioch, was apprehended : ent to Rome, 
~ where he was murdered by wild beasts; and besides tk 9 
more he caused to be destroyed. And no doubt he 
At last he was seized with a terrible ‘distemper 
nated his morta] career. It is said he had ma 
ter how many, if a man is a per iecutor that spi 
Adrian the successor of Trajan, was also a p 
christians.t His disease and pains were such before he di 
ly entreated his domestic’s to despatch him.} Re Sicha 
The fourth persecution was under Antonius, he y ie 
was that philosophy which the apostle calls vain. dt E 
very good traits in his characte, but he was a violent persecutor of the — 
christians. They were banished and plundered, like unto’ ‘the Jews, as we 
have read, and forbidden to show their heads, reproached, beaten, hurried 
from place to place : imprisoned and stoned, among. those who v 
death was Pol p, bishop of Smyrna, who was bu 
so suffered Blandinus and Pontius a youth of fifte 
their idols, and constantly cleaving to, and ack 
~ toall the torments their enraged enemies could de 
‘expired. Blandinus was first cruelly whipped, and then 
beasts; they not destroying of him, he then was roasted 
vat lastslain — ! Bio ese 
The christians enjoyed some respite for some time before th 
tion, which commenced under Severus, (AD: 127,) who put fo 
mation that no christian should live. By which a great per 
stirred up on every side, and a great number suffered martyrdom, | 
fared but little better. In his reign happened the martyrdom ! 
and Felicitas, and their companions, Perpetua had an infant at the breast, 


ajan.in the year 100, and was car- 
3. This emperor v reat 
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* See page 99. +See page 101. 2 : 

t Some say there is no hell, or not any punishment hereafter ; but son 
have been so very wicked and cruel, that it appears to me it would be unjus 
to let them pass unpunished, except they repent. cu 

§ His last words were the following, though not his compos 
them, fora beautiful specimen of philosophical contemplatio 


O fleeting spirit, wondering firey)? <% : 
That long hast warw’d my tender breast 
Whilst thou no more my frame inspire. ? 
No more a pleasing cheerful guest? 
Whither, ah whither! art thou flying? 
To what dark, undiscovered shore © 
roe Thou seemest all trembling, shivering, 
ay And wit and humour are no more: 
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ti sy were put to death. “These 
en ‘maothers of infant children ; after’ 
before an insulting multitude, to a 


pe bodies ina most horrid manner ; after which 
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S,. were that they. ae to worship 
2 of Christ; and besides, al _ the cala 
y orld, as wars, famines, pestilence, &e. ¥ 







cution the church had peace. for seoueass years. 
increased in number, and decreased in thi 


fe of religion... An contention, pride and ambitio 
iminus hi hem, by what is called the sixth pe = witch h beget 
6. During his reign, the christians sv ered in the most — 


3 for though the edict of this tyrant extended only to the 
rs. of the church, yet its shocking effects reached much fur 
z he heathen priests, the magistrates, and the maalGindee 
ainst christians f hee rank ee 
net to; ether, the emperor sent orders to burn the 
people in it. But first'a crier was commanded to 
a that whosoever would sacrifice to Jupiter, should have their lives 
ihey shouldbe all burnt: one stepped up, and boldly, in 
st said, ‘¢ We are all christians, and believe that Christ is 
will, sacrifice tonone but him :” Hereupon the fire was 
men, and children, were burnt in that place. The pun- 
‘ements that was, be by. the christians was so great and horrible, scorch- 
ing; racking, , hor ible scraping; and many were crowded on board of old 
boats, and carrie out and sunkin the sea. Some were tied to trees with 
~ their heads downwards, others hung by their middle till they died with hun- 
ger.) Numbers were thrown. alive 19 wild bepstey and torn and tossed by them 
nil they died, : S 



















; s the ‘most ‘dreadful ev T known, began 
clus, in ear 250. He published most. terrible and 
at the whole, race of christians hould be either’ extirpated ¢ or 
es of avious kinds to return to the pagan worship. Hence in 
Of the Boman empire, multitudes of christians, were during 
two year's, put to death by the most horrid punishments, which 
is barbarity could invent. It cannot be expressed, says a writer, ~ 
ers of | martyrs, suffered; what blood was shed through cities and. 
23 for the name of Christ. 
_ Asaspecimen of the cruelty towards them. One Peter was hoisted up na- 
_ked,. a so beaten and torn with whips that his bones might be seen; then 
they poured on him salt and vinegar, and afterwards roasted him ona slow fire. 
(My God what cruelty, and all for hothing, having committed no crime, nor 
done any thing to injure any one; only prayed for them, that God would for- 
ive them.) , Great humbers of the christians, dismayed at the approach of such 
I torments; did exactly as we have read the Jews did, to avoid such 
pun ent , made.an outward profession of paganism, by. sacrificing , or -by 
burning incense before the images of their gods. And as soon as the storm 
blew over, they returned to christianity, as the Jews did from an outward ~ 
profession ‘of christianity to Judaism. When persecution thus raged against 
the christians, the Jews were neglected, or as Mosheim says, in his Ecclesias- 
tical History : ‘© When the christians were persecuted, the Jews were treat- 
ed with less severity and contempt, on account of their enmity against the, 
christians.” In persecuting the eran, the Jews readily united with the 
pagans. 
The persecution still continued uhder the emperor Gallus, the successor of 
Decius. He: enlivened the fire, which was beginning to burn ls lesa LS 
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\ pagan priests took n ‘ 
revive ee johnei by persi ae i people ae ae _ , 
count of the lenity used towards the christians, that the Gods | 
judgments upon the nation, Inthe year 254, Valerian being d eclared « emp 
‘ror, caused the fury of persecution to cease, and restored the. church to a 
BiaIGiof “peac which continued until the fifth year of his ign, when. by 
superstitious and cruel bigot to paganism,-he being the | | 
asellor, influenced him to “become 2 per ecutor of the 
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“christians, ‘commenced the eighth persecution, in - The. 
ee ctians were forbidden to.assemble themselves togethe: bishops 
nd ; in to banishment. Anda great nui nb “the chris- 
tians in he different provinces of the empire weve pat to death. ‘The most 

_ eminent of those who suffered in this: persecution, were Cypri bishop of 
€: Carthage’; Sixtus Biko of Rome, and some others, were bar rously con- 





sumed by fire. 
Laurence followed Sixtus, and after 1 many cruel handlings, he was lain on the ag 
gridiron, but whathe endured was with suc) patience, that the emperor seem- 
ed more tormented than he, though the flesb broiléd, the others heart burned. 
T think this was the niartyr, who, after one side was roasted, said, ao 


Turn tyrant taste and eat, y ‘ 
And see if raw or roasted) f 3 
It be the better meat: 


The ninth persecution was under Aurelian in 274, but this 1 was incopsidere 
ble compared with others before (ae 
The tenth persecution began in the 19th year of Dioclesi rv he Boies P 
rather averse, to slaughter and blood shed, it was-not til] then that. the pagan 
priésts could’ persuade him totura persecutor ; which was by his, too readily 
believing the lies that was told him about the ch: ‘istians, b heir SReIpIoes Nie 
eeiee them with crimes of which they were innocent. - 4 PE aS 
In the year303, an order was obtained from the emperor, 
sion of the pagan priests, to | bara all the christ 0 
to pull down their public places of worship v 
their sacred books were pat to death. — 
By another edict, all bishops and avinisters ure 
“be castinto prison. Nor did,bis imhutnan violence end here ; ‘fo 
was soon issued, by which it was ordered, thatall kinds of 4 rmen' 
employed, and ‘the inost insupportable: puaishments invented to fe 
"renounce their religion by sacrificing to the heathen gods : for i ne 
ed that if the bishops, and leaders of the church could be made to 
their differen? flocks, would be easily made {o- follow their example. 
“number of persons of piety and learning, were horribly put to deg 
out the whole Roman empire. “Some were punished i in such a shi 
ner as wou'd be indecent to mention 
. + In the second year of this horrible persecution, A, D. 304, a fonith delish 
was proclaimed, at ihe instigation of the inveterate enemies ‘of the christian 
name. By it the mavistrates were ordered to force a'l, professing christi 
without distinction of rank or sex, to'sacrifice to thé ‘gods, and were a 
‘ised to employ all sorts of torments, in order to drive them to renounce 
religion. Itis said, that the diligence and zeal of the Roman Pe 
the execution of this inhuman edict, had néarly sores fatal tothe: bee ar 
narne. dele tenis 
Tn this dreadiul persecution which lasted 10 years, it is stated that I 000. 
_ were slain in the time of one month; and’ during the continua ce of the’ ; 
es time above mentioned, of this persecution, itis reckoned 
than 144,000. died in various cruel ways, by their persecuto 
that died through the fatigues, of banishment, &e, 
which they were > condemned. j 
At length their persecutors imagined that their wor! 
tered and: woncealed were the remaining’ adherents Me be 
ale 
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me#ous the Victims, which had been immolated on the altar of superstition, 
“that they arrogantly boasted in the public inscriptions, and coins, that they 
had entirely destroyed the name and superstition of the christians, and had 
restored the worship of the gods. But there were many not destroyed, but 
Many of their persecutors came to a miserable end. Decius in his escape 
from the Goths, with whom he had been to war, plunged into a. morass, in 
which he was so completely ingulphed,. that his body could’ never he foung. 
Valarian, was ‘taken prisoner. by Saper, king of Persia, and that haughty 
~ monarch made Valariaa his foot stool whenever he mounted his horse; and 
after seven years of degradation and insult, picked out his eyes, and fleed him 
alive. — 2a 
Dioclesian lost his senses, and soon after died. In all my reading T don’t - 
remember a blessing attending a cruel person or persecutor, unless some that — 
- have bitterly and sincerely repented. 


ah 


SECTION II. Persecution under christian Rome. 
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“Ty the year 306, Constantine was chosen emperor, in and about the year 313 
_it is said he embraced the christian religion; but if we are to'judge of men 
by their conduct, christianity with him was nothing more than an outward 
profession. Persecution now entirely ceased, and Constantine surrounded 
the religion which he had embraced with all possible splendour, and church- 
es which had been demolished, were now rebuilt in the most magnificent style. 


_ Many new ones were erected in all the principal cities in the empiref’ and 
decorated, not inferior to those which had long embellished the pesriigen: 
ples. All heathen magistrates were put out of office, and only professed chris- 
tians were advanced to places of authority, all over the empire. And chris- 
tian bisheps and the clergy in general, were loaded with wealth and worldly 
honours. Heathen temples were destroyed, and the heathen priests were 
dispossessed and banished ; and now in their turn, they became persecutors of 
the P: and that is not the worst, they became persectitors of one anoth- 
‘er. ng which their heathen persecutors Red just laid down, were ~ 
d ifferent parties in the church, and turned against each other ; 
idst the “ pompous apparatus, the superstitious rites, and unmeaning 
of piety,” which prevailed in the church, during the splendid admin- 
on of the first professing christian emperor, little can be discerned of the 

















or 
istrati 
spirit of the true religion, or real piety. Soon were fatal errors propagated, 
and defended by many professed christians; monastic institutions, and many 
rites and ceremonies, that had never been before, were brought into use, and 
human traditions and the commandments of men in many respects, supersce- 
ded the simple gospel of Christ, to which they appear to have become stran- 
gers. And many sincere souls, called heretics, who would not unite with the 
pride and foppery of the now national established church, were persecuted 
unto death. Somany, from the time the church was established and protec- 
_ ted by the civil power, that Bishop Newton says truly, ‘‘ If Pagan Rome has 
slain her thousands, Christian Rome has slain her tens of thousands.” 
_. Most protestant writers date the beginning of the reign of Antichrist, or 
_ the great apostacy spoken of by more than one of the apostles, from the 
reign of Constantine, er soon after. And if we may judge the members of the 
established church, by their contention and quarrelling, by their wicked lives, 
and by thousands and tens of thousands, being tortured by them, and by every 
way that a barbarous ingenuity could invent, and cruelly put to death ; it was 
Antichrist to ail intents and purposes. as 
~_ In short numerous were the cruel persecutions of the different sects, from 
Constantine's time to the reformation, particularly a sect called the Walden- 
aes, which were numerous and who affirmed that the church of Rome was not 
the church of Christ, but an assembly of ungodly men, and that the pope was 
Aatichrist. And when Martin Luther arose, and opposed the errors, vice, 
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and ambition of the church of Rome, and the sentiments of this man began to 
spread, the pope and his clergy joined all their forces to hinder their progress, 
and the fire of persecution greatly increased. A general council of the cler- 
gy was valled : the famous council of Trent, which was held for 18 succes- 
sive years, for the purposes of establishing pores in greater splendour, and 
preventing the reformation. The friends of the reformation were excommu- 
nicated and many cruelly persecuted. Luther was sought after, and his life 
often in danger 5 though at last he died in his bed in peace. ie 





i 
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From time to time innumerable schemes were suggested to overthrow the 


7 


reformation, and wars were set on foot for the same purpose. The inquisi- 
tion which was established in the 12th century against. the Waldenses, was 
now more effectually set to work, and many were imprisoned and tortured in 
the most cruel manner. ; 

Terrible persecutions were carried on in various parts of Germany, and 
‘even in Bohemia, which continued about 30 years, and the blood of the pro- 
testants was said to flow like rivers of water. mee 

The countries of Poland, Lithuania, and Hungary were in a similar man-~ 
ner deluged with protestant blood. ‘3 

In Holland and in the other Low Countries, for many 





oe 





-years the most ama- 


zing cruelties were exercised, under the merciless and cruel hands of te 
Spaniards, to whom the inhabitants in that part of the world were then in 


subjection, : 
Qne called Father Paul, ob 
- But Grotius and others states. t 
hands of the executioner. phi : 
But no country, perhaps, ever produced more martyrs thanse ance. Af- 
ter many cruelties had been exercised against the protestants, there was a 
most violent persecution of them in the year 1572, in the reign of Charles IX. 
Many of the principal Protestants were invited to Paris under a solemn oath 
of safety, upon the occasion of the marriage of the king of Navarre, withthe 
French king’s sister. The queen dowager of Navarre, a zealous Protestant, 
was poisoned by a pair of gloves before the marriage was solemnized.. 
Coligni, admiral of France, was basely murdered in his own house, and then 






ves, that these Belgic Martyrs were 50,000. 
at there were 100,000, who suffered by the 









thrown out of the window: all to gratify the duke of Guise ; head was 
afterwards cut off, and sent to the king and queen’s mother; and body 
a» thousand indignities offered to it, was hung by the feet on a g ste 







this the murderers ravaged the whole city of Paris, and butchered in 
days, above ten thousand lords, gentlemen, presidents and people of all rank: 
A horrible scene of things, says Thucanus, an historian, i 2 the streets, and 
passages resounded with the noise of those that met together for murder an¢ 
plunder ; the groans of those who were dying, and the shrieks of such as were 
just going to be butchered, were every where heard ; the bodies of the slain 
thrown out of the windows; the courts and chambers of the houses filled 
with them ; bodies of others dragged through the streets; their blood run- 
ning through the channels in such plenty, that torrents seemed to empty them- 
selves in the neighbouring river; in short an immense multitude of men and 
women, maidens and children were all involved in one common destruction ; 
and the gates and entrances of the king’s palace all besmeared with their 
blood. From the city of Paris the massacre spread throughout the whole — 
kingdom. In the city of Meaux they threw above 200 into jail; and after 
they had ravished and killed a great number of women, and- fendered the 
houses of the Protestants, they executed their fury on those they had impris- 
oned ; andcalling them one by one, they were killed as Thuanus expresses, 
like sheep ina market. In Orleans they murdered above 500 men, women and 
children, and enriched themselves by plundering their-property. The same 
cruelties were practised at Angers, ‘Trojes, Bonges, La Ch , and espe- 
a at Lyons, where they inhumanly destroyed above Protestants ; 
children hanging to their parents; parents embracing their children; and 
the infernals putting ropes about the necks of some, dra ging them through 
the streets, and throwing them, mangled, torn and half dead into the river. 












According to Thuanus, above 30,000 Protestants were destroyed in this massa- 


oo 
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‘ere ; or, as others ‘affirm; above 100,000. But what aggravates the scenes 
with still greater. wantonness and cruelty, and shows what wretches mankind 
are without religion, or with a religion’ that makes them -worse than: none, 
was the manner in which the news was received at Rome. . When. the let- 
ters of the pope’s legate were read in the assembly of the cardinals, by which 
he assured-the pope that all was transacted by the express will.and'command 
of the king, it-was immet iately decreed that the pope should: march with his 
cardinals to the church of St. Mark, and in the most solemn’manner, (Satanic 
~ solemnity,) give thanks to Ged for so great a blessing conferred on the church 
of Rome and the christian, (anti-christian) world ; and that.on the Monday 
after solemn mass, (which could please no one but satan,) should be celebra- 
‘ted in the’ church of Minerva, at which pope Gregory XI. and his.cardinals,* 
“were present, and that a jubilee should be published. throughout the whole 
christian world, and the cause of it declared-to be, for to return thanks to God 
for the destruction-of the enemies of the truth, and church in France. | (It 
would have been much more proper, and nearer the truth to have said, “ to 
return thanks to the devil, for the destruction of the enemies of our falsehood, 
~~ andof our anti-christian church,’) PAG: 
In the evening the cannon of St. Angelo were fired to testify) the public 
_ (satanic) joy ; the whole city was illummated with bonfires ; and no one sign 
» omitted that was usually made for the greatest victories obtained in favour of 
~ the Romish church}! 1. All this might be table io the enemy of man- 
kind, whose delight is to devour-and de ut never toa being who. de- 
- lightethin mercy. How could people pro be christians, and act so con- 
trary to the precepts and example of Christ? {can’t think at present, of any 
better way to answer this question, in short, than that ‘* darkness had covered 
the earth, and gross darkness the minds of the people.’ + 
‘The king, under whose influence this:dreadful havoc had been committed, 
rer enjoyed his health after, butdied in about two years, his blood gushing 
daily through the pours of his skin; so that he expired,asit were, weltering 
in his own gore, as an evident Judgment of God upon him. : 
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>. Fearhaunts the y mind with horrid views, ~~ 
eS Pep S88 : ‘ 
C the murderer pursues ; Ke Sie : 
y whose meaits the innocent are slain, hare 
ive detested, and expire in pain. ~ 








ay 


But all these persecutions were, however, far exceeded by those which took 

lace in the time of Lewis XIV. Here we see the lengths to which men, can 

‘o in cruelty, when under the influence of an evil spirit, bigotry and _supersti- 

tion, aad whichis enough to excite in every reader a detestation of that spirit 

and those principles by which they were-so d. Contrasts often have a 
powerful effect, and nogreater contrast than the following, when compared 
with those amiable dispositions, of love, tenderness and kindness, 

- In about the year 1686, the troopers, soldicrs and dragoons, went into the 
Protestants houses, plundered them of their property, and that which they 








d not easily carry away they defaced and destroyed. They broke their 
a-glasses, threw about their corn, and drank their liquors, and that 
hey could not drink they flang away, And thus in four or five days, 
e Protestants were stripped of amillion of mouey, They turned the dining 
zooms of gentlemen into stables for horses, and treated the owners of the 
houses were they quartered with the sreatest cruelty, lashing them about not 
suffering them to eat or drink, When they saw the blood and sweat ran down 
their faces, they sluiced them with dirty water, and, over the heads of some 

- they put kettles turned bottom upwards, and made a continual beating upon 












ave? 





* That is the chi f governors of the Romish church, and counsellors to the 


ope. 
3 PTeaiah Ix, 2. ‘ 
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them, till the poor creatures lost their senses. At Negreplisse a town near 
Montaulon, they hung up Isaac Favin a Protestant citizen of that place by his ~ 
arm pits, and tormented him a whole night by pinching and: tearing of his 
flesh with pincers. They made a great fire round about a boy, twelve years 
old, who, with his hands raised up, cried out, ‘*My God help me.” And 
when they found the youth resolved to die, rather than renounce his re- 
ligion, they snatched him from the fire just as he was upon the point of being 
burnt. _ In seyeral places the soldiers applied red hot irons, to the hands an = 
feet of men, and the breasts of women. At Nantz, they hung up several 
men and maids by the feet, and others'by their arm pits, and thus exposed 
them to publicview entirely naked. They bound mothers, that yave suck 
to posts, and let their sucking infants lie languishing near them and in sight, 
for several days and nights, crying and gaping for life. Some they bound 
before a great fire, and being hulf roasted let them go, a punishment worse ~ 
than death. Amidst thousands of hideous cries, they hung up men and wo- 
men by the hair, and others by their feet, and then smoaked them till they 

_ were suffocated. They tied some under the arms with tthe then plunged 
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them repeatedly into wells. ‘They bound others and put them to the torture, 
and some of them they so filled’ with spirits with tunnels, that the fumes of it 
took away their reason ; when they made them say they consented to be cath- - 
indignities stuck them 










olics, They stripped them naked, and after numer ! 
with pins and needles from head tofoot. Some place ed husbands and 
wives to their bed posts, and ed their daughte ‘impunity. They — 





blew up men and women till they burst them. If any to escape these bar-— 
barities, endeavoured to save themselves by flight, they were pursued and shot 
like wild beasts, and they were'forbidden to depart the kingdom, (a cruelty 
never practised by Nero or Dioclesian,) upon pain of confiscating of their es- 
tates, the galleys, the lash, or perpetual imprisonment. With these scenes 
of desolation and horror the popish clergy feasted their eyes and made only 
matter of sport and laughter, just as if they had been on an hunt for wild — 
beasta. ; ie 
- Almost every part of the civilized world has been drenched with the blood 
of Protestants. In Ireland between 2, and 300,000 Protestants of every sect 
and denomination, were cruelly murdered in a few days, in different j 
the kingdom. This massacre began on the 23d of October, 164 
morning of which day, the conspirators were in arms allover th 
the mob, the swinish multitude. See note, page 181. Having secu 
principal Protestants and seized their effects, they murdered the commo 
ple in cold blood ; no age, no sex, no condition wasspared. The wif 
ing for her butchered husband, and children for their parents, had their te: 
dried up only by being butchered themselves. ‘The old, the young, the vig-— 
orous, the infirm, underwent the same fate. Flight was in vain, they were pur- ~ 
sued in the woods and mountains, and killed like wild beasts. And those that — 
were hid seas not to be found perished with cold and hunger. Hever: 
The commodious habitations of the planters were laid in ashes, ‘or levelled 
‘with the ground, and where the afflicted owners had shut themselves up in 
their houses, and were preparing for defence, they perished in the flames, t 
gether with their wives and children. Many were put to death in the mo 



















mo: 
horrid manner, and such as could only be invented by demons instead of me 
Great numbers were fastened to horses tails, and the beast being set on full 
gallop, by their riders, the wretched victims were dragged along till they éx- 
pired. Sotne they whipped to death, others they stripped naked, and exposed 
them to all manner of insult. Many hundred were drowned in rivers, some 
had their throats cut, others were dismembered. With sonie the exécrable 
villains made themselves sport, trying who could cut the deepest into English 
flesh; wives and young virgins were shamefully abused in‘presence of their 

arents. They taught their children, to strip and kill the protestants children. 

Vomen were fastened with their backs to posts, and being stripped to their 
waist, the inhuman monsters cut off their breasts with Hee ee in this po- 
sition they left them till they expired with loss of blood, Such was the worse 
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than savage ferosity of these barbaria s, that even unborn infants, were drag- 
ged forth to become victims to their ra Many an unhappy mother, near 
the time, of delivery, were hung n ‘ked on the branches of trees, and their 
bodies cut open, theit innocent offsr ..ng we rown to. dogs and swine, and 
to increase the horrid scene, they would ob e husband to be a spectator 
i But enough fo t place, we will now turn to 














* reformer, died peacefull 
secuting Rome, that after the effect of his preaching and)doctrines was more 
fully. seen than in bis life time, and having done so.much injury to popery that 
his bones were ordered to be dug’ up, after having laid undisturbed for 40 years, 
nd burnt, and the ashes cast. into an adjoining ‘brook, In the reign of Hen- 
ry VIIE. A.D. 1555, Bilney, Latimer, and many others were burnt: but 
_. when queen Mary came to the throne, the most severe persecutions commeni- 
ced. Hoper and John Rogers, were burnt in aslow fire. Saunders was 
c ely tormented a Jong time at the stake, before he expired, . Taylor was 
-a barrel of. pitch, and fire set to it. In the year 1555, 67: persons 
urnt ina fe “days, by that infamous. cruel Bishop, Bonner ; among 
whom were those famous protestants, Bradiord, Ridley, and Philpot. 
var 1556, eighty five persons. were burit ; among whom 
nd in the flames, being pregnant, and 
s born, which being snatched out by 
nS more: hum an her: persecutors, the magis- 
e again thrown he fre and burnt. “ Thus,” 
* the unborn child was burnt for heresy! O God. what is bu- 
en left. to.jtself? alas! dispositions, ferocious, and infernal, 
ign in the heart, of man!” After this, there were soon eighty 
poe ‘burnt; and the whole of the number who thus suffered death for the re- 
rmed religion under queen Mary, were 277 persons, of whom were 5 bish- 
ps5 2 clergymen, 8 gentlemen, 84 tradesmen, 100 husbandmen, labourers, 
and servants, 56 women, and four children ; besides these many were whip- 
ped, and 16 perished ‘ison. Lhe more extraoydinary as this was all done 
under the reign. one might conclude would have some 
tenderness, _ her ow! sex. But no, an Antichristian religion 
thisis the cause of so much cruelty by the: Antichris- 
Mary, like all other persecutors, never “prospered after- 
ter a short and wicked reign of 5 years, 4 months, and 11 days, 
she owned herselt, of that corrosive and mental torture, a bro- 


































; old duke of Norfolk paid a visit to bishop Gardner, at his house in London, 
In consequence of his being invited to dine with him, at that time. But so ea- 
_ ger was this bloody prelate to glut his ears with ihe news of the death of 
these sufferers, that he postponed bis usual time of dining, saying, ‘ he 
_ would not eat till he received positive assurance of the executign of the sen- 
tence which he knew was to be put in practice that day at Oxford.” 
Accordingly, as soon.as the messenger ‘arrived, which was not till four 
~@eclock, and had given. him assurance oF his crue! wishes being completed, 
he ort lered dinner, and sitting down to it with great apparent. satisfaction, 
j said, “now my lord ‘duke we can set down, and refresh ourselves with pleas- 
“ure.?? But observe the hand of God on this impious priest, no sooner had he 
swallowed a mouthful, than he was seized with a violent fit of illness, that he 
was removed from the table, and lived in great distress for 15 days, and then 
died a miserable death, as many such cruel persecutors had done before. _ 
Scotland also for many years together has been the scene of persecution 
_ by the papists, Also Spain, Italy, and the vallies of Piedmont, and almost every 
- other place in Europe, popery, wesee, has had the greatest hand in this cruel 
wicked work. It has to answer, also, for the lives of millions of Ji ews, Ma- 
hometans, and barbarians. When the Moors conquered Spain, in the ei 
century, they allowed the christians the free exercise of ee reli 












persecution in England. Though Wickliffe, the first 
y in his bed, yet such was the malice'and spirit of per- » 
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# a "Phe fatal day, on which Ridley, ane some others suffered at Oxford, the 
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in the fifleenth century, when the Moors were overcome, and Ferdinand suh- 
‘dued the Moriscoes, the descendants of the above Moors, many thousands were 
. forced to be baptised, or burnt, massacred or banished, and theirchildren sold 
for slaves; besides enumerable Jews who have shared the same cruelties, chief- 
ly by means of the infernal inquisition. A worse slaughter if possible was made 
_.among the’natives of Spanish America, where 15,000,000 are said. to have 
Me cen sacrificed to the.genius of popery in about 40 years. it has been com- 







puted that from first to last, 50,000,000 of protestants, have been the victims of 


the persecutions of the papists, and put to death for their religious opinions, 
Well, therefore, might St. John say, thatat Mystic Babylon’s destruction, 
“was found in her the blood of prophets, af saints, ard ull that ras slain 


upon the earth.” ie HRS: ale 





SECTION IIf. Persecutions by the Protestants. 


a ye, 
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No sooner than the protestant religion become established by the civil power, 
er by the accession of queen Elizabeth to the throne, which was in the year’ 
1558, than the protestants of the established church became persecutors. 
Just like as we have seen, when the Romish church was established. by 
Constantine, and as the papists then persecuted th ; fe cid dissente -s from 
the established church, so the copalian protes accordin: heir px 
er persecuted in their turn, the papists and’ their 
tant established church. rea . 

The first dissenters were known by the name of Puritants, and a 
by thatof protestant Nonconformist, i, e. those who would not confor 
discipline and rites of the churchof England... Ff any one refused to c 
to the least ceremony in worship, he wascast into prison, where many excel- 
lent men perished. Two Anabajtists, were burnt, and many banished;— 
Queen Elizabeth;put two Brownists to death, and it is said that more sanguina- 
ry laws were made in her reign, than in any of her predecessors, and her 
hands were stained with the blood of both papisis and puritants. James I. 
succeeded Elizabeth ; he published a proclamation, commanding: all protes- 
tants to conform strictly, and without any exception to all the rites and cere- 
‘monies of the church of England. Above 500 clergy were immedi- 
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ately silenced or degraded for ‘non-complying. The dissenters were dis- 
tressed and fined. ‘T'wo persons were burnt for heresy, one at s thfield, 
and the other at Litchfield; worn out with endless vexations, and ur easing — 
persecutions many retired into. Holland, and from thence to America. A 
judicious historian states that in this and the following reigns, 22,000 were 
banished from England, by persecution, to America. 7b AeA ga 
In Charles the first, time, arose the persecu‘ing Laud, who persecuted many. 
Dr. Leightox for writing a book against the Episcopal government, was fined 
£10,000, perpetual imprisonmentand whipping. He was whipped and placed 
in the pillory ; one of -his ears cut off, one side of hisnose slit; and then branded 
on the cheek with a red hot iron, with the letters S.'S. whipped a second time 
and placed on the pillory. A fortnight afterwards, his sores being not ‘yet 
healed, he had the other ear cut off, the other side of his nose slit, and the — 
other cheek branded. He continued in prison till the long parliament 
at liberty. } ; gists 
About four years afterwards, Wm. Pyrnn, a barrister, for a book he wrote 
against the sports on the sabbath was deprived from preaching, set in the pil- 
fory, had his ears cut off, imprisoned for life, and fined £5,000. It would re- 
quire a volume to detail all the cruel persecutions under the Episcopacy, by 
Joathsome dungeons, where many ended their poe and by many being con- 
demned, either to be hanged or burnt. Those dissenters. called the Brown- 
ista, in their petition and Jamentable complaint to parliament, in the year 1592, 
gay, that, ‘¢ No felons, no murderers, no traitors in England were so cruelly 
@ealt with,” : ioe 
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And also the Presbyterians, when their government came to be establish 
in England, were not clear from the charge of persecution. In 1648, the p 
liament became ruled by them, and published an ordinance against her 
and those who maintained, published, or defended certain articles whi 
called errors, should suffer death. Under it was called the con 
act, and Oxford act, itis recorded that “8,000 persons were imprisoned; @ 









yand 

reduced to want, and many to the grave.” At which time many of the peo=) 
le called Quakers, were grievously persecuted, both by Episcopalians and 
‘Presbyterians. And it isnot so great wonder when two such great reformers 
_as Martin Luther and Calvin, furnished examples in their own conduct, though 
in other respects, they, and many others, might be good or well meaning 
ae agers men, yet it is evident that neither of them, as well as others in that 
day, did not understand the rights of conscience. So far from it, that Luther 
speaking of those whom he deemed heretics, says, ‘* They ought to he con- 
fined and shut up tome certain place, and put under restraint as mad men.” 
\nd in the same work, (in his account of the Popish Church, p. 28,) speaking 
1e Jews, he says, “* their synagogues should be levelled with the ground ; 
iouses destroyed ; their books of prayer, and of the Talmud, and even 
f the Old-Testament taken from them; their Rabbies be. forbid to 
by hard labour to get their bread ; and if-they would not 

ished, as was formerly practised in France and Spain.” 
tic deserves to be burnt wherever he is found.”— 

uct tov Servertus is universally known. ‘ 

srestowehine of all is, that those who had preached and wrote 
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teach, and forced 

















agai secution, who had exclaimed against it as a great evil,fand who 
ha England, to New-England, in America, to avoid persecution, 
an¢ liberty of conscience, should, notwithstanding, become persecu- 


rs themselves ; first of the conformist, and then of the Quakers. To give a 
etail of all the abuse, by being set in the stocks, by being cruelly beaten and 
whipped, and thatoften at the cart’s tail from one town, or village to another, 
and that of tender women, and then turned into the wilderness to perish with 
- ‘cold and hunger; forbidding any one under a penalty of £5, to entertain or 
afford a Quaker the least sustenance ; and by fines, and cruel imprisonment, 
in which many died, and by being branded, and having their ears cut off, and 
otherwise disfigured, and by banishment, hanging, &c. would extend to sever- 
al hundred pages. Which persecution continued till king Charles was in- 
formed by one of the Quakers, “ that there was a vein of innocent blood — 
opened in hisdominions, which if it were not stopped, would overrun all.”— 

To which the king replied, ** but willstop thatvein.”” Orders were imme- 
diately issued by him for that purpose, which was in Sept. 1661, And the 
ship arrived at Boston with the same, on the 9th of December, the same year, 

when the persecution of these people ceased in America, but not entirely — 

« throughout England and. Wales, &c. till the year 1696. And these people 

have been the last that have been much persecuted at least not unto death.— 

_ And may this wicked crue! spirit, (with that of bigotry, prejadice, and super- 

stition, which altogether has metamorphosed men into infernals, and entirely 
extinguished all feelings of humanity and tenderness,) be totally banished 

. from off the earth, never more to be known as. long as the sunand moon en- 

_ dureth. And that truth, love, and forbearance may be substituted in the place 

thereof, and universally prevail, with that of all the human family, doing to 
each other, as all would in like circumstances. wish to be done by.—Which _ 


. may God of his infinite mercy Grant. 




















THE END, 
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LETTER ie 


Of ihe paler Privileges. ae Jewish Nulion sand 
the Causes of their ‘Prejudices against Christiantl ly. 








CHILDREN of the flock of Abraham, 
ihe sure promises of God. Bear, | intreat you, with 
the serious address of a Christian, who reverences your 
‘nation, is a believer iv the future glory of it, and isa 
worshipper of the God of your fathers, without admitting 
any other to share in the rights of divinity with him. — 

I admire your persevering faith in the promises at” 
- God, notwithstanding the most discouraging : a ippearan- 
ces. In this you shew yourselves to be ‘the. wo thy 
sons of the great patriarch from whom you are des Sen- 
ded. You have suffered more than any other pation 
under Heaven, but you justly believe it is no mor 
than was foretold by your great prophet Moses, and 
what you have brought upon yourselyes. — And, deliev- : 
ing in the.equity of the divine proccedings, | and in ‘the 
- veracity of that God, who has distin guished you as 
peculiar people, you cannot entertain a doubt, but that . 
whenever the cause of his displeasure is removed, he 
will turn from his fierce anger, and remember the co- 
venant which he made with your fathers, to be @ God 
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io them, and to their seed after them. He will make a 
full end of all other nations, that shall persecute and — 
oppress you; but you he will never utterly destroy. 
He will only correct you in measure, as we read, Jer. 

“sxxx. 1, xlvi.' 28: 

Your dislike of christians, and your abhorrence of 

_ their faith, is not to be wondered at, when it is consid- 
ered how much you have suffered by their cruel op- 
pression, and how contrary their doctrines have been 

: to the fundamental prine 

are the worshippers of the one living and truce God. 
But, besi him, the generality of eae have paid. 
divine honours to Jesus Christ, and in a great measure 











iples of your religion. You. 





also to those ‘dead men, whom they have “called Saints) 


who were no more the proper objects of worship than 
images of wood and stone, the work of men’s hands. 
‘Bat at this day the cruel usage you have met with from 
~ christian nations is happily much abated. Christians 





in general, and especially the more civilized among _ 


them, are disposed to treat you with equity and hu- — 
/ Manity and if you now make enquiry into their faith, 
you will find that many of them have rejected, as ee 
* and. corruptions of it, those doctrines which you se 
justly abhor. 


Jesus Christ, who was of your nation, was a wor- 


shi ipper of the same God with yourselves. He taught | 
his followers to worship the same great Being, and 
no other, and to regard himself as their master, but as 

_ nothing more than the messenger and servant of God, 
a prophet like unto Moses ; and the apostle Peter calls 
him, * @ man approved of God, by miracles, and won- 


ders, and signs, which God did by bim,”” Acts i 





< a 
nis vational: doctrine e ails more and more 


Se 


ise 


among christians 5 and by, reading the New Testament, 


been 


$ 






you will easily satisfy yourselves. that there has 
no more just reason why christians should pay divine 
ours to Christ, than your ancestors had lo bien 







But God, in the course of his 
a 


lapsing into idolatry. 
providence, has at length entirely cured you of 
least propensity to it. In like manner he thought pro 
per io ee enetans to fat po: age ‘idolatrous a 













 stieohis sha serve iach sabales 7,50 op with some bth 
christians, believe in the perpetual obligation of all 
age mires “Moses eg ea to Se es and th 






Fn. the bpd 
“establish it.?. Rom. ili. 31. 1 
apostles, being Jews, strictly conf formed Pith 


CS iaua Fin 


of your religion, and taught the same to all other chr 5 é 
oy 
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es 

ten Jewel though oo authorised not to enjoin 
the same Meanie on christians of other nations. 
Had they done this, there would have becn nothing to 
disting' 4 the posterity of Abraham from the rest of the 
world, : ae 
“Since Gheve(or wel valores christians believe in 
‘the’same one, living, aud true God with yourselves, it 
ime hoped that our mutual prejudices will in time 
abate, and that you will be prevailed upon to attend 
with calmness. to the reasons that may be laid before _ 
you, why you should believe in the divine ‘mission of 
‘ist, as well as in that of Moses, and consider his re- 
















as well, a 
The san 





) YOU. 
6 G sd j is the benevolent father of us all, and 





he has given us. equal powers of serving him, and being — 


happy in his favour. We are all equally subjects of 


this moral government here, and are by nature equally 
Og Bach 






ble of being heirs of immortality ‘hereafter. Per- 
mit us, therefore, to claim the title of your ‘brethren? 
while we acknowledge youas the elder branch of the 
family, aud do not envy you the pre-eminence that you 
are entitled to as such, S 
if you consider the tenor of all the prouites of Goa. 
to bam, and your grcat ancestors, yon will find 
thatnone of them respect the favour of God ina future 
world, but only in this, And though you have had pe- 
dvantages for knowing and serving God ; yet un- 
tess these be properly improved, having mcre to answer 
for than other nations, you will ce: tanks subject your- 
selves to a greater ‘condemnation. As God has never ~ 
spared our nation whencyer you have sinned, and Te- 










ibn as designed to be a blessing to the gentile w orld . 


Ny ae 





vende from him, but has aes punished you, ev en. 
with more ‘severity than he has done other nations, whe s 
were less favoured by him in this world, the same will, 
no. doubt, be the case in Oe world to comer: If the ret 





fromp Eolishwiest hereafter, it Cals would have dove Px 


oy 





so here. : . 
‘To you, as the’ posterity of Ayaan , Isaac, and 
cob, God has promised. the possession of the land 
of Canaan. But your greatest and most honourable 
distinction is that, when all the 
fallen. into idelatry and the Mohinable and hornd a 
“ces connected with it, God instructed you in the true 
knowledge and pure worship of himself, — 
means of your nation, that most importa 
the divine unity, has, together with the spirituality of 
his. worship, been preserved in the world through all 
ages, eycn to this day. 
You have been as the salt of the eaeih, ‘aiid re re 
the knowledge which has been diffused fe you to_ 
other nations, it has been preserved from universal cor- — 
ruption, From your nation God has madeé choice of 
his prophets, by whom he has revealed his will, not. 
to yourselycs only, but to all his offspring of raat: 
By Jesus Christ and his apostles, who were all Jews, 
he has taught his will to the whole world, calling upon das 
all men every where to ripent (Acts xvii. 30.) not that 
they may share in your peculiar privileges and hon- se 
ours here, bat that they may obtain immortal happi- 
ness, together. with all the virtuous of 1 nation, 
bevenier: 18 
At present your mation is under fhe cloud of ‘the 
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divine displeasure, and itis you have no piepbels 
amongyou, But when you ‘shall be obedient to God; 
and jen, in consequence of it, he shall restore you 
to the possession of your own country, divine commu- 
nication will again 925 — to ae and ~ ¥. 






“the hills, and all nations shall flow unto it, and many 


people shall go, and say, Come ye, let us go up to 
he mountain of the Lord 


“Jacob, aud he will teach us of his ways, and we will 





walk in bis path. Bor out of Zion shall go forth the : 


law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. And. 
he shall judge among the nations, and rebuke many 
people; and shey shali beat their swords into plough- 
shares, and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation 








they learn war any more.” » 
Oe 
LET PER TE 


of the ae sent dispersed and calamitor us Slate Ke 
Jewish Nation... 





letter, times so glorious for you, and so happy for al] 
ef the world, and [ trust: that God is now disposing 
things in the course of his providence, so as to hasten 

their apptoach. But assure yourselyes that {ill som: 





ce top of the ion and shall be alba above 


yall not lift up sword against nation, neith her shall 


1 rejoice exceedingly in the prospect of ae gira ‘ 
times announced in the prophecy quoted in my last 


fs 
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, to the house of the God Of a 
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TO THE JEws. as = 
obstacle, now existing, be removed by yourselves, Fe of oe 
times of honour and prosperity to your nation Pat 
come, The promises of God are sure. “HeisaGod 
of trath and without iniquity, just and right is he,” 
Deut. xxxil. 4. And as surely as he threatened to 
expel you rom the Land of Canaan for your diso- 
bedience, and has executed his threatenings iit thie : 
most dreadful manner, so surely will he fulfil his pro-: 
mise to restore you to it again, when you return to 
your ebedience, But this is the indispensable condi- __ 
tion of his favour, Attend to the word of God by 
Moses. a Soy s 
Deut. xxx. 1, &c. ‘And it shall come to pass, 
when all these things are come upon thee, the blessing _ 
and the curse which I have set before thee, and thou 
shalt call them to mind, among all the nations whither 
the Lord thy God hath driven thee, and shalt return 
unto the Lord thy God, and shalt obey his voice, 
according to all that I commanded thee this day, 
thou and thy children, with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul; that then the Lord thy God, 
will turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon 
thee, and will return, and gather thee from all the na- 
tions, whither the Lord thy God hath scattered thee.. 
Jf any of thine be driven out unto the utmost parts of 
Heaven, from thence will the Lord thy God gather thee, 
and from thence will he fetch thee. And the Lord thy 
God will bring thee unto the land which thy fathers pos- 
sessed, and a shalt possess it, and he wjll do thee 
good, and multiply thee above thy fathers. And the. 
Ford thy God will cirenmejse | thine heart, and the hear! 
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» of thy seed to| love the Lord thy God with all thine benet 
andy with all thy soul, that thou mayest live.” 
i Your present dispersed and calamitous situation is 
certainly a proof that you are at this me time under 
_ the divine displeasure. Otherwise his. h and would not 
_ be so heavy upon you. Examine then “impartially 
what is the real cause of it, and make it your business 
{o remove it. The- ch f cause of God’s displeasure 
against you in former times, was your falling into idola- 
a try: of this you wereeffectually cured by the Baby- 
Jonish captivity. But another cause was the obstinacy: 
and incredulity with which your ancestors were char- 
ged, when they were called a stuff necked and rebellious 
generation, disobedient to the prophets whom God 
from time to time sent to them. 
‘It is with reluctance that I bring these things to your 
remembrance, and only from a principle of sincere 
good- -will to. you. How many prophets of God were 
cruelly treated, and cut off by your forefathers, as your 
scriptures testify? But their descendants repented of 
this, as we read in the books of Ezra and Nehemiah, 
where. you have an excellent pattern of national humi- 
Nation for national sins, and an account of the return 
of God’ 's favour in consequence of it. 
- Bear with me, I intreat you, if, on this occasion, I 
remind you of a serious warning given you by Christ, 
which at the same time shows his prophetic spirit, and 
the true cause of your present sufferings. It was de- 
livered in your temple, a few caye before his deaths, 
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‘Matt. xxi. 23, &c. “There was a eértain housetiel ltr, ; 


who planted a vineyard, “and hedged it round about, 
and digged a wines ess i in it, and built a tower, ant 
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Jet it out to: husbandmen, and went into a far c 
And when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his. 
servants to the husbandmen, that they might receive 

the fruits of it.. And the husbandmen took his servants, 
and deat one, and killed another aud stoned another. 
‘Again, he ae other servants, more than the first, and 
they did unto them likewise. But last of all he sent 
unto them his son, saying, The: 
son. _ But when the husbar 






- will reverence my 
men saw the son, they 


et 


said among themselves,.'Phis is the heir, come, letus _ 


kill him, and let us seize on his inheritance, And they 
caught him, and cast him out of the vineyard, and slew 
him. When the Lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, 
what will he do unto those husbandmen? | They” (that 
is, your Scribes and Pharisees, before whom he deliver- 
ed this remarkable parable) say unto him, He will mis. _ 
ctably destroy those wicked men, and will let outhis — 
vineyard to other husbandmen, who shall render him | 
the fruits in their-seasons.’’—-Our Saviour afterwards 
“added (ver. 44) ‘ Therefore the kingdom of God shall 
‘be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth 
dhe fruits thereof.” Has not this prophecy been. as 
awfully fulfilled as that of Moses ? 

The continuance of your calamities shows. that the 
eause of ihe divine displeasure against you is not only 
something wrong done by your ancestors, but-also some 
thing that is approved, and persisted in, by yourselves, 








and it is not for immoralities of a common. kind: that fr 


God. punishes you. with so much severity. For other 
natiens have been, in these respects, as wicked as: you; 
but no nation ever suffered as you have dene. 

It is in vain to allede that you are now suffering for 


i atin 
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% sour nation, and even for that of the golden calf. God 
ss _ expressly ‘says, Exod. xx. 5. that he visiteth the ini- 
~ quities of the fathers upon the children to the third or 
fourth generation only ; whereas many gen ations have: 

passed since you have been wholly expelled from the 
land of Ganaans Besides you were punished for all 


your sins prior to. the Babylonish capltivity, by that 
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captivity. Your restoration to your country is a proof 


of that; and God would not punish you again, and at 
the distance of so many ages, and with so much More 
severity, for the same offences. - 

Consider also, that a cat-tivity of seventy years only, 
without any peculiar hardship during the continuance 
of it, was deemed a suflicient Sanithabhe for all ; 7a 

offences committed before that period; whereas you 
ave experienced unspeakably greater calamities, and 







christianity, than the amount of all your sufferings , 
vious to it. Besides, you have sufficiently repented 


_ of your ill usage of all the preceding prophets, and _ 


nothing more is requisite to obtain the divine forgive- 
ae and the return of his favour. 
- Be not, therefore, offended, if with great sincerity, but- 
‘ei equal affection, 1 must observe, that, according to 
appearances, there is no other cause of God’s displets: 
ure against you besides your rejection and persecution 
of the prophets of your own nation. Christ and the 


. apostles, who were sent to you in the first place, and 


- who confined their instractions to your nation, till, be- 
ing rejected by you, they were directed to preach ‘the 
“gospel to the Gentiles. This circumstance contributed 





3 all the sins of your weabdines from the beginning of 


>of much longer. continuance, since the prownsleatieg of 


pre- 


q 


LETTERS ¥ : 





£0 THE JEWS. 





‘fo “qin the hatred of. your ancestors against | t 
preachers of the gospel, and against the gospel itsell : 
and the same spirit (so hostile to the gospel, and to God, . 
if he be the author of it, an¢ which must necessarily. 
“have excited his displeasure against you) has actuated 
your nation, in a greater or less degree, in all aZes;- 
even to this day. But. when, duly humbled and in- 
structed by your afflictions, you shall be more dispo-- 
sed to hear, and attend to, the voice of God speaf- 
ing to you’ by his servants, so that some of you at.» 
Jeast, shall show a beiter disposition towards chris- ie 
dianity (which does not at all interfere with your 
attachment to the laws of Moses) he may have mercy 
“ apon you ; and your complete conversion may, per- 
haps, be reserved till your return to the land of 
se naan. For the sake of a righteous few, God may ha 
: compassion on the many. But he only knows wha 
his own secret purposes are. Of this we may be sal- 
isfied, that the Judge of all the earth will do that which 
is right?? (Gen. xviii. 25.) and least of all will be Cy 
just to the. descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and | acob, 
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of the Historical Evidences of the ee ue Of gee 
| : Christ. 


REVIEW, I intreat you, the history of the times 
in which the gospel was published, and the coaduct 
of your ancestors in them; and you will find ha they 
“rejected those who came to them from God, bringing 
the same testimonials of a divine mission that Moses 
and the preceding prophets had brought before them. 
For, like them they also did what no men could 
have done, if God had not been with them. They 
healed all diseases by a word speaking, they even raised 
é dead, and Christ himself rose from the dead after 
re had Been publicly crucified. : 

As a true prophet, Christ foretold the dreadfia e ae 
tamities which befel yourn nation in that generation, and 
with “the truest sympathy he even shed tears on the 
prospect of them. Thus we read in one of our gos. _ 
pels, written before the destruction of Jerusalem by 
Vitus, Luke xix. 41. ‘ And when he was come near, 
he beheld the city, and wept over it, saying, If thou . 








hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the _ 


‘things which belong unto thy peace! But now they are 
hid from thine eyes. For the days shall come upon — 
thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, — 
‘and compass thee round, and keep thee in on every 
side, and shall lay thee even with the ground, and 
ihy children within thee; and they shall not leave in 
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thee one stone upon another, because thon knewes 
not the time of thy visitation.” ee s 

That. Christ. performed miracles, your ancestors, — 
Who saw them, did not deny; but they weakly ascribed 
some of the most remarkable of them io the aid of 
Beelzebub ; and it has since been said by your writers, 
that he performed his miracles by means of some in- 
effable name of God, which he stole out of the temple. _ 

I will not affront your understandings so much as to 
refute such pretences as these. If God could permit 
Christ to impose upon your nation, and the world in 
_ this manner, be migh have suffered Moses to do the 
‘Same, and there could be no guard against the grossest 
impostures. Assure yourselves, therefore, that God, 
the God of your fathers, could never suffer your na-. 
tion to be deceived in this manner. The powers of _ 
_-nature will never be controuled but by the God of ha-~ 
ture, and by persons actually commissioned and i im- 
powered by him. Set et 

Think not that I wish to undervalue the evidence 
for ithe divine mission of Moses. I give as firm an as-_ 
sent'to it as any of yourselves can do. The history 





of Moses is most essentially different from the fabulous 
histories of Greece and Rome; his history having been 
written in the age in which he lived, and the histor 
| your nation having been continued without interruf Ze Z 
tion from that time to what is universally allowed te ~ 
be the time of certain history, and in such a manner 
as that the connection gives the highest aes to. 






the whole. : 
Such a history as yours eould never have. been re- 
ceived as true, in the age o of Moses itself, a in all fol: 
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_Jowing ages, if it had not been so. Your nation, whicit 
by its long continuance in Egypt had acquired a fond. 
_ ness for its superstitions, was exceedingly averse to the 

Yaws and constitutions of Moses, and therefore would. 
never have been brought to submit to them, if they had 
not been persuaded, by evidence in which they could 
not be deceived, that they were prescribed by God. 

The evidence for the divine mission of Moses was, 
Ysay, of such a nature, as that it was impossible that 
your ancestors should have been imposed upon with 
‘Fespect to it. The miracles were not things done ip 
the presence of a few interested witnesses, but in that 

of both Egyptians and Israelites. Your whole uation 

Walked on dry land through the Red Sea, and through 

the channel of the river Jordan. They all beard the 

voice of God speaking to them distinctly (not a single 

articulate word only, but all the Ten Commandments) 
from mount Sinai, and they were fed with manna from. 
Heaven forty years. In things of this public nature ne | 


people could be imposed upon. 
It is not, indeed, possible to account for your ances- — 


s (who were not in other respects more knowing 
n the rest of the world, and who were inferior in sci- 
e to. the Egyptians and, Babylonians) having a more” 
fect knowledge of God, and a purer method of wor. 
_ ship than other nations had, but on the supposition of 
their having been favoured with such divine communi- 
cabons as your history gives an account of, Where. 
_butin your scriptures, in all the periods of antiquity, 
and the most- polished 1 nations, shall we find such com- 
positions as those which are contained in your book of 
poalms ¢ . os iS in v i lock for such sentiments 
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ef. reverence for the universal providence, and the 
righteous government of one living and true God in any | 
hymns. composed by writers of other nations. A re 
gion so authenticated as yours, is certainly fititled” to 
-your most zealous attachment. 
© Bat it is not sufficient to obey one messenger of God 
only, and disregard others, who come with the same 
commission. ‘The reverence which your ancestors had 
for Moses did not excuse them when they rejected Eli- 
jah, Jeremiah, and others whom God sent. If, there- 
Jore, John the Baptist and Jesus:Christ, were actually © 
sent to you witha commission from God; if they and 
‘the apostles were really prophets, your adherence to 
‘Moses and the other prophets will not excuse your 
rejection of them. For it 1s a rejection of the authority 
{ God, by whom they were sent. 
. Now, without any disparagement to the evidence 
for the divine mission of Moses, that of Christ may be 
“shewn to be even clearer and stronger, at least to us 
at this day? because the history of his miracles i is More 
within the limits of certain history. 
_ Are the books of Moses genuine, the real production 
= the age in which the events recorded in them are 
said to have taken place. So are our four gospels, and 
the book of Acts. For they also may be traced up 
to the time ia which the events recorded in them ha. E : 
pened, so that they could never have been received as ee 
they were, if it had not been well known that thie? par. ae 
‘iculars contained in them were true. ieee 7. 
‘Were your forefathers-so disposed that they: wrould 
not have submitted te the institations of Moses, with: 
: Pies gables Oe coe | ae 
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“out the mest satisfactory evidence, that they were 
prescribed-to them by God? The apostles also, and 
thousands of your countrymen, in the age of Christ, 
“wvere no less averse to receive such doctrines as those 
“which he taught them. Would they have received 
such a person as Jesus, a crucified malefactor, a dea - 
man, for their Messiah, if the clear evidence of the | 
miracles wrought by him in his life time, and especially 
that of his resurrection from the dead, had not compel: 
fed them to it? They were no less attached to the 
opinion of the Messiah being a great prince and a con- 
gutrorthan you are at this day. But being men of in- 
genvous minds, they not only abandoned that favourite 
doctrine, but every thing dear to them in the world, 
and even life itself, for the sake of truth and a good 
‘Dascience, 
Mf you examine the particulars of the miracles of . - 
Christ, you will find that, though none can be said to 
vie with some of those recorded by Moses in point of” 
“Splendor aud magnitude ; yet, that with respect to noto- — 
mety, and frequency, they were abundantly safficient. 
ta. show, that there could be no trick or collusion in. 
the case ; and most of them were such as also mark 
fhe great benevolence of his character. He healed the. 
sit ; and not ene or two only, but, during a great part 
of his public ministry, he went about hearing all that 
“were brought to him, and especially diseases of the 
- most obdurate kinds, which seldom yield to any medical 
_ treatment, and such as, if ever they be cured, it is only 
_ ux a long course of time, as. palsies, leprosies, lunacies, 
Bnd cases of blindness. He raised no less than three 

poreonsfrom the dead, and two of them in the presence 
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of a. great number of persons, bis. enemies as well as 
friends, ; 
~ A miracle something similar to that of your forela Sos 
thers being fed with manna, ‘was iis feeding first five — 
thousand, and afterwards four thousand men, besides, 
\.avomen and children, with a small quantity of provi- 
Sion. With respect to a mere command of the powers 
of nature, what could | show it more than his stilling a 
-, tempest, or his walking on the sea, in which there 
could be no artifice by which the spectators could be 
imposed upon? And though after his resurrection, he 
did not appearto all the people, he was repeatedly | 
seen and examined by numbers of those who were best 
acquainted with him, and at one time by more than five: 
hundred persons at once. At first his disciples had ne 
expectation of ever seeing him again and therefore 
could nothave been pre-disposed to believe the fact; 
and afterwards they had leisure to converse with a 
‘and examine him as particularly as they pleased; and 
in the presence of a great number of them, he ascen@- 
ed into heaven. After this he appeared to one of the 
most inveterate enemies of his religion, Saul. of Tarsus, 
who, being thereby convinced of the truth of chris- 
jianity, became a zealous preacher of it. Read the 
history, a and you must perceive that it bears, in all 
respects, as evident marks of truth as that of Moses, S 
The obstinacy and incredulity of your nation in gen- a 
eral, in the time of our Saviour and the apostles, may 
be satisfactorily accounted for on the principles - of 
uman nature, over which motives of interest, ambi- 
tion, and moyen, have often more inflnence than 
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all other considéeation: “How fie. did the great body 
of! vour nation revolt from their allegiance to God; 
notwithstanding the clear and frequent proofs of his 
"interposition? Within a very few days after the most 
_ express command, given from the mouth of Goa 
himself, in an audible voice from mount Sinai, forbid-\ 
ding them to make any graven image, they made a 
golden calf, and bowed dow before it. 
Is it then any thing very. extraordinary, thaf, 
chagrined as your ancestors were, disappointed in thé 
humble appearence of Jesus, and stung by his severe, 
‘though just reproofs of theif hypocricy and other vices: 
‘they were so far from hearkening to him that they ap- 
préhended him, and put him to death; and that they 
persisted ip wreaking their vengeance on his followers ? 
jt is but too natural for interested, ambitious, and irri- 
‘tated men, to act as they did. But that Jesus, who 
was so unlike what was expected of the Messiah, 
‘should have been received in that character by such» 
numbers of your countrymen, cannot be accounted for 
but on the supposition that they had received the full-~ 
est satisfaction that his claim was well founded. 
It is, indecd, hardly possible io account for the 
very pretensions of Jesus himself, on any principles 
but the fullest conviction in his own mind, that God 
had sent him. He was a man of Virtue and integrity 
if eyer there was one; and, as appears by his whole 
: history, he was no wild enthdsiaet: but of a very cool 

aod temperate mind. Being a Jew as well as your- 
selves, he would naturally have the same notion of the 
” Messiah that other Jews of his age had, and which you 
—vefain to this day. What then could have given him 
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an idea of a spiritual, inated SE Cabaret tnedom 2 


<6 


and what could have si i 
of a.violent death to which h 
himself, and which in his coolest moments he frequently, 

expressed his: deliberate’ i intention of doing, in fat 
confidence.of. being soon raised to life again, but Hy 
firmest persuasion that God was with him, and would ~ 
carry him through bis arduous undertaking ? 

Had Jesus been an impostor, like others by Hoon. 
you hnve been imposed upon iuce,, he would certainly f 
have availed himself of the popalar prejadices, inst ' 
of opposing them.—He would have courted the loadin 

“men of his country,,and not have irritated theni against | 
him; or at least would have secured a sufficient num 
ber of partizans among the common people ; and at 
al’ periods of his- pistory, ‘and especially in the 
hich he was crucified, they were mach dis- 
‘posed-in his favor. But he always himsedf prbones. 
every attempt to make him a king. ‘ : 
If he had not been a good man, aswell as s fally per 
suaded of his divine mission, he would naturally have oe 
assumed the title and rank of a King, in order to gain. 
_ followers; and having no expectation of a- spiritual : 
kingdom, or of any reward in another life, he would 
“never have been so foolish, or so mad, as to have sub- 
mitted to die, when it was in his power to make hi 
escape. For when those who were sent to apprehend 
him were struck with awe, and fell backwards to the 
ground (John xviii, 6.) he encouraged them, and yol- 
untarily went with them, though he knew it was to 
certain death. Saye: 


orted him under the terror _ 
O voluntarily surrendered 
































very unnatural choice. of a he , to whom all the 
honor was given ; ; aman: “whose raanence: whatever it 
was, must have expired with him, and whose name, as 
tbat of a crucified malefactor could have been no credit 
to them. Besides, it is highly improbable: that they,: 
“whose ambition led them to dispute, as we find they 
did, about precedency while their master was living, 
~ should live in the most perfect harmony, and jointly 
carry on the same scheme, after his death, with no 
bond of truth and integrity to keep them together ? 
Consider then, I beseech you, the history of Christ, 
which is as authentic as that of Moses, or that of any — 
of your prophets. The transaetions of it, and of the 
period which followed it, were not things done in a cor- 
ner (Acts xxvi. 26.) And consider whether, as men a 
reason and understanding, you can account for the re- 
: ception of christianity in so great a part of the world, 
: and, especially by so many of your countrymen, and fact 
its continuing to gain ground, and establish itself, not- 
- wit standing the most violent opposition, both from the _ 
3 of f your nation, and all the other powers of the 
w orld, on any other supposition than that of its hevine 2 
come from God. 
Jesus Christ was not such a i 








ana as Mahomet,. who — 
pretended to no miracle besides the composition of th 
- Koran (which it certainly does not exceed the capaci- 
ty of man to write) and who propagated his religion by 
the sword. Christ and the. apostles appealed to mira- 
cles of the most public nature, and had ne means of 













agin sects christiar a : ae t fi 
them a due examination of th ‘cal Edeice for it. 
‘They have contented théthsel with saying i in gener- 
al, that christianity was received by very few of your 
countrymen, and those the lowest of the people ; and 
that even among the gentiles, the professors of it were 
not numerous before it was established by the power of 
Constantine. , 

Now a slight acquaintance with history would con- 
vince you that this was far from being the truth of the - 
case, The history of the book of Acts (the authority 
of which was never disputed, any more than that of 
the books of Moses) shews that there were many thou- 
sands of christian Jews in Jerusalem itself, presently | 

after the death and resurrection of Christ, and many 
_of them of considerable rank. And, according to oth- 


er, the most authentic, accounts, there appears ‘tae 


= 


have been a large body of Jewish christians (generally ae 
called Ebionites) residing chiefly in Syria, whither ‘they - ; 
_ had retired upon the approach of the Jewish war; and | 
there were even several considerable writers wets 
‘them. Of these | shall only mention Hegesippus, who | Z 
wrote the history of the christian church, in continua 
tion of the book of Acts; and Symmachus, who, be- — 
_ sides translating the Older estament into Greek, wrote 
ee Commentary on the Gospel of Matthew, in which — 
he undertook to refute the story of the miraculous con- 
ception. They were also learned Jewish christians of 
whom Jerome learned the Hchren: tongue, Ms 
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e WS isos them many 
haracter, and that they 
canes. before the time of 


persons of w 
endured seve 
Constantine. 
period whicl ull of civil dissention, and whos 
having had many * competitors to contend with, must 
_have had many more to fear, have safely changed the 
public religion of the Roman empire, if the minds of 
‘the people: had not been well prepared for it, by their 

general profession, or at least good epinion, of chris- 

-tianity ? cs : 

Now what we maintain is, that this: state iiinc 
(which no person acquainted with’ history can deny} 
could not have taken place without such evidence of 
_ the miracles: aiid resurrection of Christ, as it was not 
“in the | power of those who had the ly opponent? of 

‘ enquiring | into it, to resist. : 
dno der. to form a right judgment with respect to 
C ts Oa which the truth of christianity depends, 
t me to observe, that you must not (as too many 
of you, Tperceive, do) confine yourselves to the read- 
e ‘ing 2 of books writen by your countrymen, but give due 
attention to. Greek and Roman literature; by which 
saly” you ean form a just idea 0 the state ie things in 
tae times ia which christianity was promulgated. It is 
well known that there are no Hebrew writings of tha 
period now extant. But other nations have had writers 
and historians, as well as yours 5 and they are inti- 
fled to credit in erepeiien | to the gee of good i me 
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Jormation, and of ver: Read 
then with atten ion thet the age in which 
christianity was pron and others that 
are able to throw lig tia sider who they 
were that rejected it. T suaded, will sat- 
isfy you, that the work ashe and tt ‘ore that it 


aas in vain that the raters 


on, and the 
world opposed it. . 
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Of the Doctrine concerning the Messiah. 
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oe oe that rniaerer miracles oy have 













apes those as and oe is really ae 0. 
person 1 who is distinguished by the title of the Messiah, a 
or the anointed messenger of God. That particular 

ed is not used ret a Feo who pire it to € C: 
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ed many centuries a =: 24.) For seventy weeks 
(ora. period consi: of as many years as seventy 
weeks contain ; ym. he command to rebuild Jeru- 
co which es t ruins, must, on any compu- 


: time of Christ. 

i nis celebrated treatise intitled 
the Bulwar a the fait says, that the seventy weeks 
of Daniel area period of four hundred and ninety years, 
to be reckoned from the word of God to Jeremiah con- 
cerning the return from the Babylonish captivity, or . 
from the destruction of the temple by Nebuchadnezzar, 
“to its destruction by Titus (Section 42.) He also says, 

_ that Messiah, the prince, in the former part of the proph- 

ecy, means Cyrus, who is called the Messiah, or the 

anointed, by Isaiah ; ; and that by the Messiah who i is to 

be cut off, in the latter part of the prophecy, is meant 

ihe last king of the Jews, or Agrippa the younger, who 

39 said by a spurious Joseph (never quoted by any wri- 
ter before ‘the twelfth century) to have been kil ed by 
_Vespasian b before the taking of the city. eS 
to eneaton no more objections to this Egat 












Sant fifty years; and king Agrippa was not cut 
at all, but probably efided his days peaceably at 
‘ ‘ome, as may be collected from the best accounts of 
a him, Besides, the Messiah mentioned in the iwo parts 
of the same prophecy, is no doubt, the same person, 
whoever he was; and if this be not your proper Messiah, 
where de you find him vide? at taut by uae in 
"any prophecy wha atever? 
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ihe Fest high ioe who li e 
ter, Nehemiah. But itis n 
how ill this idea correspond la 
srophec - : 
oe a which, for wise pu s, God Faia. 
fered you to fall into, has arisen from your SS ae 
distinguished between this suffering Messia As Koya 
prince of the house of David, under ace seks 
enjoy the great prosperity that is nk ra erect 
latter days. All the temporal emesis a ao : 
will certainly be your lot ; and the Mc : ° | 4 
fo Vi Bap $+ ta eat thee 
ter that is to be regarded. But ifyo 
sisson OF Jenusy? you cannot object to his’ cin. of be 
ing that suffering Mee eGumunted by the prophets. — 


- Your future glory is. distinctly foretold: by. many of 
ee Itis ever the great toed, \ 
— €cy from AMP 15 Zechariah. But es m 
its. Proper time Add while 
to Tesist God, in rejecting 


e anguage ot the 
















@ you continue ob 


those whom he 
You, and cherish a temper of mind so utie 


thy of the high rank that is destined for you, ld 
‘sec how it can be consistent with the prophecie 


¥ou should be in any other state than that most ui 
PY One in which you now are. 
You expect that your Messiah will he lineally de- 
scended from David, and therefore you cannot be re- 
conciled to the idea of Jesus being that Messia, be. 
cause christians say that they had no human father ; ses 
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POS eset cs he could not | 
he said to be the son of David. But it is no where, 
said that the person wh is characterised by the title of 
‘Messiah, should be descended from David, but only 
that prince under w 
prosperity, : 
- However, the history of the miraculous conception 
of Jesus does not appear to me to be sufficiently au- 
thenticated. The evidence of it is by no means the 
same with that of his public life, his miracles, his death, 
and resurrection, which-are all that the truth of chris« 
dianity requires (and of which there were many wit- 
nesses) and the original gospel of Matthew, reecived 








hom you are to enjoy your tempora! 








s, as well as ours, 





free from mistakes, or exempt from interpoliations.— 
i “OU knowledge, have, in a cours 
time, suffered in the-—sespects. But it is-— ; thing 
wna beet ‘that the great events, on+tich every ge 
‘that is of importance to our relhig 
we : ny Sad that is not necessarily connected set 
Y aito : : 
ents, and therefore is not supported cl nen 
Be should think ourselves at liberty to re- 
ae rding to its separate evidence-— 
risti ievers in 
{and many other christians, are no ae _ 
i conception of Jesus, but are 0: Opin 
iti nof Joseph, who was 
son, that he was the legitimate so aso 
Jom family of David ; and such seems to: neve : 
ee t body of Jewish christians, whe 
f informing themselyes con- 


» frue. 








4, 


or reject it, acco 
the miraculou 
the opinion of the grea 
had more opportunity © 


a 





‘cerning ihe bet wae the gel 
less firm 1 believers: PD ai 
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J | LETTER V. 
- Miscellaneous Observations, and Conclusion. 


Some of you perhaps may say, that you cannot en- 
ter into any discussion concerning the evidence of 
christianity, till the different professors of it shall 
agree among themselves, and tell you whatit really is. 
But this demand would ‘be manifestly unreasonable ;. be- 
cause it is very possible that christianity may be true, 
though many persons should hold wrong opinions con- 
cerning it. You Jews hold very different opinions 
jog many things relating to your law. But does 
pore that it has no foundation int 






truth?” 
There is not indeed, any sullieut of Kapns specu- 
lation, with respect to which different men have not 
maintained different opinions. - But would you think it 
wise in any person to refuse tostudy the law, or medi- 
cine, or philosophy, till all the professors of these sci- 
ences were agreed about the principles of them. 
es all christians are agreed with respect to the 
‘a articles of their faith. They all maintain that 
au 1d a divine mission, evidenced by his* miracles: 
he rection ; that he was the person announced 
by your Bogie. under the character’ of the Messiah ; “ 
and that, though be is ascended to’ Heaven, he will’ 
come again to raise the dead, and judge the world.—~ 
“Admit the truth of these articles only, and we shall _ 
xeadily acknowledge you to be christians. As you ac- © 
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a ms 
knowledge any man to be a believer in the religion of 
Moses, who admits his divine mission ; nothing is Te= 
quisite to denominate any person christian, but the  , 
believing the divine mission of Christ.* F Pie | 

If it stagger you to think that christianity should have 
‘been so corrupted, as it must have been if my ideas of 
it be just; I beg leave to refer you to my History of the 
Corruptions of Christianity, in which you will find the 
origin and progress of them, I flatter myself, satisfac- 
torily accounted’ for, without implying any reflection 
on christianity itself. And if. you wish to have a more 
particular account of the origin of the doctrince of the 
trinity, at which you are so justly scandalized, I refer 
you to my History of early Opinions concerning Jesus 
Christ, in which you will see a full account of the rise 
and progress of that doctrine, with all the changes it 
has undergone, from its source in the Platonic philoso- 
phy to the present day: a 

You may, however, say, that Christians are so. much 
divided among themselves, that you do not know which 
denomination of them you can joins But the same 
may be said concerning your religion. For there are. : 
different sects among you, and you differ in ' : 
pretation of your scriptures as we do in that of ot 

Besides, there is no occasion for you Jews to col 
yourselves with any class of Christians. On the co 
trary, sinice you are still to be distinguished as Jews, 
no 16ss than as christians, it will be more conven 
for you to form a separate church, and to keep your 









pe 
3 i cm ce Maa (RES 
* Je means a. nominal christian, or one who, only has the name. - 


Barely believing, will not make a real christian: “Epitor: ~ 
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oe ae 


_ Sabbath as you now'do. There are some christiang 


who observe the seventh day as well as yourselves, and 
We conside this circumstance. as making no schism in 
the’ christian church, All the ancient Jewish chris- , 
tians observed tNe seventh day for the purpose of pub- 
lic worship. OE te oc a 
Tt has pleased divine providence, for Wise. ends, no 


doubt, to permit both your religion and Ours to be 
‘grossly corrupted. Many things have been added to 
your law entirely foreign to it; and this has also been 
the case with christianity, To the simple doctrine of 
the gospel have 2. added such opinions (borrowed. 
from heathen philosophy) as are utterly discordant with 
“its ‘genuine principles, especially that of the divinity of 
Christ; though the New Testament no more represents 
him asa 8 the Old Testament does Moses, _ 
But, as I have s. » there are Many christians who kold 
that doctrine, and that of the trinity, in as much abhor- 
‘rence ag you tanidoyal = 4h emer, See 


«By all 








leans read the New Testament for yourselves; ons 


and examine it with impartiality. It will he bet wa 


means of its connection with the Old, as it 
books written by your countrymen, to whom 
tures, and ‘the language in’ which they are, 
rere familiar; sé that the phraseology is very. 
same in both. You will find the historical 

1 are those of the greatest importance, writs 

ith the same simplicity with those of the Old Tes- 
tament Dy men of ihe greatest integrity and piety, who: 
like your sacred Writers, do not conceal their own 
faults, or those of their friends ; and Very far will you 
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-be | 
2 foe ree hdl in them any marks of. artifice, or of 
reseabe ee upon their readers, if it had been i in 
a fits hich it evidently was not. . 
a art perusal of these books, with an — ‘ 
bee ie iii as are incident to all writers, 
eee criptares not excepted, cannot but give 
eras ae impression of the characters of Christ 
ae eens dispose you to give more attention 
ray A ide of their mission from aod. But, by all 
ms Me aatee mes men of reason and ‘religion, endea- 
ie rs a TPR of that extreme abborrence - 
bi il +38 u have generally regarded our religion: 
you to form ee eee ‘ es . nee . 
ue n uch an extreme - 
| ae Se oh a of you have shown to the very name of 
'y must ocapacitate ersons for inde 
— SPiN good 2 
evil for the sake of the 

















oaed that is connected with it. 


Even the general unbelief of your nation, which i: is so 
much to be lamented in some respects, has | had 
with regard ‘to the credibility of the “gos 
Had the great body of your nation, and esp 
the rulers of it, in the time of Christ, or th } 
apostles, embraced christianity; 5 it was a. religion” 
which sprung UP among yourselves, it would have beer 
said, at this day, that it was 3 contrivance of those 
had it in their power to impose upon the common peo- 
ple; and to make them believe whatever they pleased; 
and that your scriptures, which bear testimony fo Christ, 
had becu altered lo favo yr the imposture. — Whereas. 
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ihe violent opposition which your nation in general, 
and the valettot it, made to christianity, and which has 
_ continued to the present day, will forever put it out of 
the power of unbelievers to-say, that it was a scheme 
which the. founders of it carried on-in concert with 
any human powers. The work was not of man, but of 
Gok It was founded on truth, and the gates of death 
cannot prevail against it. Matt. xvi. 18. 
But if your temporary unbelief has answered so va- 
luable a purpose, a much greater, and a more happy one 
may be expected from your conversion to christianity, at 
the present, or some future time, when with that will be 
connected your restoration to the divine favor, your re- 
settlement in your own country, and that glorious and 
prosperous state in it which is certainly reserved for 
you. This will be such a fulfilment of a long train of 
prophecy. now existing, in : ‘our sacred books and ours, — 
TSBs, and’ Jacob, to the end of ime, Abraham, 
f Tbh. and the degree _ 
te appea ng etence of 
to make us ra ~ cannot doubt 
guish what ; amine our prin- 
shall be balan oni what is 
Cquainted with 
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ruption wil! likew 





So es = ¥ this means we 
bs ‘Teal nature and value of Beiuiba 3 
better oranna. Christianity, and y; 
We sacle oii S SAS unwavering He: oe 
a Neestonsigpithice : if ve had only received it ie: me 
Knowledge of hes ’ny €xamination of oyr own, It j 
€ pposition that had been mad ; : . 
si : ae < pe ade to any 
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system, and of the power of truth in over brebming that 

opposition, that can alone give a firm establishment to 
Gries faith in it. = - 

W e therefore owe infinite obligation to your nation, 

lor upbraiding us, as you have never ceased to do, wit 3 
paying divine honours to Jesus Christ, and making a 
trinity in the divine nature, and consequently ae 
being tdolaters. es 

It has been one principal means of making the 1 more 

inquisitive among us to consider whether the heinous 
charge was a just one; and the consequence has been, 
. that. we have found it to be so. You had reason on 
your side, and we yield to it. With the same candour, 
do you also examine whether we have not, in other re- 
spects, reasons on. our side also, and submit to that, 
not to us, who are only the means in the hand of Pies: 
_ idence of holding it out to you. 

If you will examine impartially what christianity i Is, 
you will find in it nothing at which yours minds ought to — 
revolt, Itis perfectly consistent with all the zeal you 
now have for the law of Moses, though it 

















have made to it, and which no person, except one 
_ thorised by God for the purpose, had any right to ma’ 
_ Christianity inculcates as fully as Moses himself, th 
‘doctrines of the divine unity, and that of his placabilit 
to returning penitents, and it asserts with peculiar clear, 
ness and energy that fundamental article of all practicay 
religion, the revelation of a future life, rectifying some 
mistake into which your ancestors seem to have fallen 
with respect to if. Baty whether his be offended, or 
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not, cia ty opens the gates of heaven to all the 
gentile world. : 

This doctrine, however, is by no means inconsistent 
rith any thing contained in your scriptures, but on the 
‘contrary, is really implied in them. For there we read 
that Enoch,. Noah, Job, and many others, enjoyed the 
favor of God (and they will no doubt be happy in a fu- 
ture state) though they lived before tlie publication of the 

aw of Moses, oreven the appointment of circumcision. 

It is evident, therefore, these rites are not, in their 
own nature, necessary to acceptance with God. 

Nay, Abraham himself became the friend and the fa- 
¥ orite of God before he was circumcised: and ncither 
he, nor Isaac, nor Jacob, were acquainted with the 
peculiar law of Moses. Why then should you think it 
inconsistent with any maxim in the government of God, 
that he should be disposed to make all the sincerely pi- 
ous and virtuous happy? be 

- Your pa ritual cannot, from the nature of it, be 









tion ora ‘ey; fete mas dha improper icina’ incon- 
sistent with the happiness of all other nations, and i in> 
deed with that of your own. But can you really think 
(hat God made.all the gentile nations to be your slaves 
and yassals, and did not rather intend that your pre 
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eminence show ld Tava Hen its object it in ‘the great os ce 
providence, the happiness of the who le world? 2 yale 
‘t head, though the most owourable member of i4 
the body, is calculated to be subservient to the whole — 
system. The family of Aaron supplies you with priests, 
but it is for the use of all the twelve tribes ; and it is 
the family of David gives you kings, but for the hap. 3 
piness of the nation at large. In. like manner your 
whole nation is to be the head of all the nations of the 
earth, in order to its being the medium of communica- 
ting happiness to all mankind, who are equally the off- 
spring of God, and the care of his providence with ; 
yourselves. Let then this great, this rational, and this” 
desirable pre-eminence content you, and let all idea of -. - 
opposition, and difference of interest, cease. Wewill 
receive and honor you as our elder brethren, in the 4 
great family of God. Acknowledge us as your younger perf 
Brg ynet: ae 














ham, tae and ae the God of whom we chr jams 
as well as ves. Jews pea) [and whom we e have learn= 


end to them, gather. you Troin among all 
has promised, re- stile you in your own ¢o intry, “the 
land of Canaan, and under princes of the ape of Da- 
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vid, make you the most illustrious, as you are now the 
most despised, of all the nations of the earth. 

“With my most earnest prayers for your happiness, 
temporal and spiritual, | a Shin 


: ees 





Your brother i in the makin 
Of the only true God, 
JOSEPH PRIESTLEY. 


_ P.S. Tam far from flattering myself that the litile 
‘which I have now advanced should, of itself, make 
~ any of you converts to christianity. My utmost hope is 
that it may be the means of drawing your attention to 
the subject, and especially to the study of your scrip 

tures and ours in conjunction; that you may judge for 
yourselves whether there be a reason in what I have 
advanced, or not. Your conversion must be the result 
_ of your own diligent study, and impartial enquiry, with 
lessing of God. In order to contribute the little 
may be in my power to so desirable an event, } 
ae rey y happy to hear what any. ot yee leanne 








a your abbas with the Den attention: 
| ‘Let us then freely confer and reason together on the 
| subject, and if we should uot entirely convince one an- 
ether, we shall at least have an eppeetonix of shewing 
our cova and good will, 
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‘TO THE JEWS, ee 


You will please to take particular notice that my 
chief object (besides shewing that the proper characters — 
of the person who is distinguished in your prophecies 

“py the title of Messiah apply to Jesus Christ, and to no 
other) is to covince you that the proper, that is, the his- 
torical evidence for the miracles of Christ is of the very 
came kind with that to which you must have recourse, 
in order to prove the truth of those of Moses, and, 
upon the whole, more strong and satisfactory. If, 
therefore, it be in your power to persuade a heathen 
that God really spake to your ancestors by Moses ; by 
the force of exactly similar arguments, you ought to ac- 
knowledg that the same great Being spake by Christ and 









the apostles ; and on whatever principles you reject the 
evidence of christian miracles, ay person will be justi- 
fied in rejecting those on which the truth of your own 
religion rests. eee 

- Diligentiy, then, compare the historical evidence of 
the two religions. oth, you will find, are, in reality, 
but one. They are: perfectly consistent with, nay, 
they imply, each other, and must stand or fall toge 
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“My NawE; or SENT THEM “NOT, NEITHER HAV 
oie NEITHE SPAKE UNTO THEM. Jer. xiv. 14 
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- ADVERTISEMENT. 


Bi: 
<ige 


Tue Author of the following Sheets, sincere’y hopes, 
that the Reader will view the undertaking with a candid’ — 
eye; and not construe any part theresf, as reflecting 

upon what may be called true Christianity. Whathe — 


has advanced, is, in support of a religion giver by God — 
himself ; (although some Christians think, that tt is no 
longer acceptable to him,) and that, not till after a@ SOL 
EMN INVITATION, from an eminent divine and philoso- 
pher to the whole nation, as a preliminar: step fomards: 
their conversions The Author, (who imcere inqui- 
rer after truth) has, in eonsequen . 
; invitation, m order to convince, or bec co 
- vurtep to proceed in the inquiry. 
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AN INTRODUCTORY LETTDR, 


(as 
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Rey. ~ ane 
‘THE perusal of your Letters addressed to the Jews, 
put into my hand by a worthy friend) hath afforded 

me much satisfaction, to find so able a divine and Phi- e 

losopher, ‘acknowledge the unity of God. and who, at = 
the same time, thinks there is some merit in the perse-" = 
vering faith of the Jewish nation, in ‘« the promises of — 
God, notwithstanding the most discouraging appearan- 
ces. | 

” Bat this, Sir, is no more than our duty, and what 

_ we inherit from the great patriarch A rabam, front 
whom we are descended; for of him it. is recorded, 

“ And he believed in- the Lord, and he counted it to 
him for righteousness.2* And theref h 
bright an example continually before 1 
without being highly culpable, and rende 
utterly unworthy the attention of the S on 
entertain the least doubt of his Justice and 
“And, as all the calamities that were to befal our 
in Consequence of our transgressing the Law, 
told by that great prophet, and divine legislator,: i 
ses,t have been fulfilled in all respects ; conseque 
those great and glorious promises also foretold by 
same prophet,{ must likewise have their 

lion. 





re, having so 












full comple 


® 





*Genesis xv 6. 
t Levit. xxvi. 14, &c. and Deut. xviii. 15, &c, is 
+ “ And yet for all that, when they be in the land of 
I will not cast them away, neither will I abhor the 
them utterly, and to break my covenant \ th them 
Lord their God.” Levit. Xxvi. 44 


their enemies, 
m, to destroy 
: for Iam the 


4 








But the exact time of this accomplishment is not 
known to any, save the eternal God himself; as Mo- 
ses, speaking in the name of God, emphatically ex- 
‘presses it in his prophetic poem, Deut. xxxii. 34.— 
gt Ts mot usbis laid up in store with me, and sealed up 
among my treasures ?”’ That is, itsis as secret from all 
eyes, as the contents of a letter before the seal is bro- 
ken. And in nearly the same -sense, does the prophet 
Isaiah express himself. ‘I the Lord will hasten it in 
his time.*?? ; 
These prophecies, Sir, are our consolation in this 
long, and dreadful captivity, and have been our sup: 
port, in enabling us to bear up against the many griey- 


-——Sus-and-miserable persecutions, we have suffered both 








from Infidels and Christians. And hence it is demon-_ 
strable, that the calculators of the time of the coming 

of the Messiah, (and which, they say, must have been. 
elapsed nany centuries ago; and therefore, exult over 
us, as if God had totally cast us off, and there was no. 
hope left for Israel,) have been most egregiously mista-_ 
ken, as will be clearly shown hereafter, in answer 
our fourth letter: for as you have invited our nation — 
oan amicable discussion of the evidences of Chris- 
tianity, I shall endeavour to answer what you have ad- 
vanced in behalf of your dectrine, as far as the extent- 
‘ of my abilities, and the little time I have to spare from 
my other avocations, will permit, as most of our learned 
men, (as | I am informed) have declined the invitation ; 
and that, as [ understand, for two reasons: first, on ac- 
count ofthe aversion which the elders of our commu- 
nity have towards any of their body entering into reli- 





* Toa. Ix, 22. ie 





might 6 construed as ae oie on, or Witine to dis- 


turb the national religion, as by law established. This 
hath always, hitherto, been studiously avoided by all 
those of our nation, in all parts of their dispersion ; ; for 
we endeavour aueetly to abide by the admonition of the 


prophet,* as may be observed by the form of prayer 


composed for the royal family. Second, the generality 
of our learned men being foreigners, are deficient in the 
proper idiom and phraseology of the English language ; 
consequently, are not able to enter the lists against so 
spirited and elegant a writer. 

These, Sir, are the reasons. As to the first, I think it 


groundless: for although they might justly have been — 


apprehensive of the consequences of such disputes in 


the dark ages of Popery, when, on the least surmise, — 
crucifying of. 





or most groundless accusation, (as th a 
children, &c.) thousands were massacred in ‘England. 


And in the reign of Henry the Third, their chief syn- 


-agogue in London was taken from them by t 
and given to the Friars Penitents, on a most extraordi- 
‘Aary complaint exhibited against them by the said 





ars, viz. “* That they (the Friars) were not able to m he é. 


the body of Christ in quiet,” for the great howlings the 
Jews made there during their worship.t Yet, ought 


* ‘And seek the peace of the city, whither I have caused you to be. 
warried away captive, and pray unto the Lord for it: for in the 


peace thereof shall ye have peace. Jer. xxix. 7, 
+The learned Author of Anglia Judaica, justly observes, that the 
“true state of the case was, ‘ That those jocusts were situated in the 
@ld Jewry, and having but a small dark chapel belonging to their. 
Friary, thought the Jews fine synagogue, which stood next to it, 
would be more convenient for them; and therefore (after the exam- 
ple of their brethren of St. Anthony) beseeds it of the King, nad fir- 
nished him with that reason for it,” 
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ieee AS : a 
y not at present, to entertain any such apprehen- 
; ons, thanks be to God, the Reformation, and glorious 
Revolution. Besides, we live in an enlightened age, 
in which the investigation of theological points is ac- 
counted laudable ; and so they really are, if not carried 
: to a heentious heigtit: Nay, had it not been for this 
Jaudable spirit of inquiry, entertained by the first Re- 
. formers, all the reformed churches would still have 
been sunk in gross ignorance, and Romish superstition ; 
and have groaned under the yoke of Papal tyranny: 
consequently, nothing can be more commendable, than 
a fair and candid inquiry after truth. For which rea- 
son, I am free to assert, that their fear in this case, is en- 
tirely groundless ; and their reason for declining the 
discussion on that account, of no force. 

But, as to oe reason, I think it is of great 
weight ; and ert es 
little David, ' “et po man’s heart fail because of him. 
‘thy servant will go and fight with this Philistine.” 
And, although it may be said, in regard to this, (as Saul 
did t cae as gest art not able to go ae this 













srefore, can only say, in the language of 







ae little aashibten “Thy servant slew both 

jont and the beart: and this uncircumcised Phil- | 
istine shall: be as one of them. . For “ he cometh 
a against me with a sword,§ and with a spear.|| and with © 

. a shieldf; but 1 come in the name of the Lord of. 
hosts.**” 


*In literature. + Dr. Prideaux. See the Ceremonies of the see ; 
by the Author, + Hutchinson, &e. See Lingua Saera, article Eleh. 
“8 Elegance of diction. i onsiern. me sulcus oF ee) ee 





oe ‘TO DR. PRIESTLEY. see 

a wo a j 
‘Bat to drop the ateeer? permit me, sie toask yo 
whether you: sincerely Antend, in this. discussion, ¢ ) 
defend Christianity ? For your doctrine is so opposit 
to what 1 always Padexsinoa to be the princip! es of 
-Christianity, that I miust ingeniously confess, I am 
greatly puzzled to reconcile your principles with the 
pe What! a writer that asserts, that“ the mi- 


RS 







: be- ohio tet ata and that tire original os 
gospel of St. Matthew did not contain it,”* set up for 
a defender of Christianity against the Jews! This, is 
such an inconsistence, as I little expected to meet with 
a Philosopher, whose sole pursuit had been in search 
of truth. Might I beso happy as to bring him ac, 
quainted with it, [ should then think my pains well re- 
warded: at any rate, I shall endeavor to speak con- 
-formable toit. [I must however aidleeipledces that you 
-are pleased to declare in plain terms, that yout. do noi 
helieve in the miraculous conception of fesus 5 and that 
How are of opinion that he was the legitimate son of So- 
seph. After such assetrions as these, how. you can ba 
intitled to the appellation of a Christian, in the strict 
“sense of the word is to me really incomprehensible. 
Bat, whether you are hearty im the cause, or no, & 
mean to confer, and reason freely with you on the sub- 
rect, and candidly consider your argumenis ; but ao ; 
Feith a view of converting cither you, or any other — 
Christian, to the Jewish faith, I assure you. No, Sir,- 
We never altempt it; for we do not think ourselves : 

















* Letter IV page 28; 
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bound Gs ae Christians) to propagate our religioh, et- 
ther by sical or persecution ; nor (like the Ma- 
. b . Of the contrary, we think 
~ that conscience ought to be free; and therefore, leavé 
cery person at liberty to judge for himself ; and this, E 
“may alledge, as a third reason, in favour orines of our 
nation declining the discussion, as no REAL benefit 28 
‘Ukely to acerue from it. For if you, and the other 
writers of your sect, have not been able to convince 
these who account themselves Orthodox Christians of 
the true unity of God; nor they you, of the divinity of 
Christ, how shall a simple Jew, (whot s perhaps despi- 
sed by both) beable to convince either? This would be 
. the highest degree of presumption, and which none of 
-our nation are ambitious of meriting. No, Sir, while | 
we are destitute ol the most convincing, and persuasive 
arguments in. favour of Judaism, viz. fat Bishopricks, 
Deaneries, i ectories, and Vicarages, | we must not ex- 
‘pect it. And, we are really so far Trom pursuing the 
spirit of conversion, or coveting proselytes, that, 
when any one is desirous (of his own accord). to emt- 
“brace Judaism, , we endeavor to deter him from his pur- 
pose, “by representing to him the consequence of bis 
sign. For thus it is laid down by Maimondes, whet: 
erson is willing to become a proselyte, and er: in- 
“qu ry being made concerning him, and no (sinister) cause 
found, they question him thus: What is it that moves 
thee to become a proselyte to Judaism? Dost thou not 
x krow that Israel, at this time, is subject to woe, and ik 
hurried, expelled, and devoured by all nations ; and that 
affictions are continually coming en them? &c. They 























‘TO DR. PRIESTLEY. ae “51 
\ ev ae: 
also inform him Mike the punishment he becomes Tab 
to for transgressing the commandments 3 as DEATH | 
profaning the sabbath; excision for cating forbidden 
“meats, &c. Hence it is manifest, that we not only 
faithfully point.out.to him the strictness of our law, but 
also an exact picture of what he is to expect in tempo- 


ral matters; in thus joining himself to a nation labour- 







ing under oppression, misery, aad al most universal con- 
_tempt. All which, fully demonstrates, how inclinable 
we are towards converting any to ourreli gion... But 
do not think, Sir, that this procee: dssfrom our unwil- 
lingness, that others should be partakers of the heave 
ly bliss, annexed to the due performance of the Mosai- 
cal dispensation ; but from a just and- liberal way of 





thinking, and. the universal CHARITY we are. taught to 
live in with mankind in general: for it is'the unanimous 
 @pinion of our Rabbins, that the daw of Moses, is ob* 








ligatory on those of our nation onl 
into a covenant with God to keep 


as we entered 








SS ieuce one "But that, we hold not 
case of the rest of mankind; for, if they do but keep 
the law of nature, that is, the seven docs of the. scns 
of Noah, or Noachides,* we maintain, that they. there 

by perform all that God requires of them, and will ¢ 
tainly by this service, render themselves acceptabl ‘ 
him. And itis such as conform to these rales, t t that we | 


* These precepts are as Gallows: First, Not to commit ido 
Second, Not to: blaspheme. Third, To appoint and constitute just, 
and upright judzes: that justice may be max utained, and impartially 
administered to all. Fourth,-Not to commit incest.  Hifth, No 
go commit murder. Sixth, Not to rob, or steal, Ge. ‘Beyeath 

{ his to eat a peeiier of a living creature. 












cmd bg t 





: at, sa ill Re Poa 


LETTERS 





~ 


all Hasiday Aut Haolam, the pious of the nations of 
the world; and who will be partakers of eternal life: 

Maimonid Ms repentance, Chap. III. 

Thus, Sir, you may perceive, that we do not think 
our religion obligatory upon aLosmankind; vor the on- 
ly infallible one to salvation; as every other Religion 

andSect that Ihave hitherto heard of, esteems itself. 

With these just and noble sentiments, incu!cated in me 
from my carliest youth, it must b¢ obvious to every im- 
partial and liberal mind, that I do not aim at the con 
version of Christians to the Jewish faith; as I do: nog 
nk such knight errantry incumbent upon me, or ne- 
cessary to the salvation of mankind. 

Bot as I thiak it proper, that I should declare what 
is my aim in this undertaking, | shall, without cere- 
mony, proceed to inform you, that it is two-fold. 

First, to clear our nation from the obloquy which 

ihey have laboured under for upwarsd of seventeen — 
hundred years, viz. the charge of crucifying the Lord 
and Saviour 0, the world, as the orthodox Christians 
hold sora prophet that was sent to thenrin the first 
instance, as you «+ plessed to assert. 
Second. That as you seem engaged in the laudable 
pursuit t of truth, I would willingly assist you therein to - 
4 he u iimost of my power, by throwing such lights there- 
on, as. may be a furtherance thereto. In the mean 
‘ime, with my most carnest supplications to the Su- 
preme Being, that he may be pleased to illuminate 
your mind in the pursuit of truth, 1am, Sin, 





















Your most obedient bumble pcrranlS | 
oes pave LEVI. 
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Of the present Dispersion eS Nutione — 
Dear Sir, : ; . 

YOU tell us (page 10, of your Ietters,) that © our 
present dispersed and. calamitous situation, is certainly 
a proof that we are at this time under the divine dis- 
pleasure; that we ought to examine what is the rool 
cause of it, and make it our business to remove it.” 
So far we agree. But, when you observe, (page, 12.) 
that we ought, “ to consider that-a captivily of seventy 
years only, without any peculiar hardship during the © 
‘continuance of it, were deemed sufficent punishment 
for all our offences committed: before that period; 
whereas we have experienced unspeakubly greater 
calamitics, and of much longer continuance, since the 
promulgation of Christianity, than the amount of all 
our sufferings previous to it.” Aad also, with great 
sincerity and equal affection observe, “ that, according 
to appearances, there is po other cause of God’s anger 
against us, besides our rejection and persecution of the 
prophets of our own nation, Christ and the apostles, 
who were sent to us in the first place, and who. con 
fined their instructions to our nation tll being rej n 
by us, they were directed to preacn to the Gentiles. 
You also- observe, (page 10, as | suppose in confirm. 
ation of the preceding quotations) ** that many of the 
prophets of God were crvelly treated, and cut off bys 


our forefathers, as our scriptures testify. But their 
descendants repented of this, as we'read in the books 
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of Ezra and Nehemiah.” I mast tell you sincerely, 
that you have attempted to mislead your readers, un-° 
der the appearance of sincerity and good will; and that, 
by jumbling truth and falsehood together in such a man- 
Ser, as not to be easily separated by persons of ordinary | 
capacities; and which are what the bulk of a nation 
atnerally consist of. -For, first, as to our calamities 
being unspeakably greater, and of longer continuance 
silice the promulgation of Christianity, than the amount. 
of ong © suffering previous to it, 1 grant:* and so must: 
sry candid and impartial person, who is but in the 
feast equainted with the history of the Jews, in this,- 
oP any other of the christian nations. where they have 
. sjourned ; and which is one great argument with me; 
against Christianity being the peaceable kingdom o f 
the Messiah, as foretold by the prophets,| in:thus per- 





sécuting God’s chosen and peculiar people, as you 


yourself allow {bem to be, (not to mention the blood 
hat hath been spilt among Christians, in persecuting- 
each other;) and yet, we do not bear so great a dis- 
ike to Christians, nor so great an abhorrence to their 
faith, as you seem to insinuate, (page 4,) although, 
were we like some who call themselves Christians, we 
~ wniht entertain such sentiments, considering the many 
‘erael persecutions we have suffered under them ;- 
and notwithstanding that their coctrines are so contra- 
ry tothe fundamental principles of our religion, yet 
we do not abhor them. For! do freely confess, that _ 
ihose doctrines de not teach or authorize them to shetl . 


t 


a Except i in the time, ef Antiochus Epiphanns, 
4 Teal, xi. G, 7,8, Ge: and Micah, iv. 3, 4, &e. 
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the blood ae Jews. No, Sis we carefully distinguish 
between the-docirine, and its professors : and, though 
we have sufiered such cruel, persecutions from Chria, E 
tians, yet, thanks be to God, and the reformation, we « 
now enjoy many privileges and immunities in the se- 
veral Christian states where we are settled, which our 
ancestors were strangers tu in their dispersions, For 
this we are not ungrateful; but, in return, pray for 
the prosperity of the state, as mentioned in my intre- 
ductory letter. So much for our ABHORRENCE OF THe 
CHRISTIAN FAITH. . 








Second, as to the cause of our present cantly, 
which you impute to our rejecting and persecuting of 
ihe prophets; that is, Christ and his apostles: this I 
freely assert to be ill founded; for, whether Christ 
was the second person in the Trinity, as Christians in 
; gencral hold, or i a prophet, as you and the rest ke 
your sect aflirm: I say, in either case, he could notbe 
sent to us in the first place; nor could we receive him; 
without being hostile to the laws ef Moses, as also te 
God, who was the author of them, as acknowledged by 
both Jews and Christians. For if he came in the for- 
mer character, and the doctrine which he preached, 
_ was intended to maintain that absurd and corrupt tenet 
“it would be an unanswerable argument that his doctrine 

never came from God, it being impossible that God 
should contradict himself: for hath he not expressly 
told us himself in the second commandment, Trou 
“SHALT HAVE NO oTuER cops Berore me.* This, 1 
fhini, must necessarily signify, if there be any meaning 


7 Exod. xx. 3, 
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in leagudaes: ONE SUPREME INTELLIGENT Berxe, endued 
with all possible perfection, power, wisdom, | knowledge, 
and woodness. And, agreeably to this just, rational, 
and fundamental doctrine, Moses has, in the most sol. 
~-emn manner, endeavored to inculcate this most import- 
ant trath, in the following words: Hear, O Israel, Jeho- 
oah our God is ONE Jehovah. Dent. vi. 4. 





These, besides numberless other passages in the Old 


‘Testament, make it plain that we could not receive 

| Christi in the first character, without a breach of the 
nt established between Ged and our hation. 
lif in the second character, thati is, as a prophet, we 
likewise could not receive him: for, in the first place; 
he was deficient in the essential character of a prophet. 
Vor we do not find it recorded, that Christ prophesied 







in: the name of God, asis expressed by all the other 


_ prophets from Moses to Malachi, (who was the last.) 
_ As the Lord spake unto Moses, &c. and, as soon as 
Joshua succeeded Moses, we find immediately, that the 
~ Lord spake wuto Joshua, the son of Nun, &c. Josh. i. i. 
‘The same of Samuel, Isaiah, and all the rest. But as 
to Jesus, we on!y find, that he went a about all Galilee, 

teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel, 


and healing all manner ef sickness, and all manner of 


diseases; whether by art, deception, or supernatural 
power, is not my business at present to. inquire: free- 
thinkers may, perhaps say, it was something like a spi- 
ritaal mountebank ; but I have only to observe, it was 
not hke a prophet endued with the spirit of prophecy. 

And the Evangelist Matthew calls the whole discourse? 
which takes up the fifth and sixth chapters, a sermon, 
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not a prophecy. The ‘same we find in Mark, 1. 21. 
And straightway en the sabbath day, he entered into the 
synagogue and taught. Again, ver. 38. And he said.wa- 
to them, Let us go into the next towns, that I may preach 
there also. And he preached in their synagogues, and 
cast oul devils. ‘The same in Luke. 4nd he preached 
in the ‘synagogues of Galilee. Asto John, ~hegeems 
clear in the opinion of his divinity. (chap.i. 1, 2, a 
&c.) though he afterwards describes him as a teacher 
only, (chap. vii. 14.) Now, about the midst ‘of the 
feast, Jesus went up into the temple and taught. _ 
Nay, more, he even preached himself as the Ii 
the world, Ibid. viii, 12. This, I think, is an 
not to be paralieled in scripture ; for the de 
prophet consisted, in his delivery of God’s word or 
’ message to the people, whether it consisted of reproofs, 







a calling to repentance, or denouncing of judgment 


upon them for their disobedience ; not in presumpta- 
ously preaching himself, but, on the contrary, Was. 
ways deliyered as coming immediately from God, iz. 
Thus saith the Lord.* Then the word of the Lord came,* 
or, Zhe hand of the Lord was upon me.| Again, we 
meet with the same example in John xiv. 6. where Je- 






sus preaches himsell, From all which, it is manifest 
that he was not sent by God, to us as a prophet, seeing - 
he was so deficient in the essential character of pro- 
phet. As to the’apostles, I think, they were less eati- 
tled to the appellation of prophets; for they only gave 
themselves up continually to prayer, and to the minis- 
ivy of the word. Acts yi. 4, And Philip preached Christ. 








* Isai, xxxnil. 6, &c.’ t Jer. i, 4, &e.. t Ezek. XSEVHL, psarrene 
I 
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Ibid. viii. 5. Thesame of Saul. And straightway he 
preached Christ m the synagogues, that he was the son 
of God. Ibid. ix. 20. The same of Paul, who is call- 
el anapostic of Jesus. 1 Cor, i. i, ~The same in 2 
Wor. i. 1. Gal. i. 1. Eph. i. 1. Col. i. 1.1. Timi. 1. 2 
“Ths. 1. Ti. ids The same of Ptier. See also 
his first epistle, i. 1. and secoid and third epistles of 
John, where he calls himself an elder, gc. From all 
which, it is manifest) that they were not entitled: to the 
appellation of prophets. 

Secondly, if we compare Jesus with the rest of ihe 
prophets, who succeeded Moses from Joshua to Mala- 
chi shall find such a manifest contradiction between 
him and them, as fully demonstrates. that both parties 
could not be the messengers of God, as God never con- 
tradicts himself. For Moses says, in Deu’. iy.2. Ye 
shall not ean unto the mands salmeled contaniind Se ieee é 











ded to eiieree: a white the last of them nid’ ina 
most clear and ease manner; at the sainé time clo-. 
sing his prophecy therewith, as intimating thereby 
that that was the ultiuatam of prophecy, remeniber ve 


“the law of Moses, my servant, which [ commanded unto 
him in Horeb, for all Israel, with the statules and judg- 
“ments.*- Bui Jesus acted in a direct contradiction to 
the Jaw of Moses; for whereas the law of Moses, ex- 
pressly com nants the adulierer aad aditeress to be | 
put to death. And the man that committelh adultery 


* Malac ‘ay. a. 
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her man’s wife, éven he that commils agu’- 
his neighbor’s we fe, the adulterer and the 
adulteress SHALL SURELY BE PUT TO DEATH. Now, Je. 
0s_in defiance of this express command, rescues the 
adulléress from the just punishment due to her’ cri 
and that, by one of the most extraordinary device 
that ever entered into the heart. of man; and which, 
had it been pursued by all other legislators, would 
speedily have ted to the entire subversion and annihila- 
“tion of all law and good order, for if none were to be 
pe as evidence't ina court aie ae crimi- 








than! zs be to God, hath never Bei eae Again; the 
faw of Moses commands, that, When a man hath taken 
a@ wife, and married her, and it comes to pass that she find 
eae an o ae BECAUSE HE HATH Be: ND pee UN- 






Mauger Was nine to marry again, as well as ie re 
verse 3, whereas Jesus says, that, Whosoever shald put 
ewity his wife, and marry another, committeth ADULTERY — 
against her, Mark x. 11. The same of the woman, — 
verse 12. oe: ree "ee 
And the prophet Jeremiah, at the express command . 
of God, enforces the due observance of the sabbath , 
and in particular, that they bear no burden on the a 
bath day, Thus saith the Lord, Take heed to 4 yourselves, 
and bearno BURDEN on the sabbath day, Jer. ‘KV. 2492. 













? Revit. xx. 10 + Jolin vith. 9, 43, &e. 
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But Jesus in direct. coiiiviieuion to this command of his 
father, by the mouth of his prophets, ordexed. the man_ 
who had the infirmity thirty, and eight years, (and whom 
he cured on the sabbath) fo take up his bed and walk. 





John v. 8. Such glaring contradictions against the com- 
‘mandments of Moses, committed by Jesus, could by no 
‘means suffer our nation to acknowledge his divine mis- 
sion; hor Greet him as a prophet, when he acted so 
diametrically opposite to Moses, and the rest of the 
prophets ; cosequently, the charge you have brought 
against us, [page 12, of your letters], “* That there is 
no cause of God’s displeasure against us, besides our 
rejer ‘ion, and persecution of the rophits of cur owa 
ne ‘nation, Christ and the apostles,” I freely assert to be 
il founded ; for by the criterion they have here been: 
tried, it is manifest, that they were not entitied to the 
: appellation of prophets, consequently we cannot be. — 
punished for what we were not guilty of, for as they” 
were not prophets, we could not, accents to the jus. 
tice of God, be punished for rejecting, or persecuting 
them, and that, for so many hundred years. * Whether 
‘the generality of Christians have just reason to pay di- 
vine honers to Jesus, or not, as you observe, [page 5,} 
is not my business at present to enquire, bnt ought to 
be ettled among Christians themselves; and that, fif { 
_ may presume to give my opinion in so ae a caused 
Defore you had attempted to convert the Jews to Chris- 
(ianity. For do but figure to yourself, dear Sir, how 
ridiculous it must appear, for you to invite she Jews te 
‘embrace, what you yourseves do not rightly understand. 














\ 


TO DR. PRIESTLEY. 63 


This, is such an absurdity, that | am surprised and as. 
tonished, when I retlect, how it was posible that a Di- 
vine and Philosopher, of your distinguished rank, in 
the republic of letters, should overlook it. But if Iam _ 
not greatly mistaken, I verily believe, that the honor of | 
Jesus, or the propagation of Christianity, are things ee 
little moment in your serious thoughts, notwithstanding 
all your boasted sincerity. If have erred, I beg of 
you to bear with me; for it is the love of truth that 
obliges me to speak out: and that I have just cause for 
entertaining this opinion, appears clearly to every can- 
did and impartial mind. For in your postscript [page 
39] you argue thus: “If, therefore, it be in your power 
{0 persuade a heathen, that God really spake to your 
aucestors by Moses, by the force of exactly similar argu- 
ment, you ought to acknowledge, that the same great 
Being spake by Christ and the apostles : and on whate 
ever principles you reject the evidences of Christian 
miracles, any person will be justified in rejecting those — 
on which the truth of your own religion rests.?* 
Here we perceive the complete deist, under { 
jesuitical « arguments; for if God spake to Moses; w why: not 
speak to Jesus? and therefore, if you # ill not believe _ 
that God spake to Jesus, I will not believe that he _ 
spake to Moses. Now, therefore, you 2ust, either be: 
lieve both, or | wiil believe none. For if you say Giaror” 
Jesus is false, I say thas of Moses is false alta, is Bien. 
both ate false. ae A. 








« If this is proof of his insincerity, it is proof of the ‘insine. 
éerity of (housands of others, as many of the mest pious Chris 
tjane believe the same as be has stated, page ah Eviror: 
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As to what you assert, [p. 10] “But their descendants 
repented of this; that is, the persecutions of the prophets, 
as we read in die books of “Ezra and Nehemiah.” And 
from which, I suppose, you would infer, that as they had 
80 solemnly repented of the persecutions of the proph- 
e@ S, and had ‘the ** return of God’s favour in conse- 
quence of it, ”” our present dispersion cannot be owing 

y other crime [i. e. the persecution of the proph- 
ets] but hat was subsequent to it, is of the same ten- 
ure as the other parts of your letters, viz. the blending 
of truth and falsehood together, in such a manner as not 
4o be easily separated. That they fasted and praved, f 

- grant, but not for the sin of persecuting the prophets, for 
no such thing is to be met with in Ezra, or r Nehemiah, 
| Nes shall clearly prove. 
The first fast is recorded in Ezra vill. 21. and vite 
was to seek a right way for them in safety from* their. 












: 7 that we might afflict ourselves before our God, 
to seek of | him a right way for us, and for our little ones. 
eae ke substance. For I was ashamed to require 
of the king a band of soldiers and horsemen, to help us 

against the enemyin the way,dc. The mourning, praying, 

‘and exhortation ‘to Tepentance, which we have recorded — 

in the 9th and 10th chapters of Ezra, were entirely on 

account’ of the strange women. hich they “had taken ; 
put there is not one word in thes rhole book conden 
ing their Pepe tence e, for ** persecuting, and cutting x off, 
the prophets.’” FAs to Nehemiah, we find in the bath 
chapter, an ace eet of a fast, and a repentance ; ana 
also a confession of God's goodness, &c. The former 
seems [as in lizra] also in consequence of strange wo- 
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Then T proclaimed a fat there at spacer rae 
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men; nel th e latter, a general coneasion of God's 
goodness to the nation, from the call of Abram, to that - 

day; in which the ‘slaying of the prophets is just men- 
tioned in, general: terms, among all the other crimes 
which they had been guilty of, and which was dhe cause 
ef tae dreadful afilictions brought’ on their fathers, 
kings, princes, priests, and prophets, as well as ehent 
selves. All which is a demonstration of thet f 
what you have advanced. - a 

I shall now attempt to point out the rea c 
our present captivity; ‘m which, will be dettotetraisd 
two propositions, viz. First, that this present captivity 
. is a continuation of the Babylonish captivity ; and, se- 
condly, that in consequence thereof, we suffer for the 
sins of our ancestors; and “ That a captivity of sev~_ 

_ enty years only, without any peculiar hardships during 
ee the coatinuance of ats?’ (Letter 4: page 12,) was NOT 
deemed sufficient for all our bee committed bes 











ay or aj Pee widueed it in cna of the doc- 
trine concerning the Messiah, (Letter IV. page 26, 2 : 
&c.) to which it hath not the least tendency. a 
The prophecy: ** Seventy weeks are determined 
upon thy people, and upon thy holy city, to finish the — 
transgression, and te make an end of sins , and to make . 
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring i in | everlasting 
righteousness, and to seal up the vision. end prophecy, 


= aie ix, 24,&c. >, Pe 









nes 


es LETTERS 


and to anoint the most holy. Know therefore and un- 
derstand, that from the going forth of the command- 
ment, to restore and build Jerusalem, unto the anoint- 
ed prince, shall be seven weeks, and threescore and 
two weeks the street shall be built again, and the wall, 
"even in treublous times. And after threescore and two 
weeks shall the anointed be cut off and not to him :* 
and the city and sanctuary shall be destroyed by the 
people of the prince that shall come ; and the end there- 
of shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war 
desolations are determined. And he shall confirm the 
eovenant with many for one week: and half the week 
he shail cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, 
and for the overspreading of abomination, he shall make 
4¢ desolate, even uato the consummation, and that is 
determined, shall be poured upon the desolate.”’ 

This prophecy, which you and a number of others. 
hhave laid such stress on, as 3 pointing out the precise _ 
‘time of the coming of the Messiah, I shall fully demon- 
strate, hath not the most distant reference to that event. 

For the better explanation of the prophecy, it is 

_ proper that we attend a little to the context. In the 
preceding chapter, it is observed, that when Daniel 

‘was informed of the vision of the two thousand and three 

hundred days, he sought for the meaning ; but not 
rightly. comprehending it, be judged, that that great 

number, was a flat contradiction to the word ef God 
as delivered by Jeremiah, concerning the redemption 

at the end of seventy years ;f and from thence conclu- 


Be 


* Thisis the real sense of the Hebrew Vaen Le,as will be 
shewn io the explanation. 
+ Jerem. xxv. 11,12, and xxix. 10, 
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ded, that the captivity was nrolenaeds on account ‘at 
the sins of the nation. This doubt arose, froma defi : 
ciency in his understanding, (of the prophecy,) and — 
therefore, the angel said unto him Zam now come forth 
to give thee skill-and UNDERSTANDING. For there is 
nothing else necessary to remove this doubt from your 
breast, but the proper understanding of the truth of : 
the vision, And, as to the expression, At the begin- 
ning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, 
that was to inform him, he was not to imagine, that on _ 
account of his prayer, God had changed his purpose, 
and im consequence thereof, commanded the redemp-- 
tion; but that’as soonas he began to pray, and God 
saw his perplexity, in consequence of the weakness of 
his understanding, the royal command went forth from 
him, that he should come to him, to make him under- 
stand the truth of those matters that were to come to 
_ pass in future time. And as the angel Gabriel had ex- 
plained to him the second vision, from whence his 
doubt arose, it was incumbent on him to perfect the | 
explanation: and this is what is meant by the expres+ 
sion ‘to shew,’ i. e. ast began the explana 
commandment was, that I should finish it. 5S 
And the word Chemudoeth, which the gels uses, * 
not denote belo ved, sin the English translation, but — 
desire. The sei iwhich is, for hou ereanly de- ss 
sirest, and affe to understand hidden things, be not 
therefore perplexed, but understand the matter, and 
consider the vision: and the matier here mentioned, is 
the prophecy of Jeremiah, which is above mentioned 
in verse the sécond. And the vision, is that which he 
had heard, of the two thousand three hundred days. He 
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‘therefore, mentions each specifically, and desires him 


to understand thein distinctly ; for then all his doubts 
would be removed ; all which was fully explained to 
him, in what the angel observed in the seventy weeks, 
&c. But, before | proceed to the explanation, it is 


proper, that I should shew in what ‘manner the answer 


agreed with the intent of the question ; and the reason _ 
of his making mention of weeks, and not, of Fests Or 
times, as in the other visions, 

_ Jt appears clear to me, (as the learned Abarbanel 


- has observed) that Daniel, from the words of Jeremi- 


ah, perceived, that God would visit all the nations, 
and punish them ; as may be observed from the follow- 
ing prophecy :* For thus saith the Lord God of Israet 
unto me, Take the wine cup of this fury at my hand, and 
cause all the nations, towhom I send thee, to drink it.— 
He then mentions, first, Jerusalem; afterwards the kin 
of Egypt, the kings of Uz, the Philistines, Edom, Moab, 
and the children of Ammon ; the kings of Tyre and 


Sidon, and all the isles beyond the sea, &c. &c. And 


at last, the king of Sheshack, which is Babylon. 
He also farther observed ; that the visitation of each 


_ nation would be at the (end) of seventy years, as Isaiah 


a 


observes of Tyre ; which was one of 
at came to pass, in that day, that Ti 


And it shall come to pass, when sz 


he nations. And 
all be forgotten 
of Babylon. 
EARS are ac- 
complished, Iwill punish the king of Babyton. Jer. xxv. 
12, And as it is also observed in the next verse, Alf 







seventy years, Isai. xxiii. 15, 


that ts written in this book, which Jeremiak hath proph- 


* Jer xx, 1 &&. 
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esied against ALL THE NATIONS. From whence it is 
clear, that as the visitation of Babylon was to be seventy 
years, so was that of all the other nations to be ;, for so 
had the wisdom of God decreed to wait, acca: to 
this number. For which reason, Daniel judged, that 
the sins of his nation would. likewise be done away by 
the seventy years of the captivity of Babylon. And 
therefore, the angel informed him, that this was not the 
case with respect to his nation; for that their wicked: 
ness was come up before him, and their sin was very 
grievous ; and therefore, their sins would not be atoned 
for by the seventy years, as the rest of the natiens ; to 
whom he allowed seventy years, to see if they would 
repent ; and if not, would then punish them. 

But, verily, as to Israel, he would not only wait seo- 
— enty years, but seven times seventy years ;. after which,. 
their kingdom should be cut off, and.their dominion 


cease, and they return into captivity, to finish an atone- 


ment for their transgressions. And this is the real 
meaning of Shabucem shibeem; seventy weeks, i. e. not 
seventy years, as you judged, but seven times eee 
years is determined on them. oe 

_ Hence the propriety of the answer to the wantin, 
is manifest, as ,also the expressions of weeks or sevens. 

‘These seventy weeks are, without doubt, four hun- 
dred and ninety-years ; the time from the destruction — 
of the first temple, till the destruction of the second. 

This, it was the more necessary for the angel to in= 
form him of, because Daniel judged, that aftcr their 
return from Babylon, by means of that visitation, ad 
ther sins, would be entirely done away ; for which 
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reason, the: angel shewed him, that it: eas not be so; 
for’ that, the Visitation of Babylon, was nota pefict 
redemption -becanse there would not be a general col- ~ 
lection of all that were in captivity, and all the tribes ; 
save only a few of Judah and Benjamin, and such as fell 
to them, and those not of the most respectable. -And, 
after their return, they were not free, but were under 
the dominion of the Persians, Medes, and Greeks; as 
also of the Romans: And although they at one time 
threw off their yoke, and had kings of the Asmoneans, 
and Herodians, yet, was there no king among them of 
the seed of David; neither had they the erk, wita the 
cheruhim, and the shechinah, or divine presence, which 
rested thereon ; nor the Ureem and Tumeem, nor the 
spirit of prophecy, &c. All which, isa manifestation 
that it was not a perfect redemption, but only a visita- 
tion that God was pleased to visit them, in that. they 
were allowed to build a temple to the Lord, by. the per- 
‘mission of Cyrus, and according to the measure given 
by him. This was, that they might the better be ena- 
bled to work their repentance, and make an atonement 
for their sins ; but, as that was not the case, and they 
_ did evil as their fathers, their kingdom was to be cut 
off, and their dominion cease, after the four hundred 
and ninety years from the Babylonish captivity. And, 
_ this is the real meaning of the word Nechtach « j-areut- 
ting oi, or separation of the people from the holy ci ty. 
He also gave him to understand, by the word Nech- 
tach, a separation: ‘That, as in the second Vision,. 
which he saw of the morning and evening, and which 
were of the number of two thousand three hundred ; 
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he was not therefore to imagine that they were con- 
nected, so as to form a series ; or be of one natur@, ei- 
ther in captivity or repentance ; or a return to there 
former honour; but that there should be a eutting off, 
or separation of seventy weeks from them. And; as 
his expression was very brief and obscure, he after- 
wards explained it more at large in the following ver- 
ses, as will be shewn hereafter. C 
The first end proposed by the captivity, is to finish 
the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and te 
make expiation for iniquity. The meaning of this is, 
‘that the sins are accounted as an impurity and filthi- 
ness ; and which is the cause of their removal freng 
their Creator ; in the same manner, as it is mproper 
to appear before kings or princes in dirty or filthy gar- 
ments, And, as these filthy epots cannot be removed 
from off the garments, hut by means of washing and 
scouring of them, so, in like manner, is man to act by 
his soul. And agreeably to this, says Solomon, Let 
thy garments be always WHITE, i. e. elean. Eccle. ix. 
8. And so says the prophet, Wash ye, make ye clean, 
put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes 


Isai. 1.16. And the Psalmist says, Wash me thoroughly. 


from mine iniquity, and cleanse me,;rom my sin. Peal. 


u, 2.. And therefore, afflictions are a necessary Con- 


sequence in relation to sin, for the cleansing of the soul. 
But, as repentance does in like manner cleanse and 
purify the soul from sin, God doth therefore long defer 
his anger from the sinner, to give him an opportunity to 
repent: but if he does not, he receives his punishment. 
Now, it is manifest that while the nation of Israel were 
ip possession of the land of Canaan, they were exceed- 
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ingly wicked and sivful before God; particularly in 
idolat y, whoredoin, shedding of innocent. blood. and in 
abot hing the seventh year of rest.* For which rea- 
son, it was but just. that they should be punished for 
those crimes: and therefore, when they were carried 
away captive to Babylon for the sin of not keeping the 
sabbath of the land, agreeable to what Moses foretold ;f 
they bad alsothe promise of their return by Jeremiah, 
For thus saith the Lord, that after seventy years be ac- 
complished at Babylon, Iwill visit you, and perform my 
good words towards you, in causing you to return to this 
place, Jer. xxix. 10. Hence, it is manifest, that their 
Visitation was to follow that of the punishment of Bab- 
ylon, as mentioned in Jer. xxv. 12. And which was 
actually the case: For by the death of Balshazzar, 
and the ruin of the Babylonian empire’ which followed, 
Cyrus coming to the throne of Persia, gave leave to 
the Jews to return to their own land: This being the : 
sole intent of the promise of Jeremiah. Which return 
was, that they might repent, in order to merit a perfect — 
Yedemption. And this is the meaning of the prophet, 
- where he says, For I know the thoughts that I think to- 
wards you, saith the Lord, &. Jer. xxix. 11. 
~ These thoughts are not meant of their visitation, or 
return from Babylon, but the latter redemption by the 
Messiah. And therefore he says, in the following ver_ 
ses, Then SHALL ye call upon me, and ye shall go and 
pray untome, &c. Thisis nota promise, but a com- 





aa Levit. xxv. 4 


y Then shall the land enjoy her sabbath, as long as <i, lieth 
desolate, and a we in your enemies’ land, &e. 1b. xxvi. 34 
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mand, that they should repent, and pray unto him; as 
the prophet further says, And ye shall seek me, and find 
me, WHEN YE SHALL SEARCH FORME. WITH ALL YOUR 
HEART. And I will be found of you, saith the Lord, and 
Iwill turn away your captivity, and Iwill gather you from 
ALL THE NATIONS, and from ALL THE PLACES whither [ 
have driven you, satih the Lord. This, it is manifest, 
could not denote their return from Babylon: For that 
was not fromall places and all nations. 

And that they might obtain this sovereign good, they 
were commanded to repent and pray to him. This, 
perfectly coincides with the words of Moses, that by 
means of their repentance, God will gather their dis- 
' persions. Levit. xxvi. 40, &c. 

And, because during the time of the setae temple, 
instead of their repenting, (as they ought to have' done) 
they added to their former sins, by murder, whoredom, 
: injustice, violence, and rapine; as also by the heresies 
of the Sadducees,. &c. It was therefore that this cap- 





_ tivity was determined upen them; not for the crimes — 
which they committed during the second temple only; 4 
but for all they had committed-from the time of Aver 
first entrance into the land, in the days of Joshua, till. 


the destruction of the first temple, by Nebuchadnez- 


zar; as well as those during the second temple. | Tae 
the whole, near one thousand three hundred years . sri 


ring the greatest part of which, they were continually ’ 


doing evil in the sight of the Lord. . 

And as for this leugth of time, in which they had sin- 
ned, they were but aicw years i babylon ; they con- 
sequently were not cleansed but of a small part of their 
sins ; and therefore, the Supreme Being had determin. 
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ed, that they should ge into a very long captivity, (ua- 

less they repented) to receive their punishment, and 
~ accomplish their sins, according to what the prophet — 
Jeremiah says. The punishment of thine iniquity is ac- 

complished, O daughter of Zion. Lament. iv. 22. For 
' which reason, the angel made use of the same expres- 
ston, For to make an accomplishment of sins, &c. 

I must further observe, that the angel made use of 
three different expressions, Lechalay, Ulhatem, Ulca- 
pair, For to finish ; and for to make an accomplishment 5 
and for to make an atonement. ‘The reason of which 
is; that for the sin of not keeping the sabbatical years 
théy were punished by the captivity in Babylon; but, 
for the three great crying sins, viz. idolatry, murder 
and whoredom, which they had been guilty of during 
~ all the time they were in the land they did not receive — 
any punishment, during the Babylonish captivity, by 
Yeason of the shortuess of its duration; and therefore, 





this long captivity was necessary for to finish the trans- 


gression, i. e. 1OLATRY, and for to make an accomplish- 
_ men. for sin, i. €. WHOREDOM, and to male an atonement 
for aniguity, 1. @. MURDER. 
- Heace, the first exp Pps by the captivity, is 
cleariy explained, And, a p his explanation of prophe- 
Giles, is generally very short, or only by indication, the 
ai vel judged it sufficient in saying, Nechtach is cut off 
“jnuieating thereby, that the kingdom, or governmen 4 
wouid ve cut off, and they return into captivity. 
"Lue second exp proposed is, Ulhabee, Sadec Ola- 
mim, and to bring in everlasting righteousness. The 
intent of which geben y is, inat, asthe children of 
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Usrael were in n Egypt four hundred years, in order thay. 
by their mvaculous departure from thence, the truth 
of the existence of the blessed God, -his power, and - 
particular providence might be made manifest, as Me: 
ses was expressly instructed to. say, To. ‘the “ND thow 
mayest know THAT | aM. THE Lorp in the midst of the 
earth, Exod. vilis22. That thou mayest know ed 
there is NONE LIKE ME in all the earth.  Ubid. ix. 
Again, And. that my name may be declared through le 
all the earth. \bid. xiv. ‘This manifestation, was per-_ 
fected by the children of Isracl only, obtaining the true. 
knowledge of God ; so, in like manner, was it the ine: 
tent of the Supreme Being, to dignify all manki ind. 
whom he saw plunged into the most eabfised and. erro! : 
_ neous principles, not having the least sense of the truth. 
And as itis notto be supposed that the intent of the Sux. 
preme Being, in the creation of man, can be frustrated, 
or vain, as all that he has created was for his ctory; he. 
hath thought proper, according to his superia wisdom; 
to shew mankind the way wherein they must wall ye 
‘the work that they must do ; $0 that sins shall be co na 
ed out of the earth, and the idols entirely cut off ; and 
that they may all know and understand that the ing: 
dom is the Lord’s, and that he is the only Govern 8! 
among nations; and that the firm belief of his i ae 
NITY may be so unalterably fixed in their hearts, a 
that they may attain to the end for which they were: 
created. This, is to be obtained by bringing his peee- 
ple low in this long captivity: so that when they are’ 
redeemed therefrom, and all the outcasts | of Israel are 
gathered together; also the resurrection of the dead,” 
(and which is to follow immediately) all the nauiens af 
‘ 7 
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the earth will, by means thereof arrive at the true be- 
fief of his divinity, and receive his kingly government. 
And, as this purpose is of the g greatest magnitude, as 
Anu nations are to receive the true knowledge of God, 
it was consequently necessary, that this captivity should 
be thus long ; because, the means ought to be propor- 
tioned to the effect. And, asa captivity of four hun- 
dred years in Egypt was necessary, for the nation of 
ihe Jews only, to arrive at the true knowledge cf God, it 
must consequently be necessary for this captivity to be « 
much longer, as being the means of bringing aur the 
nations of the earth to the true faith, agreeably to what 
the prophet Isaiah says. And it shall come to pass in 
the last 1 days, that the mountain of the Lord’s house shall 
be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be 
evalted above the hills ; AND ALL NATIONS shall flow un- 
toit. And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and 
let us go up lo the mountam, of the Lord, to the house of 
the God of Jacob, AND HE WILL TEACH US OF HIS WAYS, 
AND WE WILL WALK IN HIS PATHS; for out of Zion shall 
go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusa- 
lem. ‘Tsai. ii. 2, 3, And verse 20. In that day a man 
shall cast away his idols of silver, and his idols of gold, 
uhich they made ; 3 (each one) for hamself to worship, &c. 
And as he in another place observes, Aut ye inhabitants 
of the world, and dwellers on the earth, when he lifted 
up an ensign on the mountains ; and when he bloweth a 
trumpet, hear ye. ‘sai, xvii. 3. Aud the prophet 
Zephaniah says; For then will Iturn to the people a pure 
language, that they may au call upon ihe Lord, to 
serve him with one consent. Zeph. iii. 9. These, be-_ 
*ides innumerable other passages of scripture, all testi- 
¢ : 
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fy, that by means of the restoration of the Jews, all nas 
tions will be brought to the knowledge of the true God, » 
And in this sense it was, that the angel said to Daniel; — 
to bring in everlasting righteousness 5 i.e. the captivit A 
which is determined upoa thy people, and upon thy 
holy city, in order to BRING IN EVERLASTING 
RIGHTEOUSNESS. ‘ 
The third end proposed is, Ulhatom, Hazon, Hana- 
_ bee, and to seal the vision and prophecy. Not according 
to the sense given in the English translation, to seal 
up; i.e. to cease; but quite the reverse : for whereas 
before the destruction of the temple, &c. it was the 
place of the influence of prophecy ; and which pro- 
duced a number of prophets in Israel;"yet, after the 
destruction, as the Psalmist observes, We se not our 
Ixxix. 





signs ; THERE 18 no more any prophet, &c. Psal. 
9. But at the restoration of Israel, the spirit of prophe- 
cy will be again restored to them ;.as the prophet says, 
And it shall come to pass afterwards, (that) Iwill pour 

out my spirit upon all flesh, and your so and y 
daughters shall prophecy, &e. Joel We oe. ha And 
JT will show wonders in the heavens, and in the earth, 
&c. Ibid. ii. 30. The meaning of which is, that in 
those days the spirit of prophecy being restored to Is- 
rael, the prophets will be enabled to work miracles, as 
aforetime. This‘is the inteut of the expression, to seal 
the prophecy ; i.e. the prophecies will be then public- 
ly authenticated ; as if sealed with the seal ef God. 

He also thereby alluded to this long captivity, as the 
means of perfecting all the prophecies foretold, con- 
cerning the captivity of the nation; their redemption, 
and the resurrection of their dead; as the sole end and 
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_, purpose ofall the prophecies ; and which being aecom- 
plished, the spirit of prophecy will again return to the 
nation, as heretofore. 

The fourth end proposed is Velimsoach, Kids Kada: 
_ gum, and to anoint the Holy of Holies. As to the Holy 
of Holies, that is explained in the law*, to denote the 
‘wost hely place; and, as in the second temple, the Ho- 
ty of Holies was not anointed, (as the oil was not to be 
found) and which was the cause, that the Shechinah, 
for divine presence) which was. ‘manifested by a visible 
cleud resting ever the mercy seatt, Was wanting in the - 
second temple. 

And the want of this, so necessary to the Holy of 
Wolics, is allowed even by a Christian author of great 
wotel, (who, it is to be presumed, cannot be suspected 

af favoring my hypothesis) who speaking of the things 
_ wanting in the second temple, observes of the anoint-- 
Tug oil, “* But this (the oil) being wanting in the second — 
temple, the want thereof caused a want of sanctity in 
ings else belonging to it.” The angel, therefore, 
him, that at the time of their redemption, and 
appearance of the true ‘Messiah, the anointing oil, 
“which was. concealed, or destroyed, at the destruction 
ofthe first tempic, willbe again restored to them; and 
ith which, they will then anoint the Holy of Holies, 
: cular mark of its being chosen by God! as alse 
ofits duration: And which was the reason that the se- 
cond temple was not anointed ; to show, that its dura- 
iion was not to be eternal, as that mentioned by Eze- 


Kiel ;§ and which is to be according to the pattern, 
ghown to that prophet. 


*-Exod. xxvi. 33, &c. { Levit. xvi. 2, &e. 
{ See Prideaux’s Connect. vol. i. p. 193. 
t Ezek. xhii. 10, &¢. 
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Hence itis vo tha t fhe angel in general terms in- 
formed him, that, as in the Babylonish captivity, and 
alsos during ‘the second temple, they. would not. eter 
cleansed of their manifold: sins; they were therefore, 
after these seventy wecks, whic hr wore determined up- 
on ‘them, {onless. they, sincerely repented | to go. Thilo 

eaptivity, to finish tsansgression, eer wad to bing wn 
ig everlasting righteousness; - and.to seal Be vision and. 
mes prophecy, and to anoint the most h ly? ~ = 

-Ands afler the angel had thus express ed himself i 
general terms, he descénded to pe varticulars; and lard 

down four propositions, (if | may be allow ed the tern) 
or “eriods. Virst, “ now therefore and une ae 
(that) from the going forth of the commandment, t 
“ estore and to ‘hui! d Teracalbmn. unto. the ax vee 4 

Paince,(shall be) seve WEEKS.” Piva 

i have already observed, * that the vision of the sey 
me “weeks, Was in order to remove the doubt whie 
1): aniel had éntertained of the prophecies of Jeremi 















400 corning the visitation ; the angel there! te. informed 
ae that the case was th 16 reverse of what e thgught ; 


and that, $0 far from prolonging it, God soul, on {he : 
contrary, hasten it; and thatyat the endo p 
@r forty- -nine years: for so long was it fro 
tion of the first temple, till Cyrus, JF whe 

NOINTED ogee: gave eae oe build | 
~ Second, 
shall be burlt deain, ard “ee Gaull et 
Herewith he gave litm-to understaaie 
ven weeks before meationed, there w re came a time 
qa which the building would be hindered ; and WI] 
was on pecanne of; the letter wrtten 2 Rebur 



























oe made the’ Hida cease) till the cecond vent of the — 
‘reign of Darius, who gave leave to finish the building 5 3 ig 
and which, after being finished, continued till the coming 

of the Romans, sixty-two weeks, beside the lastavee 
at the beginning cf which, the Romai same and war 


: Page 82... 4.“ Whus. saith the bord to, h 
"Gyrus. 7 be xly. I. 
G* 
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red against them: and at length entirely destroyed the 
cities of Judah, Jerusalem, dc. For the dime that Cy~ 
rus first gave leave to build the temple, till its comple- 
tion, was twenty-one years; and its duration, four bun- 
dred and twenty ; in the whole ‘sixty-three weeks, or 
four hundred and forfy-one years ; but the angel made 
his division at sixty-two weeks, as he afterwards des- 
eribed what was to come to pass in the last weck. And 
by the word Tashube it shall return, he alluded to the. 
leave given by Darius, to return to the building again. 
At which time, the seventy years of the captivity of Ba- 
bylon were accomplished 
_sAnd by the wordsyin troublous times, he informed 
him, that, during the building the tempie, they would 
have continual trouble, and alarms from their enemies, 
ag mentioned in Ezra. And in Nehem. iv. 17. we find, 
that while one half of them wrought in the work the 
other half were obliged to hold the spears, the shields, 
&c. And even after the finishing of it; they would fre- 
quently be troubled, and persecuted ; which was real- 
ly the case; as may be observed of the troubles, and * 
persecutions they underwent from both Greeks and 
Romans: not to mention their intestine troubles. AIL | 
_ which plainly show, that it was not a thorough redemp-. 
tion. Seu 4 We me 
Third, And after threescore and two weeks shail tur 
ANOINTED be cut eff, AND NOT TO Him: And the city and. 
— sMinchuary shall be destroyed by the people of the prince 
hat shall come, &c. 
The anointed* here mentioned was King Agrippa; 
_ who. was put to death by Vespasian about four years be- 
Bike The word Maseack denotes the anointed; and who can 
properly be called so, but the king. Who was the Lord’s anoin- 
ted? as David expressed himself, in regard to Saul; For wie 
. ed stretch forth his hand against the Lord’s AnointeD? 1. 
Sap. xxvi. 9. And the reason that the king was so called is, 
begause he was anoimted at the express command of God, by 
the band of the prophet. But this can in no wise be applied 
to Fesus ; who after atl my researches, I cannot find, was a- 
nouited by any prophet, or other person, unless the woman 
pouring ointment on his head, may be so called. See Mark, 
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fore the destruction: si the temple: as was also his son: 
which is: shown by these words Vayen Lo and not to 
to him, i. .e. there shall be no more of him: for since 
his death, there has-been no more kingly power in the 
Jewish nation to this day. And why ? ? because “the.city 


“ and sanctuary shall be destroyed by the people of the - 


* prince that shall come: and the end thereof shall 
“ be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desola- 
* tions are NSS ” . All which, was fully accom- 
plished under "Fitus, who cominaitded them: to demal- 
ish the walls, the houses, Ye. 


And, after having mentioned ihe particulars of ee 


sixty-nine weeks, viz. the first seven, and the sixty-two, 
he proceeds to the last week in the seventy: Vahig- 
beer, Bareet, Lrabim, Shabuang, achad. And he sh ale 
STRENGTHEN the covenant with many for one week. This 
is spoken of the prince, mentioned in the preceding 
verse, who coming at the beginning of the last week, 
was Continually offering peace to the Jews, according 
to the emperor’s desire. ; and therefore, the angel 
. made use of the vorb Vahigbeer, and he shall strength- 
en: 1. e. be shall endeavor to strengthen the covenant, 
that was between them: and for that reason, 
not say that he should make a covenant with 
only to strengthen the former one. 6 
As to the expression, dnd in the midst [or half 







the week, (i. e. the seventieth) he shall cause the ‘sacri- 
fice and the oblaiion to ceases The prediction was | 
fully verified ; for on account of the great troubles of 


the siege, the sacrifice, and the offering, ceased from 


the temple, three years and a half before its destruc- _ 
tion. And he further observes, that all this was to come. — 


upon them, for the overspreading of the abominations, 
it should be made desolate : i. e. the abominations which 


they had committed, during both the first and second — 


temples. Hence the answer to Daniel’s doubt was 
complete ; which was to inform him, that the visitation 
of the Babylonian captivity was not prolonged, but ra- 
ther hastened ; but that, if they should not repent and 
mend their ways, they ‘would after the period allowed 
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them, go. ititooa Jong captivity, ie expiale their: for. 
mer, transgressions, Gs Ys 2 

This is -what appears to: me ;-and I doubt not, 10 
every impartial, and candid. personealso, when. duly 
considered, as perfectly conformable to tie whole con- 

iext, beginning from the second verse of the chapter. 
fn—the first feos of his’ reign, i Daniel understood by 
hooks ihe nunber of years. whercof the word of the Lord 
came to Jer emiah the prophet, that he would accomplish 
SEVENTY YEARS ?n the desolation of Jerusalem. Uence, 
according to the exvlapation here given itis manifest, 
jhat. the answer was perfectly calculated -to remove 
his doubt, which was all that was intended by it. But 
if you, or any. other chrisiian, should think proper to 
dispute the sense here given, I mean then, to take a 
review of the explanations given by the Christian com- 
wcentators : and | pledge myself.to produce such un- 
surmountable objections to their different systems, as 
will clearly pomt, out the f dlacy of them, and igenly 
fix the trath of mine. 

As to what you object against Rabbi ee: “ That 
from the destruction of the temple e, by Nebuchadnezzer, 
, Was a period of more than 630 years, - ey 
not : ecording to scripture ; but, on the 
pS: founded oh the opinion embraved by Chris- 
an writers, from profane authors ; who bold, that from 
Cyrus, King of Persia, to Darius, who sas conquered 
Eyer Alexander, there were fourteen Kings. But, this-is 
_ alirectly contrary to scripture ; for in the vision which 
ke saw (chap. x. 11.) the angel informed him, that there 
were to be three kings more in. Persia, besides Cyrus ; : 
in the third year of “whose. reign, he saw the vision ; 
which plainly shews, that there were to be but four kings 
in all,vige CPEs this: son Cambyses, Ahasuerus, the 
husband of Bist ter, and Darius, called in scripture Artax: 
erxes, " 
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LETTER Il. 
o the divine. Mission of Curist, compared with that of 
Mosss.. 


DEAR SIR, 


“YOU are pleased to tell us, (dee 14, of y Ghiictipes ) 
“That our ancesters rejected those who came fromGod,”’ 
(I suppose you mean Christ and the apostles) ** and who, 


brought the same testimonials of a divine mission that © 


Moses, and the preceding prophets, brought before — 


_ them,’ i. e. the working of miracles. 


All this is easily asserted, but not proved : for, in my Z 


humble opinion, you ought to have proved ; first, that 
the miracles which Moses wrought, were the especiat 
“proof of his divine mission : and, second, that those 
which Jesus wrought, were in like manner such, as no 
human being cout work without the Mantediaté &SSIS- 
tance of God; and that there was also the same neeesi~ 
ty for their being performed. But as you have not 
thought proper to preceed in this fair manner, I mean 
to take the task upon myself; and shall, therefore, 1D. 
the first place prove, that Moses was not believed by . 
the Jewish nation merely for the miracles 
wrought, (although there was the greatest 
them ;) and secondly, that there was not 








necessity for those of Jesus, but that they were s yo 


jast or rational; and consequently, cannot be offered as 


proofs of his divine mission, 1n comparison with that of | 


“Mases, 
As to the miracles of Moses, there was the preaieu 


necessity for them. For fnttances” the plagues . he ci 
brought upon the Egyptians, were necessary for the re- — 


demption of the Jewish nation; as was the dividing of 
the Red Sea, and the drowning of the Egyptians, for — 
their farther deliverance from them, The manna from, 
iTeaven, and the water from the rock, were necessary 
for their subsistence, in the wilderness : the same of alk 
the rest. 


And, although they were performed Lo sight: of 





beth the Jewish ane Eg gyptian natloniy yet; were thesia 
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“only prepatory to that, atch was to ex their firm belief 
in the divine mission of Moses, viz. God speaking with 
Moses face to face, in the presence of six HUNDRED 

THOUSAND MEN, besidés women and children; as men- 

tioned in Exodus, chap. xix. 9. 4nd the Lord said unte 

Moses, Lo, I come unto thee in a thick cloud, that the 

people mity hear. when I speak unto thee, AND BELIEVE 
_ THEE FOR EVER. 

This, Sir, was the especial proof of the divine mission 
of Moses: and indeed a greater cannot be required, 
_. as Moses himself emphatically expresses it, “for ask 
now of the days that are past, which were before thee, 
since the day that God created man upon the earth, and 
(ask) from one side of the heaven unto the other, whe- 
ier there hath been (any such thing) as this great thing 

s, or hath been heard like it ? Did (ever) people hear 
the voice of God spéaking out of the midst of fire, as 

thou hast heard? Deut. iv. 32, 33. And it is this-that 
God meant by the expression, ‘‘ And this (shall be) a 
sign unto thee that I have sent thee: when thou hast — 
“ brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall Serve _ 
God upon this mountain. Exod. ii. 12. “ 
_For this was the essential proof of the divine iniasionly 3 
of Moses, because, they not only heard God speak to — 
_ Moses, but to themselves also ; by which they were 
- fully satisfied of the existence of the spirit of prophecy, — 
as we find they expressed themselves, “And we have 
heard his voice out of the midst of the fire : -we have ~ 
_ seen this day that God doth talk with man, and he_liv- 
seth. Deut. v. 24. 

And what is stil! a greater proof of his divine mission, 
and that the nation was fully convinced thereof, is, that 
they from thenceforward, agreed to receive as coming 
from-God, whatever, he should deliver to them ; be- 
cause, they then were fully satisfied of his mission. 
‘Hear their own words. ‘ Now therefore why should 
we die ? for this great fire will consume us. If we con- 
tinue to hear the voice of the Lord our God any more, 
then we shalldie. For who (is there) of all flesh that — 
hath heard the voice of the living God, speaking out of 










TO DR. PRIESTLEY. $3 


re 


he 
the midst ofthe fire, as we have, and lived ? Go thou 
near and hear all that the Lord our God shall say, and 
speak thou unto us all, that the Lord our God shall 
speak unto thee, and we will hear it, and doit, Ibid; 
25, 26,27, and Exod. xvi 19.- ; ; 

And, as it was by such extraordinary means, that. 
they came to entertain a firm belief in his divine mis- 
sion, it hath never been-eflaced from the Jewish na. - 
tion ; for notwithstanding, that they fell into idolatry 
and other crimes, yet, at no time whatever did the na- 
tion deny the divine mission of Voses. No, Sir, not the - 
destruction of our-government, and the consequent 
dispersion of our nation; the persecutions of Infidels 
and Christians, and the almost universal contempt of 
nations, have ever been able-to root it outof our hearts. 

Hence it is manifest, from the words of God himself, 
(and who, we must grant, was fully acquainted with 
the sentiments of the nation) that miracles only were 
not sufficient to establish a firm belief in the divine , 
mission of Moses; much less can those of Jesus, which ; 
you freely acknowledge, cannot vie with those recor- 
ded of Moses, in point of magnitude and splendor, -be _ 
thought so: more especially, if we consider the I 
injunction laid on us by Moses, not to add or d 
from the law. ‘ Ye shall not add unto the word 
Tcommand you, neither shall ye diminish (aught) from 
it. Deut. iv. 2. andxii. 3. Whereas. Christians hold, — a 
that Jesus had power to abolish the Mosaical dispensa- 
tion. and which they say he actually did. And although 
you, and some other Christiane believe the perpetual 
obligation of the lawof Moses; yet, I suppose, that a 
person of your knowledge and experience need not be | 
informed, that, that is not the sentiment of Christians 
in general ; and this leads me to consider your attempt- 
to convert the Jews, to what you call Christianity, as 
both preposterous, and useless. Preposterous ; because 
you must be sensible, that to convert a nation such as 
the Jews, to Christianity, the professors thereof ought 
to be unanimous, in w the work of salyationconsisis ae 
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(otherwise they might be deterred therefrom, by reason 
of the difliculty attending the making a proper choice 
of that. which is mght ;) that this is not the case with 
what is called Christianity, I submit to the judgment 
of every candid and impartial person. For, if we go to 
the Catholic church, we are told, that. out of the pale 
thereof, there is no salvation $ : and consequently, nus 
submit to belicve, transubstantiation ; the worshipping 
er praying to saints and images, with a whole train of 
et ceteras, or goto the devil. And, although the re- 
formed churches (with the whole body of dissenters ) 
are more charitable ; yet, unless.a person firmly believes 
the doctrine of the Trinity, a d the merits of the blood 
and sufferings of Christ, as the Messiah and Saviour of 
the world, there is no salvation for him. Nay, even 
you yourself, and those that are of your opinion, are not 
considered as Christians, by those that account them- 
selves orthodox ; as | understand, from-bath clergy and 
laity, with whom] have conversed. And what is more, 
you are jreleged in the same condemnation as the Jews, _ 
ng in the doctrine of the Trinity; asl ~ 
re. following paragraph, which Mr. Lind- 
in his “ Sequel to the Apology for resigning the 
; vicarage of Catterick,” observes, is taken from page 
0): of an “ Answer to the Rev. Mr. Romaine’s Prac- 
’ Commentary on the one hundred and seventh 
Psalm.” 
Aslam not possessed of either the Commentary, or 
ae :., I shall give it in Mr. Lindley’s own words. | 
In page 100, we meet with a surprising accusation against 
the Jews,.that “ they are now without a God, because 
they have rejected the true God, the blessed Trinity of 
their fathers, and worship they know not what. They 
have set up some strange kind of an infinitely extended 
metaphysical Being, whom they call the one supreme 
God and who never had any existence, but what the en- 
emies of Christianity have been pleased to give him.”? 
Rema‘ne’s Practical Commentary. “This isa new des- 
éription of Atheism. ‘Lo believe | one sapreme God, is 













“ois right, and that, “ you believ.: in the per 
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with ignorant zeal asserted to: be the same thing as to 
be without a God.” But [ ask, in the words of Mr. 
_Eatndsey what. is atheism or what blasphemy, if deny- 
ing the existence of ons Supreme God be. not? And 
inay not I say, in vindication of the Jews, aginst. this 
malevolent charge, that if they worship one Snpreme 
God, they do. worship the God of their fathers! Do 
they not worship the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of 
Jacob, in whom. they believed? The God of Moses, 
to whom he declared himself by the name FAM? The | 
-God described in the law and the prophets, as the only: 
living and true God. And my author farther observe ee 
“Bat the author’s zeal cannot stop here. Christians are 
included in the same condemuation with the Jews, il 
they do not assent to tis new* article of his own in- 
vented crecd.”? Sequel to the Apology, page 226. 
Andean you imagine, that a whole nation would for- 
sake @ religion given by God himsel f, for such manifest 
contradictory opinions; and which, according to your 


ine, are both far from true Christianity? What 
Ine, ) 







J 












is the poor Jew now to. choose? Why he is in a worse 


plight then the idolatrous Jews in the time of Ahab y_ 
for they halted between, two opinions onl 
iold them ; (1. Kings, xviii. 21.) but her 
| not now justified in calling your attemp 


bat perhaps you will. tell me that what 












“gation of art the laws which Moses preseril 
“pation,” (page 8 of your letters.) If so, 
pronounce your attempt to be pugatory. 
do more by embracing Christianity, than adhere to 
law of Moses, even according to your hypothe 
surely not. 4 ga 





* I¢ I unperstand my author ‘rightly, I must differ: frors 
nim in this; for I always understood that the selfexistence 
and eqality of Christ with the Father, &c. was always held 
py the Trinitarians ; consequently it cannot be a new in, 
xented article. 
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Vou say, ps 2h, “Tad Jesus es an “eipostteg slike oth- 
ers, by whom have you been imposed upon since ? yo? 
Now the love of truth obliges me to tell you plainly, that 
according to your hypothesis, Jesus must be that im- 
postor. “Hear the words of a reverend and dignilicd 
‘clergyman of the church of Eogland, and altentively 
consider the shocking : ternative that he bas put the 
charact ‘enof Jesus upon. “They are net my words: | 
am notaceountable for them: Christians themselves 
must look toit; foritis they that give infidels cause to 
He: triumph. “ Eithcrour Lord was more than a mere man, 
~ or even than a mere angel: nuy, cither he is‘that great 
4 AM, which had an existence, not ge before Alra: 
» ham, bet bzfere the world began, and upholds all things 
ny the word of his power, or else he must have been 
e of the falsest and vilest of the human racé, for ma- 
ee such groundless pretensions.” Anda little far- 
ther,” «That if tais eu alae be really trae, the serip- 
{ures of course mnst be false, and Christ and his. ee 
tles be ranked among the greatest hypocrites ar 
posters 4 hat ever appeared omearthitye” See as 
= {mast nM Awask yo :once more,whether this is the a 
hat yonwith so aieli sincerily and good willinvile © 
‘to embrace 2 Were it not that charity forbids — 
ining such a thought, | shouid be apt to pro- 
a the whole a farce. Aud if you are really in 
and wish to conver! the Jews, to what you call 
janity, 1 think you must produce more sadstantial 
ag pport of your hypotliesis, than what you hav € 
‘And, if T mieht presume to offer my opin- 
on} jnso weighty a cause, | think, that the fairest me- 
“thod, and that which is the li kehest to lead to convic- 
jou on @ither side, is, to lake a review of all the proph. 
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ecies concerning the Messiah, from Moses to Malachi; 
and compare them with the acts of Jesus, recorded in. 
the New Testament ; tosee whether or no they have — 
_ been fulfilled in his person. ‘This, isthe method I took 
myself to search for truth : f rTam not ashamed to tell 
you, that Iama Jew by choice; and not because I 
was born a Jew: farfromit: for 1 am clearly of opin- 
ion, that every person endowed with ratiocination, ought — 
to have a clear idea of the truth of revelation, and hi 
true ground for his faith ; as far as human wisdom can _ 
go 
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And it is this, that David meant ib ‘his charge-to Sol- 
omon. ‘And thou, Solomon, my son, know the God 
of thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart.” 1. 
Chron. xxviii. 9. 

Now, it is not possible for any one to know God; but 
what David meant thereby was, that he should not lo as 
the heathens did, who inherited their religion from fa- 
‘ther to son, without having any true grounds for their — 
faith. No, says he, thou shalt not do so, but una rstand 
“by thy sense and reason, that, the God ft thy 
alone worthy to be served ; and then, as a nat 
sequence, thou wilt serve him with a 
For it is manifest, that he who hath search 
just ground for the truth of his faith, will al ay 
God with a more fervent devotion, than he ¥ 
ecives his religion, as he does his inheritance, | 

If the scheme above proposed was to be pursue 
think we should soon come to a decision: for it is 
the name of Messiah, but the character of the p 
foretold by the prophets, that is to be regarded, (a 
also acknowledge, page 27) and the events to be 
plished at his comming. Secs 

If all the prophecies have been fulfilled in Teste: he 
must be the person foretold; if not, (which, I am pret- 
ty confident | can prove) why then, he cannot be the 
person prophesied of. Hence it is manifest, that this is 
the only rational method, to be pursued ina controyer- 
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“sy of this. iad “we should then sec, whether we have 
really. fallen into the. mistake (as you assert, of not 
distinguishing between a “suffering Messiah, and that 
Prince of the house of David’? under whom we are 
to enjoy the great prosperity. that is promised to us “ in 
the latter days. For as youo serve, page. 35) “the 

_ Messiah we look for will come.” 

Now, I should be highly obliged to you, if you will 

point out to me those texts of scripture which distin- 

guish the one from the other. For I must freely ac- 
knowledge, that notwithstanding | have frequently read 
the Bible in the original language, in which f have some 
little knowledge ; yet, have f not been fortunate enough 
io meet with them. Perhaps, my eyes were holden. 

_ that [should not see them; and you are ordained to o- 
pen them.  Ifso, I beseech you to be expeditious ; for 
salvation is a tock that I held, cannot be perfected 
too soon. But J sincerely hope, that they are better’ © 
founded than what you advance, (page ‘36.) “ Butit is 
int re said that the person who is characterised by 
: ie should be descended from David, a 

under whom you are to enjoy * 

prosperity.”” eee 















; for no se distinction is to be met 


le guage, Genoteet no more, find simply “the an- 
-oin »d ; and which is used to “the Kings, or High Priest ; 
. denotes “to anoint,” &c. But is never used to 
the person, denominated the: “© Messiah ;”’ for 
that has only obtained, by means of the Chaldee para- 
_ phrasts; who in translating those words in scripture, 
- that. denoted the prinee, under whom we are to enjoy 
our temporal. prosperity, rendered them into Chaldee 
Magbecan: aye annointed 5 because, the said Ged is 
coneneny , will be the anointed king that is to. reign - 
‘over the Jewish nation, after their restoration, Hence 


ion of yours, I must tell you: neerele: ig Yo 


‘TO DRs PRIESTLEY. : 

‘you may Clearly perceive, from what source the word 

Messiah arose, andthat the person so denominated, and — 
the prince under whom weare to enjoy our prosperity, 
(according to your hypothesis) are one and the same 
person; consequently, the distinction used by you, isa 
mere fallacy. es ae : 

That you may be fully convinced of the truth of what 
| have advanced, I will give you an instance or two (out 
of the many that I could produce) in support of.it; for. 
I scorn to assert, what I cannot prove. gee 

“ And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of — 
Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots; Isa. xi" 1. 

The Cha. - ; 

And there shall come forth a Kine from the children. 
af Jesse, and a Messiau from his childrens’ children 
shall grow. ‘Targum, Jonathan. Ibid. 

__ & The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leo- 

_ pard shall lie down with the kid, &c. Ibid. 6. 

po PheGbae <2 oe fibed 
In the days of the Messiau of Israel, peace shall be 





Beary 












great in the earth,” and the wolf shall dwell with the 

amb, and the leopard with the: kid.) ‘Tar na- 
than. Ibid. ; a : 

{could say much more in support of what I hav 
ced, but these I think, are sufficient to conv! 
osopher of such candid and liberal sentiments, as YoL 3 
known to possess, in so eminent a degree. I therefore, — 
have no doubt, but that you will either retract what yeu — 
have advanced on this point, or support it by substantial — 
proofs; either of which, I shall be happy tosee, Witl 
the highest sentiments of sincerity and respect, | remain, - 
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Sir, 
Yours, &e: | 


| D, LEVI. 
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0. THE READER. 


; ‘tt ma y not be‘amiss for me just to observe, at the close of this yo- 
Jume, that Dr. Priestley, in his Letters to the Jews, advances senti- 
ments, which do not accord with those of many professed Chris- 





tians notwithstanding it must, be acknowledged” that he has very’ 
\ ably and conclusivoly proved that in ope the Messiah promised. 


tnd foretold by the prophets, and in Oyposition to infidelity, he. 

has written well in support of christianity. 

The character* of Dr. Priestley is 50 well estabalished, that no 

scholar, or candid person acquainted with it can doubt his sinceri- 

ty, and it is probable the same may be said with regard to the 
sincerity of Levi. But it does not belong to me to say any thing 
_ for or against their arguments, but leave the reader to jadge for 

himself. s : ets 

If there should be another edition of this work, during my life, 
it is probable the letters of Priestley and Levi, will be omitted, and 
the other subjects will .be more fully treated, particularly the dis- 
persion of the Jews, which will be more interesting, and also new 
to most readers, as I have remarked in the preface, that this part of 
history has been heretofore only in large and expensive books, 
(at least I do not recollect to have seen, or heard of its being 
compiled, as many other parts of history have been in a small 
or, single volume,) and therefore it has been inaccessible to many 
readers to whom it would be very edifying and Interesting. It is 






Certajaly well worthy of the perusal of ail classes of people, notonly _ 


on atcount of the many singular and wonderful events recorded, 
butas there is no history which so. clearly evinces the fulfilment of 
prophecy. And we may add that this, with that of christian perse- 


_ cation, ee appendix page 241,) there is no part of history demon-. 


_ strates more fully the effect of bigotry, prejudiec and intolerance, 
(andin which more cruelty is to be seen) which when compared 
ith their opposites, charity, liberality, love, tenderness and kind- 


3. OF ir eer Wonk doing as each One would wish to be done 
there can be no greater contrast, and sufficient, one might sup- 
to cause every reader who possesses any sensibility to detest 
nN 
* Itis recorded of Priestley that “ Not even malice itself could 
ever fix a stain on his character, or impeach his integrity. He 
_ wrote and published abundance on various subjects, (his history of 
electricity, is called his great work, which is in quarto and up- 
wards of 700 pages,) and it is a matter of doubt whether there 
ever was a man that exceeded him in jearning and such univer- 
salinformation, His intellectual powers continued unimpaired to 
the last. He died inNorthumberland, Pennsylvania, on the 9th of 
February 1804, aged nearly 71, with so much calmness that his 















death was almost unobserved by all present, after having repea- | 


tedly expressed his confidence of rising and meeting -his friends in 
a better world. His last words were“ farewell till the morning of 
the resurrection,’ 





it 
and abhorihe ave. highly esteem, adm@e and practice the 
_ Should this publication have this, greatly to be desired effect, 
only in a small degree, the writer would Rave the sati 
fection, that he has been instrumental in contrib 
fit of his | creatures, and of having lived to do some good in 
ithout doing which, in some respects, he considers life | 


o ber. 
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the world, wi 
a mere blank. > : . 
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See 1 ERRATA. 
Page 17, Mark ch. 23, read 13.‘ 
17, line 15 from bottom, for weightiest read weighty. 
25, line 10, the inverted commas, or quotations after 
Britain, should be after the word ‘ death,” at the | 

end of the paragraph, or line 24. se SY 

33, line 3 of the note, for sueceeding read potediie 

~ 107, line 3, for connected read directed. 

127, first line, head of the chapter, after eighth century, 

read ninth. 

219, The quotations should have been at the beginning 
of the second line from the bottom, and at the end 
of the paragraph, page 220, after ‘“ personage”. 

226, line 13 from the top, for shall meet, read shall be 
meat. ; ; me 

236, Jine 13 from the ton, for love read law, and line 17 
from Jerusalem, read after Lord in the 15th line, 

PAs thus, the word of the Lord from Jarusalem. 
_ There are a few more mistakes iu printing, but not of suf 
ficient impertance to be noticed here. d 
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~ ADVERTISEMENT... 
- The Author of the foregoing history, bas lately issued 
for Publishing by Subscription, angther Edition of. his 
that most singular Society of people called Shakers, with 
her of additional, pages, containing some things that were oO 
ja the first, and that have transpired since. And the Author is en- 
eouraged to publish another edition, asthere has been but few books 
more read, and so generally approved of as the first edition of thés 
work; and several writers, reviewers, and periodical publications, | 
lave respectfully noticed it, but the three following extracts may 











sullice, the others being cf the same import. — Beer 
An Extract from a eelcbrated Literary Work, pnblished in Phila- 


= 


delphia, entitled, The Port Polio, or, Monthly Magazine, No. for ~~ 

Ocioser, 1812, Volume 8.- 

« Anona the variety of religious sects with which our country’ 
abounds, noue, appears more worthy of investigation than the soci- 
ety which is the subject of the volume before us; on account of 
ther peculiar opinions, and extraordimary mode of worsbin: it vas 


¥ 


from motives of literary curiesity we sought after ihe History of 

y. Brown, and the very curiovs information which it contains 

will exempt it from the neglect and inattention with which we are 

‘disposed to ated species. of religious controversy. 

“—‘ We should do injustice to the author, if we did not say, that 
no marks of intemperance or passion are visible in his narration :, 
he seems, on the contrary, to enquire anxiousty after truth, to use 

all possible means of enlightening himself on the important sub- 

j jects of his doubts ; and even, after his separation from the society, 

though he cannot adopt their principles, he renders justice to the - 

zood order and decency of their conduct, their exeinplary charity, — 
and the kind treatment which hi perienced from the body of 
their community: These circumstances strongly recommend his 

narrative. ei te 4 

‘©The author's own experience is related with great accurncy, 
and furnishes an excellent preof into what whimsies a heated inta- 

- sinatio! may lead the most sensible and sober: men. 

“ ‘Fotally ignerant, as we are of the author, we do not hesitate 
to say, that he writes and acts Jike a very-sober, good sort of a man, 
Yhere is even an interesting simplicity displayed in his earnest en- 
deavours to learn the doctrines of the seet; and he leaves nothing 
watried; no solitary meditations, no painful conferences, to re- 
concile them to his ideas of reason. . 

« Phe contents of this volume are of a nature to excite a lively 
interest with regard to so extraordinary asect,” &c. ; 


An Extract from the 3d vol. ofthe Travels of the celebrated Dr. 
Dwight, President of Yale College. iW 
‘“Puemas Brown's account, ¢c. of the Shakers, is written with. 
a commendable spirit of moderation, and with strong appearances 
of integrity, and with a respectable share of good sense and infor. 
mation. ‘ : Sey a 
+ He was not sufficiently enthusiastic as to yield his faith ulti- - 
mately, without conviction, or against the dictates of his own judg- 
ment; for this reason oxly he was dismissed.—They were very 
desirous to retain hiw, butshe-had'too much sense, integrity and in- 
dependence, to become @ victim to the doctrines of-implicit faith, 
nd passive obedience.—They wrote a letter to him, partly argu- 
nentative, and partly contemptuous, which they evidently hoped © 
vould discourage him from pubHshing his work. To this he made — 
a reply with moderation, ard with vigor and good sense, and wit 
the same, he proceeded to execute his design. h 
“ During the time he belanzed to the society, he appears to have. 
oxamined, every thing which he saw and heard relating to the Sha- 
_kers, their doctrines, their practice, their origin, and their progress, 
with great care and candour, and the resalt of his investigations he 
has given to the world in this book.” 


Uxtract from Professor Stiliman’s tour from’ Hartford to Quebec. 

« An account of the people called Shakers, &c. by Mr. Thomas 

_ Brown, is probably one of the best that has been published ; it has 

_ every appearance Of being written with candor and truth, and ex- 
hibits considerable abitily.” : 






















_ GENERAL INDEX. 


- Abomination, of desolation, spoken of by Daniel, the 
‘meaning thereof, 56. _ = - 
Adrian, Roman emperor, partly rebuilds Jerusalem. 
Te erects a theatre with the stones of the temple. He 
forbids the Jews to look at their once beloved city, 99. 
He sends an army against the Jews; a second disper- 
sien and great destruction of them, 99, 101. 
Africa, condition of the Jews in several places of, 
18%. 22 
Agrippa, tries to persuade the Jews not to go to war 
with .the Romans, and represents the grandeur and 
power of the Roman empire, 37—39. 
America, conditionof the Jews in, 196. 
‘Antichristians, Why so called by the author, note, 
110. ‘They burn the Jews’ synagogue, and persecute 
and pluuder them, 114. : 


Britain, the gospel preached in it before the destruc 
dion of Jerusalem: previous thereto, the state of the 
people, 25. — siti sch ae Ui 

¥ oP 5 OS at % Bf \ eben OU: 
- Canaan, its geographical situation, note, 12: vs 
number of its inhabitants: its fruitfulness formerly, and. 
barrenness latterly, 12. ay et 

Carcass, spoken of by Christ, the meaning thereof, 






57. 

Cestuss Gallu, marches with a powerfal army into Ju- 
dea, and against Jerusalem, 39; enters the city. Ina 
strange manner abandons it, and the Jews pursae him, 
AQ. 

China, state of the Jews in, 164—167. 4 

Christ, predicts the destruction of Jerusalem and tae 
temple; the chief of his predictions relating thereto, 

9 a 


as fy 


sane) * tn 
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17—19. He’ foresees the calamities that are coming 
upon Jerusalem, and weeps over it, 18. He foretelis 
that persecution will be the lot of his disciples, 18, 23, 
And that false Christs, impostors and*deceivers shall 
arise, 20. Famines, pestilence and earthquakes foretold, 
26; and fearful sights and great signs from heaven, 
28. Wars, and rumors of wars, 33. His -predictions 
remarkably fulfilled, 91,96. Also respecting John the 
fivangelist, 95. He foretold that the Jews should fall 
by the edge of the sword, and be led away caplive into all 
nations, &e. Indisputed fact, shewing the fulfilment, 
95, 96. ‘ 
Christians, mindful of their divine Master’s warning, 
- forsake Jerusalem, 40, 41, 58. Their character in the 
fourth and following centuries, note, 110.. Vast num- 
pers slaughtered by the Jews, 104. : 
Constantine, the Great, the Christian religion estab 
dished by him, 103; passes severe laws against the 
’ Jews, 104. : . 
€onstantius succeeds his father, he hates the Jews, _ 
104. : +5 e 
‘ Crusades,’called holy wars, an account of them, 127, 
.428. They massacre vast numbers of Jews, 129. . ~ 


€yrill, bishop, hisiwicked conduct, 111, Pfs. * 
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Destroyed, almost innumerable numbers of Jews, 86; 
and vast numbers from time to time, 86. See Jews. 


E 
Eagles, being gathered together spoken of by Christ, 


. meaning thereof, 57. Pan : 
Earthquakes, in divers places, as Christ predicted, 






ypt, condition of the Jews in, 187. 
ngland, state of the Jews in, their extreme snfler- 


, Ethiopia, state of the Jews in, 187, 
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Ferdinand, issuesseyere and, dreadful edicts against 
the Jews, their extreme sulferings, 173, 176. 

Famine, foretold by Christ, commences in several 
places, 27s. Very severe’in Jerusalem, 63. — The her- 
yors-of famine still more melancholy, 68. A Jewish 
lady butchers and eats her awn child, 69. Great num- 
bers atarved, 87.88. , 

France, sufferings of the Jews in, 149. 


ae ea Ge 
Gospel, published extensively before the destruction 
of Jerusalem, as Christ predicted, 24: the fulfilment 
of which was the most unlikely aud every thing to hin- 
der, yet accomplisned, 25. * 


5 % 
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~~ History, the benefit resulting from the study of, 6. 
~ Houses, walking on the tops of, what meant thereby, 
58; description of, 66, note. . Se: 
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Sea vest i el es, " igi sce 
. Impostors, deceive the Jews Never did there 
appear so many as shortly after Christ. and during 
Jewish wars, 22. One declares: himself to be the sec- 
ond Moses; surprising obedience of the Jews to him, — 
yi. Another, 118. An account of several, 133— 
136. .Reason why the Jews rejected Christ, and yet | 
- follow-every impostor. 136. A noted and greatest im- _ 
postor of call, 157: three more. Richard Brothers, in — 
Haglaad, the last, who asserted that he was sent of God ~ 
to restore the Jews, 195. eg 

Impaling, punishment of, described, 162, 

Ireland, an horrid massacre in, of the protestants, by 
the papists, 249. 7 
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Jerusalem, the origin of it, and hy whom first inhab- 
‘ited, 10: its geographical situation, 11: description of 
it, 13: its destruction foretold by Christ, 17: he weeps 
over it, 18: fearful sights and signs seen, foreboding its 
destruction, 28: a sword hung over the city; a won- 
derful light seen, one of the gates opens of itself, 29: 
chariots and armies seen fighting in the air, around the 
city, 30: a man, by the name of Jesus, walks through 
the streets of the city, crying Wo to Jerusalem: his 
treatment and death, 30: note concerning him, 30, 31. 
Jerusalem and Judea swarm with robbers, 35. Cestus 
Gallius marches with an army and encamps. before the 
city: makes himself master of part of it: he unexpec- 
_tedly retreats: the Jews pursue him, 40. Many of the 
better sort of Jews forsake Jerusalem ; Christians, also, 
being mindful of their divine Master’s warning, 40.. 
Nero commands Vespasian to march against it, 42: the. 
predictions of Christ exactly fulfilled: several of the 


| 


apostles predict its ruin, 53,54. The Roman army, 


ander Vespaidn, approach the city, 56. Titus enclo- 
ses the city with a wall, 65; another of our Saviour’s 


‘ redictions fulfillec The city in a dreaaful situa- 
ation; Jerusalem a praise in all the earth, sinks 


into ulter ruin, 80: its mournful and desperate condi- 
jon described by the prophet, 86. Never since in pos- 
session of the Jews; first to the Romans, and then to 
others, and trodden down of the Gentiles, 95, 96. -Ad- 
rian partly rebuilds it, calls it by another name, 99, 
101, Julian attempts to rebuild it; in a strange man- 
er defeated : . testimony concerning the fact, 106—108. 
ersian monarch becomes master of it, borrid massa- 
Che, 117. Jerusalem to be rebuilt, and inhabited again 
bythe Jews, 233. ; 
_Jiws, why so called, many destroyed and carried 
into Captivity, 10. Roman luxury and vice introduced — 
among them, 11. Christ laments on account of the 
calamities that he foresees are coming upon them, 17, 
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18. Deceived by false Messiahs, and impostors, 21. 
‘They'groan under the Roman yeke, and look for a de- 
liverer, 22, ‘Their readiness to receive false prophets, 

as Jesus foretold, 23. They persecute the diseiples of 
Christ, 23, &c. They have fearful signs and warnings 
ef their approaching ruin, 28. Many remove from * 
Babylon, most terrible destruction of them, unparal- 
leled'in any former part of their history, 34. An in- 
dignity offered to them, which they resist, and vast 
numbers trodden ‘to death, 34. The governors ap- 
pointed by the Romatis, greatly afflict and insult them, 
note, 34, They make war against the Samaritans, 
discord rages among ibem, the land swarms with rob- 
bers, who murder aud cause uniyersal consternation, 
35. ‘The last and worst governor they ever had, he 
tries to provoke them to open rebellion, 36. They 
groan under a tyrant, many of the most opulent forsake 
Jerusalem, the Jews every where take up arms, and ms 
thus begins the fatal war, 37. Agrippa strives to per- 
suade them not to go to war with the Romans, he rep- 5 
reseuts the greatness and power of the Romanempire, — 
and tie nations subdued by it. Intestine wars razed 
with fury, the Jews ev y where the sufferers, vast 
numbers at different plates destroyed, ‘9738. Cetus 
Gallus marchés with’a powerful army against chem, he 
burns towns and slaughters theimbabitants, 3 i 
pa tries once more to appea ‘ rebellion, f! 
_ base conduct, 39,40. Cestus makes himself 1 
of part of the city, he strangely retreats, the Jews p 
sue him, the better sort forsake Jerusalem, the chr 
tians also, being mindfal of their divine master’s warn- 
ing. When ye shall see Jerusalem encompassed with ar-— 
mes, &c. 40. He that shall endure to the end, explained, — 
‘41. The Jews prepare to carry on the work, Nero _ 
orders Vespasian to march with an army into Judea, — 
Gadara taken, all the adults put to the sword; Jotapata _ 
besieged, at length taken, a vast number of Jews des- 
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i 
droyed and made prisoners, Josephus the commander — 
‘hides in a cave, he surrenders, predicts the fate of Ves- 
pasian, is retained in the Roman army, 42, 44. The 
Jews mourn for Josephus, supposing him dead. Sev- 

eral other places fall before the Romans, horrid des- 
truction, 44, 46. Titus exhorts the inhabitants of Gas- 
Chala to save themselves from destruction. John and 
his party escape to Jerusalem, he is pursued, a great 
number killed in the read, and brought back prison- 
ers: the remaining inhabitants surrender, 46. Vespa- 
sian prevented from pursuing the war, 46. The Jews 
divided into two opposite parties, and destroy each 
other, 46. Josephus’ representation of thein, wicked 
conduct of the zealots, 47. Ananus, the high priest, 
exhorts the peuple to take up arms against the factious 
villains, 47. The treachery of John; he persuades 
the zealots to call the Idumeans to ‘heir assistance. 
- Ananus refuse them entrance; a dreadful storm, by 
_ which means they enter, an horrid massacre, 48. Many 
of the nobility put. to death, conduct similar to the 
reign of terror in France ; Zechariah, son of Baruch, 
murdered, note cencerning him, 49. Vespasian re- — 
mains idle, while the Jewis trength is growing weak- : 
er and weaker; a new party formed, and how, 50. 
The calamities of the miserable people increased, 50. _ 
_Vespasian create ror, sends his son Titus to re- _ 
- duce Jerusalem, order of the march of his army, en- 
Camp near Jerusalem, 52. Now commences its utter 
fuin, as Christ predicted, also several of his disciples, 
§3, 54. Jews bent on their own ruin, 54; great num- 
bers resert to Jerusalem, 55; astonishing conduct, notc,. 
_ $86; their horrible condition when Titus encampt be- 
fore Jerusalem, not to deliver it from its miseries, but 
to fulfil the predictions of our Saviour, 56. Jews com- 
‘pared toa dead careass, eagles also; the text explain- 
ed, 57; feast of the passover, the time they crucified 
their Messiah, memorable period, ib. Several of the. 
predictions of Christ relating to the Jews explained, 
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59., Their miseries and calamities, all history cannot 
furnish a parallel, 59. Horrid. coaduct, they act as if 
they had sworn to make their ruin more easy to the — 
_ Romans, 61. Titus makes them some offers of peace, 
they make a show of accepting, but act deceitfully; the 
Romans now begin to play their engines against the city 
with all their might, and make terrible ‘havock, 62. 
They enter the. first wall, and soon the second, 63. 
The famine rages among them ina terrible manner, 
brought on by the mad conduct of the faction, the 
soldiers prey upon the common people, and butcher 
the inhabitants, 63. ‘Titus knowing their miserable con- 
dition, still willing to spare them, sends Josephus to ex- 
hort them again, they return bitter invective and abuse, 
64. Many crucified before the walls, 64. A great ca- 
lamity befals many who had escaped to the Roman 
camp, being the greatest act of wickedness ever com-_ 
mitted, 65. Note onthe same. The Romans enclose 
the city by a wall, another of Christ’s predictions fulfil. — 
led, 66. A black and deadly might overspreads the © 
city, 66. (Truly as Christ said, “ the like never be- 
fore.) The most astonishing wicked conduct of the 
factions, 66,67. Some propose to surrender to the Ro- 
mans; the plot discovered, and their mangled bodies 
thrown. over the walls in sight | f the Romans, 67, 68. 
Bold pretenders to prophecy, hired by the fact o 
_ go about the city to encourage the people; the horrors 
_ of famine still more melancholy, 68. A Jewess kills 
and eats her own child—at the sight of this horrid dish 
the bloody hell-hounds tremble, 69. The tender Jesus 
beheld it when he said, ‘‘ daughters of Jerusalem weep 
not for me,” &c. Also foretold by Moses, 70. They 
now begin to think they are forsaken by divine Provi-. 
dence, 71. Several desert to the Romans and inform — 
‘Titus of the dead cast out who.Jiad starved, 71. Titus 
declares he was not the cause 0 their misery, but their — 
ewn obstinacy—arfter a, bleody encounter on both sides 
the Remans make themselves waster of the fortress An~ 
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tonio: the factions plunder rich and poor, and lastly 
the temple, 72. They could not be persuaded that 
God would suffer the holy place to be taken by the 
heathen: 73. Josephus is sent the last time to exhort 
John and his adherents to surrender: many of the Jews, 
moved by,his discourse, flee to the Romans. ‘Titus 
condessends, even himself, to exhort them: he, in 4 
council of war,- had deferinines to save the the temple 
as a monument of his success, in order that it might not 
be injured; he challenges them to leave it and fight on 
more proper ground; it is destroved on the same day 
and hour as formerly by the king of Babylon, 74.— 
‘Temple set on fire, Titus tries to preserve it. Dead 
and dying weltering in their own gore, 75. Jews de- 
ceived bya false prophet, horrid to relate 6,000 perish, 
while the temple is wrapped in flames, 76. The pa- 
pee of history can furnish no examples to the horror of 
ene, 77. Simon and John, the two principal 
‘ee and factions, desire a conference with Titus; 
Boi lives are offered on condition of their surrender- 
ing, which they refused. Titus abandons the city to 


the fury of his soldiers, the factions fortify themselves 
in the royal palace, and: massacre of 8,000 Jews. 


Prisoners sold by Titus as Moses predicted, 78: “Sic & % 


mon and John taken prisoners, their fate,79.° The. 
ity completely i in. possession of the Romans, they plun- 









der, burn and massacre. Jerusalem once the praise of 
“all the earth sinks into utter ruin, 80. If the Jews had 


-beentunited the Romans could not have taken the gity,: 


$1. Other places taken, when all opposition on the part 
of the Jews ceases, 84, 85. The numbers destroyed du- 
ring the siege. besides many of whom no account could 


ie taken, 86, 88. A review of the past, 88. A singular’ 


eorrespondence between their crime and punishment, 


‘the cause of all their suffering, 90, 91. The meaning of — 


For the elect’s sake these days shall be shortened,”’ 93.. 
The state of the Jews under pagan’ Rome, 97. Domi- 
tian increases the calamitics Of these people, 97. Those 
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BoA had survived their. city and country, seek ai ‘an 1 asy- : 


Jum in various parts of the world, 98. They form a 
system of government, so as to keep up some appear- 
ance of union, 98, 99. “Never reconciled to be under 
any foreign, or other power—they break out into oper 
rebellion and murder 500,000 Romans and others : after 
an obstinate conflict and terrible bloodshed they become 
reduced, 99, Notwithstanding, their rebellious spirit 
not subdued ; they are exasperated again to open rebel- 
lion, led by a false Messiah, who they acknowledge to 
be king of the Jews, 99. He raises an army of 200,- 
000 men, but is finally defeated. and incredible num- 


bers destroyed, 100. In this second destruction and 


dispersion, many are sold for about the price of horses. 


Are forbidden even to look at their once beloved city. 
Are obliged to pay for shedding tears where they 


shed the blood of Jesus, 101. Their condition under 
Christian Rome, 103. Constantine passes severe laws 
_ against them; they become numerous in Persia; raise a 
- dreadful persecution against the christians, 104, Con- 


stantius hates the Jews, and treats them as they treated. 


the christians, 104. The wicked shall not go unpunisk- 
ed; the death of Constantius delivers the Je om 
certain. ‘restrictions, 105. They undertake to rebuil 





Jerusalem and the temple, by order of Julian; in a 
stranve manner defeated, 106,107. They insult the es- 


tablished church, 109. The anlichristians persecute 
them, plunder and burn their synagogues. Miserably 


deceived by an impostor who calls himself a second 
Moses, 110. Wicked conduct in crying fire in the night 
to get the christians out, and then murdering them ; the 
consequences, 112, 113. Story concerning a conver- 
sion of the Jews on the island of Minorca, 114. Lear- 
ned Rabbins compose a work called the Masora, ex- 
plained in anote, 115. A violent persecution of the 
Jews in Persia; a learned Rabbi declares war against 
the Persian king, who by the assistance of the Jews be- 
comes master of Jerusalem, when he delivers all whe 
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profess to be christians into the hands of the Jews, who, 
horrid ‘to relate, cruelly murder 90,000, plunder their 
property, and destroy their churches. Note on their 
conduct, 117. Several edicts passed against them, which 
drives them into rebellion ; ; a false Macstah hee eis them : 

troops are sent against them, they are defeated, humbled, 
and remain for a, while peaceable. 118. Jews in Cesa- 
rea rebel against the Roman government, are subdued, 


their property confiscated, many beheaded, and’ others’ 


banished, 119. Enter into SeN eral, other wars, and “in 


_all greatly the sufferers. 119. Mahomet and the Jews, 
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120. (See Mahomet.) Po»e Gregory acts like a chris- 
dian towards them. 122. Heraclias tee Greek emperor 
Persecetes them, 123. And persecuted by others, 124. 
Buffer severely by the Crusades, 128. (See Crusades.) 
ru ielly persecuted by them, 129. Not only in one 
Bite, but throuch the greatest part of Europe, 130. 
Banished from France, and their property confisca- 
ted, 130. Benjamin, a Jew. visits his brethren in a 
number of places. and gives an account of tiem, 131. 





More impostors and pretended Messiahs appear, ‘than. 
“dispersion ; an account of them; - 





ever before since 
he Jews much affliction, 133, 136. Obser- 
re. ‘ecting Christ, who gave so many 


proofs of ‘his mission, and following every false Messiah, 


the reason why, 136. Their condition in England, the 
king proposes to embrace that religion whieh can be 


supported by the best arguments ; requests the learned 
christian divines and Jewish rabbies 0 dispute: in his 
presence. 137. Wicked conduct towards. the Jews, 

plunder, bura and massacre in a horrid manner, 137, 


138. Driven to despair, they destroy themselves, 


139. Injustice towards them, 140,141. Falsely aed. 
sed of crimes, of which they are innocent, 141, Injus- 
tice towards them continued, no people uider heaven 


ever used worse, according to Moses, * obly oppressed : 


and spoiled ever more.” 142. In: istice continued, their 


propelly ae ae they banished from the kingdom, 
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148:, qr rte speisocpions and extortions: Rane them, 
many. thrown into the sea, 144. Cromwell favors them 
145. A learned Jew becomes convinced that Christ is, 

the true Messiah, his father threatens to disinherit Gum 
146... A bill brought into, parliament, for admitting the 
Jews, it passes, the people become enraged, and it is 
repealed, 147, 148. Suffering state of the Jews. in 
Prance,.149.. Again driven to despair, and destroy 
themselves, 151. “Injustice and horrid conduct towards 
them, 152. The charges against them’ of crucifying 
christian children, poisoning the waters, &c. refuted, 

153., Their, condition and sufferings in the east, Turk- 
ish dominions, &c.. 154. Orders issued to massacre 
them, no age or sex excepted; they are murdered with- 
out intermission or pity, 155.. One Sevi proclaims him- 


self the. Messiah, and deliverer of the Jews. Le’ 


preaehes every where, and gains many proselytes, and 
most celebrated Lewicls impostor, that ever arose, 156, 

The Jews in China, 164. The sad effects of 
war, and blessings of peace, 167. Their condition in 
Spain,.a scene of trials and a 168. The writer 
thinks they have suffered enough, 470. Ferdinand 
and Isabella issues most wicked eee d 
against them, and banishes them from the kingdom 
extreme, sufferings in consequence, 173, Their su 











flames: by the pretended christians,, numbers destroy 
themselves, 182. A sect called Whippers, suppose it their 
. duty to murder the enemies of Christ. They plunder 


and burn the Jews, who are accused again of poisoning — 
the waters, they resolve to defend themselves, a great 


number killed, 183. Persecuted’ throughout Germany,ib. 
No. one dares to befriend them ; a horrible carnage, 
except a few of their children, who are takew from them 
-and baptized, 184: Again accused of poisoning the wa- 
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condition m Germany, 180. An enthusiast coe: i 
itinerant preacher against them, and declares that God 
-had sent him.to.exterminate the Jews, the populace area 
exasperated. against them; rather than be thrown in the — 


fers; they are so persecuted that the emperor, being — 
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friendly towards them, advises them to quit the coun 
try. Learned divines are appointed to preach to tzem,. 
and they, under the severest penalties,’ to attend the 
sermons, but force never did any good in religion, 185. 
Their condition in Ethiopia, Morocco, &c. The: low- 
est class among the Moors imagine they have a right to 
abuse the Jews, and they being so depressed have‘ not 
courage to defend themselves, 187: they have often 
suffered from the unrighteous sovereigns of Morocco ; 
they are called dogs and deceivers, and ordered to fix. 
ihe precise time of the coming of the Messiah ; if not, 
they are threatened with the loss of lives and property, 
188,189. Evenin the midst of Africa this dispersed 
people are to be found; an account from Park’s ‘Tra- 
vels, 189. Their condition in Italy, Poland and Hol- 
land: they have inveterate enemies, who persecute 
them, and some friends who protect them, 190. Many 
Rabbies and multitudes of the Jews assemble on the 
plains of Ageda and dispute with the popish clergy, — 
whether the Messiah is come or not? 196. Of the Jews 
in America and the United States, 196. — “Number in 
different parts of the world, 200. Various means that 
have been used from time to time for their conversion ; 
still remain in the same unbelief, (but nearly all those 
means used have been by anti-christians, who, in prac- 
tice, no better than the Jews, if so good.) ‘Some quo- 
tations from a Jewish writer; the Jews vindicated from 
-calumnies, 203. Very few have been executed for 
crimes: the writer has never heard of one in this coun 
try, 203. Many celebrated for their learning, talents 
and virtue, 205. What is the cause of their having been 
so hated and dospised by all nations? 202. An attempt 
to answer the question, 207, $08. ‘Their sufferings for 
their sins and disobedience should be a warning to all 
other people; the writer considers them as a beacon — 
upon the tep of a mountain, 208, Wonderful preser- 
vation of the Jews, a most convincing proof of a divine: 
providence, 209. All nations have united to extermi- 
mate hem, but have not been able to succeed: they 
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have been banished ahd expelled from every part of the 


worlds yet still’ they subsist, 210, 211. The jaithfulness 


‘of the Deity cleatly exhibited in the fulfilment of his 
gracious promises, 211. Remarkable providence of 
God in the destruction of ‘their enemies, 212, 213; 
Their sentiments and practices, 214. They still expect 
the promised Messiah, 218. Caues that they assign 
fer their dispersion and sufferings, and their reasons for 
not believing in the Christian Messiah, 221. Their 
charity to the ncor, 223. ‘The fulfilment of the predic- — 
Uious of Moses relating to their dtspersion and suffer- — 
ings in every vespect completely fulfilled : an import- 
ant chapter and recapitulation of the foregoing history; 
994-—232, Abundant more ‘prophecies of their resto- 


- pation and happy state than of their dispersion and mi-— 
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sery, 232. No one can requine a more convincing proof 
of the truth of the Jewish and Christian’ religions, and 


trutb. of prophecy, the preservation of «he Jews, — 
s than a miracle of Providence, while other na- — 





s and empires have become extinct, 239 Compas- _ 
sion and pity to this unhappy people recommended]; — 
they and the Gentiles are to become OS ea 
Josephus, chief commander at Jotap: \ 
the Romans: he with his officers hide i 
threaten his life, he makes.a dreadful proposition 
js accepted: he then surrenders to the Romans 
He predicts the fate of Vespasian: is.retained — 
Roman army, 43. He exhorts the Jews to save 1 
selves from utter rain by a timely surrender, 64. Hi 
tries to. persuade them again, but for his good will re- 
-ceiyes a wound which nearly kills him: the Jews and 
Romans strive to get his body, the Romans prevail, 6 
He is sent the last. time to exhort John and his adher-— 
ents to surrender; he is answered by bitter.invectives, 
73. His account of himself, and concerning bis writing 
the Jewish wars, 88., “The service he has rendered ta 
Chuistianity, not the effect of design, 89. His fidelity 
as a historian universally admitted ; his testimony of 
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Jesus Christ, 89. 
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__ Julian, emperor, favors the Tews) 112, &c. He fone Hit 
“the great design of rebuilding Jerusalem and_the t ae. 
ple, and restore the Jews, and defeat the prophecy of 
Christ, that it shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, &c. 
106. Makes great preparations and begins the work, 
but in an astonishing manner defeated: strong proof 
of the truth of prophecy, 107: testimony concerning 
the fact, 108. coats sere 
L a 
Lightning, that cometh out of the east, and shineth 
éven unso the west, the meaning of it, 58. 
Luther, Martin, understands not the right of con- 
science, his sentiments concerning hereties, and how 
the Jews should be treated, 252. 
fee M 
Mahomet, appears on the stage of action ; establishes 
a new religion; he endeavors to gain the favor ofthe , 
_ Jews, who are deceived*by the splendor of his victories; 
so the same 
f- God, 





‘they become his inveterate enemies, he 
to them. He calls the C 
their treatment of J 
Jews to er 























sligion, or contend with him tn 
hey have to submit to his power, 121. 
glorious and happy state of the, 235. Not 
nillenium will ever be, if the Jews are not reste-. 
236. Whatever some may profess of being in the 
lenium, how it may, for certain, be known whether 
o or not, and: when it has commenced, note; 237, — 

Moses, his predictions concerning the'Wews literally 











and exactly fulfilled in a most surprising’ manner, 224 
~232. eae Bes aye pat 
Nero, Emperer, his character, 43; he persecutes the — 3 

christians, 242. Bie Sago ae 
.. Newton, Bishop, his observations on the strange pre- 
igies'seen before'the destruction of Jerusalem, 32 oe 








on the fulfilment of prophecy, 238, aa 
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J Omar, successor of Mahomet, one of the most rapid — 
# conquerors that ever spread desolation over the earth, 
-.121, Heé invests Jerusalem, and it surrenders ; he 
builds a mosque on the ground where the temple stood, 
FW cigs. & : 


Persecution, of the Christians before the destruction 
of Jerusalem, 23. Under pagan Rome, 240 &c. Un- 
der christian Rome, 246. By Pretestant B51. 

Paris, horrid massacre in, 247. # me: 

Predigies, strange seen before the destruction of Jez 
rusalem, 28,731. re ca ae 

Prophecy, the fulfilment of, the strongest proof of re- 
velation and revealed religion, 3, 4. The chief pro- 
phecies relating to the destruction of Jerusalem, 17; 
and to the publication of the Gospel : its amazing pro- 
rophecy the most unlikely and apparently im- 
sible, yet accomplished, 25. Other predictions re- 
lating to the fate of the Jews and their city, besides 
those of Christ, 53; his predicti ns remarkably fulfil- 
led, though the most unlikely, 91; very different from 
conjecture, 92. Except those days be shorten, flesh 
should be saved, explained, 93. gine 

Prophecy, of Moses, remarkably fulfilled, 224 Can- 
not be any stronger proof of the spirit of prophecy, 231. 
Other remarkable prophecies to be fulfilled, 233 By7 ap 
what has been accomplished, is proof that others will 
be, 238. 




















Quakers, grievously persecuted, the ‘last who have 
suffered unto death, 252. : Be. 
Saines, so called in the fourth and several of the fol- 
lowing centuries, their character, 113, BIC 
_- Sumon and John, the two grand rebels, their‘end, 79, 
Spain, the condition of the Jews in, 168,180. . 


sh ee mens 3 if 
_ Temple, by whom first built, and first plundered anc 
lestroyed, 10,16. Rebuilt and enlarged by Here 
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big motive, note, 17; described, 14. Some remarks 
concerning the immense sums and tons of gold assigned 
to its building, 16, note. Strange prodigies of the tem-- % 
ple, oBservations of a Jewish rabbin, 30. Number of 
men nae ae in the building, discharged, and join the 
anditti, 35; seton fire; Titus trices to preserve it, 
many pefich in the flames, 76. 

Turkey, state of the Jews: in, 163, 


Vv 

Vespasian and Titus, enters, Judea with an army, 
takes Gadara, the. adults put to the sword: they be- 
siege Jotapata, all pul to fire and sword, takes: Jose- 

i phus prisoner, 42. Several other places taken and de- 
: stroyed with the inhabitants, 44. Marches to Tiberius. 
the inhabitants surrender and are spared, 45. Reduces 
Tericlea, many Jews destroyed and others 
» slaves: most of the cities of Gahlee submit, 
become reduced, 45. 
- auing the war. 46. E J 
‘predicted ; h sends h “itus io reduce ce 
er ef the marc of the army 3 encamps ibekere 

1, not to deliver it from its miseries, but to 
1a predictions of our Saviour, 56. Titus’ narrow 
escape, 60: knowing the miserable pices ine of the 
ws, of ers them feta of peace, 62 Rae the sight of 

























bot he Jews, 72::-he PANS ne preserve aie 
temple, 75: bis last offers of pardon rejected, 78! he * 
is called a merciful man ; how far so, considered, note, 
80. His barbarity in ordering the priests to be pith to 
‘death, after humbly asking his ‘pardon, 8l. ta 
ar 
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. Wars,.dnd rumors:of wars, soon commence after ‘Mie: 
crucifixion of Christ, as he predicted, Soe e 
‘ tne, rage oa Jews: Rats: where the 
Bi Sp: 

rs. & Sect 80 calle; an account of then hey 
paras the Jews, 182, 
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